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Message 


LOOK AT YOUR 
ADDRESS LABEL. 
IF IT HAS THE LETTER “N” 
BESIDE YOUR NAME, YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP EXPIRES WITH 
THIS ISSUE OF TREES OF 
WILSON. 

Renewal is simple with several ways 
to pay so that you will continue to re- 
ceive Trees through the rest of this year 
as well as the 2004 calendar which will 
feature the family heritage the of Sara- 
toga / Stantonsburg area. 

You could drop us a check for $20, or 
You may, if you wish, send us your 
Visa or MasterCard number with expi- 
ration date, and we’ll charge your ac- 

count, or 

You may use our direct e-mail for 
your credit card renewal at 
ancestor@coastalnet.com (same as 
ancestor@wcgs.org), which comes only 


to my home. No one else can read it,or 

If you prefer, telephone Carol Forbes 
at 252-243-1660, and she will take your 
credit card information. 

Most importantly, let us know if we 
have made a mistake. We could have 
deposited your check and failed to 
mark your account as paid. We don’t 
mean to do this, but with the flood of 
renewals coming along with the Christ- 
mas season, we could have missed a 
step in the process. 

This will be a challenging year with 
the library construction sending us to a 
new meeting place. We owe gratitude 
to member, Jerry Stancil, who works 
with a local chapter of the Sons of Con- 
federate Veterans and provides a meet- 
ing room for them at his business. He 
has kindly offered the room to us for 
the duration. 

Don’t miss an issue of Trees. We 
have a lot of exciting articles lined up 
for this year! 





January 28th Meeting 

WCGS will not be able to use the 
meeting room at the Wilson County 
Public Library for the next two years as 
that space is being used for book storage 
during the renovation. 

Watch this space for an announcement 
of where the next meeting will be as the 
location may vary from month to month. 
We hope to be in the new library meet- 
ing room in 2005. 

For the month of January 2003, we 
will meet in the meeting room at Dur- 
wood Stancil Refrigeration at 3425 
Ward Bivd in Wilson. Jerry Stancil, 
the owner, has a room there which is 
used for a local SCV chapter meetings, 
and he has offered use of this to WCGS 
as needed. The business is located mid- 
way between Brentwood and the Bucks/ 
VFW facility, across from the Wilson 
Woods Apartments. 

The meeting will begin at 7PM with a 
program highlighting a trip to New 
York City by several WCGS members 
who visited Ellis Island, the Statue of 
Liberty, a Tenement Museum on the 
lower east side, and other heritage sites 
in lower Manhattan. Sue Powell will 
give details of the De Keyser family, a 
Wilson family who arrived at Ellis Is- 
land early in the 20th century from Hol- 
land. 
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Library Addition and 


Renovation To Begin 
Groundbreaking on February 2 

The Wilson County Commissioners 
have approved the construction of the 
library addition and work will begin 
soon. 

The Local History and Genealogy 
facilities will be greatly increased in 
size and will occupy one upstairs wing 
of the library. Our days of living in a 
closet will soon be over. Final details 
have yet to be worked out; however, 
President Sue Powell has appointed a 
committee to work with Dr. Valentine 
to plan the facility to meet the needs of 
the researchers who will use this facil- 
Ity. 

The library will remain open during 
construction, and the genealogy re- 
sources will be available. There will be 
some inconvenience; however, the staff 
of the library have given their assurance 
that all users will be accommodated to 
the best of their abilities. We ask that 
visitors be patient during this transi- 
tional time. 

We will announce further details on 
the temporary location of the genealogy 
materials as soon as the staff moves 
everything into temporary locations. 
The meeting room is being used for 
storage which is why our meetings will 
be held elsewhere during the construc- 
tion period. 





2003 WCGS Family 
Heritage Calendar 


These calendars will be 
distributed free to new members 
for as long as they last. Calen- 
dars remaining can be purchased 
at $10 each. Add $1.70 each for 
tax and shipping. 


a Oe 


January 2003 


Trees of Wilson 


Page l 







Trees of Wilson — WCGS 


This chronicle is published by the Wilson County 
Genealogical Society, organized February 26, 
GoM, 
Address: P.O. Box 802, Wilson, NC 27894-0802. 
Telephone 252-243-1660. Internet address: 
http:/Avww.wegs.org 

Trees is published monthly except for 
December and July. An annual index is published 
in a spring issue. Trees is indexed in PERSI 
Active membership is for a calendar year and 
includes a subscription to the ten issues published 
each year or issues remaining from the date of 
receipt of payment. Annual individual 
membership is $20. 

Materials of genealogical interest to the 
members of WCGS are accepted for publication 
at the discretion of the Editors and should pertain 
to families with connections in Wilson County 
and its neighboring and parent counties. WCGS 


cannot accept any responsibility for the content of 


contributed materials, including errors and 
omissions. Please direct any questions to the 
contributor. Their names and addresses will be 
provided upon request for worthwhile purposes. 

Queries from WCGS members are accepted 
and posted at WilsonNC@yahoogroups.com 
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Office. 
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Society, Inc. All rights reserved. No items may 
be used without permission in writing from 
WCGS except for brief reviews. 
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Service. The Tax Identification number for 
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Family Connections 
Wilson Daily Times November 19, 2002 


The Boyette 


Repo re 





Family 





The Boyette Plantation House 
Glendale Rd at Rt 222 in Johnston 
County. Built ca 1797 += 


Please give us some information on our local Boyette Family. 
JEF, Wilson 

There was a Boyette family in Johnston County by 1754 according to 
Crown land grants in the NC Archives. This was for a Thomas Boyet 
who acquired the land where the present plantation house (see photo) is 
located. Thomas is thought to have been born in Nansemond County, 
Virginia, in 1711, son of a Thomas and Rebecca Boyett. The first re- 
cord of a Boyette in America was the arrival of a Thomas Boyte in 
1682 as an indentured servant in Isle of Wight County, just to the north 
of Nansemond County. 

This surname is not common in England even today and probably 
comes from a single individual who settled in the west of England at 
the time of the Norman Conquest. The family never prospered and 
spread but remains today right where they have always been, in the lit- 
tle town of Thombury, Gloucestershire, which is about 15 miles north 
of the city of Bristol near the River Severn. This quiet market town 
(population 15,000) has been around for thousands of years as a settle- 
ment and was taken over by the Normans after the conquest which may 
explain the presence of the Boyette family there. Henry VIII built a 
castle in Thornbury to help defend the Severn Estuary and protect the 
county against Welsh invaders from just across the river. The castle is 
now operated as an elegant hotel and, according to travel guides, is 
well worth the very expensive visit. 

Thomas Boyet of Nansemond County had two brothers, William (b. 
1713) and Edward (b. 1715). Edward remained in Nansemond County 
according to available records, but William is a mystery. Our research 
into the history of the family in Johnston and Wilson Counties has 
turned up a further mystery. Thomas Boyet seems to have had a son (or 
grandson), George, who built the plantation house which still remains. 
It appears that all of George's descendants remained in Johnston or 
Wake Counties (or moved away). There are neither wills nor estate re- 
cords available to verify any of this. 


(Continued on page 3) 





Trees of Wilson January 2003 


Family Connections, December 2002 
Granny Hill 


Stantonsburg, Novermber 1864 


Sarah Ellis, age 8, awoke on a gray November morning 
when the first light came in the bedroom window. She lay 
silently, not wanting to wake her brothers and sisters 
sleeping with her in the large bedroom. She counted heads 
to see if everyone was still there. Catherine 17, Mary and 
Joe 7-year old twins, Toby 5, Martha 4, and Frank 3 were 
all still sound asleep. Wiley 16, Robert 14 and William 13 
had moved to the boys room when they reached age 8 where 
they still kept the empty bed left behind by the death of 
Lewis in 1859 when he was only 11. 


“ JRP Ellis kitchen. Photo tak 
, ca 1964. 


Se G oO 


Sarah looked out of the window to the kitchen just behind 
the big house and saw smoke coming from the chimney 
which told her that Evie Bynum, their household helper, 
was getting breakfast together for the family. Sally 
wondered again to herself why they didn't have slaves like 
some other families around them. Papa had explained to her 
that he had come from a Friends (Quaker) family that didn't 
believe in enslaving fellow humans. Now Papa (Josiah 
Robert Peele Ellis, known to all as Josie) had gone to fight 
the yankees who wanted to change the ways of the southern 
people. Papa had said, when he left, that even if he didn't 
support slavery, he did believe in the the right of people to 
make their own rules and not have someone else telling 
them what to do. So he went to war when conscripted at age 
43, leaving behind his wife, Bettie, and ten children, to do 
his share in helping to preserve their freedom. 

Sarah looked across the fields to the Amason house and 
wondered if she could persuade Mama to let her go out to 
play with Susan if the weather was not too cool. The two 
girls were great friends, both at school (Hopewell Academy) 
and at home where they played "house" in a clump of trees 


(Continued on page 4) 





(The Boyette Family,, Continued from page 2) 

In the meanwhile, there are numerous records for the 
family of Joseph Boyette from the community of Boyette, 
now known as Kirby's Crossroads, at the intersection of Rt 
301 and 581 just to the east of Kenly. This site is about six 
miles southeast of the Thomas Boyet site on Little Buffalo 
Creek. Is there a connection? It seems likely that there 
should be as there aren't any other Boyettes around any- 
where else. The Johnston County records are not very 
helpful. They were never burned or destroyed, but Gen. 
Sherman did trample them into the mud during his cour- 
tesy call on the Smithfield Courthouse. Presumably all 
were rescued but somewhat worse for the treatment. Other 
of the early records have simply crumbled into dust 
through age and neglect and, in short, there is no record of 
a will for Thomas Boyet which could clear up the confu- 
sion about family connections: We did find a James 
Boyette in Bertie County in 1755 but have no certain idea 
as to how he might connect with Joseph who is the subject 
for the rest of this column. 

Joseph Boyette was born before 1770, probably in 
Johnston County. He married Sally Langley about 1790 
and they had eight children. Joseph had several land pat- 
ents (grants). One was for land adjoining George Boyette 
(his father? his brother?) which would suggest that he had 
land on Little Buffalo Creek, while other grants were on 
Robin's Swamp which is near Kirby's Crossroads. It is 
clear that he lived at the Robin's Swamp site as his chil- 
dren made references to it in their own transactions. 

Anyone familiar with the layout of the Springhill town- 
ship-that portion of Wilson County which was originally 
part of Johnston County-will know that there has been a 
road from Kirby's to Buckhorn for centuries (now Rt. 581). 
It becomes obvious to any researcher that the Boyette off- 
spring made good use of this road as they married Hin- 
nants (founders of Buckhorn) generation after generation 
until the Boyette line almost disappeared from Kirby's and 
became an established part of the Oldfields Township that 
was once part of Nash County and now part of Wilson 
County. 

Joseph and Sally's children were Cherry, Millie, Mami, 
Temperance, Isaac, Xilpha, Jordan and George. The de- 
scendancy chart for this line alone takes three single- 
spaced pages, and the list of cousins takes four single- 
spaced pages. This does not include any descendants of 
George Boyet's line. 

Sue & Henry Powell 
With help from Frances Boyette 
& Clement Lucas 





Bennett Strickland, from Hugh Johnston files 

Bennett Strickland, son of Henry Strickland and wife 
, lived in Nash County, North Carolina, 
before moving to Madison County, Georgia. 

On January 1, 1812, Bennett Strickland of 
Madison County, Georgia, sold Noah Strickland of Nash 
County for $180.00 his interest in the land of the late 
Henry Strickland, witnessed by Carrolus Strickland and 
Roland Williams. (Deed Book 5, p. 316) 
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(Granny Hill, Continued from page 3) 
between their houses, and pretended to cook and boss 
around the younger children that were often left to their care. 

Sarah remembered, with a sinking feeling in her tummy, 
that they still had not heard from Papa since June when he 
sent a letter from somewhere beyond Richmond. The troops 
were on their way north at that time, and he was tired and 
sick. She chased the fears out of her mind and determined to 
keep her mind set on his quick return in good health when 
life would return to normal and the family would all be 
happy again. 

After dressing, Sarah tiptoed out of the bedroom and went 
downstairs and out to the warm kitchen. She greeted Evie 
with a hug and sat down to her bowl of porridge. Bettie 
came in soon thereafter and hugged her middle daughter. 

"Sallie," her mother said, "I'm going to ask Cole to hitch 
up the buggy this morning. You and I will go into town and 
get some provisions and see if there is a letter yet from your 
papa. Evie can see to the other children." 

Sarah shivered with anticipation and went to get her cloak 
while Mama went to find one of the farm helpers to hitch up 
the buggy. 

This was quickly done, and the womenfolk were soon 
trotting along the dusty cart track to Stantonsburg. As they 
passed the Whitley house, Bettie stopped for a moment to 
ask after Mrs. Whitley who had been ill the week before. 
Elizabeth Whitley greeted Bettie at the door and assured her 
that good health had returned to their household, that her 
husband, E.G., was fine, and all ten children were happy as 
well. They walked out to the buggy together, and the Ellis 
women pulled away. Bettie found herself wondering again 
how E.G. had avoided military service when he was only 
two years older than Josie. 

Bettie tied the buggy horse to the rail in front of Wilkinson 
and Dunn, the general store and postoffice, and went in to 
ask for any mail. John Wilkinson looked at her without 
expression or comment as he handed her a plain white 
envelope, then turned away to leave Bettie alone with her 
letter. However, he watched her unnoticed because, having 
seen the return address on the envelope, he feared that the 
letter contained bad news. 

He saw Bettie walk to an empty corner of the store, tear 
open the letter and read it. When he saw the color drain from 
her face as she reached for a shelf for support, he rushed to 
her side to offer assistance. Struggling to compose herself in 
a public place, she did not trust herself to speak, so she 
simply handed him the letter to read. 

New Market, Va. 
October 22, 1864 
Mrs. J. R. Ellis 

I heard from your husband directly by a man from my 
Regiment who has been exchanged and saw your husband 
two days after I left him. He was then at the Lincoln 
Hospital, Washington City. He was perfectly unconscious of 
everything. He was expected to die every hour. I do not 
think there is any doubt about his death as I stated to you in 
a previous letter, though I hope he recovered, but from the 
nature of his wound, it would be almost impossible or least 
not probably. 
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Respectfully, 
W. T. Brewer 
Surgeon 43rd Regt, NC 


John looked at the dark-haired woman with tenderness. 
"I'm sorry, Bettie. He was good man. Do you know any of 
the details?" 

Bettie replied, "No, only that he probably died in 
Washington. We may never know any more than that. This 
war is horrible!" 

John then said, "Don't worry about provisions, Bettie. 
Your credit is always good here. You have the farm with 
Cole and Tomy to help you with it. You have done a good 
job in the year or so since Josie left." 

"Thank you, John. But I don't need charity. I will pay my 
bills. But I do fear for all of us if this dreadful war does not 
end soon." 

"It can't last forever. The south has about used up all of its 
resources," John replied. "Do you need help getting back to 
the farm? My young cousin, Wilkinson Dunn, can ride along 
with you if need be," nodding toward 12-year old lad 
helping behind the counter. 

"Thank you, John. That won't be necessary. And besides, 
you need Wilkinson here to help with your business." John 
Wilkinston had become the guardian of his uncle Joshua 
Wilkinson's children, when Joshua died in 1847, leaving the 
general store to young John at the age of 18 along with the 
care of 5 children: Laurenia, Dellah, Georgiana, Mary and 
Hugh. Hugh had died the year before at the battle of 
Fredericksburg and young Wilkinson had been brought in to 
train in Hugh's place. The Irish lad, Lewis Cox, brought to 
Stantonsburg from New York in 1859 to work in the store 
had been conscripted into the Army of the Confederacy 
since he had become an American citizen, the first ever 
naturalized in the new Wilson County. 

Bettie wondered briefly about the mention of a previous 
letter which she had never received, then folded the letter, 
put it into the pocket of her apron, took a deep breath and 
with grief evident in her eyes, gathered Sallie to her side and 
climbed into the buggy as she began to think about what the 
future would hold for her family. 

Bettie returned slowly to the farm and asked Evie to bring 
the children into the parlor. They filed into the dark, gloomy 
room, used only for special occasions, with their faces 
showing anticipation that had no joy attached. 

Bettie gave them the news and comforted the sobbing 
children, joining with them in a sharing of mutual grief. 
Then she pulled herself up, wiped her eyes, and announced 
that there was no further time for sorrow. They had a big job 
ahead of them and must all pull together to keep the farm 
going and maintain their home. While there would be no 
funeral service for Josie, they would honor his life by 
continuing the work that he had begun by giving them the 
things they needed for succesful lives. 


Life went on, the war ended and the gruesome 
reconstruction period began. Families adjusted to their 
losses and newcomers were welcomed, including the 

(Continued on page 5) 
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(Granny Hill, continued from page 112) 
Shelton children whose mother had died and their father, 
Pleasanton Shelton, killed in the war. The children, Martha, 
William, Lorenzo, and Carrie, were taken in by William and 
Jane Barnes who had no children of their own. 

Life in the village of Stantonsburg settled into its quiet 
little routine. Most children attended school as Hopewell 
Academy, founded in part by Josie's father Lewis Ellis, 
continued by public subscription and tuition. It was at this 
school that Sallie Ellis and William Shelton became friends. 
They attended Friday night "hops" at the school and picnics 
on the grounds for national holidays when the Wilson Brass 
Band and the Black Creek Band would play patriotic music. 
William Shelton was hired by John Wilkinson when Lewis 
Cox became too ill to work and soon learned the business 
routine. At the age of 23, William asked Sallie to become his 
bride, and with Bettie Ellis's blessing they were married on 
January 10, 1877. Sallie was just 19. A year later, on March 
21, 1878, little Will Shelton joined their family, then without 
warning, new father William took ill and died in December 
1878. 

Sallie's brother Joseph Ellis had married Carrie Shelton in 
September 1878, and took Sallie and little Will in to live 
with them. Carrie's brother, Lorenzo, had taken work as a 
clerk in the new general store which had opened at Moyeton, 
near Hopewell Academy. This store was owned by 
Confederate veteran, David B. Hill, of Edgecombe County 
who had lost his wife, Caroline Williford Hill, in 1881, 
leaving behind their son, Howard Albert Hill, or Howie as he 
was called by everyone, born in 1871 








Sallie and David Hill Wedding Photograph, 1882 

It wasn't long before David Hill and Sallie Ellis Shelton 
got to know each other, and they were married in 1883 at 
Bettie Ellis's home. Young Lorenzo had married Sallie's 
sister, Martha, two years before in 1881 at Bettie Ellis's 
home as well. 

Sallie and David lived in a house behind his store at 
Moyeton. The store is now gone, replaced by a modern 
convenience store, however, their house remains in 
Stantonsburg, having been removed to a side street. They 
had six children: David G. 1884, Guy L. 1885, Oliver G. 
1887, Elizabeth 1888, Orpha 1890, and Martha 1893. David 
B. Hill was a supportive citizen of the community, a trustee 
of the school, and a donor of food for celebrations. The 








Masonic Lodge met in the room above his store, and the 
room was later used as the community skating rink. David B. 
Hill died in 1905 at the age of 62, and Sallie Ellis Hill died 
in 1936 at the age of 80. 











amb ccs 


Granny (Sally) Hill (right center) with her daughter Lizzie 
Hill Cox (left), and grandchildren (left to right) Guy Cox, 
William L. Cox and Laura Cox. Photo taken ca 1926. 


To complete the circle of village relationships, Lewis Cox, 
Irish immigrant to Stantonsburg, married Laurenia 
Wilkinson, and they had one child that lived, William Cox, 
who married Elizabeth Hill, daughter of David B. and Sallie 
Eliis Hill, in 1911. 

The village of Stantonsburg along Contennea Creek as 
described in this era disappeared with a disasterous fire 
which destroyed most of Main Street including Wilkinson 
and Dunn's store. When the railroad came, business moved 


# to the area along the tracks which is now Stantonsburg as we 
4 know it today. Moyeton Crossroads became part of the 


town, Hopewell Academy fell down, and the picnic grounds 
are now the public cemetery. The Ellis homeplace burned in 
the 1920s, but the kitchen still stands, having been converted 
to a barn beside Shelton Road on the home farm. The great 
great grandchildren of Josie and Bettie Ellis (including these 
writers) still honor their memory and thank them for their 
contributions to our lives. 

The grave of Josie Ellis has never been found. It is thought 
that he fell in the battle of Silver Spring and was buried by 


townspeople when the Confederate troops fled before the 


Union onslaught. Josie is commemorated by a memorial 
marker in the Stantonsburg Cemetery, placed there by his 
descendants several years ago on a plot donated by the 
Stantonsburg Town Council. 
Henry & Sue Powell 

Photos provided by Guy Cox 
Jethro Barnes, private, Co. C., 43rd Reg. CSA 
Born in Wilson County where he resided as a farmer prior to 
enlisting in Wilson County at age 27, February 14, 1862. 
Present or accounted for through February 1864. Company 
muster roll dated July— August, 1864, indicates he was a 
prison of war, however, records of the Federal Provost 
Marshal do not substantiate that report. Returned to duty in 
September-October, 1864. Present or acounted for through 
February, 1865. [Editor: we suspect that Jethro gave the 
report of Josie’s death to Dr. Brewer. ] 
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NASH COUNTY PETITIONS FOR ROADS 
AND BRIDGES 

Abstracts of Records of Nash County, North 
Carolina 1777-1859 

Joseph W. Watson 

[Editor’s note: These selected abstracts of road and bridge 
petitions from Mr. Watson’s book may have covered lands in 
or close to what is now Wilson County or they crossed wa- 
terways which enter Wilson County. The original petitions 
would contain the names of the signers, persons who, most 
likely, would have been effected by the construction of these 
roads and bridges. ] 

Petition for a road to lead from the Tar River Road near 
where Daniel Owens lived which would continue the best 
way by James Deans’ and Jethro Harrison’s and strike Con- 
tentnea Creek at Henry Horm’s Bridge or Ford. April 1789. 

Petition of a number of freeholders in Capt. Chapman’s 
and Capt. Wilson Taylor’s companies for the court to deny a 
petition presented at the previous court for a road leading 
from Daniel Owens’ in Nash Co. to Henry Horn’s in Wayne 
Co., a distance of nearly 20 miles. June 6, 1789. 

Petition for the bridge across Toisnot Swamp to be made a 
public charge, as it was too burdensome for the hands. Aug. 
4,1791. 

Petition for a road from Henry Atkinson’s Ferry to Henry 
Horn’s Ford on Contentnea Creek, crossing Toisnot at Ro- 
land Williams’ Bridge and the Great Swamp at Cobb’s Iron 
Works. Feb. 2, 1792. 

Petition for the bridge across Toisnot Swamp at Wilson 
Horn’s to become a county charge. July 20,1793. 

Petition of Thomas Horn and others for a public road to be 
built from Toisnot Swamp the most convenient way to the 
bridge at Horn’s Ford on Contentnea Creek. May 1802. 

Petition for a free bridge to be erected at or near Horn’s 
Ford, across Contentnea Creek. July 1802. 

Petition for a free bridge to be erected across Contentnea 
Creek at or near Woodard’s Ford. July 1803. 

Petition for a new road from the Miry Branch near John 
Eatman’s, by William Horn’s to Toisnot Swamp and by 
Flowers’ to the Edgecombe Road at William Dew’s Mill. 
Nov. Term 1804. 

Petition for a new road from the Turkey Creek area toward 
the Nash Courthouse, beginning at the foot of the Great Path 
near where Jonas Coleson lived, following the path to Henry 
Horn’s plantation, then directly to the ford of White Oak, on 
to Joel Williams’s Bridge over Toisnot Swamp, and from 
there to Henry Atkinson’s Bridge. 1804. 

Petition of Thomas Horn and others to re-open the old 
road, formerly called the Bloomery Road, leading from Tho- 
mas Horn’s on Toisnot Swamp into Contentnea Road at or 
near Eli Mercer’s plantation. Oct. 27, 1809. 

Petition to lay off a road from Toisnot Bridge, called 
Horne’s Bridge, to the old road at or near Bolen Strickland’s. 
May Term 1817. 

Petition for a road leading from Nash Courthouse across 
Tar River at Cockrell’s Bridge, where said road ended in the 
Mail Road leading from Tarboro to Raleigh, to run in a 
southerly direction across the lands of David Winstead, 
Dempsey Harrison, James B. Crowell, Jonathan Dew, Benja- 
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min Carpenter, German Mann and others, to terminate in the 
road leading to Smithfield on the south side of Toisnot 
Creek. Oct. 21, 1817. 

Petition to lay off a road at the mouth of the road leading 
from Nash Courthouse by David Winstead’s and James Cro- 
well’s to Toisnot Swamp at or near Jonathan Dew’s Mill. 
Nov. Term 1818. 

Petition to build one-half of a public bridge across Mocca- 
sin Creek, the other half being in Johnston Co. July 29, 1821. 

Petition for a public road beginning near Lamon’s old store 
on the road leading from Raleigh to Tarboro and running by 
Hanon Taylor’s, Irvin Eatman’s, and Capt. Jethro Harrison’s 
to Horn’s Bridge on Contentnea Creek. December 1823. 

Petition for a new road leading from the Raleigh Road near 
the fork of the road at Absalom B. Baines’, thence by the 
Widow Whitfield’s, James Bird’s, John S. Williams’, Hanon 
Taylor’s, Theophilus Eatman’s, Irvin Eatman’s, Benjamin 
Flowers’, William Radford’s, and James Bartholomew’s into 
the Smithfield Road near the Contentnea Meeting House. 
Feb. Term 1831. 

Petition to discontinue a certain public road leading from 
Samuel Fuller’s, at or near the place where William 
McWilliams formerly lived, into the road leading from Tar- 
borough to Smithfield across Toisnot Swamp, it being a pub- 
lic nuisance to keep up and repair and was mainly for the 
benefit of one or two individuals. Feb. Term 1832. Another 
petition was made to continue the road. May 11, 1832. 

Petition for a public road to be laid out from the termina- 
tion of the Smithfield Road at Horn’s Meeting House on the 
south side of Toisnot Swamp to the Nash-Edgecombe line at 
or near Lucas’s Hatters Shop. May Term 1849. 

Petition for the construction of a public road from the road 
leading by D. S. Crenshaw’s to Raleigh, to the road leading 
from the Town of Wilson to Raleigh, a distance of about 6 
miles. Aug. Term 1851. 

Petition for a new road, signed by several interested par- 
ties, from near Irvin Finch’s to connect with the Wilson Road 
near William McWilliams’ Mills, a distance of about 3 miles, 
by way of William Glover’s, Claybourn Glover’s, Yancy 
Glover’s, and P. M. Ferrell’s. Feb. Term 1858. 

Petition for the improvement of the road opened some time 
previously from the foot of John Rice’s cart path to the 
Johnston Co. line. The road had “groade up” for lack of an 
overseer. No date. 

Petition for a public bridge across the Great Swamp at or 
near the Bloomery. No date. 


WILLIAM TAYLOR 


William Taylor lived in Nash County in the area that was 
cut off to form part of Wilson County in 1855. On August 6, 
1860, the Wilson County Federal Census described him as 
age 60, a shoemaker, living in Oldfield Township, with per- 
sonal property valued at $30.00. 

He may have been the William Taylor in the Nash County 
1850 Federal Census who was listed as age 49 living with 
Kuzzah Taylor, female, age 46, household number 613-619. 

Household number 614-620 was that of William Taylor, 
Jr., age 23, a cooper. Living with him were Polly Taylor, age 
60, and James Deanes, age 32, a Methodist clergyman. 
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LARRY BRYANT BOYETTE OBITUARY 
The Wilson Times, November 29, 1913 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 

Death of Mr. Boyette. 

Mr. Larry B. Boyette, one of Wilson county’s most promi- 
nent farmers and citizens residing in the Old Fields section 
departed this life at 5 a. m. this morning. The deceased lived 
to the good old age of 77 years, raised a family of honorable 
and respected children and his work being finished lies 
down to sleep. He left a large family, being survived by a 
wife and twelve children. These are: Messrs. R. A. Boyette, 
G. C. Boyette, Sidney Boyette, Bruce Boyette, Giles 
Boyette, Wade Boyette, Mrs. J. G. Raper, Mrs. Frank 
Boykin, Mrs. J. N. Bryan, Mrs. Orren Bullock, Misses Anna 
and Lillie Boyette, a host of grandchildren and one great 
grandchild. 

He was married to Miss Fannie Deans nearly fifty years 
and this is the second death in their household. 

[Editor’s note: Larry Boyette, born Oct. 25 1836, was buried 
in a family cemetery east of Radio Tower Road in Old 
Fields Township. He married Frances Simms, born Jan. 8, 
1846, died Dec. 8, 1927. They actually had fourteen chil- 
dren, two having died prior to their father: 


Robert Armetus Jan. 19, 1867-Sept. 17, 1915 
George Anna Jan. 21, 1868-Nov. 13, 1954 
James Wiley Sept. 6, 1869-July 8, 1870 
Cora May Nov. 6, 1870-Apr. 16, 1917 
Hugh Adderson _ Sept. 22, 1872-July 12, 1911 
Lavina Maude April 6, 1874-Sept. 28, 1948 
Minnie Atlanta Sept. 15, 1875 

Lillie Blanche Sept. 16, 1877 

Martha Geneva Aug. 27, 1879-April 28, 1970 
Sidney Marion May 26, 1881 

John Bruce Oct. 19, 1882-May 26, 1953 


Grover Cleveland Oct. 8, 1884-Nov. 11, 1918 
Wade Simms Oct. 23, 1886-Aug. 22, 1952 
Larry Giles July 12, 1888 

Cora married James Gray Raper. Lavina married William 
Franklin Boykin. Minnie married Owen/Orren Bullock. 
Martha married David Thomas Bryan. 

Larry Bryant Boyette was a 2"' Lieutenant in Company B, 
2™ Regiment N. C. State Troops, C. S. A. He enlisted May 
29, 1861, and was paroled at Appomattox Court House. Va., 
April 9, 1865. 

Wilson County, North Carolina Cemeteries-Volume III, the Boyette 
Family History, compiled by Frances Selia Boyette.] 


GRANBERRY B. ETHERIDGE’S BULLET 
The Wilson Times, January 31, 1914 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 

Carriest [sic.] Bullet 49 Years. 

Mr. G. B. Etheridge, of Old Fields Township, showed us a 
bullet today, which he has been carrying in his right hip for 
over 49 years. 

He received the wound in the Wilderness battle, near Coal 
Harbor, Va., May 5, 1864. 

When he recovered from the effects of the wound he did 
not suffer at all by the presence of the bullet until about 10 
years ago. 

It was at that time that he underwent an operation that the 
bullet might be removed, but the physicians were unable to 
locate the lead. 

Ten days ago the bullet, weighing 366 grains dropped out 
involuntarily having passed through the entire hip. 

Mr. Etheridge, commonly known as “Uncle Etheridge,” 
was a member of the 55 Regiment of North Carolina. 


[Editor’s note: On August 12, 1858, at the home of Sallie 
Williamson, Gran(d)berry Etheridge, born May 25, 1839, 
died November 23, 1921, married Kisiah Williamson, born 
March 1, 1838, died June 8, 1914. Kisiah was the daughter 
of Isaac and Sally Williamson who lived in Nash County in 
1850. Their children, as listed in the Wilson County 1870 
and 1880 Federal Census records were John G., born 1859; 
William H., born 1861; Sallie A., born 1864; Robert L/S., 
born December 1869; Joseph R., born 1873. According to 
the 1900 Wilson County Federal Census, there were six chil- 
dren in all and five were still living. G. B. and Kisiah were 
buried in the Contentnea Primitive Baptist Church cemetery. 
Marriages of Wilson County, North Carolina, 1855-1899, ab- 
stracted by J. Robert Boykin, IL; 

Nash County, North Carolina Federal Census of 1850, abstracted 
by Flora Brantley; 

Wilson County, North Carolina, Federal Census of 1870, ab- 
stracted by Joan L. Howell; 

Wilson County, North Carolina, 1880 Census, abstracted by J. 
Robert Boykin, IU; 

Wilson County, North Carolina, Federal Census of 1900, ab- 
stracted by Joan L. Howell and Janice C. Sharpe; 

Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries—Volume II, compiled 
by Joan L. Howell.] 





WILLIAM C. TREVATHAN OBITUARY 
Zion’s Landmark, Vol. 47, No. 19, August 15, 
1908, page 454. Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 

Resolved by the church at the Falls of Tar River, at their 
July meeting 1908, that the clerk with a memorial notice of 
the death of brother William C. Trevathan, and spread one 
copy on the church book, send one to family of deceased, 
and one to Zion’s Landmark for publication. 

William C. Trevathan, was born January 22, 1830, was 
married to Sarah J. Price, united with the Primitive Baptist 
church at the Falls of Tar River in 1872. He died June 18, 
1908, leaving a wife, five children and a church he loved so 
well to mourn their loss, but to rejoice in the hope of his 


eternal gain. 

As a husband, father, a church member he was as the star 
of Bethlehem ever pointing to that dazzling crown of glory 
from whence comes manna to the hungry soul, and to the 
weary rest. He died as he had lived strong in the faith, strong 
in hope, and with good will toward all men. 

As a deacon he was ever watchful over the flock, faithful 
to every trust, firm but forgiving, and one had only know 
him to love him, and be in his company to catch an inspira- 
tion of his goodness and mercy of God. 

As a confederate soldier he was as brave in battle as he 
was true to duty in camp. P. D. GOLD, Moderator. 

JESSE BRAKE, Clerk. 


eee 


January 2003 


Trees of Wilson 


Page 7 


2D SSS Sa a a 


BRASWELL FAMILY NOTES 
From the Hugh Johnston files 

Samuel Braswell, b. ca. 1740, son of William Braswell 
and wife Margaret , lived in Nash County, North Caro- 
lina. 

On November 10, 1770, William (W) Hunt of Edgecombe 
County sold to Samuel Braswell 100 acres (a grant to Wil- 
liam Braswell on July 24, 1761); witnessed by William 
Braswell.’ 

On September 22, 1761, the will of Aaron Daniel of Edge- 
combe County gave his clothes, tools, and saddlebags 
equally to Samuel Braswell and David Braswell; witnessed 
by Elisha Battle and Dorcas Powell.” 

On November 30, 1762, Samuel Braswell married Mary 
Williams of Edgecombe County, bonded by David Braswell. 

Samuel Braswell made his will in Nash County on Novem- 
ber 3, 1794, and it was probated in February Court, 1795: (a) 
son Micajah Braswell, (b) son Sampson Braswell, (c) son 
Wilson Braswell, (d) daughter Elizabeth Woodard, (e) 
daughter Margaret Braswell, (f) daughter Quinny Braswell, 
(g) daughter Sallie Braswell, (h) friends and executors How- 
ell Ellen and Frederick Hines; (i) witnesses: James Williams, 
Jesse Hunt, and Martha Thomas.’ 

Children of Samuel and Mary Braswell: 
1. Micajah Braswell 
2. Sampson Braswell 
3. Wilson Braswell 
4. Elizabeth Braswell married Woodard. 
5. Margaret Braswell 
6. Quinny Braswell 
7. Sallie Braswell 
Sources 
1 Edgecombe County, Deed Book D, p. 322. 
2 WillBookA,p. . 
3. Nash County, Will Book 1, p. 94. 
Jesse Braswell, son of Braswell and wife 
, settled in Nash County, North Carolina. He 
married Sally Williams of Southampton County, Virginia. 

On December 6, 1814, by order of November Court, the 
inventory of the late Cooper Williams of Southampton 
County was taken by Thomas Pretlow, William Williams, 
and Thomas Jones.' The sales of the estate on the same date 
by Kinchen Williams and Burrell Williams showed pur- 
chases made by Kinchen Williams, Burwell Williams, James 
Williams, Britton Williams, and Mary Williams.” 

On October 21, 1817, Jesse (x) and Salley Braswell 
“formerly Sally Williams,” both of Nash County, North 
Carolina, sold Henry Welch of Southampton County for 
$335.00 a tract of 167 4 acres belonging to the late Cooper 
Williams adjoining the late William William’s estate line, 
Thomas Jones, James Bell’s estate line. Burwell Williams, 
“near the road leading from Jerusalem to Smithfield,” John 
Cotton’s estate line, the intersection of two branches, and the 
pocoson; witnessed by Burwell Williams, Kinchen Williams, 
and A. Middleton.’ 

Sources 

1. Southampton County, Will Book 8, pp. 41/42. 

2. Will Book 8, pp. 42-45. 

3. Southampton County, Deed Book 15, p. 333. 
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Benjamin Braswell, son of William Braswell and wife 
Millie, lived in Nash County, North Carolina. 

Benjamin Braswell made his will in Nash County on Janu- 
ary 23, 1827, and it was probated in February Court, 1827: 
(a) wife Cloey Braswell, (b) son Orren D. Braswell, (c) son 
William Braswell’s son Norphlet Braswell; (d) son Reuben 
Braswell, (e) son Dawson Braswell, (f) daughter Mary Bass, 
(g) daughter Milley Melton, (h) daughter Betsy Freeman, (i) 
daughter Thaney Stone, (j) daughter Susan Lynch Braswell, 
(k) daughter Rowena Braswell; (1) friends and executors 
Gideon Bass and Issac Bass; (m) witnesses: Thomas Bryant 
and Simon Williams.’ 

Children of Benjamin and Cloe Braswell: 





Elizabeth “Betsy” Braswell married 
Thaney Braswell married 

. Susan Lynch Braswell 

10. Rowena Braswell 

Source: Nash County. Will Book 1, p. 344 


Freeman. 
Stone. 


1. Orren Dates Braswell 

2. William Braswell 

3. Reuben Braswell 

4. Dawson Braswell 

5. Mary Braswell married Bass. 

6. Milley Braswell married Melton. 
Ts 

8. 

9 


Jacob Braswell, son of Richard Braswell, Sr., and wife 
Sarah , of Isle of Wight County, Virginia, came to 
Bertie County, North Carolina, was later in Edgecombe 
County, moved in 1761 to Johnston County, and apparently 
died in Cumberland County in 1768. 

On May 12, 1726, Jacob (J) Bracewell, Planter, of Bertie 
County, sold John Smith, Blacksmith, of the same place, for 
£10.0.0 current N.C. money 250 acres north of Morrattock 
(Roanoke) River in Ursarah Meadows, “whereon y° s* John 
now lives” (from 528 patented on April 1, 1723) and along 
Main Hollybush Meadow.' On August 8, 1727, Jacob and 
Elizabeth (E) Braswell, Planters, of Bertie Precinct, sold 
William Ruffin, Planter, of the same place, for £11.0.0 cur- 
rent Virginia money 278 acres north of Morrattock River in 
Uasary Meadows adjoining Richard Braswell, Hogoen 
Meadow, and John Cotton (from my patent for 528 acres on 
April 1, 1723); witnessed by Thomas Hart and John Hart. ” 
Sources 
1 Bertie County, Deed Book B, p. 110. 

2 Deed Book C, p. 360. 


Arthur Braswell, son of William Braswell and wife Mar- 
garet, lived in Edgecombe County, North Carolina. It is said 
that he sold out and moved to Bladen County. 

On February 26, 1761, Arthur Braswell patented 250 acres 
in Edgecombe County on both sides of Pig Basket Creek.! 
On November 3, 1761, Arthur Braswell patented 627 acres 
in Edgecombe County south of Pig Basket Creek at the 
mouth of Anthony’s Branch adjoining himself,” and Jacob 
Braswell was a chain carrier for the surveying. 

Sources 
1. Patent Book 11, p. 136. 
2. Patent Book 11, p. 138. 
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SALLY M. STANTON BIBLE 
Contributed by Joshua Joyner Stanton 


The Property of Sally M. Stanton 
November the 4" 1837 

Within those lids the sacred truth is 

Oh may my heart be full, my Toung u_ 
Those Sacred Truths to a sinful world 


FAMILY RECORD 
BIRTHS. 

Benjamin R. T. Stanton was bornd the 26™ February in the 
year of Our lord; 1798, 
Rebecca Stanton his wife was bornd the 22", July in the year 
of Our lord; 1797, 
Irvin Harvy Stanton was bornd Friday the 24", August in the 
year of Our lord; 1827, 
Sally Ruth Stanton was bornd Saturday the 6" April in the 
year of Our lord; 1833 
Julia Frederick Stanton was bornd Thursday the 26 January 
in the year of Our lord 1837 


FAMILY RECORD 
MARRIAGES. 

James Stanton and Salley Stanton his wife was marrid in the 
year of our Lord 1795 August 4 
Lemuel DBerry and Elizabeth Thweet DBerry was Married 
January the 13 A. D. 1828 
Ferdinand H. Whitaker was Married to Loveasah Elizabeth 
Sarah Daughter of Lemuel & Elizabeth T. DBerry November 
the 20" 1850 
Lemuel J. DBerry Jr. & Catherine Hines were married July 
26" 1859. 
Luther Taylor Whitaker and Bettie C. Beavans were married 
April 11" 1871/77? 
Wilson C. Whitaker and Lillie M. Whitaker were married 
April 17" 1878. 
Edward Wills son of W. H. Wills and Agnes E Whitaker 
Daughter of F. H. & L. E. S. Whitaker were married Decem 
22" 1881 
L. E. DBerry son of L. J. and C M. DBerry and Delia L. Har- 
riss Daughter of T. K. & Louisa Harriss, were married De- 
cem 28" 1881 


FAMILY RECORD 
BIRTHS. 

James Stanton was born in the year of our Lord 1771, De- 
cember 23". 
Salley Stanton his wife was Born in the year of our Lord 
1773 December 10" 
Benjamin Thweat Stanton was their first born Son was Born 
in the year of our Lord 1798, February 26" 
Betsy Thweat Stanton was born in the year of our Lord 
1800, January 19" 
Irvin Peterson Stanton was Born in the year of our Lord 
1802 January 29" 
Lemmon Peterson Stanton was Born in the year of our Lord 
1804 March 14" James May Stanton was Born in the year of 
our Lord 1806 August 25" 
Washington May Stanton was born in the year of our Lord 
1808 September 10" 


Salley May Stanton was Born in the year of our Lord 1813 
August 10 

Lovejah Sarah Elizabeth Deberry (daughter of Lemuel & 
Elizabeth T. DBerry Jr was born December the 13" 1831 
Lemuel E. D’Berry was born August 29" 1860 

James H. D’Berry was born May 30" 1862. 

Benjamin R. H. D’Berry was born March 3" 1864 

Jessie P. Whitaker born January 21 1879—daughter of W. C. 
W. 

Stanley C. Whitaker born September 4", 1880 son of W. C. 
W. 

Lawrence H. Whitaker was Born 19 March 1885 son of W. 
C. Whitaker 


FAMILY RECORD 
BIRTHS. 

Benjn May was born March 17" 1737 
Mary May his wife was born April 6, 1748 
Lemuel DBerry was born April the 3" 1803 
Lovesah Elizabeth Sarah DBerry was born December the 
13" 1831 
Lemuel James DBerry was born April 16, 1834. 
Agnes Elizabeth Whitaker Daughter of F. H. Whitaker & 
Lovesah his wife was born November 23 A. D. 1851 
Jno. Bevans Whitaker born March 1, 1878 Son of Luther T. 
Ww. 
Bettie Irene Whitaker born November 28", 1879 daughter of 
Le laws 
Archa A DeBerry, Son of L. E. DBerry was born 14" No- 
vem 1882 
Bettie T. DBerry Daughter of L. E. DBerry was Born 2 July 
1884 


DEATHS 
Benjn May Departed this Life August 1808 
Mary May his wife Departed this life January 3, 1880 
Irvan P Stanton Departed this Life February Aa 8223 
James Stanton the Father Irvan Stanton Departed this Life 
Febu 23™ 1829 
Sally Stanton wife of James Stanton departed this life the 17 
May 1827 
Elizabeth T. D’Berry wife of Lemuel D’Berry died the 
fourth (4) day of January 1880 
Lemuel D’Berry died March 2, 1884 


FAMILY RECORD 
DEATHS. 

James Stanton Departed this life February 23, 1829 
Sally Stanton his wife Departed this life may 19 1829 
James M. Stanton Died 17" Jany 1874 
Lemen P. Stanton Died Novem 30" 1845 
Benjamin T. Stanton Died 1874 
Washington M. Stanton Died March 28" 1854 
Sally M. Stanton Died Jany 29" 1887 





(Editor: Sally May Stanton, owner of this Bible, was the 
daughter of James and Sally Stanton (neé May). James 
Stanton built a bridge across Contentnea Creek which still 
bears his name as does the community of Stantonsburg. ] 
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Early Wilson Schools 
Contributed by Keith Barnes 
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Meeting Minutes of WCGS, 
November 26, 2002 

Sue Powell, President of WCGS 
welcomed guests & members to the 
November 26, 2002 meeting which was 
held in the Wilson County Public Li- 
brary Meeting Room at 7:00 PM. 
Minutes of the October meeting stood 
as printed in the November issue of 
Trees of Wilson. Henry Powell, Treas- 
urer, gave the Treasurer’s Report. 
WCGS income, expenses including 
postage, printing of books, newsletters, 
and new calendar’s. 

Membership was reported as 210, 
with many renewal'‘s for the coming 
year. The new calendars were mailed to 
members along with newsletters. Addi- 
tional calendars can had for $10.00 plus 
7 % taxes, and shipping if mailed. Cop- 
ies can be purchased at the second floor 
Reference Desk in the main library or 
from WCGS P. O. Box 802, Wilson, 
NC 27894, by phone (252) 243-1660, 
visa and mastercard accepted. 

Henry also gave yearly reports and 
reviewed the meetings of 2002. The 
Family Connections Column featured in 
the October issue of the Wilson Daily 
Times was on the Bell Witch, Batts & 
Bell families. The Batts family is on 
micro film in the library. He reported 
several calls as a result of the column. 
January’s Family Connections Column 
will be the Boyette family. 

The Wilson County Founding Fami- 
lies book is due for publication in 2005. 
Family information is still being taken 
for this book. 

Sid Boyette, newly elected Wilson 
County Commissioner, attended the 
meeting as a guest and honored us by 
installing the new WCGS officers for 
2003. We were very pleased to have 
him with us. 

The new officers for 2003 are; 
President; Sue Powell, Vice President; 
Mary Anne Sheak, Treasurer; Henry 
Powell, Board Members; Grace Turner, 
Dick Rountree, & Carol Forbes. Pic- 
tures were taken by Keith Barnes of the 
Wilson Daily Times and was published 
in the December 06, 2002 issue on page 
4-C, 

Show & Tell is always a favorite 
Meeting in which members and guests 
bring in family treasure’s and trinkets to 
show an tell a little bit of the history 


connected with each item. Keith Bar- 
nes had a group picture of Upper Town 
Creek Church gathering. Lena Smith 
brought a picture of Turner School 
which by coincidence appeared to have 
some of the same group of people. Her 
picture was taken in early 1900’s. 
Henry Powell’s show and tell was his 
Uncle Guy Cox of Raines & Cox. Guy 
delighted us stories about some of the 
many picture’s he had taken over the 
years. Many wonderful memories were 
brought back to the group. We ask him 
to come again and tell us more. Mary 
Anne Sheak brought photos and a 
beautiful dresser set which belonged to 
her family. These are just some of the 
treasure’s brought in. 
The next meeting will be January 
28, 2003, 7:00 PM and will be held at 
Durwood Stancil Inc., 3425 Ward Bld., 
Wilson, NC. It’s located across the 
street from Wilson Woods Apts. We 
look forward to seeing you there. 
Respectfully submitted by 
Carol Forbes, Secretary pro tem 


Members 
We no longer list new members in 
Trees. Mailing and E-mail addresses 
seem to find their way into 
commercial promotional lists, and 
Trees is distributed to a number of 
locations from which names could be 
obtained. 

A list of members, addresses, and 
surnames of interest is mailed to 
individual members each year. 





Queries 
Questions about Wilson County 
families may be emailed to 


WilsonNC@Yahoogroups.com or to 


ancestor@wegs.org. 
Queries from WCGS members will 


be automatically posted and printed 
in the next available issue of Trees. 
Queries from non-members may be 
posted on the internet discussion 
group at the discretion of WCGS. 
To become a member of the list, 
visit our web site at http:// 
WWW.Wwcgs.org 
Go to the “discussion” section to 
view previous queries and answers or 
to join the group or post a query. 


RESEARCH IN RHYME 
Mrs. Chas. Dean 
The Sunny Side of Genealogy 


I started out calmly tracing my tree 
To find, if I could, the makings of me. 
And all that I had was great grandfather’s name, 
Not knowing his wife or from which way he came. 


I chased him across a long line of states, 
And came up with pages and pages of dates. 
When all put together it made me forlorn, 
I’d proved poor great grandpa had never been born. 


One day I was sure the truth I had found, 
Determined to turn this whole thing upside down. 
I looked up the records of one Uncle John, 
But found the old man to be younger than son. 


Then when my hopes were fast growing dim, 
I came across records that must have been him. 
The facts I collected then made me quite sad, 
Dear old Great Grandfather was never a dad. 


I think maybe someone is pulling my leg, 
I’m not at all sure I wasn’t hatched from an egg. 
After hundreds of dollars ’ ve spent on my tree, 
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WCGS Publications: please cal! or write for a catalog with ___ Wilson County Historical Map. $5.00 
complete details, or view the list on our web site. ____ Confederate Field Map #1. $5.00 
Books ___ Confederate Field Map #2. $5.00 
____ They Moved Away - North Carolinians Who Went to ____ Confederate Field Map #3. $5.00 
Other States. $15.00 ___ Confederate Field Map #4. $5.00 
____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1860. $30.00 ___ Town of Wilson, Map 1872. $5.00 
___ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1870. $30.00 ___ Town of Wilson, Map 1882. $5.00 
____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume | Roy Taylor Books 
$30.00 ___ Down a Country Road. (hardbound) $15.95 
___ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume Ii ____ Sharecroppers. (hardbound) $16.95 
$30.00 ____ My City, My Home. (paperbound) $10.95 
____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume III Miscellaneous 
$30.00 ____ Cemetery Finder (paper) donation $5.00 shipping included 
Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume IV ___ Wilson Co. Estates Inventory (paper) $5.00 shipping included 
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Hello, 

There are just a 
few more weeks of 
cold weather 
ahead—a good time to hunker down in 
a cozy library and do some more dig- 
ging. The Wilson library genealogical 
records collection will be in a tempo- 
rary location for the next two years or 
so due to the renovation. If you don’t 
see something listed in the library 
catalog, it may be in storage. Ask a li- 
brarian about its location. Please be 
patient and understanding as they are 
under considerable stress at this time. 

Don’t overlook the excellent re- 
sources at the Joyner Library at ECU 
in Greenville. They have some impres- 
sive collections of work such as the 
papers of the late Bill Murphy. We 
have found this a good place to spend 
some productive weekend hours. 

The Heritage Place at Lenior Com- 
munity College has a growing collec- 
tion of eastern North Carolina genea- 
logical resources. 

Goldsboro and Rocky Mount have 
worthwhile collections as well. If you 
want a central source for everything, 
the State Genealogy Library is Raleigh 
is just an hour away from Wilson and 
has a superb collection of donated 
family histories. Saturdays can get 
crowded and noisy, but there isn’t a 
better place to go for an enormous va- 
riety of resources. Go, even if it is to 
just check it out. Don’t forget that the 
State Archives are just one floor up, 
and that is the ultimate source for all 
North Carolina genealogy. It helps to 
go with an experienced user for your 
first visit, so you can learn the ropes. 

Soon it will be spring. Time to hit 
the road again to search for that elu- 
sive family cemetery or early dwell- 
ing. Early spring is always a good time 
for country exploring, before the 
weeds and snakes come out. 

Sue Powell 


President’s 
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WCGS Program — February 
25,2003 

We return to the Wilson County Pub- 
lic Library this month for another work 
session on the upcoming publication 
Wilson County Founding Families, due 
to be released in 2005. 

We are pleased to report that family 
reports are still coming in as a result of 
our earlier requests. There are still a 
number of family names that have found 
no takers and, for that reason, we are 
devoting another meeting to finding 
missing information. 

Henry and Sue Powell, writers of the 
monthly column, Family Connections, 
will give a brief presentation on how to 
track a family back to its Colonial ori- 
gins or even back to the country from 
which they emigrated. We will have ac- 
cess to the books from the Library’s ge- 
nealogy collection so that meeting atten- 
dees can try their hands at tracking back 
some of our undefined families. 

As the genealogy room is far too small 
to accommodate the group, and the 
meeting room has been taken over for 
book storage during renovation, we will 
ask the library to let us use a corner of 
the main reading room for this meeting. 
Your help is needed. Please attend. 
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TRACKING AN ANCESTOR 
BACK TO NORTH 
CAROLINA 

A search for the parents of an an- 
cestor who was born in North Caro- 
lina but died elsewhere depends on 
when he or she left this state. If the 
ancestor was a minor, a married 
woman, or a slave, you first must iden- 
tify the free adult male (father, guard- 
ian, husband, or owner) in that person's 
life. If the ancestor was born here be- 
fore 1913, there is no birth certificate to 
identify parents. 

Begin your search for the parents in 
the place where you found the ances- 
tor, not the place where the person 
was born. Work systematically back- 
wards through the person's life from 
death to birth, starting with the will or 
records of the individual's own estate. 
Examine the inventories or accounts of 
sales for clues to occupation, social/ 
economic status, ethnicity, and religion. 
Identify children, administrators or ex- 
ecutors, bondsmen, and estate-sale pur- 
chasers (they may be relatives, friends, 
and neighbors who moved there with 
the ancestor). 

Search the deeds for a land division 
among heirs, for acquisition of that 
land, and for the earliest deed (its date 
may approximate a person's arrival in 
the county or age of majority; other in- 
formation in it may give place of ori- 
gin). Also examine marriage, tax, and 
court documents. 

Record complete data for the ances- 
tor's census "family" from every census 
in which the person was a head-of- 
household in that state (remember— the 
person was ten years younger on each 
earlier census). Collect census data for 
about ten neighbors on each side of the 
family and for anyone of the same sur- 
name or anyone mentioned in probate 

(Continued on page 23) 
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Family Connections - Wilson Daily Times 
The Boyette Family—Part I! 


Our column of November 19, 2002 presented information on our lo- 
cal Boyette family. We were interested to receive several messages as a 
result of this column, most of which asked for further definition of the 
origins of parts of this family. 

We returned to records of Nansemond County, Virginia, where the 
immigrant, Thomas Boyte, settled sometime after his arrival in Amer- 
ica in about 1682. We were fortunate to find a record of one of the 
Church parishes there from 1747 which listed the landowners in the 
area. 

In those colonial days, when Virginia was still a colony of Great Brit- 
ain, local government was almost nonexistant. The courts handled legal 
matters of wills, deeds and justice while most civil matters were left to 
the Church of England. Counties were divided into parishes, each with 
a vestry of citizens who made and enforced rules. One of the most sig- 
nificant tasks of the vestry was the processioning of land. This was a 
process of affirming the boundaries of a landowner’s property and con- 
sisted of having two men walk the bounds of a property with a third 
man present as a witness. The processioners then signed an affadavit 
that the land was marked properly, and this was countersigned by the 
witness. As few citizens were educated, these signatures were usually 
made with the person's personal mark. These marks were as distinctive 
as handwriting and stand today as legal signatures of that era. 

This process would be about the same as having a licensed surveyor 
come in every two years and resurvey your own land to be sure that a 
neighbor had not encroached on it with fences or buildings. Homebuy- 
ers know well that a survey is usually done when you buy a property to 
make sure that you are getting what is described in the land records. 

The courthouse records of Nansemond County disappeared many 
years ago in a series of fires. The procession reports do not describe the 
land boundaries; however, they provide an excellent record of the own- 
ers. The existing parish records were kept by church authorities and 
have thus survived the centuries, providing not only information on 
land owners but of the entire neighborhood. This is important because 
we find that migrations tend to occur in clusters, with several neighbors 
traveling together. 

In this 1747 procession report of a Nansemond parish, we find proc- 
essioners listed, including William Boyte, Moses Boyte, and John 
Boyte. We note that the spelling of this family name has changed over 
the years, first to Boyet and then to Boyette. We have been told that the 
name was pronounced as "Boyt" in Johnston County, N. C., until only 
a few years ago and may still be in use in rural areas where "Boyette" 
is considered a citified pronunciation. 

The precinct of Nansemond County described in the 1747 report is 
just below the Isle of Wight County line and changed several times 
over the years between the two counties as the line was redrawn. It is 
likely that the immigrant, Thomas Boyte, remained just where he set- 
tled originally in Isle of Wight County while the boundary line 
changed. 

The neighbors included in this procession report include, Jones 
(spelled Joanes), Langston, Jernigan (spelled Garnagan), Howel, 
Coplan, Parker, Gay, Wright, Parker, and Godwin. These names are all 
found in the early records of Wayne, Johnston, Edgecombe and Nash 
Counties, the parent counties of Wilson County, which gives a strong 
indication that neighbors did migrate together. 

We were not able to locate any evidence of another Boyette family 

(Continued on page 15) 
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(Boyette, Continued from page 14) 
anywhere in Virginia during the colonial era. 

The great migration to North Carolina started at about the 
time of the procession report, mentioned above. As families 
grew, there was a need for land for expansion. However, all 
available land had been tied up in land grants during the 
early years of the colony, and a younger son had little choice 
except to move elsewhere to make his own start. The eldest 
son always inherited the family land under English law. 

Lord Granville, the last of the Lords Proprietors, released 
his land in North Carolina for settlement in about 1745, and 
the flood began. Early records from both Granville and the 
Secretary of State show grants in Wayne, Duplin, Dobbs 
and Johnston Counties to individuals with the surname 
Boyet/Boyte. It appears that these individuals are all part of 
the same family found earlier in Nansemond County. The 
largest concentration seemed to be in present-day Wayne 
County between Pike Crossroads and Rosewood on Rte. 
581, near Buck Swamp and Little River, about 15 miles NE 
of Goldsboro. Local records were spotty until after the 
Revolution, but we found enough to construct a family 
chart to support the earlier theories on the origin of the 
Johnston and Wilson County Boyette families. 

Thomas Boyette of Nansemond County settled in this 
Wayne County location, and his son, Thomas, Jr., settled in 
present Johnston County. We are uncertain as to who was 
the father of Joseph who settled several miles to the north at 
the area now called Kirby's Crossing, but Joseph was proba- 
bly a grandson of Thomas, Sr. Joseph first appears in the re- 
cords with a land grant in 1783 in Wayne County, witnessed 
by Amos Boyet (son of Thomas, Sr.) who may have been 
his uncle or cousin. He obtained the grant of land in Johns- 
ton County at (now) Kirby's Crossing in 1803. 

Joseph and Sally Boyette had sons, Isaac, Jordan and 
George and five daughters. Son George and wife Tamsey 
had sons Larkin George, Garry, and James and two daugh- 
ters. George settled on the land near Glendale Road at Rte. 
222 where Larkin George built the present plantation house 
in the 1790s. James bought land in Nash County in 1839 
and founded the extensive Boyette family found in Wilson 
County today. 

We are grateful to Mr. Ray Hodge of Smithfield for his 
help and for the gift of his book on this family which will be 
placed in the Wilson County Public Library Genealogy 
Room. We are also grateful to the present owner of the 
Boyette plantation house for his guidance and helpful infor- 
mation. 

(Editor: there is still no proof that James of Oldfield Town- 
ship is the James listed as son of Joseph. We would be 
grateful for documented evidence of the family connections 
of Oldfield James] 
Prepared by 
Henry & Sue Powell 





Dr. Philip A. R. C. Cohoon 

Dr. Philip A. R. C. Cohoon was born on April 28, 1806. On 
February 18, 1841, at Tarboro North Carolina, he married 
Mrs. Martha E. Sutton. In 1849, he was living at Nixonton, 
North Carolina. (Hugh Johnston record) 


JACOB WHITE 
From Hugh B. Johnston’s White Family Files 

Jacob White, born about 1746, son of George White, 
Sr., and wife Mary , lived in Edgecombe County, 
North Carolina. 

On November 20, 1780, Jacob White applied for a pat- 
ent of 100 acres in Edgecombe County south of Tyap- 
cokey Swamp, but it was rejected. (No. 0/54), On Octo- 
ber 16, 1782, John Proctor sold Jacob White of Johnston 
County for £100 specie money 230 acres east of Holli- 
man’s Great Branch in Edgecombe County, witnessed by 
John Williams, Lucy (x) Williams, and Henry Lancaster. 
(Deed Book E, p. 248). On January 28, 1784, Jacob (x) 
White deeded Benjamin White “Son of my Brother John 
White” of Edgecombe County for love 65 acres on Little 
Branch west of Gardner’s Mill Branch, witnessed by John 
Morris, Sr., Ralph (1) Vickers, and John Morris. (Deed 
Book 4, p. 222). On May 16, 1787, Jacob White patented 
97 acres in Edgecombe County adjoining Benjamin Wil- 
liams and Abner Robinson. (Patent Book 64, p. 70 & 
Deed Book 4, p. 643). 

In the Edgecombe County Census of 1790, Jacob White 
had one male over sixteen, three males under sixteen, and 
five females. (Page 54). On November 27, 1792, Jacob 
White patented 44% acres east of Hollaman’s Great 
Branch adjoining Absalom Williams, Benjamin Williams, 
and said White. (Deed Book 7, p. 233 & Patent Book 78, 
p. 508). On June 6, 1795, Stephen Proctor, Jesse (x) Proc- 
tor, and Morris (M) Proctor entered into a bond of 
£10,000.0.0 with Jacob White to guarantee his title to 230 
acres east of Holleman’s Great Branch, witnessed by 
Richard Powell and Silas Jordan. (Deed Book 8, p. 639). 
On September 9, 1796, Jacob White was granted 150 
acres north of Town Creek adjoining Jesse Proctor, Absa- 
lom Williams, S. side of Coca Swamp, Benjamin Brace- 
well, and said White. (Deed Book 8, p. 608 & Patent Book 
88, p. 514). 

On February 18, 1797, Jacob (x) White of Edgecombe 
County sold Absalom Williams for a certain sum 53’ 
acres south of said Williams, bounded by the head of Lit- 
tle Branch, and Jesse Proctor, witnessed by Joel Williams, 
Noah (x) Williams, and Herod (x) Williams. (Deed Book 
8, p. 658). On March 29, 1797, Jacob (x) White sold Au- 
gustin Whitehead for $26.00 in silver dollars and sixty-six 
cents 40 acres adjoining Zadock Braswell and Charles 
Land, witnessed by Charles Land and David Adkins. 
(Deed Book 11, p. 84). On November 17, 1798, Jacob (x) 
and Mary White sold Solomon Walker for £225 a tract of 
300 acres on Holleman's Great Branch adjoining Absalom 
Williams, Benjamin Williams, and the old Proctor line, 
witnessed by Sampson Proctor and Benjamin Mayo. 
(Deed Book 9, p. 100). On November 17, 1798, Jacob (x) 
White of Edgecombe County sold Jesse Clark for a sum 
of money 105 acres north of Holleman’s Great Branch 
adjoining Absalom Williams and Benjamin Williams, wit- 
nessed by Absalom Williams and Ralph (1) Vickers. 
(Deed Book 9, p. 99) 

Jacob White apparently moved away from Edgecombe 
County about this time. 





February 2003 


Trees of Wilson 


Page 15 


2 Bg SRS ea EB TE PET EM EE I EE EE TS A OE LS EY 


THE IMMIGRANT EXPERIENCE 
The de Keyzer Family 
Contributed by Sue Evans Powell 

Adrianus J. de Keyzer 
came 1* arriving March 
21, 1906, at the port of 
Hoboken, NJ, having 
sailed from Rotterdam, 
Holland, on the Statendam 
(Holland Amerika Line).. 
The passenger record is 
under the name of A. J. de 
Keizer, 30, who was a 
brickmason, married, able 
to read and write, nation- 
ality Holland, race Dutch, 
residence The Hague, and 
he had $30. His destina- 
tion was Paterson, N. J., to 
join a friend, Mr. A. J. J. 
Sluyter who lived at 5434 
ase , Paterson, N. J. 


Adrianus Johannes de Keyzer 
Age 21, 1896 


He returned to Holland about January 1907 and arranged 


to the US. 
On February 21, 1907, the 
entire family arrived. Adri- 
=| anus Keyzer’s record states 
A that he had previously been 
in the US for 10 months in 
. ©) NY. He is described as 31 
_ | years of age, 5°7”, with fair 
“| hair, dark blue eyes. He was 
born in Leiden, Holland, was 
a chimney builder, and could 
read and write. Grietje, his 
wife, born in Amsterdam, 
was 28, 5’6”, with fair hair 
a and blue eyes. Christiann 
: Petrulde, their son, was 6 
Grietje de Keyzer years old. Neeltje Johanna, 
ca. age 18, 1896? their daughter was 3 years 
old. Aldophina M., their in- 
fant daughter, was 4 months old. 
Several years later, probably 1910-11, Grietje’s mother 


became seriously ill , and 
De Keyzer family ca. 1912? 


for the whole family to immigrate 








Grietje and the children re- 


Sa > TR 





turned to The Hague, Holland, to be with and help her. The 
beginning of WWI prevented them from returning for several 
years. 

On August 8, 1919, Adriannes Johanes de Keyzer filed his 
Declaration of Intention to become a United States Citizen. 


‘| At that time he was living at 444 Mullet St., Detroit, Michi- 


gan. 

On January 15, 1920, the Consul of the Netherland, at Nor- 
folk, Va., certified that A. J. de Keyzer had paid $16.00 head 
tax in behalf of his wife G. de Keyzer and A. & J. de Keyzer, 
his daughters “who are coming to the U. S.” on the S. S. Rot- 
terdam “due the week beginning Jany 17, 1920. 

On May 12, 1920, a letter from the Holland America Line 
to A. J. de Keyzer, 314 Pool Street, Norfolk, Va., stated that 
the S. S. Noordam is expected to arrive here about the 16" of 
May. Their New York office would not know the names of 
the passengers prior to the steamer’s arrival. . 

On May 16, 1920, Christiann De Keyzer returned to the 
US on the Noordam. His passenger record lists that his father 
paid his passage, that he was in the U. S. from 1908-1911 in 
New York, that he was joining his father in Norfolk, Va., and 
he planned to stay “Always” and to become a citizen. He was 
listed as 19, in good health, 5’9”, had blonde hair, blue eyes, 
no birthmarks, and was born in Amsterdam, Holland. 

On October 20, 1920, A. J. de Keyzer, a “prosperous brick 
laying contractor,” in Norfolk, VA, made formal request 
with the Consulate of the Netherlands for his wife and two 
daughters to be permitted to “join him here.” He certified 
that he was fully able to take care of them and would meet 
them at Hoboken, NJ, upon their arrival. 

On October 21, 1920, Mottu & Company, Norfolk, Va., 
received from A. J. de Keyzer, $330.00 “for 3 third class 
tickets from Rotterdam - Hoboken for wife and 2 daughters, 
this includes $15.00 head tax for Holland America Line.” 

On November 15, 1920, a ticket was issued for Mrs. 
Grietje de Keyzer to sail on the Rotterdam, sailing from Rot- 
terdam to New York, January 4, 1920 [sic.] 

On December 28, 1920, Dutch documents were given for 
Grietje, Neeltje, and Adolphina, presumably giving them 
permission to emigrate. 

Ellis Island passenger records for January 19, 1921, in- 
clude the arrivals of Grietje Keyzer, Cornelia Keyzer, and 
Aldolphine Keyzer, on the ship Rotterdam, having sailed 
from Rotterdam. Grietje’s passenger record states that her 
passage was paid by her husband who lived at 1434 41* St., 
Norfolk, Va., that she was 41, had been in the U. S. from 
1906-1910 in N. Y., and that she planned to stay “Always.” 
She was of fair complexion, had brown hair, blue eyes, and 
no birthmarks. Cornelia was 17, 5’3”, of fair complexion, 
had brown hair and eyes, no birthmarks and was born in Am- 
sterdam. Aldophine was 14, 5’3”, of fair complexion, with 
brown hair and eyes. She was born in Den Haag, Holland. 

The Ellis Island web site permits one to view the original 
ship manifest and to view the ship. Copies of both can be 
purchased through the web site. 

The de Keyzer family had settled in Wilson by October 30, 
1923, when their son Adrianus Johannes de Keyzer was 
born, and their descendants still live in the area. 


(Continued on page 17) 
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The family lore is that 
_| Grietje was very reluctant 
A to return to the U. S. The 
4 living conditions in New 
“| York were deplorable, es- 
t] pecially to someone accus- 
tomed to the cleanliness of 
Holland. Because of the 
war, A. J. had not able to 
send her money on a regu- 
=| lar basis, and she had been 
forced to support herself 
and the children. Having 
proven that she was able to 
: =| do that, she did not feel the 
Grietje and A. J. de Keyzer need to disrupt the life that 
Wilson, NC she had made for herself 
and the children. Perhaps an 
agreement was made to set- 
tle in a area as greatly different from New York as Wilson is 
in order for her to return. 
Ellis Island Processing 

Steamship lines were held accountable for medical exami- 
nations and vaccinations of the immigrants and disinfection 
of both immigrants and baggage before leaving home port. 

At the entrance to the Lower Bay of New York Harbor, the 
first quarantine examinations took place aboard ship. Passen- 
gers were inspected for contagious diseases such as small- 
pox, yellow fever, scarlet fever, and measles. Once finished, 
the ship arrived in New York. 

The ship docked and 1“ and 2" class passengers were 
quickly processed on board ship and disembark. Steerage 
passengers disembarked last and were put on ferries and 
barges and transported to Ellis Island. The route took them 
by the Statue of Liberty, and they were able to get a good 
look at her. 

In the decade after the American Revolution, about 5000 
people immigrated to the US every year. By the early 1900s, 
that many arrived at Ellis Island each day, with a record 
11,747 on April 17, 1907. The peak year was 1907 when 1.2 
million came through Ellis Island. So imagine the number 
that must have been there on February 21, 1907. 

The immigrants dressed in their best clothes because this 
was the most momentous event in their lives. They were car- 
rying all of their worldly possessions, everything that they 
could bring that they felt would be necessary to begin again 
along with precious momentoes of the old world and the peo- 
ple and life they left behind. 

Men in uniform ordered them to leave all of their luggage 
in a large room & sent them up a straight flight of steps two 
stories in length (no landings, no opportunity to stop for 
breath or rest). 

The immigrants did not know it, but doctors were watching 
for medical or mental problems. They watched as immigrants 
entered the building and climbed the stairs. A limp, labored 
breathing, heart or mental conditions or other suspected trou- 
bles warranted further medical exams, and the person was 
given a chaik mark to flag that need. 







brie Paneer ee deed 


At the top of the stairs upon entering the Registry Room, 
the men and older boys were separated from the women, 
girls, and younger children. Can you imagine how bewil- 
dered and frightened they must have been by now? Posses- 
sions and families have been separated. With the thousands 
of people, they must have been in fear that they would never 
find one another and their possessions again. The wait for an 
average immigrant to get processed was about 2-5 hours 
long. The process itself varied depending on the person being 
inspected. 

As persons progressed through the examinations, about one 
in five was flagged by chalk marks on his or her clothing in- 
dicating further medical inspection. Some of the marks given 
out were Sc for scalp disease, G for goiter, K for hernia, L 
for lameness, S for senility. All persons’ eyelids were lifted 
with a shoe button hook to check for a serious eye condition 
which caused blindness or death. Of course, the hook was not 
cleaned between persons, so if the illness was found, the 
hook spread the germs. 

In the Registry Room, inspectors, along with an interpreter, 
questioned each individual to verify the 29 items of informa- 
tion included on the ship manifest. Included among the 29 
questions were name, age, sex, marital status, occupation, 
nationality, ability to read or write, physical and mental 
health, prison record, home town, destination, and amount of 
money they carried, if they were polygamists or anarchists. 
Men were asked, “Do you have a job?” [f they said yes, they 
were suspect because they would be taking a job that could 
have gone to a citizen. The best answer was, “No, but I have 
____ job skills and have a good opportunity to find work in 
that trade.” Some of the questions asked were designed to 
determine mental health. Starting in 1917, immigrants over 
age 16 were expected to pass a literacy test in their native 
language. Only political refugees were allowed to skip this 
test. 

The immigrants were told nothing until they went through 
the final door at which point they were herded in one of 3 
directions—the accepted to New York City; those being de- 
tained; and the rejected back to their ship to be returned (at 
the shipping line’s expense) back to their homeland. No time 
was permitted for good-byes or plans to be made to meet 
later. 

There were three groups for detention: 

Temporary-\f the immigrant was waiting the arrival of a 
relative or friend to see him safely into the city or if there 
was any doubt about the right to land. 

Medical-This was called “Detention for Hospitalization.” 
Full hospital service was provided on Ellis Island. There 
were general wards, maternity wards, children’s wards, a lu- 
natic asylum, contagious disease wards, an autopsy room and 
a morgue. 

Special Inquiry Detention-The Board of Special Inquiry 
made the decision on questionable admissibility cases. Some 
types of immigrants were automatically referred to the board. 
1.Children under the age of 16 not accompanied by an adult. 
This was done at once unless a parent already in the US ap- 
peared in person with evidence of relationship and responsi- 
bility. 

(Continued on page 18) 
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(De Keyser continued from page 17) 
2.Stowaways or workaways 
3.Alien seamen 

4 Illiterates 

Those allowed to pass continued downstairs, collected their 
possessions, exchanged money, bought provisions, and per- 
haps rail tickets. A third stayed in New York City, others 
headed elsewhere. Only one to two percent were denied en- 
try (according to the National Park Service Brochure). In all 
some 12 million immigrants came through Ellis Island be- 
tween 1892 and 1924. Beginning in the 1920s, most immi- 
grants were processed at US consulates, so only a small 
number of detained immigrants passed through Ellis Island 
after that. 

To Search the Ellis Island Web Site 
www.ellisisland.org 

Users are required to register 

Click on Passenger Search—the records available are taken 
from the ship manifest lists 

Enter passenger name and gender (optional) 

Consider alternate spellings 

You can refine your search by editing year of arrival, eth- 
nicity, age on arrival, port of departure, name of ship, and/or 
name of town. 

Click on the individual you want to view to see the passen- 
ger record. 

You can view the ship and the original ship manifest 
(which can not be printed. These can be purchased & cost is 
given.) 

When you view the original ship manifest, note line of in- 
dividual. Click on button to enlarge manifest. Scroll to read 
all information that was recorded by the shipping line. 

What Tenement Life Was Like 
Excerpts from /f You Lived 100 Years Ago, a description of 
how people lived in New York City in the 1890’s 

In 1900, there were about 3.5 million people in New York. 
New Yorkers had ancestors who came from Holland, Eng- 
land, France. Irish, German, Italians, Scandinavians, and 
Jews were the new immigrants. From the south came blacks. 
From the country came those who were tired of farm life. 
More than half the teenagers living in New York had a par- 
ent who wasn’t born in America. New people were arriving 
every day. 

Over 1.5 million were poor and lived in the slums. Some 
poor people lived in shacks made out of junk found in the 
streets. The poorest unmarried men lived in shabby buildings 
called flophouses. It cost a man $.25 a night for a cot to sleep 
on, a locker, and a screen to separate him from the man next 
to him. Just the cot would be $.15. It cost $.10 to sleep on the 
floor. Boarding houses were sometimes better than tene- 
ments and certainly better than flophouses. A room in a sim- 
ple boardinghouse was $2 a week, plus $3 extra for meals. 
Most families lived in dingy apartment buildings called tene- 
ments or in boarding houses. As many as 2500 peopled lived 
in one block of tenement buildings. 

Typically there were 12-16 family units, 4 to a floor, 3 or 4 
floors, 2-3 rooms to a unit. They rented for $12/week, and it 
took everyone in the family working to earn that. A typical 
family had 10 or more people living in a 2.5 room apartment. 








In the front room, the male boys slept, including boarders. 
The boarders shared the only bed in the room—a single bed. 
One teenager would sleep across 3 straight chairs, the other 
boys slept on a pallet. The daughters slept on a pallet in the 
kitchen. In the back room (about the size of a closet), the par- 
ents and youngest children slept. 

Originally the halls were lit by kerosene lamps. Gas lights 
were installed in 1916. There were meters in each apartment 
in which a quarter was deposited to get gas for a week. 

Originally there were outdoor privies, filthy wooden out- 
houses, in the yards behind the tenements. In 1901, a law 
was passed that all apartments had to have running water and 
a toilet. In 1916 there were 2 toilets on each floor shared by 
approximately 40 people. It was terrible when the plumbing 
got stopped up. 

Before 1901, one way to get water was to open a fire hy- 
drant on the street and collect water in a pail. It was consid- 
ered a luxury kitchen if it had a sink & running water. The 
sink was used for baths and to was clothes. There were no 
bathtubs. Clotheslines were used for hanging out the wash, to 
send messages to neighbors, and to run groceries to the top 
floors of tenements. 

The cook stove was fueled by coal and was also the source 
for heat. Residents bought one bucket of coal at a time from 
the coal merchant. Ironing was done using a flatiron which 
was heated on the stove. 

They did not have fresh air or good light. Rats ran over the 
floors. Cockroaches crawled on the cracked peeling walls. It 
cost less to live in the back apartments where there was 
hardly any light. 

People in tenements kept their windows shut in winter so 
they wouldn’t breathe in the smoke and soot from factories 
or smell the odors from stinking garbage. In the summertime, 
they had to open the windows for any breeze they could get. 
Some rooms had no windows at all. The walls were so thin 
that you could hear the cries of hungry babies in the next 
apartment. 

Tenement apartments might also have machines that the 
family needed to make a living—cigar rolling machines, 
sewing machines, or tools for making paper flowers. 

It was never quiet. There were constant sounds: gas lamps 
hissing, horse hooves clopping, cracking of whips, clanging 
iron wheels, cries of pushcart vendors, babies crying, people 
talking and arguing. 

Food was bought daily. People shopped on the street. 
Street vendors sold everything from medicines to puppies, 
from a tin cup for $.02 to a peach for a penny. 

Some street vendors had special cries: The scissor-and- 
knife sharpener had a portable grinder. He’d ring his bell and 
cry, “Razors, scissors, knives to grind.” 

The fishmonger cried, “Fresh fish fit for the pan. Here 
comes the fish man. Bring out your dishpan.” 

The fruitman cried, ““Raaaaaaaspberrrrries! Blaaaack- 
berrmries! Fresh berries!” 

Milkmen drove around the city in horse-drawn wagons. 
They sold milk before the sun came up, crying, “Fresh milk.” 
Men selling old clothes wore piles of hats on their heads. 
Umbrella menders, washtub menders, barre] menders, and 

(Edgecombe: Continued on page 19) 
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(De Keyser: Continued from page 18) 
odd-job workers walked the streets calling out their services. 

If you were poor, you might get old, stale food at Saturday 
night markets. Or you might shop from pushcarts. 

Food was sold right on the street. You could buy oysters, 
buns, pretzels, hot-spiced gingerbread, berries, oranges, 
baked pears, Italian ices, and German sausages. 

Secondhand food markets sold groceries and meats that 
were sometimes rotten. Some restaurants along the docks 
sold the food that was left over from people’s plates in fancy 
restaurants. They made stews and soups, which they sold for 
$.15 a portion. Hot soup was free in soup kitchens. People 
ate food that would not pass a health inspection today. 

Breakfast for the poor was mostly bread and tea. Some ate 
what they could find in trash cans. A breakfast in a boarding- 
“house was big. A typical breakfast was fried mutton chops, 
fried eggs, and lots of toast with jam and coffee. The first 
cold cereals came out in 1895. In 1896, the first bagel was 
baked in New York. 

The poor wore hand-me-downs or homemade clothes made 
of cheap material. They wore thick stockings and high-button 
shoes. Sometimes they would wear an apron to keep their 
clothes clean. Poor children sometimes went barefoot on the 
dirty city streets. 

By the turn of the century, one out of every five women in 
America worked for pay. Most worked on machines in facto- 
ries or at home. Others worked as teachers, salesgirls, or as 
clerks and typists in offices. Women were paid a lot less than 
men who were doing the same work. Women were shop- 
keepers, printers, tailors, hatmakers, and chicken pluckers. 
Ragpickers searched through piles of garbage for anything 
they could sell. 

Many men worked in factories. Sometimes factory workers 
had to work up to twelve hours a day. Factories did not pay 
workers for overtime. The workers had to pay for their own 
soda pop because the water from the hall tap was not clean. 
Bosses watched them all the time. If they made a mistake, 
they had to pay a fine which came out of their weekly pay. 

Men and women who worked sixty hours a week had little 
time to care for their children. Youngsters were left by them- 
selves or with a relative—sometimes a sister or brother only 
a little older. Many poor children had to work. 

There were not any laws that said children couldn’t work. 
So many children as young as five went to work. Between 
1880 and 1900, two to three million children in America did 
not go to school—they worked instead. 

Poor children worked alongside adults in factories. Many 
children and adults worked at home making clothing, artifi- 
cial flowers, and cigars. They made twine, paper collars, and 
boxes. They made envelopes and were paid three and a half 
cents per thousand. Boys worked as bootblacks polishing 
shoes. Small boys made good chimney sweeps. They could 
fit inside chimneys to knock down soot with brooms. Boys 
sold newspapers on the streets or on horsecars, shouting, 
“Extra, extra, read all about it!” Boys worked shoveling coal, 
cleaning pigsties, and begging. They did all sorts of things to 
make a few pennies. They did magic tricks, played music on 
a hand organ or in a band, delivered packages, ran errands, 
and carried heavy coal and firewood. Girls sold matches, 


toothpicks, cigars, ribbons, candy, shoelaces, and flowers. 
They sold hot corn out of baby carriages or children’s wag- 
ons. 

Sweatshops, workplaces squeezed into tenements, were hot 
and without fresh air, so people working there really did 
sweat. Sweatshop labor was working six, sometimes seven 
days a week, up to twelve hours a day. 

The average pay for a man was $.22 an hour for a fifty-nine 
hour workweek—about $13 a week. Women and children 
who worked in factories and sweatshops were paid much 
less. A woman might earn a dollar for every twelve overalls 
she stitched together. Children seldom made more than $2 or 
$3 a week. 

A great many poor children were homeless. Some were 
orphans without a mother or a father. Some had parents who 
did not have enough money to feed them. Others ran away 
from bad homes. Thousands of homeless children lived in 
shelters run by the Children’s Aid Society. They got a bunk, 
a breakfast of bread and coffee, and a supper of pork and 
beans. To keep from starving, some children stole food from 
carts and crates outside grocery stores. 

Poor children had to work long hours, so they did not have 
much time for playing. The tenements were too far from 
Central Park, and there were hardly any other parks in the 
city. Children played in the dark hallways, on the roofs, in 
the streets, and they swam in the East River. It was fun to 
find a Sunday newspaper with the comics printed in color! 

Every child was supposed to go to school, but poor chil- 
dren needed to work to help their families. The boys usually 
went only half a day and worked the other half. The girls 
usually worked and/or helped at home. Some children who 
worked during the day tried to go to night school; however, 
they were so tired from working all day that they often fell 
asleep. Many of the schools were terrible. They were over- 
crowded, filthy, and poorly lit. Schools that were built for 
1,000 children often had twice that many. Sometimes there 
would be 100 or more students in a classroom. Desks had to 
be shared by two or three children. Schoolbooks were shared, 
too. In one school in the slums, there weren’t any benches or 
chairs. The children had to sit on the dirty floor. There were 
no playgrounds. The teachers did not have much training. 
Some children knew more than their teachers. Teachers 
drilled facts and figures into the students. They used the rod 
and switch to punish them. Students learned to spell better 
than they learned to think. They learned by memory, repeat- 
ing their lessons over and over. 

Smells assaulted the senses. There were smells of horses 
and the leather of carriages, smells of burning coal, and gar- 
bage, smells of food (fresh and rotten, smells of unclean bod- 
ies. Garbage sometimes piled up four feet high. The streets 
were a mess of noise, dirt, horse manure, and traffic. A street 
cleaning department was organized in 1895 to clean up the 
60,000 gallons of horse urine and 2.5 million pounds of horse 
manure in the streets every day! 

If someone got sick, they were better off not going to a 
hospital. Medicines often did more harm than good. Doctors’ 
instruments were often rusty. Doctors did not wear masks or 
gowns when they operated. Almost anybody could practice 

(Edgecombe: Continued on page 20) 
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(Chronology: Continued from page 19) 

medicine without proper training. Doctors knew little about 
germs. Diseases spread from slums to other to other areas of 
the city. Most doctors did not understand that germs were 
spread by filth. Between 1870 and 1900, 45,000 New York- 
ers died from diphtheria. The poor who got sick were sent to 
overcrowded and filthy “poorhouses,” almshouses, or public 
hospitals. 


[Editor’s note: The de 
Keyzer family information 
was provided by Margaret 
Jordan, daughter of Neeltje 
de Keyzer and Robert Hall 
Williams. Adrianus Johannes 
de Keyzer was the fifth of 
seven children of Adolphine 
Meelman and Christian de 
Keyzer. Adolphine’s parents 
were Johanees and Adriana 
Van Moerkerk. Grietje de 
Keyzer was the daughter of 
Dowe and Cornelia Naaltge 
Leeuwerink. 

The Ellis Island informa- 
tion was provided by the Na- 
tional Park Service. The tene- 
ment life information was provided by the Lower East Side 
Tenement Museum and /f You Lived 100 Years Ago, by Ann 
McGovern. | 


Hy seeeecee 


ewe e cece see c ere r eee sssesresnersssseseseseasesssresssesesesss 


Cornelje Neeltje de Keyser 


Ellis Island 
Display of luggage left behind by immigrants who did not 
claim their belongings after being processed. Some died 
there, some simply left it behind in haste, some simply 
could not locate their belongs in the gigantic mound of 
items which arrived every day. These trunks and chests 
have been in storage ever since Ellis Island ceased process- 
ing immigrants about 1922 and are now on display in the 
entry hail at the visitors’ center. 
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The de Keyser Family Tree 
(see p. 16 for story 


Descendants of Christian Petrus Paulus de Keyzer 


1 Christian Petrus Paulus de Keyzer 
..+Adolphine Maria Neeleman—1854-1922 * 
2 Christian Petrus Paulus de Keyzer, Jr. 
+Marie Wennekes 

3 Dolph de Keyzer—1922 

3 Henri de Keyzer—1923 

3 Chris de Keyzer—1924 


peewee ewenaeeeeees 
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pa 2 Henricus Cornelius Johannes de Keyzer—1878-1950 


+Elizabeth Johanna Theodora Van der Berg—1881- 
1949 


PrePeeTeee Teer re ree rere eerie iri irri) 


3 Beth de Keyzer 

pe Bet ree +Diemer 

2 Adrianus Johannes de Keyzer—1875-1945 
+Grietje Leeuwerink—1879-1971 ** 


been ee eeeseeenerees 


hee eee 3 Christian Petrus Paulus de Keyzer—1900- 


1951 
+Lilliam Madison Nolly 


Sete ee eens ers ecerereese 


ey Sees 3 Cornelje de Keyzer—1903-1968 


+Robert Hall Williams—1902-1974 

3 Adolphine Maria de Keyzer—1906-1980 
+William Alsey Boone—1900-1962 

3 Adrianus Johannes de Keyzer—1923-1993 
ited TE eM es +Edith Loeb—1923- 

Johanna Sophia de Keyzer—1882-1959 
+Josephus Asrsen—1880-1958 

Adrianus Wilhehmus de Keyzer 

+Maria Catharina Johanna Van Weert—1885-1956 
3 Adolph Christian Marie de Keyzer 

3 Henri Johan Marie de Keyzer 

+Petronella Johanna Sophia Thysven 

3 Christian Johan Marie de Keyzer 

Helena Jansneerf de Keyzer—1891 - 1976 

+J.H. RT. Van Weert 

Hein de Keyzer 
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Adolphine de Keyzer 
+A. Remkes 


Catharina Maria Hendrika de Keyzer 1897-1958 
+Hugo Jacabus Van Rign 





* Parents of Adolphine Maria Neeleman 
Johannes Neeleman 
+ Adrianna Van Moerkerk —1821-1888 
** Parents of Grietje Leeuwerink 
Dowe Leeuwerink 
+ Cornelia Naaltje 


Given names were Anglicized as follows: 
Grietje = Gretchen 

Johannes = Johnny 

Aldophine = Phine 

Neeltje = Nellie 
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A TRIP TO LOWER GREENE 
The Wilson Daily Times, July 3, 1917 : 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 

The madam and daughter being away, the boy lieutenant at 
Leavenworth learning to fight the Germans and I feeling 
lonely and tired of the single blessedness (cussedness rather 
I should have said), I was glad of the opportunity yesterday 
to get out of town and go over some country I had never be- 
fore seen—lower Greene on the borders of Pitt and Lenoir 
counties. We first went through a portion of the Black Creek 
section in Wilson county and just over Roundtree’s Bridge, 
where Mr. And Mrs. F. L. Carr’s possessions begin. We 
were particularly struck with the clean condition of every- 
thing growing. The fine tobacco, fairly good cotton; but 
more particularly the abundance of corn planted and being 
from waist to head high and ready to be laid by. From here 
on to and through the Stantonsburg section we found also 
some good crops; but not on every place. Across Ruffin’s 
bridge in upper Greene and through the lands of yours truly 
we tried to believe was something worth while, but had a 
surprise coming. Began to feel small before we had gone 
five miles further. In the Haywood Edmundson and 
Randolph section, mostly owned by Bert Darden, guardian, 
Will and Fred Carr of Wilson, Dock West, the Condon boys 
and others, we found everything growing rapidly and ina 
high state of cultivation—the large corn acreage noticeable. 
A bigger surprise, though, was yet in store. 

Five to ten miles further down—at Wooten’s Cross 
Roads—and at Castoria, and on through Lizzie, Willow 
Green, the Ormond section, Murray’s on the E.C.R.R., near 
Farmville, and within ten miles of Greenville we have never 
before seen anything to near equal this beautiful scene. We 
remarked here, “Well the Germans are Whipped.” Never 
saw better tobacco, cotton twice or three times the size of 
less favored sections and corn to beat the band. We really 
believe enough corn will be made in that God-favored sec- 
tion to last them five years. We took dinner at Castoria with 
those most hospitable people, Mrs. T. W. Carr and Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Harper. By the way, did you ever visit or pass 
through this beautiful little village (Castoria) in mid- 
summer? It is well worth the trip if you have not, and we say 
right now before we forget it: Go and see something. A large 
grove of probably 15 or 20 acres, a massive home in the cen- 
ter, hot and cold water; in fact nearly every convenience we 
have in cities. It seems to us it is one of the few spots on this 
earth where you may be happy and perfectly contented al- 
ways. This farm—they have several others lower down—of 
nearly 3,000 acres was the home of the lamented T. W. Carr 
and is now owned jointly by his children, Will and F. L. Carr 
of Wilson, Dr. Mat. Carr of New York city and Mrs. Charles 
Harper of Castoria. The longest distance through the farm is 
nearly if not quite four miles. From the grove you get an un- 
obstructed view of one and a half to two miles in every di- 
rection of hundreds of acres of corn, cotton and tobacco and 
as the gentle winds keep them in motion one is reminded of 
miles of ocean waves. 

We saw acres in orchards, fields of vegetables and straw- 
berries; in fact, it seems everything is there and in the great- 
est abundance. 
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We also noticed stacks of baled cotton not sold yet— 
several hundred, we were told. The whole surroundings be- 
ing a cornucopia indeed. Yes, the biggest “horn of plenty” 
we ever saw on one farm. Well, we say again Germany is 
whipped. She may not quite realize it yet. We know it now, 
since taking this trip. She can’t compete with what we saw. 

CaPak: 
[Editor: we have no clue as to the identity of the writer of 
this article] 


MOSES DEW OBITUARY 
The Wilson Times, October 8, 1914 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 

After more than a year of suffering as the result of a fall 
Mr. Moses Dew a prominent farmer of this county and citi- 
zen of Wilson passed away about three o’clock this morning 
in the 76" year of his age. 

The family from which Mr. Dew descended was one of the 
earliest of this section and the subject of this notice has lived 
here all his life and seen Wilson grow from a small town [to] 
a little village to the city that it is. He has always been gener- 
ous and kind, a devout christian and a pillar of the Primitive 
Baptist church, a member since early manhood. In all the 
walks of life as a citizen, father and husband, he measured 
up to all that was true and good. 

When the call to arms came to defend his beloved South- 
land, there was no hesitation on his part, but away he went to 
bare his bosom to shock of battle and the hurtling volleys of 
iron and steel. 

He leaves a wife and three children, Mrs. Ros Balance of 
Fremont, Mrs. Barney Forbes, of Black Creek, and Mr. 
Moses Dew of Wilson. 

The funeral will occur from the residence at nine o’clock 
in the morning and be conducted by Elders P. D. Gold and J. 
F, Farmer. 

The following are the honorary pall bearers: Messrs. W. 
P. Wootten, J. C. Hadley, George Hackney, Chief Mar- 
shburne, Dr. C. E. Moore, J. T. Wiggins and E. F. Killette. 

The active pall bearers are Messrs. J. W. Beland, Wm. 
Woodard, J. A. Stephenson, W. M. Farmer, Doane Herring 
and J. A. Corbett. 

[Editor’s notes: On Nov. 1, 1877, Moses Dew, b. Apr. 12, 1838, 
married Medie E. Williford, b. Feb. 25, 1858, d. June 16, 1919. The 
marriage was performed, at Jordan Winstead’s home, by A. J. 
Moore, Min., witnessed by W. S. Dew, J. H. Barnes, and J. J. West. 
Daughter Sarah (Sallie) Dew, 24, married W. R. Balance, 35, on 
Dec. 7, 1893, at her parent’s home. The marriage was performed by 
P. D. Gold, Primitive Baptist Minister and was witnessed by G. W. 
Dew, E[dwin]. L. Peele [nephew], and Moses Dew. The other 
daughter, Martha, was born in 1875. Moses Dew was buried in Ma- 
plewood Cemetery, Wilson, N. C. Marriages of Wilson County, 
North Carolina, 1855-1899, J. Robert Boykin, Ul; Wilson County, 
North Carolina 1800 Census, J. Robert Boykin; Wilson County, 
North Carolina Federal Census of 1900, Joan L. Howell and Janice 
C. Sharpe; Wilson Count, North Carolina, Cemeteries—Vol. IV, 
Joan L. Howell. The Dew Family was featured in “Family Connec- 
tions,” the WCGS column in the Wilson Daily Times on Nov. 21, 
2000, and Feb. 20, 2001. These columns were included in the Janu- 
ary 2001 and March 2001 issues of Trees of Wilson. | 
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DON’T OPEN CONTENTNEA CREEK II 


Excerpt from Early Petitions and Lists of Wilson, North Carolina, 1755-1866. Compiled by 
Hugh B. Johnston. (A copy of the unpublished manuscript is shelved in the Wilson County Public Library.) 

There were two copies of a petition against opening Contentnea Creek presented to the General Assembly of North Caro- 
lina in 1792. The first version was included in the May 2002 Trees. The text part of the two petitions was identical except for 


the last sentence on the second one, dated July 1, 1792. 


To The Honorable the General Assembly of the State of North Carolina 
The Petition of Sundry inhabitants of the State of North Carolina suscbribed humbly Sheweth that they are informed a peti- 
tion will be presented to the next General Assembly for the purpose of opening Contentnea Creek from Cobbs Landing to the 
fork thereof. Your petitioners further sheweth that there is three water Grist mills erected across the said Creek Between the 
said Landing and fork the lowest of which has been standing upwards of twenty Years uninterrupted and which mills are of 
the Greatest benefit to the inhabitants in General. Your petitioners further Sheweth and represent that at the lowest mill 
across the said Creek there is a very considerable falls, and cannot be made navigable above the same, as the smallness and 
the shortness of the said Creek above the falls and many inconveniences renders a navigation above the said falls intirely im- 
practicable, and would tend to the Great injury inconvenience and burthen to the inhabitants in General the distance from the 
lowest mill to the upper is about Ten miles-----your petitioners Therefore humbly pray that no Act of Assembly may be 
passed that will tend in anywise to injure the said mills further than to open a passage for fish in the fish season and your pe- 
titioners as in duty bound will ever pray &c. The owners of the mills say they are willing to open their dams for the passage 
of fish up the creek in the fish season. 
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Archal®. Barnes 
Elias Daniell 
Isaac Lamb 
Benjamin Morriss 
Jeptha (I) Barefoot, Sr. 
William Barnes 
Theophilus Brookins 
Joel Eless 

Stephen Brookins 
Josiah Ellis 

Cader Rountree 
Daniell Dickinson 
James Renfrow, Jr. 
Malichi (X) Brantley 
Barney Hamilton 
John Barnes 

Jn°. Evans 

Joab (X) Spivey 
John Stanton 
Abb”. (?) Simms 
David Dickinson 





Steven Vickers 


From the Hugh Johnston files 


Stephen Vickers, son of John Vickers, Sr., and wife 
, moved prior to 1790 to Darlington 


Mary 
County, South Carolina. 


On March 27 and 28, 1798, under a power of attor- 
ney from some of the children of his brother George 
Vickers, he made three deeds of property heired by 
them in Edgecombe County, North Carolina 
(Edgecombe County Deed Book 9, pp. 35, 272, and 
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January 28. 2003 Meeting of the Genealogical Society 
The meeting, which was held in the Stancil business on Ward boulevard, was 
opened with the welcoming and introduction of our guests. The minutes were ap- 
proved as written in Trees and Henry Powell gave the treasurer's report. We began 
the period with $8,315.06 and ended the year with $10,283.38. This increase was 
mostly from dues and the sale of calendars. Henry also gave a report on the book 

inventory which is presently valued at $11,576.90 

The library committee, composed of Carol Forbes, Joan Waddel, Dick Roun- 
tree, Sue Powell and Ron Horton, was reminded that they are to travel to other 
libraries to gather information that might be helpful in the formation of our new 
room in the remodeled library. The contents of the WCPL Local and History and 
Genealogy Room will be moved in late February and volunteers are needed for 
that project. During construction it will be located in the right front on the main 
floor. 

Work needs to be started again on the Founding Families book and there is a 
workshop planned, possibly in February in the library. The waterways map will 
be ready in March 

Work on the Trees 2002 index continues and will be finished soon. 

The Old Dobbers/Jones County reunion (Lenior, Greene and Jones Counties) 
will be June 25th through 28th. There will be tours of the counties and various 
programs will be given. We have no price yet and should have more information 
on the times and programs soon. 

Frances Roberson gave a report and showed pictures on the Oakland House and 
plantation in Person county. The house was built on land grant land given to the 
Hollman family. It was completed in 1790 and has been in the family seven gen- 
erations. For a number of years, it was unoccupied, but Leigh Hollman Gunn and 
her husband restored the house to "museum" quality and have lived there on the 
remaining 600 acreas since. It was a dream come true for Leigh. 

Sue Powell gave a most interesting report on a recent trip to Ellis Island and in- 
corporated slides and information on the de Keyzer family who entered the coun- 
try through there. There were some members of the family with us for the eve- 
ning. With Sue's interesting presentation on the various steps that immigrants 
were taken through and the factual comments of the family, it really gave us more 
insight into process used to enter our country at that time. It was an added pleas- 
ure to have the de Keyzers with us and to be able to view the actual documents 
that belong to their family. 

Henry Powell gave a brief overview of the Tenement District in New York and 
Sue made a most graphic presentation of the area and the living conditions of the 
times. After which we knew that life was not so good there! It was a very enlight- 
ening program. 


(Tracking an Ancestor, Continued from 
page 13) 

and other documents. Study these 
individuals' records for clues about 
relationships among them as well as 
their arrival dates and origins. Exam- 
ine county histories and maps for 
likely migration routes and origins of 
prominent settlers. 

Assemble all this data in chronologi- 
cal order, noting all sources, to use in 
the next stages of your search. 

Without vital records, proof of an 
ancestor's parentage will most likely 
be found in the place where the par- 
ents died, not where the child was 
born. Backtrack the ancestor's migra- 
tion each step of the way. 

When the person ceases to appear as 
a census head-of-household, note also 
the presence/absence of his neighbors 
and associates. Search for the group's 
earlier appearances along migration 
routes. 

Wherever the ancestor was when he 
would have been a child in the next- 
earlier census, look there for house- 
holders of the same surname with a 
child of the right sex and age. Search 
that householder's records. 

As before, begin with probate docu- 
ments, deeds, and other county re- 
cords. If the householder did not die in 
that place, retrace the migration route 
to look for the place where that person 
died. 

Any record you find that proves 
who a person's children were, also 
proves who was the parent of each 
of those children. If your ancestor 
was one of the children, you have 
found his father or mother. If not, con- 
tinue your search as before. When you 
have found the ancestor's parent, con- 
tinue tracking that parent backwards 
step-by-step repeating the same strate- 
gies. 


Frances Roberson 
Secretary 


Queries 
Queries may be posted by WCGS members to the WCGS discussion group 
WilsonNC@yahoogroups.com 

If your are not a member of WCGS then send your query to 

Ancestor@wegs.org 

If your query is reasonable then it may be posted to the WilsonNC group as a 
courtesy. There is no charge for this service. 

Postal queries will be dealt with on an individual basis with no guarantee that any 
will be posted to the discussion group. We do not answer queries in Trees. 


Wilson County Public Library Genealogy Resources 
The library is just beginning a major addition and renovation. The statf has 
promised to do all they can to maintain access to the fine collection of local ge- 
nealogical resources but users should be prepared to make adjustments in their 
plans. Please ask at the second floor reference desk for information on where to 
find these resources. The library is open M-W 9-9, Thu-Sat 9-6, not on Sunday. 


Information provided by: 
Genealogical Services 

State Library of North Carolina 

109 E. Jones Street 

Mailing Address: 4647 Mail Service 
Center 

Raleigh, NC 27699-4647 
919-733-7222 
http://statelibrary.dcr.state.nc.us/iss/gr 
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WCGS Publications: please call or write for a catalog with com- | Maps 

plete details, or view the list on our web site. 

Books 

____ They Moved Away - North Carolinians Who Went to 
Other States. $15.00 

____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1860. $30.00 Confederate Field Map #4. $5.00 

___ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1870. $30.00 


Town of Wilson, Map 1872. $5.00 
___ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume | ____ Town of Wilson, Map 1882. $5.00 
$30.00 


Roy Taylor Books (discontinued) 


___ Wilson County Historical Map. $5.00 
___ Confederate Field Map #1. $5.00 
____ Confederate Field Map #2. $5.00 
___ Confederate Field Map #3. $5.00 


Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume II 


Miscellaneous 
$30.00 ___ Cemetery Finder (paper) donation $5.00 shipping included 
___ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume II! ___ Wilson Co. Estates Inventory (paper) $5.00 shipping included 
$30.00 ___ 2003 WCGS Calendar $11 + .70 NC tax, shipping 
___Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume IV included. Family heritage of Eastern Wilson Co. 
$30.00 





Payment and shipping: Shipping cost for each book is $3.00. Shipping cost for maps is $3.00 for 1-4 items. 
Add 6.5% sales tax for NC residents on merchandise total (not on shipping). 











Total of items ordered $ Shipping $ Sales Tax $ Total of Order$ 
O Check Enclosed 0 Bill my Credit Card #.(Visa or MasterCard) 
Expires Authorized by: (Signature for charges please) 
Ship to: ry 
Street 
City State Zip 
Telephone: E-Mail: 


Li Please enroll me as a member of WCGS. I enclose $20 for personal membership & subscription to Trees. Please allow 3-5 weeks 
for shipping on all orders. You may order books & membership through our website. http://www.wcgs.org. 
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March 2003 
Hello 
° > > 
President’s Yesterday, as we 
Message | were driving through 





Elizabeth City, our 
eyes were caught by a sign for the Ge- 
nealogy Library of the Family Re- 
search Society of Northeastern N. C. 
Of course, we stopped to make a visit. 

Inside we found two helpful volun- 
teers and an interesting collection of 
materials which have been donated to 
the genealogical and historical society 
for the seven counties which were part 
of the original Albemarle County, the 
first organized and settled area of the 
Carolinas. 

Their collection of family bible re- 
cords, descendency charts and photo- 
graphs, and other materials is impres- 
sive and brought to mind what we 
have an opportunity to do in Wilson 
County. 

When the bond issue was passed for 
the expansion of the Wilson County 
Public Library, the library trustees 
specified that WCGS have a role in the 
expansion of the Genealogy and Local 
History Room. A committee has been 
established that will work with the li- 
brary staff and will make recommen- 
dations about the arrangement of the 
collection and the furnishings of the 
room. The committee will be visiting 
other libraries housing genealogical 
collections to learn what has worked 
well in other areas. The committee 
welcomes input from members who 
have had good and bad experiences us- 
ing other collections (not staff prob- 
lems). What have other libraries done 
that have helped the users? What have 
you thought could be done to help you 
in your research? Please send us your 
ideas. 

Also we would like to have your 
family charts and histories, Bible re- 
cords and the like which can be filled 
for others to use. 

Sue Powell 


March 2003 
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March 25th Meeting 

Our next meeting will be at 7:00 pm. 
Tuesday, March 25, 2003, in the confer- 
ence room of Durwood Stancil Refrig- 
eration, 3425 Ward Blvd, Wilson, lo- 
cated midway between Brentwood and 
the Bucks VFW facility, across from the 
Wilson Woods Apartments. 

The program will be presented by 
Laura Alley on the non-population 
schedules of the 1850, 1860, 1870, and 
1880 Census records. Many genealo- 
gists overlook these schedules and are 
unaware of the valuable information that 
can be found there to tell more about 
our ancestor’s daily lives. 

For example, the Agricultural Sched- 
ule includes the farm owner’s name, 
agent or manager of the farm, acres of 
land, cash value of the farm, kind and 
quantity of livestock raised, and kinds 
and quantity of produce harvested. 

Ms. Alley has prepared abstract forms 
closely resembling the original Agricul- 
tural Schedules which enable a person 
to abstract the data included. She will 
explain how we can use these forms to 
learn more about our ancestors who 
were land owners. 

Please join us on the 25th as we learn 
more about the special census schedules 
and how to abstract them. 
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2002 INDEX 

You will find enclosed with this issue 
of Trees the index for the 2002 issues of 
our Chronicles of the Wilson County 
Genealogical Society (Trees). The for- 
mat is basically the same as in previous 
years in that every name is listed alpha- 
betically, and married women are also 
listed under their maiden names if the 
maiden name was used in the article. 

Generally the names appear in the in- 
dex as they appeared in the articles, so 
users should search the index for variant 
spellings of a surname. If a name ap- 
pears more than once on a page, it will 
be listed only once in the index. De- 
pending upon the content of the page, 
you can determine if you should search 
for additional listings of the name on 
the page. If a name appears on succes- 
sive pages, the inclusive pages will be 
hyphenated. 

One difficulty with this index is that 
of page numbers. When preparation for 
the index began, it was discovered that 
the June and August issues bear the 
same page numbers (70-81). To over- 
come this, those pages are numbered 
with the month (as 75-June or 79- 
August). The editors apologize for this 
error and hope that you will find it to be 
only a minor inconvenience. 

Back issues of Trees of Wilson, in- 
cluding the corresponding year’s index, 
are still available as bound annual vol- 
umes. Each volume is priced at $20 
which covers reprint and binding costs 
plus $3.00 shipping. In state purchases 
also include 7% sales tax ($1.40 per 
volume). 

The editors have enjoyed preparing 
the material for publication in Trees, 
and are always excited to receive mate- 
rial from members that we can include. 
Many thanks to those who have contrib- 
uted articles. Keep those articles com- 
ing. To those who have not sent mate- 
rial, we would like to encourage you to 
become a contributor. 
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This chronicle is published by the Wilson County 
Genealogical Society, organized February 26, 
1991. Address: P.O. Box 802, Wilson, NC 
27894-0802. Telephone 252-243-1660. Internet 
address: 

http://www.wcegs.org 

Trees is published monthly except for Decem- 
ber and July. An annual index is published in a 
spring issue. Trees is indexed in PERSI Active 
membership is for a calendar year and includes a 
subscription to the ten issues published each year 
or issues remaining from the date of receipt of 
payment. Annual individual membership is $15. 

Materials of genealogical interest to the mem- 
bers of WCGS are accepted for publication at the 
discretion of the Editors and should pertain to 
families with connections in Wilson County and 
its neighboring and parent counties. WCGS can- 
not accept any responsibility for the content of 
contributed materials, including errors and omis- 
sions. Please direct any questions to the contribu- 
tor. Their names and addresses will be provided 
upon request for worthwhile purposes. 

Queries from WCGS members are accepted 
and posted at WilsonNC@yahoogroups.com 
Officers 2001 

President: Sue Powell 

Vice President: Mary Anne Sheak 

Secretary: Frances Roberson 

Treasurer: Henry Powell 

Board Members: Carol Forbes, Dick Rountree, 

Grace Turner 

Past Presidents: Joan Howell, Reese Ferrell, 

Katye Alford, Henry Powell, Sue Powell, Carol 

Forbes 

Newsletter Editors: Henry & Sue Powell 

Contributors: Grace Turner, Joyner Stanton, 

J. Robert Boykin III, Albert Page, Lisa Y. 

Henderson, Horace Peele, Richard F. Barnes. 
Committees: 

H.B. Johnston Papers: Sue Powell 

Cemetery Publications: Joan Howell 

Internet Coordinators: Horace Peele & Henry 

Powell 

Wilson Founding Families: Marion Moore 

Programs: Sue Powell, Carol Forbes 
Please send address changes to WCGS, PO Box 
802, Wilson, NC 27894. 

Email: ancestor@wegs.org 

Trees is mailed under our non-profit bulk mailing 
permit to subscribers of record at the date of mail- 
ing. Bulk mail is not forwarded by the Post Office. 


Contents © 2003 Wilson County Genealogical 
Society, Inc. All rights reserved. No items may 
be used without permission in writing from 
WCGS except for brief reviews. 


WCGS has been designated as a 501(c)3 non- 
profit corporation by the U.S. Internal Revenue 
Service. The Tax Identification number for 
WCGS is 56-1869136. 
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Family Connections - Wilson Daily Times ,Feb 18 
The Bell Family 


This family description is based on information provided by Fonda 
Bell Miller, a WCGS member in Northern Virginia who has deep roots 
in our local area, with information from her cousin, Grover Dees. We 
are grateful for the details which they have shared. We will add some 
family history to this. 

The surname of Bell dates to the Norman Conquest of England in 
1066. There are many families with this surname in the early years of 
the Norman occupation. It is likely that many took their name from the 
French word "belle" for pretty or beautiful. For example, Roger le Bel 
(Roger the fair) lived in County Norfolk in 1186. Serlo Belle, on the 
other hand, is thought to have been the local bellringer at a church in 
Yorkshire in 1199. Then, in 1297, there was Osbert filius Belle (Osbert 
son of Bell, probably short for Isabell). Not to overlook, in 1332, John 
atte Belle (John who lived at the sign of the Bell, probably the name 
for a public house or pub). 

The first settlers to Virginia beginning with the founding of James- 
town in 1607 included: Alexander and John Bell who arrived in 1654 
as indentured servants of Thomas Willoughby of Lower Norfolk 
County; Thomas Bell, Jr. of Accomack County who married Barbara 
Wise about 1695; Robert Bell of Accomack County who married 
Tabitha Scarburgh before 1709; and John Bell of Surrey County who 
married Ann Bennett in 1713. There are literally dozens more similar 
records in the early Virginia archives which show Bells scattered 
across tidewater Virginia. 

The settlement of North Carolina shows much the same scattering of 
Bells. John Bell was granted 640 acres at Lockwoods Folly in New 
Hanover Precinct in 1735; James Bell was granted 250 acres in Car- 
teret County on Harlows Creek in 1741; Thomas Bell owned lIand in 
New Hanover County in 1743; William Bell was granted 480 acres in 
Anson County on the Broad River in 1753; Newell Bell was granted 
419 acres near Church Bell in Carteret County in 1755; Andrew Bell 
was granted 100 acres in Carteret County on the Newport River in 
1761; Benjamin Bell was granted 200 acres in Duplin County on Bea- 
ver Dam Branch in 1761; Jonathan Bell had land in Hyde County in 
1764. William Bell was living in Wayne County before 1790. Again, 
there are dozen more similar land entries. 

The line that is of particular interest in this case is a Bell family 
found in the Oldfield area of Nash (now Wilson) County. The early re- 
cords of Nash county do not list any members of this family, so it ap- 
pears they came there somewhat later. By 1850, John Bell , age 30, and 
his wife Rebecca, age 21, with daughter Polly, age 5, were living in 
Nash County, listed as a farming family born in North Carolina. John 
was the son of William Bell of Wayne County, listed above. In the first 
Wilson County census, that of 1860, John W. and Rececca had added 
children Sallie 10, Martha 7, James B. 4, and Patience 3 mo. John was 
now listed as a well-to-do miller with real estate valued at $2,400. 

According to the Bell Family Bible, William Lindsey "Linzy" Bell 
died Sept. 6, 1848. John W. Bell was born Aug. 15, 1819. He was the 
son of William "Linzy" Bell and Polly his wife (Mary "Polly" 
Newsom). It was also recorded in the Bible that John W. Bell and 
"Rebecka" (Rebecca) Peele married on the 18th of November 1845 (in 
Nash County). 

In the Wilson County NC Federal Census of 1860, Old Field District, 
family 971, we find listed John W. Bell, 40 year old male, occupation- 
miller (he did not own slaves); his wife, Rebecca Bell, 30 year old fe- 

(Continued on page 27) 
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(Bell, Continued from page 26) cause, if I didn't, the food would all be gone." He was a 
male who cannot read or write; their children Mary Bell, 13 fisherman all his life. He loved to tell jokes to his custom- 
years old; Sallie Bell, 10 years old; Martha Bell, 7 years old; | ers in the drugstore and to his family. My daddy could 
James B. Bell (my grandfather), four years old; and Patience | light up a room with his jokes. He told me that his mother 
Bell, three months old. Emma Wiggins was one-quarter Cherokee. I am still try- 

It is family knowledge that John W. Bell died in Maryland | ing to find that Native American on my family tree. Was 
at Point Lookout, a Civil War prison camp for Confederates. | this a joke? Some think so. 


According to Union Prisoner of War Records and National Prepared by: 
Archives and Pension Records, John W. Bell joined the Fonda Bell Miller 
Confederate Cavalry 4/20/1862. He helped protect the rail- Henry & Sue Powell 
roads in Northeast NC and VA. Approximately Sept. 1862, With help from C. C. Lucas, MD 


John W. Bell was at a hospital in Petersburg for three 
months. His horse died 12/29/1862. He was captured at Fort 
‘Harrison on Sept 30, 1864. John W. Bell died 2/24/1865 at 
Point Lookout, MD. I have visited there and found his name 
on the mass grave monument. John W. Bell 7th Confederate 
Cavalry is inscribed on the monument. He was in Company 
H, as recorded in Point Lookout Prison Camp for Confeder- 
ates. If he wrote letters to Rebecca, she would have had to 
get someone to read them to her. Conditions in Civil War 
prison camps were terrible. This camp was on a point of 
land that was exposed to all forms of bad weather. Small 
pox was rampant and death from disease was frequent. I 
have heard that at Point Lookout, the Confederate prisoners 
had to bury their own dead. I read that guards who were for- 
mer slaves showed kindness to the prisoners, and in at least 
one instance, money was given to help in survival. 
In the Wilson County, North Carolina Federal Census of Sources: 


James Bailey Bell 

B. 5 Aug 1855 

D. 10 Aug 1916 

Son of John W. Bell 
/ and Rebecca Peelle 

| Bell. Buried in Per- 

: kins Cemetery, Pike- 
ville, NC (Wayne 
County) beside his 
mother. 

Grandfather of Fonda 
Bell Miller who sup- 
plied this photo. 





1870, Wilson Township, we find family 294, Rebecca Bell, e The Bell Family Bible (owned by Hilda Bell 
42 years old, cannot read or write; Sallie Bell, 18 years old, Smith) 

domestic servant; Martha Bell, 17 years old, domestic ser- e Marriage records of Nash County, NC 

vant; Patience Bell, 10 years old; and James Bell (my grand- e Roster of Pikeville school 1914-1917 


father) 14 years old. Living next door is Mary (Bell) Atkin- 
son, 22 years old (married in May) to Benjamin Atkinson. 
This marriage is also recorded in the Bell family Bible with 


The Federal Census of Wilson County, 1860 
The Federal Census of Wilson County, 1870 


the children of John W. Bell and Rebecca Peele Bell. Mary y UROL EASON: of War Records and National Ar- 
Polly Bell, b. 1/25/1847, married on 5/22/1870, to Benjamin CHIN Gs PotBS On SEO AIS URSIN INS Eh) 

Atkinson. Sallie Bell b. May 29, 1851, married Elbert Todd ¢ my cousin Grover Dees) 

on Feb. 11, 1885, in Wilson Co.; Sallie died Dec. 20, 1895. ¢ Monument at Point Lookout, Maryland 

Martha Bell, probably unmarried, departed this life Septem- e Point Lookout Prison Camp for Confederates by 
ber 27, 1877. James Bailey Bell was born Aug. 5, 1855, and Edwin W. Beitzell 

died Aug. 10, 1916. It is family knowledge that "Jim" was a e Anarticle in Trees of Wilson p. 101 Oct. 2001 on 
farmer near Pikeville, NC, and that he died of a brain tumor. the Todd Family 

He married Emma Elizabeth Wiggins, b. Dec. 5, 1877 d. ¢ Nicks Family Page (Aunt Essie’s descendants) 


Mar. 29, 1960. They were married Jan 3, 1894. James Bai- 


ley Bell is buried at Perkins Cemetery in Pikeville, NC, be- MAGGIE WILSON OBITUARY 


side his mother Rebecca Peele Bell b. Oct. 12, 1828, d. Aug. Th . . 
; e Wilson Times, June 30, 1914 
17, 1894.. Their stones are nearly unreadable. Emma Wig- Contributed by I. Robert Boykin 


gins Bell is buried in Goldsboro, NC. Rebecca Peele Bell Mrs, Magsie Wilson 
may have been a Quaker. Also buried in Perkins Cemetery, MigsiMernats velo oe fe of M H Wilson ee olored 
we find Patience Bell Crawford, b.2/21/1860, d. 4/28/1930, Fe aos ie arted this life at 2:5[?] eS Es ee 
daughter of John W. Bell, buried with her husband Benja- sericea P fs h h h ; pe rmer 
min Crawford. The descendants of James Bailey Bell's sis- eens member of the Baptist CUCL Se Ege 
ters are unknown to me. I would like to meet them if they SQM SOBRE ISE ae ene es 
Pranid read this article ; by Rev. T. M. Davis and Rev. U. D. King. The remains 
The nine children of tame Bailey Bell and Emma Eliza- will be taken pe Tarborn at 12:45. Beside(s] her husband 
b ide rere the deceased is survived by her son Samuel and Sister 
eth Wiggins (Bell) grew up on a farm near Pikeville, NC. rece Rehind A SUBSCRIBER 
They helped work the farm and attended school in Pikeville. y ; 
My daddy (Roy Bell) was heard to say "I had to eat fast be- 


sh 
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James Bailey and Emma Elizabeth Wiggins Bell Family 
Contributed by Fonda Bell Miller 


The nine children of James Bailey Bell and Emma Elizabeth Wiggins are listed below. 
1. Martha Lillian Bell (a secretary) b. 11/27/1894 d. 3/3/1971 
m. Clarence Dees (a farmer) b. 5/29/1893 d.2/22/1979 
Child Challis Dees b.1/29/1918 
m. Janice Eleanor Smith 
Their children are Bill, Grover, Charles, Jim 
2. Mayme (Mamie) Bell (a nurse) b. 1/9/1895 d. 7/4/1972 
m. Robert Taylor (He had a son from another marriage) 
3. James Buren Bell (owned a furniture store in Williamston, NC) b. 4/20/1897 d. 8/23/1970 
m. Leia Grantham (Bell) 
Two children: Hilda Bell (Smith) daughter of Buren and Leia Bell 
m. Andy Smith (their children are Patricia Lynda Smith Harrison and Terry Diane 
Smith Gross) 
James Lassiter Bell b. Aug. 16,1920 d. Apr. 1964, son of Buren and Leia, 
m. Mary Sandling (Lassiter and Mary Bell had Mary Ann, Kimberly and Jim) 
4. Naomi Bell b. 7/191898 d. 5/18/1987 (loved to fish) 
m. ???Johnson 
one child Lots Bell Johnson (Bryant) b. July 21, 1921 d. Feb. 24,1989 
m. Donahue Bryant d. after 1989 (Lois and Donnie renovated a stage coach stop in Saratoga, NC, into their beautiful 
home. It is now on the historical register.) 
Naomi next married Mr. Bass. 
5. Reba May Bell (school teacher, family historian, like a mother to Roy) b. 9/6/1900. d. 6/17/1962 buried Goldsboro, 
NC. 
m. Grover Wiley Dees b. 8/22/1893 d. 12/28/1944 
6. Dolly Essie Bell b. 8/17/1902 d. 11 21/1987 (a sweet sister) 
m. Charles (C.C.) Dameron 
two children Emma Jean Dameron (Tyndall) 
Her children Susan Tyndall (Williams), Marsha Tyndall, Keith Tyndall 
and Naomi Corinne Dameron (Lewis) b. Feb. 26, 1924 d. Jan. 2, 1988. (Corinne was an artist) 
Her children Roger Anthony Lewis b. May 15, 1948 d. Dec. 17, 1955, Charles Thomas Lewis, 
Nelda Corinne Lewis, Martin Douglas Lewis, Kimberlin Taylor Lewis 
7. Leroy (Roy) Bell (a pharmacist, graduated at Medical College of VA) (my father). b. Feb. 28, 1905 d. Mar. 12, 1976 
buried Fremont, NC. with my mother. . 
m. Flora Crews Best (Bell) b. Aug. 18, 1911 d. Jan. 25, 1995 
one child, me, Fonda Crews Bell Miller, (teacher and writer) b. June 24, 1947 
m. Samuel C. Miller b. Nov. 30, 1948 
We had one child Emily Marie Miller b. Mar. 9. 1988 (Smart, beautiful, talented and kind) 
8. Earl Worth Bell (a pharmacist, also graduated at MCV) (buried Hopewell, VA). b. 12/01/1907 d. 11/10/1998 
m. Elizabeth 
two children Carter Bell who married Oza (Their children Anne, Lynne, and Brad.) 
and George Bell who took care of his daddy. Earl Bell in his old age. 
9. Clara Lee Bell (Boykin) b. Nov. 21, 1911 (the beautiful baby sister) 
m. Leslie Boykin 
two children Betsy Boykin (Bond) b. Feb. 21, 1938 d. Sept, 1975 
and Jimmy Boykin who married Frances and had a child Bryan Boykin 


DR. J. W. MOORE OBITUARY Zion church for the past forty years and at the last conference 

The Wilson Times, March 4, 1914 held by this church he was elected presiding elder emiritus 

Contributed by J. Robert Boykin [sic.]. 

Worthy Colored Man Dies Dr. Moore leaves two children and a concourse of friends 
Dr. J. W. Moore one of Wilson’s most esteemed colored Of both races who regret his departure. 

citizens passed away today at 11 o’clock at the age of 77. The funeral services will be conducted Friday at the A. M. 


The deceased has been a presiding elder in the A. M. E. E. Zion church. 
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LANDINGS ON TAR RIVER 
Contributed by Mary Mason 


[Mary Mason contributed to WCGS the book, 4S WE 
WERE, A Personal Sketch of Family Life, by Bruce Cotton, 
from which this article was taken. The book was “privately 
printed for the family only” in Baltimore in 1935. Only fifty 
copies were printed. Mary found this book among a box of 
books that she purchased at an auction. She contributed it to 
WCGS because this family lived in Wilson at one time. The 
way of life is interestingly described and the style of writing 
is very enjoyable. Other excerpts of the book may be in- 
cluded in future issues of Trees. | 


The Old Dominion Steamship Company also operated 
boats on the river for a period of about forty years. Their 
steamer, the R. L. Myers, was peculiarly well-fitted for river 
work. It was the R. L. Myers 2nd, that I knew the best. Her 
captain, W. A. Parvin, was a northern man who coming south 
just before the war, did a bit in the Confederate Army, and 
ever afterwards ran a boat on Tar River. Many trips I have 
taken with him and his mate, George Dowdy, to Tarboro and 
Washington, and return. I knew every landing from Tarboro 
to Washington, and am still filled with the lore of Tar River, 
absorbed from Captain Parvin and George Dowdy, as well as 
from Hanks, the engineer, and old Uncle Arden, a negro en- 
gineer, who spent his entire life in voyages up and down Tar 
River. 

The river was, in early colonial days, frequently referred to 
as Taw River, and some of our historians have stated that 
Taw was the Indian name of the river, and that its Indian 
meaning was the River of Health. There appears, however, 
no real foundation for this pretty supposition. It is much more 
likely that the early settlers on the upper river named the 
river Taw, in honor of their own Taw river back in Devon- 
shire, England, from which vicinity many of them came. The 
name, naturally, very quickly became changed to Tar river, 
in honor of the principal commodity produced along its 
banks. 

Steamboating on Tar River was for long a picturesque and 
important local business; it has now for years ceased to exist 
at all. The landings have grown up in forest and since few 
people living remember them as I do, I will take you down 
the river from Tarboro to Little Washington, a distance of 
forty-five miles, and point out to you some of the landings 
well-known in my young manhood. 

Old Sparta, is eight miles below Tarboro, and is located on 
the south side of the river; this was the first place settled on 
the river and the tiny village sets some distance back from 
the landing. When it became a postoffice it became Old 
Sparta, because there was another Sparta in the State which 
had already become a postoffice, and the inhabitants were 
entirely unwilling to abandon their ancient name. It was once 
the center of a thrifty planting community. 

A few miles below Old Sparta there was Carr's Landing, a 
private landing for Bracebridge Hail, the seat of the Carr 
family. Two miles below Carr's Landing, on the north bank 
of the river, we come to Penny Hill. This is a very good land- 
ing and a very attractive spot. It was the site of an Indian 
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town in colonial days, and is said to have received its English 
name from Penny Hill, a free woman of color, who resided 
there for many years doing cooking and selling tobacco and 
eatables to the flatters who plyed up and down the river. It 
was a tiny village for a hundred years, then disappeared en- 
tirely. 

Next on the south side of the river was Dupree's Landing, a 
private landing, and about three miles below is Pillsboro, the 
landing for the village of Falkland. This place was first 
known as William's Landing, also as Tobacco Patch and the 
Upper Bluff. Before the Civil War, someone opened a store 
there and the place was found so unhealthy that some wag 
applied the name Pillsboro, which has stuck to the present 
day. Just below Pillsboro, and on the north side of the river, 
we come to Bensboro, where there was for years a store, 
ferry and postoffice. It is difficult to locate the spot now. A 
mile below Bensboro, is located Centre Bluff, which I have 
described, but neglected to state that is was first called Fore- 
man's Landing. 

Below Centre Bluff, on the north bank of the river, was 
Reaves' Landing, a private landing of the Reaves family. 
Reaves’ Stretch, is a beautiful straight stretch of the river ex- 
tending to Bluebanks — the highest and most picturesque 
bluff on the river. Its base seems to be of blue marl, and 
nearby, extraordinary marine deposits may be unearthed. Lit- 
tle Bluebanks or Randles' Barn, is just below. General Walter 
Gwynn, commenced the construction of a fortification here 
during the Civil War, designed to arrest passage of Yankee, 
gunboats, but the work was never completed. 

Next, on the north side of the river, was Gorham's Landing, 
on the property of Colonel Gorham, a Revolutionary soldier. 
It was an important landing in the early days along the river. 

I do not recall whether Gauff's Point or Landing was above 
or below New River, but they are very near together and 
there was a ferry here also, once upon a time; on a map of 
1820 it is marked Brown's Ferry. New River or Old River, 
whichever you choose to call it, was originally a sharp bend 
or loop in the river. By cutting through a very short neck a 
mile of navigation could be saved. ‘Tis said that fishermen 
cut a small ditch through this neck, in order to take their ca- 
noes through and that nature very quickly completed the job 
so that it has now for many years been the main channel of 
the river. 

There was a landing nearer Greenville, called and fre- 
quently referred to as Slaughter House Point, but I have 
never known its signficance [sic.] or how its name was de- 
rived. 

Redbanks' Landing is three miles below Greenville. There 
was once a ferry here and one of the earliest churches built in 
the country. Below Redbanks was Barbers’ Landing and 
Simpson's Landing, neither, of any importance in my day. 
Simpson's Landing, was the landing of Colonel Simpson, the 
most prominent citizen of the county, in the days before the 
Revolution. I discovered a quaint bit of a diary kept by a 
New England sailor while his sloop lay at this landing in 
1770. He states that on one occasion he was chased up a tree 
by a ferocious wild boar while passing through the woods to 
Colonel Salter's home. Later, he was taken very ill while at 

(Continued on page 30) 
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(Tar River Landings, continued from page 29) 

the house of a Mr. Allen; he was placed in an attic room and 
frightfully neglected, he says. While his life was despaired 
of, there was a wedding in the Allen household. There was a 
party in the house every night for a week, and the girls used 
his attic as a dressing room, all of which distressed him 
deeply and he was glad to escape that rude country with his 
life. 

Just below Great Bend is Taft's Landing where there was a 
country store. I find it referred to as early as 1820. The river 
here widens and deepens so that navigation is easy from here 
to Little Washington, fifteen miles away. 

Next we come to Boyd's Ferry on the south bank of the 
river, originally known as Salters'. Grimes' Landing, the pri- 
vate landing of the Grimes family, is just below Boyd's 
Ferry, then we come to Yankee Hall, which was entirely 
abandoned as a landing in my day. Some New England trad- 
ers are said to have located there about 1800, and to have 
done a good business throughout that section for years. 

It is a pleasant run down from Yankee Hall around Willow 
Point where the river widens very considerably and the town 
of Little Washington .comes into full view. A number of old 
wrecks and hulks of ships are lying in the mud over on the 
south bank and the long rows of piles driven across the river 
to prevent the Yankees from ascending during the Civil War 
are mute reminders of those strenuous days. It is a pleasant 
trip through glorious foliage of great trees and masses of en- 
tangled vines, moss and brush. Some hundreds of huge terra- 
pins, sunning themselves on logs, have reluctantly tumbled 
overboard at our approach and we have seen no doubt a flock 
or two of wild turkeys, a number of musk rats and maybe a 
deer swimming the river. 

Returning to Centre Bluff, it was a point of activity in 
those days when the country was dependent upon the river 
for transportation. The county maintained a free ferry here 
for years, and we shipped, I recall, some 13,000 bales of cot- 
ton from this point in one season, and the incoming freight— 
especially fertilizer—was very considerable. With the build- 
ing of a railroad to Greenville, and afterwards to Farmville, 
shipping by way of the river ceased and Centre Bluff lost its 
importance as a shipping point. Finally, in 1900, father with- 
drew his business and my Centre Bluff today is one of the 
dead cities of the Tar. 


[Editor’s note: Flatters (referred to in the section on Penny 
Hill) probably refers to the men who operated flatboats and 
the person transported by them. In an earlier section of the 
book Mr. Cotton described Centre Bluff in this way: 
“Centre Bluff, a landing on Tar River, one and a half miles 
from the house. This place is supposed to have taken its 
name from the fact that it is located between two bluffs on 
the river, known in the early days, as the Upper and Lower 
Bluffs. The Upper Bluff became known as Pillsboro, and the 
Lower Bluff has long now been called Bluebanks.”] 


North Carolina river 
steamer ca. 1850 


STANTON FAMILY RECORDS 

BIBLE RECORDS OF EARLY EDGECOMBE 

Ruth Smith Williams and Margarette Glenn Griffin 
WILLIE JONES STANTON 

From the files of Hugh B. Johnston, Jr., Wilson, N. C. 

In 1794, the Reverend Willie Jones Stanton, son of James 
Stanton (October 5, 1727-1790) and wife Elizabeth Peterson, 
married Elizabeth Dickinson, daughter of Shadrach Dickin- 
son and wife Keziah Simms. He was born on December 30, 
1774, and died on October 15, 1843. She was born on April 
16, 1774, and died on February 15, 1847. They left Edge- 
combe County in 1832 and moved near Reform, Alabama. 
Children 
1. Polly Stanton was born on December 9, 1794, and died 

on June 27, 1844. She married (1) a Ruffin and (2) a Lit- 
tle. 
2. Henry Thweat Stanton was born on April 17, 1797, and 
died on June 27, 1844. On March 27, 1817, he married 
Elizabeth Vines Speight. She was born on March 6, 
1802, and died in 1865. 
James D. Stanton was born on March 17, 1799. 
John Stanton was born on March 16, 1801. 
Sallie Stanton was born on June 7, 1803. 
Edwin G. Stanton was born on May 9, 1805. 
Rufus W. J. Stanton was born on October 25, 1807, and 
died on April 24, 1843. 
Hubbard D. Stanton was born on January 2, 1810, and 
died on April 15, 1856. 
9. Warren G. Stanton was born on September 5, 1812. 
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HENRY THWEAT STANTON 
(The original Bible has been destroyed, but the following 
record of it survives in the collection of Hugh B. Johnston, 
Jr.) 

Henry Thweat Stanton, son of Willie Jones Stanton and 
wife Elizabeth Dickinson, was born near Stantonsburg in 
Lower Edgecombe County on April 17, 1797, and died on 
June 27. 1844, in Alabama. On March 27, 1817, he married 
Elizabeth Vines Speight. She was born on March 6, 1802, 
and died in 1865. 

Children 

1. William Vines Stanton was born in 1818 and died in 
1887. He married Sarah Somerville. (In the Civil War he 
served in Company I, 3 Alabama Infantry Regiment.) 

2. Wiley Jones Stanton was born in 1820. (He was a Chap- 

lain in the Confederate Army.) 

Mary Jane Stanton was born in 1822 and died in 1859. 

She married Stephen Nash. 

Margaret Stanton married Theodore Matrores. 

James Stanton died young. 

Henry Thweat Stanton. 

Seth Speight Stanton was born in Edgecombe County in 

1832, and died in Alabama in 1912. 

8. Edeom Gray Stanton was born in 1839 and died in 1908. 

9. Julia Stanton married Captain Gray Mooring. 

[Editor’s note: See Trees of Wilson, September 1998, Janu- 

ary 1999, for articles on the Stanton Family including a letter 

from Seth Speight Stanton.] 
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GEORGE WASHINGTON STANTON BIBLE 
Contributed by Joshua Joyner Stanton 


G. W. Stanton Bought in Raleigh N. C. 1870 
Price $10.00 

Present owner of Bible [at time of transcription]: 
Miss Annie Louise Stanton 

Stantonsburg, North Carolina 27883 


BIRTHS. 

Mary Lee Stanton, Daughter of G. W. & G. V. Stanton, was 
born on Tuesday May the 3 A. D. 1864. 

Martha W. Stanton, Daughter of G. W. & G. V. Stanton, was 
born on Saturday November the 25" A. D. 1865. 

John C. Stanton Son of G. W. & G. V. Stanton, was born on 
Saturday December the 26" A. D. 1868. 

Annie C. Stanton, Daughter of G. W. & G. V. Stanton, was 
born on Saturday August the 12 A. D. 1871. 

Gatsey T. Stanton, Daughter of G. W. & G. V. Stanton was 
born on Tuesday December the 17 A. D. 1872. 

Dora S. Stanton, Daughter of G. W. & G. V. Stanton was 
born on Monday April the 12" A. D. 1875. 

George W. Stanton Son of G. W. & G. V. Stanton was born 
on Saturday October the 19 A. D. 1878. 


G. W. Stanton, Father of the above children, was born April 
30 A. D. 1835. 


MARRIAGES. 

George W. Stanton (son of W. M. Stanton and Gatsey T. 
Stanton) & Georgiana V. Wilkinson (daughter of Joshua and 
Mary Wilkinson) were Married the 7” day of July A. D. 
1863. 


George W. Stanton (Son of W. M. and Gatsey T. Stanton) 
and Annie E. Atkinson (Daughter of Willey and Sally Atkin- 
son) were Married the 2™ day of June, 1881. 


Mary L. Stanton and O K Uuzzell were Married May the 28" 
A. D. 1884. 

Martha W. Stanton and J. C. Hales were Married November 
the 2" A. D. 1887. 

Gattie T. Stanton and Henry E. Thompson son of Henry and 
Louisa Thompson were married December 31* 1895. 

Dora Stanton and Lewis T. Hales son of J. J. & Loney Hales 
were married April 21* 1896. 

John G. Stanton & Ida B. Thompson, Daughter of H. M. & 
Louisa Thompson, were married June 10, 1896. 

George W. Stanton, and Effie Baker were married Nov 12, 
1902. 


DEATHS. 
Annie C. Stanton Died on Monday October the 16", A. D. 
1871. 
Georgiana V. Stanton the beloved wife of G. W. Stanton de- 
parted this life on Sunday September the 12 1880. 
Mary S. Uzzell wife of O K Uzzell departed this life on 
March the 8" A. D. 1885. 
Annie E. Stanton wife of G. W. Stanton departed this life 
December 19, 1889. 
George W. Stanton departed this life October 11" 1894. 
Gattie T. Thompson wife of H. E. Thompson departed this 


life, April 18 1901. 

Dora Stanton Hales, wife of Louis Hales departed this life 
January 14, 1940. 

George W. Stanton Jr. departed this life February 15, 1933 
John C. Stanton departed this life August 6, 1937 

Martha Stanton Hales, wife of J. C. Hales, departed this life 
March 16, 1946 

Ida Thompson Stanton, wife of John C. Stanton, departed 
this life April 5, 1962 
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George W. Stanton home. Constructed ca. 1850, demol- 
ished ca 1997. 





MOSES BRANDON OBITUARY 
The Wilson Times, March 10, 1914 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 
NEGRO DROPS DEAD 
Moses Brandon, Restaurant Keeper, Victim of Heart Failure. 

Moses Brandon, a negro, fell dead today at 2:15 from heart 
failure. 

The negro, it appears, was walking on Spring street [Ed: 
this is now called Douglas Street] opposite the Norfolk 
Southern cotton platform when suddenly he threw up his 
hands and fell to the ground. Smith Bennett another negro 
who lived nearby saw him fall and ran to his assistance. He 
saw though that Brandon was dying and ran to get a chair. 
Brandon died in a few minutes. 

The deceased has conducted a restaurant in this city for a 
great many years and is one of Wilson’s best known colored 
citizens. 

[Editor: Moses Brandon is listed in the Wilson County 1900 
Census in Wilson Township with his wife, Emma, and son, 
Marvin (born Apr 1888). Moses and Emma (born Sept 1854) 
had been married for 5 years. Moses was born in Virginia in 
May 1850; his father was also born in Virginia; his mother 
was born in North Carolina. He is listed as a day laborer and 
his wife is listed as taking in washing; their son is in school. 
A Moses Brandon married Annie Hilliard on May 22, 1895, 
at Annie Hilliard’s. The marriage was performed by L. B. 
Williams of Zion’s Church; witnessed by Chas. Darden, B. 
R. Winstead and L. A. Moore. Moses and Annie were both 
37 years old.] 
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WILSON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
BROCHURE 

The Wilson Times, January 9, 1914 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 

A PRETTY FOLDER 

The Chamber of Commerce has issued a pretty and con- 
venient folder of Wilson. This work was done under the di- 
rection of the advertising committee composed of Messrs. J. 
A. Spiers, James Dempsey Bullock and John D. Gold. 

It is but fair to Mr. Bullock to state that he handled the job 
alone and did his work well. 

The advertisement is a neat and attractive folder of con- 
venient size to place in a 6 3-4 envelop. They will be sent 
out by our business men and used in their correspondence 
and by Mr. H. D. Brown, secretary, in making replies to en- 
quiries concerning Wilson. 

On the front, or title page is our slogan, “The Town To Tie 
To, Wilson Where Worth Wins,” in the center of the page 
midway between New York and Jacksonville and then fol- 
lows and illustration, a view of Park Avenue, one of the 
pretty residence sections of the city. 

Then follows a brief discription of Wilson in the following 
words: 

Wilson, North Carolina. 

The county seat of Wilson county is on a direct line from 
New York to Jacksonville. Its climate is mild and offers an 
ideal home to those wishing to escape the rigors of the North 
or the extreme heat of the South. It is but a few hour’s ride 
from the ocean, and but a day’s travel from the mountains. 
Being thus situated, the home builder finds it an ideal place 
to rest. Its people are refined and hospitable. They are God- 
fearing, and all creeds are here represented, living in peace 
and harmony. That they are refined is evidenced by its splen- 
did graded school and Atlantic Christian College, which is 
one of the leading co-educational colleges of the South. 

A well organized Associated Charity shows that its people 
are humane and ever ready to give ear to the cry of the wor- 
thy distressed citizens, but they do not encourage vagrants, 
and are rarely called upon, except in cases of sickness, for 
every able-bodied person who is willing can find ready em- 
ployment here. 

To the manufacturer it offers many inducements. It is an 
excellent shipping point for incoming or outgoing freights. 
The town owns its light and water plants, and can furnish 
power for much less than private corporations can or will. 
There are many suitable factory sites that can be had at a low 
price on or near one of the two railroads that enter here. Its 
taxes are the lowest of any in the State for a town of its size, 
being only seventy-five cents on the hundred dollars. Its real 
estate is valued at not quite fifty cents on the dollar. It has 
already about thirty manufacturers, among them one of the 
largest buggy and wagon factories in the South. It has its cot- 
ton seed oil mills, guano factories, knitting mills, cotton 
mills, foundries, machine shops, ice factory, a clock factory, 
a number of lumber plants, sash, door and blind mills, a box 
factory, and one of the largest tailoring establishments in the 
State. 


Its stores are modern and up-to-date and compare with any 
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city stores. Its merchants are wide-awake, and there is no 
need to send out of town for merchandise of any kind. 
Tobacco. 

Wilson is the largest bright loose leaf tobacco market in 
the world. There are paid out here three and a quarter million 
dollars annually for tobacco. Wilson has six large and well 
equipped warehouses for the sale of tobacco. Every buyer of 
importance is represented here. 

Cotton. 

Wilson sells annually about twenty thousand bales of cot- 
ton, and pays over a million dollars for same, making it one 
of the leading cotton markets of the State. Its soil yields 
abundantly almost any known product of the soil. Fruits 
abound—peaches, apples, grapes, melons, figs, strawberries. 

Hotels and Boarding Houses. 

Its hotels and boarding houses are home like in appoint- 
ments, and make it an ideal place for those from the North 
who wish to escape the bitter cold of the northern winters to 
spend their winters in the “Sunny South” at a very small 
cost. Such is its climate that snows are very rare and sleigh- 
ing is almost unheard of. Most of the year is spring and au- 
tumn, and the wonder and glories of the beauty of these two 
seasons cannot be described to those who have not seen 
them in Wilson. 

Banks. 

Wilson has four banks that offer every accommodation 

consistent with good business principles. 
Building and Loan Associations. 

Wilson’s two well managed Building and Loan Associa- 
tions have done more for the upbuilding of the town than 
any other institution in it. It has caused hundreds of wage- 
earners to own their own homes. This has, in a measure, 
raised the standard of citizenship. 

Population. 

The last census gives Wilson about seven thousand inhabi- 
tants, but there are living in the suburbs of Wilson over three 
thousand people, the suburbs being only separated from Wil- 
son by an imaginary line, and are known as Little Richmond, 
Grab Neck, Vicksburg, Hominy Heights and Lucas Row. 
Therefore, Wilson proper has ten thousand inhabitants. 

Homes. 

The churches, colleges, schools and public buildings of 
Wilson are beautiful, but the residential section of Wilson, 
where the people dwell, is beautiful beyond description. The 
spacious homes and lawns, with the trees and flowers, make 
a picture of refined elegance and beauty which one has to 
behold to fully appreciate, and which has gained for it the 
name of “The City Beautiful.” In this little booklet we can 
but give a brief outline of “THE TOWN TO TIE TO, WIL- 
SON, WHERE WORTH WINS.” Those wishing further in- 
formation will be furnished same by writing, The Chamber 
of Commerce, Wilson, N. C. 

Interspersed between the pages of reading matter are illus- 
trations of a tobacco sale in progress, a view in the business 
section, a view of the court house and Fidelity building and 
the Atlantic Christian College. 

Then follows, “Wilson in Brief.” 

The largest bright loose leaf tobacco market in the world. 


(Continued on page 33) 
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(Chamber of Commerce Brochure. Continued from page 32) 
Two railroads. Twenty passenger trains daily. 
Electric lights and water owned by the town. 
City market house and city hall. 

Good fire department. 

Seven wholesale grocery houses. 

Two well equipped hospitals for whites. 

One well equipped hospital for colored. 

Cotton mills, knitting mills, carriage factory, wagon 
factory. 

Four banks. 

Two Building and Loan Associations. 

Three moving picture shows. 

Two oil mills. 

Civic League and Associated Charities. 

All the leading secret orders. 

Churches of all denominations. 

A well equipped high school. 

Atlantic Christian College. 

One daily newspaper. 

One twice-a-week newspaper. 

Four fertilizer factories. 

Ice factory. 

A clock factory. 

Sash, door and blind factory. 

Box factory. 


And on the back a pretty coufletan [?] emanation from the 
fertile brain of the artistic member of the committee as fol- 


lows: 

When looking a place to settle down 
In all the world’s there no other town 
Like Wilson in the old North State 

So welcome are all within her gate 
One feels at home the very first day 
Nor ever wishes to go away. 

[{Editor’s note. Copied as originally typed.] 





S. THOMPSON OBITUARY 
The Wilson Times, June 4, 1914 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 

S. Thompson 

Mr. S. Thompson, a prominent Syrian merchant of this 
city, died yesterday at 11:30 following a severe case of ty- 
phoid fever. 

The funeral services will be conducted tomorrow at 11 
o'clock by a Catholic priest of which church the deceased 
was a member. 

Mr. Thompson leaves a wife and five children who are 
living in Syria, as well as a brother, Mr. M. Thompson a 
resident of this city. 

Mr. Thompson, we learn is quite wealthy, owning much 
property in the “old country.” 

Several years ago he came to America, having heard re- 
ports of its many advantages, and was so favorably im- 
pressed with it he decided to stay. 


Since his residence in Wilson he has been very successful 


in the mercantile business. 


As a note of respect the Syrians have closed their stores 
today. 
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EARLY MEMBERS OF MARSH SWAMP 
CHURCH 

Excerpt from Marsh Swamp Free Will Baptist 
Church, Sims, North Carolina, a history of the 
church, publication date not given (probably 
in the mid 1970’s) 

Contributed by Doug Wilkerson 


Alfred Boykin 1815-1888? 

Elizabeth Barnes Boykin (wife of Alfred) 1812-1893 
Larry Bryant Boyette 1836-1913 

Piety Nichols (wife of Arnold) 1842-1918 

William Jackson Boykin 1843-1924 

Robert B. Deans 1844-1927 

Hulda Etheridge Deans (wife of Bob) 1846-1926 
William Wells died 1925 

Lucinda Williamson Wilder (wife of Matthew) 1847-1927 
Martha Jane Boykin Dew (wife of Benjamin) 1850- 
Pennie Wells (wife of William) 1850-1915 

Battle Nichols 1851-1899 

Priscilla Stott Nichols (1* wife of Battle) died at 42 years 
Alsey Thomas Stott 1851-1921 

James Wesley Barnes 1852-1925 

Wealthy Boykin (wife of Perry) 1852-1922 

Arnold Nichols 1852-1922 

Leander Boykin 1854-1922 

Sidney Williamson Barnes (wife of James W.) 1856-1924 
Morning J. Boykin Haynes (wife of Dempsey) 1859-1936 
Harriet Flowers (wife of Beauv) 1861-1938 

Chellie Boykin Nichols (2°° wife of Battle) 1861-1952 

R. Perry Boykin 1862-1928 

H. Lafayette Boykin 1863-1954 

Marcissie Dew (wife of William) 1863- 

William R. Dew 1865- 

Ellen Glover Stott (wife of Alsey T.) 1865-1910 

Charles Ernest Brame 1866-1936 

Mary Ann Deans 1866-1930 

Sarah Taylor 1866-1938 

Nathan Boykin 1868-1955 

Robert Armetus Boyette 1869-1915 

Bennett Boykin 1869-1938 

D. H. Boykin 1869-1909 

Etta Eatman Boykin (wife of Bennett) 1869- 

John Deans Eatman 1869-1957 

Iredell Stott 1869-1952 

Joseph M. Stott 1869-1917 

Rey. A. Ruffin Flowers 1869-1951 


[Editor’s note: The dates with each name are their birth and 
death dates. Many of these persons are buried in the church 
cemetery. An inventory of that cemetery can be found on 
page 177-201 of Wilson County, North Carolina Cemeter- 
ies—Volume II, 1993. A review of the above list and the 
transcription of the cemetery markers reveals some discrep- 
ancies. WCGS would appreciate verification of the correct 
information in those cases. ] 
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THE FRANCIS WILLIAM TAYLOR FAMILY 
From Hugh B. Johnston’s Braswell Family File 

Francis William Taylor was born in 1826, [July 28] accord- 
ing to the Wilson County Census of June 16, 1860, at which 
time he held the office of Constable in the Town of Wilson 
and owned personal property valued at $800.00.' He was a 
Wilson Taxpayer beginning in 1854. He served as Register of 
Deeds in Wilson County from August 13, 1868, to September 
2, 1870, being succeeded by Thomas J. Rowe. He became a 
member of the Wilson Primitive Baptist Church on Sept. 22, 
1877, was baptized by Elder Pleasant Daniel Gold, and died 
in November, 1897, according to the Church Minute Book. 

On January 5, 1847, at Tarboro, F. W. Taylor, became a 
private in Company “A” (Captain Louis D. Wilson), First 
North Carolina Foot Volunteers. This organization was mus- 
tered into United States Army at Wilmington on January 8, 
1847. From there they went by water to a port near Mexico 
and subsequently engaged in active service against the Mexi- 
can Army. They were discharged at Fortress Monroe, Vir- 
ginia, on July 28, 1848. Taylor learned to speak Spanish 
fairly fluently while he was in Mexico, and this ability was 
much admired by his family and friends after his return to 
Edgecombe County. 

At the time of the Civil War, Francis W. Taylor, enlisted 
with the rank of First Lieutenant in Company G, Fifth North 
Carolina Infantry Regiment, Confederate States Army. He 
was probably the Frank W. Taylor, who served later as Musi- 
cian in Company H, Seventy-fifth North Carolina Calvary 
Regiment, Confederate States Army. 

On February 5, 1850, in Edgecombe County, bonded by 
Amariah (x) Nolley, Frances W. Taylor married Rebecca 
Ann Braswell, daughter of Bennett Braswell and wife Mary 
Ann M. E. Nolly. She was born in 1833 and died after 1874. 
It is said that F. W. Taylor, was a son of William Taylor, and 
that he had only a sister, Patty Taylor, who married a Moore. 
The Taylors had ten children, but their family Bible was lost 
that contained the dates of their births and deaths. E. B. 
Mayo’s Map of Wilson in 1872 shows Francis W. Taylor’s 
residence on the west side of Lodge Street half-way between 
Barnes Street [and an unnamed street, a block and a half from 
Nash Street], while F. W. Taylor’s Ice House was situated on 
Nash Street near the present Branch Banking & Trust Com- 
pany corner. [This refers to the original BB&T building on 
the corner of Nash and Goldsboro Streets. It now houses the 
Wilson Arts Council and the Wilson Visitor’s Bureau. ] 

On September 5, 1850, John W. Farmer sold Francis W. 
Taylor, of Edgecombe County for $10.00 a half-acre lot in 
the Town of Wilson, adjoining Durcilla Joyner and Henry 
Barnes on the south side of Green Street, witnessed by David 
Nolly and N. B. Nolly.’ On April 26, 1852, Francis W. Tay- 
lor, sold Oswald Lipscombe for $35.00 the lot on Green 
Street, witnessed by Jonathan D. Rountree and Simon Bar- 


for the County of Wilson now therefore if the said Taylor 

shall safely keep the Books and Records and truly and faith- 

fully discharge his duties as Register according to Law then 
the above obligation to be void otherwise to remain in full 
force and effect.” 

On September 15, 1868, L. D. Tomlinson was as Plaintiff 
against F. W. Taylor and wife in September Court, 1866, had 
foreclosed a mortgage on 2/3 of an acre lot adjoining Nathan 
V. Peele, Elizabeth Farmer, L. D. Tomlinson, S. P. Clark, and 
the Street, was given a deed to the property by Clerk Arthur 
Barnes, having bid $600.00 for it at public auction when ex- 
posed to sale by Clerk Benjamin Henry Blount, on December 
29, 1866; registered on April 25, 18713 

On December 20, 1869, Jesse Bullock, Administrator of 
Orren Bullock, deceased, of Edgecombe County, sold at the 
Court House in Wilson two acres on the corner of Lodge and 
Still Streets, running down Still Street to Spring Street, along 
Spring Street to Sylvester T. Brown’s line along Brown’s line 
on Lodge Street, and to the beginning; F. W. Taylor, bid 
$1,500.00, and the deed was confirmed to him on November 
3, 1870, witnessed by J. W. Lancaster.’ On November 30, 
1870, F. W. and wife Rebecca L. J. Taylor sold James D. 
Barnes for $1,500.00 the preceding two acres, witnessed by J. 
W. Blount.® 

The Children of Francis William Taylor, and wife Rebecca 

Braswell: 

1. William Bennett Taylor, was born in 1851, was in school 
in 1869, and later married and had a daughter Mamie 
Taylor who married a Poole near Elm City, N. C. 

2. Barron Cromwell Taylor, was born in 1853 and was in 
school in 1860. In 1878 he married Louisa Heath, of 
Louisburg, N. C. His second wife was Maude Madry of 
Tarboro, N. C. 

3. Mary Elizabeth “Betsy” Taylor was born in 1855 and 
never married. She was buried at Wilson, North Caro- 
lina. 

4. George Washington Taylor, was born in 1857, and never 
married. 

5. Benjamine Franklin Taylor, was born in 1859 in Wilson, 
and died in Oxford, N. C. He married Mary Jane Wil- 
liams of Franklin County. Her mother was a daughter of 
Col. Isaac Winston of Youngsville. 

a. Ruth Taylor married Dr. John B. Bonner of Aurora, 
INSC: 

6. Thomas Jefferson Taylor never married. 

7. John Wesley Taylor, born July 29, 1870, died December 
2, 1914, at Wilson, N. C., never married. 

8. Andrew Jackson Taylor, married Mrs. Sally Horne of 
Chinquapin, N. C. The Reverend A. J. Taylor, (Baptist) 
was buried at Albermarle, N. C. 

9. Harriet Taylor, never married. She was buried at Wilson, 
NEC: 


nes.” On January 1, 1861, F. W. and Rebecca L. J. (x) Taylor | !0- Henry Clay Taylor, was born on May 20[?], 1873, at 

of Wilson County mortgaged to L. J. Tomlinson for $5.00 2/3 Wilson, N. C., and died on March 16, 1955, at Louis- 

of an acre adjourning the Williams Hayman lot, Elizabeth burg, N. C. On July 4, 1894, he married at Louisburg, 
Farmer lot, L. D. Tomlinson lot and C. F. Dunn lot, witnessed North Carolina, Henrietta Bridges, the only daughter of 
by William Nolley, to protect their debt of $350.00. William Pleasants Bridges and wife Sarah Jane Minga. 

On July 7, 1868, Francis W. Taylor, George W. Blount, and She was born on June 20, 1871, in Franklin County, and 

Willie Daniel bonded $10,000.00 to the State of North Caro- was still living in 1955. 

lina for Francis W. Taylor, “elected and appointed Register (Continued on page 35) 
Se a ee ee 
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(Francis William Taylor. Continued from page 34) 

Notes: 

1. Mss. Census Records, the National Archives, Wilson County — 1860, No. 
357.354. 

Edgecombe County, Deed Book 26, p. 133. 

Edgecombe County, Deed Book 26, p. 119. 

Wilson County, Deed Book 1, p. 704. 

Wilson County, Deed Book 2, p. 443. 

Wilson County, Deed Book 5, p. 9. 

Wilson County, Deed Book 4, p. 275. 

Wilson County, Deed Book 4, p. 221. 

[Editor’ s note: Wilson County Cemeteries—Vol. IV, compiled by Joan L. Howell 
includes the grave markers of F. W. Taylor (pauper), 73 yrs., interred November 
15, 1897; Mary E. Taylor (pauper), 56 yrs., died March 7, 1910; John W. Taylor 
(pauper), born January 29, 1870, died December 2, 1914, son of F. H. & Rebecca 
Taylor; Miss Hattie Taylor (pauper), 25, interred July 11, 1897. These may have 
Peeeeec vers Ontus family. |S 
Wilson County Public Library Update 

On February 27, Carol Forbes, Joan Howell, and Sue Powell assisted library 
staff in moving the genealogy and local history collection into a temporary loca- 
tion for the duration of the construction of the library expansion. Since the previ- 
ous room was on the back wall which will be removed when construction begins, 
the library staff made room for the genealogy collection to be shelved in the refer- 
ence room at the front of the library. 

When you enter the second floor, continue to the reference desk then to the 
room to your left. The collection begins in the front corner, continues the length 
of the front wall of that room, and ends in the alcove by the door to the outer front 
steps. The file cabinets holding the microfilm are nearby. A research librarian will 
be glad to assist you. The books were kept in the same order from left to right, so 
you should be able to locate the books that you need without any difficulty. 

As with any change there are pluses and minuses. The most obvious pluses are 
that there will be more available table space, and the copier and the microfilm 
printer are closer. The minus is that the area may be utilized by other researchers; 
however, we are accustomed to working around others so that should not present 
much difficulty. We think this area will give us a foretaste of what the future 
room will provide when the opposite front room is devoted to genealogy and local 
history. 

February WCGS Meeting 

The February meeting was a work session on the Founding Families book at the 
library. Since there was not a business session, no minutes were prepared. 

The Founding Families committee still welcomes all contributions of family 
histories as there are quite many families without any available material. 


SIAR WN 


Queries 
Queries may be posted by WCGS members to the WCGS discussion group 
WilsonNC@yahoogroups.com 

If your are not a member of WCGS then send your query to 
Ancestor@wegs.org 

If your query is reasonable then it may be posted to the WilsonNC group as a 
courtesy. There is no charge for this service. 

Gen queries will be dealt with on an individual basis with no guarantee that any 


Wilson County Public Library Genealogy Resources 
The library is just beginning a major addition and renovation. The staff has 
promised to do all they can to maintain access to the fine collection of local ge- 
nealogical resources but users should be prepared to make adjustments in their 
plans. Please ask at the second floor reference desk for information on where to 
find these resources. The library is open M-W 9-9, Thu-Sat 9-6, not on Sunday. 
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Announcements 

e Sally M. Stanton Bible Record Cor- 
rection: In January 2003 Trees, the 
death date of Mary May (wife of Benjn 
May) was incorrectly transcribed. The 
correct date should have been 1800. 
Please make that correction in your 
copy of Trees. 

e For more information on the Family 
Research Society of Northeastern 
North Carolina, contact them at Family 
Research Society, PO Box 1425, Eliza- 
beth City NC 27906-1425. Their li- 
brary is at 410 E. Main St., Suite 204, 
Elizabeth City. The library hours are 
Tues., Thurs., and Sat. 10:00 am.-3:00 
pm. 

e Old Dobbers/Jones County NC Re- 
union, June 25-28, 2003, at Lenoir 
Community College Gym. For more 
information see http://freepages. 


genealogy.rootsweb.com/~paday/ 
dobbers/reunion schedule.html 


e North Carolina Genealogical Society 
eastern regional workshop, July 19, 
2003, at Walnut Creek, Goldsboro, N 
C. The speaker will be Helen F. M. 
Leary, a nationally recognized expert 
from North Carolina. She edited North 
Carolina Research, Genealogy and 
Local History, Second Edition, (and 
was co-editor with of the first edition), 
the primary source for guidance when 
x Bn Noritearol 

Spring Inventory 











Clearance Sale 
For a limited time only. 
The WCGS Board has set the period 
from March 15 until May 1, 2003, for 















reducing our inventory of printed ma- 
terials. Shipping and sales tax apply to 
all orders just as usual (see p. 36) 
Wilson County Cemeteries, Volumes 


1, II, [1] and IV. Now (each).... $20 
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The Bell Family 
Tar River Landings 
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WCGS Publications: please call or write for a catalog with com- 
plete details, or view the list on our web site. 
Books 
____ They Moved Away - North Carolinians Who Went to 

Other States. $15.00 
___ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1860. $30.00 
___ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1870. $30.00 
____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume | 


$30.00 

___ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume II 
$30.00 

____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume Iii 
$30.00 

Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume IV 
$30.00 










NON-PROFIT 
U.S. POSTAGI 
PAID 
WILSON, NC 
PERMIT #8 


Address Service Requeste 


Maps 

____ Wilson County Historical Map. $5.00 

___ Confederate Field Map #1. $5.00 

____ Confederate Field Map #2. $5.00 

____ Confederate Field Map #3. $5.00 

____ Confederate Field Map #4. $5.00 

____ Town of Wilson, Map 1872. $5.00 

___ Town of Wilson, Map 1882. $5.00 

Roy Taylor Books (discontinued) 

Miscellaneous 

____ Cemetery Finder (paper) donation $5.00 shipping included 

____ Wilson Co. Estates Inventory (paper) $5.00 shipping includ 

____ 2003 WCGS Calendar $11 + .70 NC tax, shipping 
included. Family heritage of Eastern Wilson Co. 


Payment and shipping: Shipping cost for each book is $3.00. Shipping cost for maps is $3.00 for 1-4 items. 
Add 6.5% sales tax for NC residents on merchandise total (not on shipping). 


Total of items ordered $ 





Expires Authorized by: 

Ship to: 

Street 

City 

Telephone: E-Mail: 





Shipping $ Sales Tax $ 
O Check Enclosed O Bill my Credit Card #.(Visa or MasterCard) 


Total of Order$ 





State 


(Signature for charges please) 








Zip 











L] Please enroll me as a member of WCGS. I enclose $20 for personal membership & subscription to Trees. Please allow 3-5 wee 
for shipping on all orders. You may order books & membership through our website. http://www.wegs.org. 
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Hello, 

Information 
sources are a big 
item to those of us 
who search for family connections. 
We all know that one cannot leave any 
stone unturned. The trick is to find the 
stones to turn over. 

At a recent WCGS meeting, a mem- 
ber asked why she couldn’t find every- 
thing she wanted on the Internet. The 
subject under discussion at the time 
was the Federal Census. The answer is 
that information gets on line only if 
someone puts it there. The Census Bu- 
reau does not have any plans (to our 
knowledge) to put any of the released 
censuses on line. 

A massive effort on the part of LDS 
resulted in getting the 1880 census on 
line. Considering the time and expense 
of that project, it may be the last. The 
sheer volume of later censuses pre- 
cludes a repeat of this for later years. 

The questioner was urged to consult 
Cyndi’s List, a compilation of internet 
links to genealogy sites, which may 
include as many as 80,000 other list- 
ings. This a good starting point. The 
experienced user will soon develop his 
or her own list of useful sites that is 
not quite so overwhelming. Henry and 
I have perhaps 10-12 sites that provide 
much of the routine information we 
need for Family Connections and 
Trees. 

The biggest caution is the “opinion- 
based” sites such as GenForum.com 
Folks posting here mean well but gen- 
erally don’t include sources. Often you 
will discover what they think to be an 
answer. It can be useful for clues; 
however, you should always go to the 
source to verify the information. 

As our research often involves fam- 
ily origins in Britain, we have come to 
rely on GenUKI.com as a reputable 
source. It’s among the best. 

Sue Powell 


President’s 


Message 
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Chronicles of the 


Wilson County Genealogical Society 





WCGS Program, April 22 


Founding Families? Again? Yes, the 


designed to produce more write-ups for 
some of the 360 families known to be 
living in Wilson County at the time of 
its formation. We will meet again in the 
Public Library, which is a challenge to 


way on the renovation. The Genealogy 
Collection has now been rehoused in a 
north front wing of the second floor 
with a lot of work space available, and 
this is where we will meet. 

The February work session was quite 
productive in spite of low attendance. 
We collected several family histories, 
including a very fine piece of work by 
Paul Darden on the Yelverton family. 
Doing one of these histories isn’t diffi- 
cult. The hard part is putting your mind 
to the task and getting on with it. We 
still have over 200 families yet to be 
documented. It will be impossible to 
complete all of them, but you can make 
your contribution by choosing a family 
and producing a brief history. [t doesn’t 
have to be your own family. Credit will 
be given in the finished publication to 
all who have contributed. 

Come along on April 22nd and help 
with this task. 


Highlights of This Issue 
Pender School 
Family Connections, Stancil ........... 38 


| William W. Barnes Obituary........... 
| Primitive Baptist Elders .................. 


_Contentnea PB Assoc. Meeting....... 


| Mrs. P. D. Gold Funeral.................. 4] 
| Margaret M. Williams Obituary...... 4] 
| James Daniel Family..............000-0 42 
| J Daniel Cemetery Update __.......... 43 
ETS alajem 1 Cy re ann aie eee eae 44 
Real Estate Sale for Taxes............... 45 
Jonathan Barnes Family ............-..... 46 
March Meeting Minutes...............+. 47 
Board Meeting Minutes................... 47 
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April meeting will be another workshop 


all at this point with construction under- 


Early schools in Wilson County were 
mostly of the one-room variety after the 
Civil War. State law encouraged the 
operation of “common” schools and 
permitted community taxation for the 
support of these. The result of the un- 
even standards of this law produced a 
typical four-month school year, little 
instruction at all in some area with vir- 
tually none for black students. 

By 1915 there were several dozen 
schools scattered around the county, 
with Pender School (above) being one 
of these. This school served the Rose- 
bud area and accommodated perhaps as 
many as two dozen students of varied 
ages and grade levels. 

Charles L. Coon was appointed as the 
County School Superintendent in 1918 
and quickly moved to have the county 
assess a uniform tax for school support. 
Pender, being one of the 25 one-room 
schools then operating was closed by 
1923 with the formation of a standard 
school for Gardners township. A school 
“wagon” was provided for transporta- 
tion to the new school near Moore’s 
Church (now Gardner’s Elementary 
School). 

The Pender School building was sold 
to a local farmer who used it as a pack 
house until recent years. The sheds on 
either side were added during that time. 

Thanks to Lena Pittman Smith who 
provided the photograph of the school, 
taken some years ago, where her grand- 
mother learned her ABCs. The county 
school history came from the Wilson 
Bicentennial History book. 
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This chronicle is published by the Wilson County 
Genealogical Society, organized February 26, 
1991. Address: P.O. Box 802, Wilson, NC 
27894-0802. Telephone 252-243-1660. Internet 
address: 

http://www.wegs.org 

Trees is published monthly except for Decem- 
ber and July. An annual index is published in a 
spring issue. Trees is indexed in PERSI Active 
membership is for a calendar year and includes a 
subscription to the ten issues published each year 
or issues remaining from the date of receipt of 
payment. Annual individual membership is $15. 

Materials of genealogical interest to the mem- 
bers of WCGS are accepted for publication at the 
discretion of the Editors and should pertain to 
families with connections in Wilson County and 
its neighboring and parent counties. WCGS can- 
not accept any responsibility for the content of 
contributed materials, including errors and omis- 
sions. Please direct any questions to the contribu- 
tor. Their names and addresses will be provided 
upon request for worthwhile purposes. 

Queries from WCGS members are accepted 
and posted at WilsonNC@yahoogroups.com 
Officers 2001 

President: Sue Powell 

Vice President: Mary Anne Sheak 

Secretary: Frances Roberson 

Treasurer: Henry Powell 

Board Members: Carol Forbes, Dick Rountree, 

Grace Turner 

Past Presidents: Joan Howell, Reese Ferrell, 

Katye Alford, Henry Powell, Sue Powell, Carol 

Forbes 

Newsletter Editors: Henry & Sue Powell 

Contributors: Grace Turner, Joyner Stanton, 

J. Robert Boykin III, Albert Page, Lisa Y. 

Henderson, Horace Peele, Richard F. Barnes. 
Committees: 

H.B. Johnston Papers: Sue Powell 

Cemetery Publications: Joan Howell 

Internet Coordinators: Horace Peele & Henry 

Powell 

Wilson Founding Families: Marion Moore 

Programs: Sue Powell, Carol Forbes 
Please send address changes to WCGS, PO Box 
802, Wilson, NC 27894. 


Email: ancestor@wegs.org 


Trees is mailed under our non-profit bulk mailing 


permit to subscribers of record at the date of mail- 
ing. Bulk mail is not forwarded by the Post Office. 


Contents © 2003 Wilson County Genealogical 
Society, Inc. All rights reserved. No items may 
be used without permission in writing from 
WCGS except for brief reviews. 


WCGS has been designated as a 501(c)3 non- 
profit corporation by the U.S. Internal Revenue 
Service. The Tax Identification number for 
WCGS is 56-1869136. 
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Family Connections - Wilson Daily Times 
The Hamlet of Stancil 


At the request of family members, we prepared two columns on the 
Stancil family (March and April 2002). At that time, the family was de- 
scribed as having originated in the little hamlet of Stancil in South 
Yorkshire in England. The family name was thought to have been de- 
rived from a stone building found on the site which may have been a 
Roman villa or temple. The name probably dates to the Saxon era 
which came after the end of the Roman occupation of Britain, based on 
a stone (stane) hall (sala) in that language. 

We visited the 
hamlet of Stancil 
last month where 
we found it to be § 
just as repre- 
sented. There 
were two farm- 
houses, one near 
the ruins of a Ro- 
man villa (barely 
visible). The 
resident farmer 
described the 
original hamlet as 
consisting of sev- 
eral simple cot- 
tages which disappeared hundreds of years ago. He thought these were 
dependencies of a hall (manor house) about 1/2 mile away. The resi- 
dents of Stancil were probably serfs, unpaid tenants of the lord of the 
manor who earned their keep by tending the fields. This feudal system 


18th century farmhouse on the site of the original 
Stancil cottages which were probably gone by the 
1700s. 








of living ended in the mid 1500s during the reign of Henry VIII, and it 
is likely that the residents soon drifted away to seek their living else- 
where, keeping the name of their native hamlet as their surname. We 
know that the first Stancil in America was a John, born in the north 
suburbs of London who came to America in the late 1600s. 
The story of the Ro- 
mans in Britain seems 
Weal -Site of theRoman dull to us now but was 
eee <=" Villa tq pretty exciting news for 
eas the resident Celtic 
ter - population of South 
* 4. Yorkshire in 40 AD. 

+ _ The two groups had 
been enemies for centu- 
ries, and the Romans 

. ae were very serious in 
their desire to clear Britian of its Celtic riff-raff. The area around Stan- 
cil was occupied by the Celtic tribe called the Brigantes—followers of 
the Celtic Goddess of Fertility, Bridget. With their typical equality of 
sexes, the Celts had acquired a Queen of their tribe, known to us today 
as Cartimandua. Unlike her fellow Queen, Boadacea, or Boudicca to 
the south, who was determined to drive the Romans away, Cartiman- 
dua was a diplomat who preferred peace and plenty to war and famine. 
She negotiated a pax Romana (peace with Rome) which allowed her 
tribe to share their land with the invaders. Rome had built two forts in 
her area, one at Bawtry and another just to the north at Rossington, 
which they called a Vexillation Fortress under the command of a senior 
(Continued on page 39) 
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(Stancil, Continued from page 38) 
government official (a vexilla was the banner of a high offi- 
cial). When Cartimandua capitulated to the Romans, the 
forts became peaceful, and the main body of troops moved 
north to Hadrian’s Wall, leaving behind only a token force. 
By 79 AD, the countryside was at peace, and this is proba- 
bly the period in which the villa at Stancil was constructed, 
perhaps by the Roman commander, Ostorius Scapula, the 
second propraetorian governor of Britain. There is a foot- 
path still in existence from the fort site to the Stancil villa, 
about 2 miles to the 
south. The fort was 
also the site of a pot- 
tery which manufac- 
tured and sold clay 
cooking ware to the 
local population as 
well as to other Ro- 
man settlements. 
The big Roman settlement of Eboracum (now York) was 
about 75 miles away and a good site for sales of the pottery. 
In about 400 AD, the Roman forces were called back from 
Britain when Rome was under siege from other forces, and 
Britain was left to defend itself. This was the beginning of 
the dark ages, when history, literature, and any semblance of 
civilization seemed to disappear. The Celtic population of 
South Yorkshire, now thoroughly converted to the Roman 
way of life, lived on in peace but without any attempt to or- 
ganize themselves. Crop failures in northern Europe sent 
Angles, Saxons (north Germans), and later Vikings across 
the North Sea into Britain seeking fertile land and a better 
place to live. The Saxon invasion was mostly peaceful. 
These newcomers were simply assimilated into the local 
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culture, and their language became the basis of our lan- 
guage today. The Saxon influence continued until Duke 
William of Normandy invaded Britain in 1066 and up- 
ended the entire culture of the sleepy land, bringing a sys- 
tem of nobility with Barons and the like and land lord- 
ships. These entitled the holder to enslave the residents of 
their land and force them to work for their “feu”, the 
French work for fire, signifying that the serfs owed their 
fire to the landlord. This was the feudal system. The resi- 
dents of medieval Stancil were probably a genetic mix of 
all of these varied populations. 

Report and photographs prepared by Henry & Sue Powell 


WILLIAM W. BARNES OBITUARY 
Zion’s Landmark, Vol. 42, No. 10, April 1, 
1909 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 

ELDER W. W. BARNES. 

Elder W. W. Barnes is dead. The end came at the home 
of his son, Mr. J. S. Barnes, of Swan Quarter, N. C., on 
Saturday, November |, 1908. He had been in declining 
health for some time, and his death was not unexpected. 
He was born in Edgecombe county, N. C., on June 27, 
1824. Consequently, his earthly pilgrimage continued 84 
years, four months, and four days. For twenty-six years he 
had been a citizen of Hyde county, having come from 
Wilson county in January, 1882. 

On June 9, 1845, he was happily married to Miss Mary 
Eure. To them were born two children. One of these died 
in infancy. The other (Mr. J. S. Barnes) survives him. His 
faithful wife, on June 1, 1892, after sharing his joys and 
sorrows for forty-seven years, breathed her last. The death 
of his child and the death of his wife carried sadness into 
the heart of Bro. Barnes. These were sore afflictions. ... 

He crossed the line of three score years and ten, and 
reached a good old age. For about forty years he preached 
in the Primitive Baptist church to which he was strongly 
attached. Many to whom he preached are still living. They 














NI} a Sch can look back through the years, remember his ministry, 
===Roséi ngton — and recall the messages that fell from his lips. 
\ A ae ee 


We visited him several times during his ilness. His body 
grew weaker, but his faith did not fail him. He was ready 
to go. ... 

May the family ties, broken, be united in the great here- 
after. 


| a Omer y 31 
[Editor’s note: Typed as originally printed. The marriage 
of William W. Barnes and Polly Eure was recorded in 
Edgecombe County as having been on January 7, 1845. 
(Polly was often used as a nickname for Mary.) In the 
1850 Edgecombe County census, W. W. Barnes, Jr., la- 
borer, and Mary were recorded in household 214/214. W. 
W. Barnes, age 35, a carpenter, and Mary, age 35, and 
their son, James S. Barnes, age 9, were listed in the Town 
of Wilson in the 1860 Wilson County census. William, 
age 56, a farmer, and Mary, age 56, were listed in 
Stantonsburg Township in the 1880 Wilson County cen- 
sus. | 


ley Hatt 
I3 School /# 
AA! j 
















Map of Stancil 
Note dotted line for footpath from Rossington to Stancil. 
Also note Hesley Hall to the right, possibly the Norman 
manor to which Stancil was a dependency. Hesley Hall is 
| now a special care center for autistic children. 
[Map: Crown Copyright, Ordnance Survey, UK] 
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PRIMITIVE BAPTIST ELDERS 

Abstract from Biographical History of 
Primitive or Old School Baptist Ministers of 
the United States, R. H. Pittman, editor 
Contributed by Joan Wallace 


PRIMITIVE BAPTIST ELDERS 
William W. Barnes b. Wilson, NC, 1824, d. Hyde Co. 1908 
[See page 39 of this issue for William Barnes obituary. ] 
G. W. Boswell b. Wilson, NC, 1867- (photo) 
Kinchon Crumpler of NC, pastor of Black Creek, Wilson 
Co., NC, 1807- 
John H. Daniel, born Green Co. NC 1801, moved to Edge- 
combe Co., NC, d. 1873 
G. T. Daniel (son of John H.), b. near Tarboro, NC 1847, d. 
near Wilson, NC 1894 [A brief obituary of G. T. Daniel was 
included in the January 1994 edition of Trees.] 
L J. Deberry, b. Edgecombe Co., NC, 1834 
Jonathan Edgerton, b. Wayne Co., NC, 1835-1897, of 
Quaker parentage 
Edmund Edwards, b. Edgecombe Co., NC, 1816- 
J. F. Farmer b. Wilson Co., NC, 1854 (photo) 
William H. Fly of Nash Co., NC 1848-1906 
P.D. Gold b. Rutherford, now Cleveland Co. NC, 1833, later 
of Wilson, NC (photo) 
Robert H. Harris, b. Person Co., NC, later of Edgecombe 
COMING 
David House, Pitt Co., NC, 1816-1894 
William Hyman d. 1862 (photo) 
John Jackson of Edgecombe Co., NC, b. 1835- 
Jordon W. Johnson of Whitakers, Edgecombe Co., NC 1833- 
(photo) 
Joshua Lawrence of Edgecombe Co., NC, 1778-1843 
M.T. Lawrence (son of Joshua L.) b. Edgecombe Co., NC 
1848- (photo) 
Parrott Mewborn of Lenoir Co., NC, 1799-1864 
George Mewborn (son of Parrott Mewborn), 1824-1859 
Parrott Mewborn, Jr., (son of Parrott Mewborn), 1834-1881 
D. A. Mewborn of Farmville, NC, (son of Parrott Mewborn) 
b. 1840- (photo) 
A. J. Moore of Whitakers, NC, b. 1837- (photo) 
Samuel Moore of Pitt Co., 1839-1904 
Bennett Pitt, b. Edgecombe Co., NC, "about the beginning of 
the nineteenth century" 
B. C. Pitt (son of Bennett Pitt) 
Wiley Pittman, b. Edgecombe Co., NC, 181 5-1861 
William A. Ross b. Pitt Co.. NC ca. 1822, d.1897 
John D. Scott, Wilson Co., NC, b. ca. 1833-1893 
Russell Tucker of Nash Co., NC, 1820-1883 
M. B. Willeford, b. Nash Co., 1844- 
W. B. Williams of Elm City, NC 
William Woodard of Wilson, NC. b. 1830- [William 
Woodard’s obituary was included in the March 2002 edition 
of Trees. | 
James S. Woodard of Wilson, NC, b. 1833 in Edgecombe 
Co., NC (now Wilson) [James Woodard’s obituary was in- 
cluded in the March 2002 edition of Trees. } 


PRIMITIVE BAPTIST DEACONS 
H. D. Barnes b. Wilson Co., NC 1842, later of Whitakers, 
NC 
William Thigpen of Tarboro, NC, 1799-1886 
W. W. Vick of Williams, Edgecombe Co., NC 
Calvin Woodard of Wilson Co., NC, 1827-1887 [Calvin 
Woodard’s obituary was included in the March 2002 edition 
of Trees. | 


PRIMITIVE BAPTIST SISTERS AND "MOTHERS IN 
ISRAEL" 

Mrs. I. W. Bass (Delia), m. (1) W. M. Daughteredge and (2) 

I. W. Bass b. 1842 (photo) 

Miss Mary F. Hyman daughter of Elder William Hyman b. 

Edgecombe Co., NC, 1822-1908 (photo) 


[Editor’s note: Joan Wallace described this book as 
“composed of flowery descriptions of the lives of Primitive 
Baptist ministers, deacons, and sisters or “Mothers in Israel,” 
particularly as regards their religious careers, but also often 
with some family information. Some of the descriptions are 
quite detailed, others very sketchy. It appears that the editor 
had requested that information be submitted to him on the 
ministers and that the information he received back varied 
greatly in quantity and quality. Some of the biographies are 
accompanied by photographs of the biographees. Many of 
the biographees were still living at the time of publication.” 

Her abstract is a list of most of the local names. An addi- 
tional 800 Primitive Baptist elders are listed whose bio- 
graphical sketches were not included. 

The book was originally published in 1909, republished in 
1984 by Primitive Baptist Publications, Inc., 4121 Cedar 
Ridge Trail, Stone Mountain, GA 30083 and later reprinted 
by the Christian Baptist Publishing Co., P. O. Box 68, At- 
wood, TN 38220. 


The obituary of the wife W. B. Williams and a report of the 
funeral of the wife of P. D. Gold are included in this issue of 
Trees. | 


NOTICE OF CONTENTNEA PRIMITIVE 


BAPTIST ASSOCIATION ANNUAL SESSION 
Zion’s Landmark, Vol. 41, No. 19, August 15, 1908, 
page 454 

Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 

Dear Brother Gold—Please give notice through the Landmark 
that the 78" annual session of the Contentnea Primitive Baptist 
Association will be held in the town of La Grange Lenoir 
county, N. C., and commences on Saturday before the second 
Sunday in October, 1908, at 11 o’clock a. m. 

I have been requested to say to the messengers that anticipate 
coming, that as can conveniently do so will come by rail, as 
many of the members are not prepared to care for the teams. 
Most of the churches are in reach of some railroad. 

We have four trains daily as follows: Those going east from 
Goldsboro arriving at 8 o’clock a. m. and at 5 p. m. Those going 
west from New Bern arrive at 1? o’clock a. m. and at 8 p. m. 

Affectionately. 
LEVI J. H. MEWBORN Clerk. 
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FUNERAL OF MRS. P. D. GOLD 
The Wilson Daily Times, March 22, 1913 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 
[The top of this article was torn, and likely words have been 
inserted. Otherwise, the article has been typed as originally. 
printed. ] 

[A Gathering] of Friends. 

[Imp]ossibly sweet and dear are the attentions of friends 
when the heart is heavy and bereavement hangs like a pall 
over the home. The realization of this has been more forcibly 
impressed during the past few days than ever before, for it 
seems that every one has wept with us and tried in every way 
to comfort a stricken family in the loss of a wife and mother. 
And not only were friends thoughtful in word and deed, but it 
seemed that all nature was kindly in its ministrations and that 
the Heavenly Father had so disposed the matter that the tran- 
sition of wife and mother should be on a perfect day. 

The funeral of Mrs. P. D. Gold was conducted from the 
Primitive Baptist church at 3:30 yesterday afternoon, and the 
sermon in the church by Elder J. C. Hooks, of Freemont, was 
a beautiful and impressive exposition of the Resurrection. He 
made it clear that death came into the world by reason of sin, 
but eternal life resulted from the sacrifice of the Son of God, 
and was the blessing bestowed on those who believed on 
Him and trusted in Him. 

Several appropriate hymns, precious to the deceased were 
sung by the congregation at the church, and at the grave ser- 
vices were continued by Elder M. B. Williford, of Rocky 
Mount, who spoke of the one that was gone, referring in elo- 
quent terms to her many good qualities of wife, mother, 
friend, Christian and member of the church. 

A choir composed of Mesdames R. P. Watson, W. S. Har- 
ris, Lawrence Brett, Miss May Lovelace, Col. John F. Bruton 
and Mr. H. D. Brown sang at the grave. 

The pall bearers were Messrs. W. M. Farmer, J. B. Farmer, 
J. A. Stevenson, W. F. Woodard, Calvin Woodard, James S. 
Woodard, C. L. Coon and H. D. Brown. 

The mound was covered with beautiful floral designs sent 
from far and near. 

[Editor’s note: P. D. Gold was first listed in the census for 
Wilson County in 1880, and at that time he lived on Maple- 
wood Avenue in the Town of Wilson. He was 44 years of 
age, and his occupation was recorded as minister and editor. 
Living with him were his wife, J. P., age 38; his sons J. D., 
age 12; Joseph, age 8; Chas. W., age 6; Pleasant, age 4; and 
Wm. H., age 2 months; and daughter Mary V., age 10. 

In the 1900 Wilson County Census, Pleasant D. Gold, 
preacher, born March 1833, lived in Wilson Township. With 
him were Julia P., his wife of 37 years, born July 1841; and 
their daughters Julia R., born Oct. 1882; and Elizbeth B., 
born July 1886. They had seven living children out of eleven 
born. Listed on either side of them were sons Charlie R. and 
John D. with their families. 

With Charlie R., editor, born Feb. 1873; were his wife of 
three years, Ella H., born Jan. 1867; and their daughter Mar- 
gret H., born July 1899; and a nurse Lizzie Brown, born Aug. 
1885. With John D., publisher, born Oct. 1867, were his wife 
of five years, Inez W., born Oct. 1868 in Virginia (as were 
both her parents); and their daughters Sarrah E., born Sept. 





1897; and Margret B., born March 1899; their housekeeper 
Emolyn Coggin, born July 1857; and Matida Franklin, a fe- 
male boarder, macanic, born Oct. 1828. The other sons were 
not listed in the Wilson County 1900 Census. 

Thirteen members of the Gold family were buried in Ma- 
plewood Cemetery in Wilson, N. C., including Julia P. and 
Pleasant Daniel (Sr. and Jr.). 

John Daniel Gold was the founder of the Wilson Daily 
Times.} 


MARGARET M. WILLIAMS OBITUARY 
Zion’s Landmark, February 1, 1908, February 
15, 1908 

Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 

Elder W. B. Williams of Elm City writes me as follows: 
“Dear Brother Gold: Margaret M. Williams, my dear wife, 
departed this life January 7", 1908. She was a great sufferer, 
but I hope her suffering is over. | am in a sad condition. No 
woman at all at my house. May the Lord remember me. 

Yours in hope. 

W.R. Williams. 
MARGARET M. WILLIAMS. 

Dear Brother Gold—I am requested by our dead [sic.] af- 
flicted brother and elder, W. B. Williams, to write an obitu- 
ary notice of his dear companion, Margaret M. Williams. She 
was born May 30, 1838, and was relieved of all her sorrows 
here January 7, 1908. She was married to Elder W. B. Wil- 
liams July 30, 1857, and there were born unto them nine chil- 
dren—four survive their mother. Sister Williams united with 
the Primitive Baptist Church about thirty years ago, and al- 
ways filled her seat when not providentially hindered. She 
was (as a great many of us) acquainted with many troubles 
and trials of this life, and suffered more than tongue can ex- 
press, and she often had to bear her grief and sorrows all 
alone as her companion was a faithful minister of God and 
felt it his duty to go when the Lord bid him. But I have been 
told that she held out faithful in her duties at home until her 
health became so bad that she had to give up every thing. Her 
mind also gave way and she was perfectly miserable all the 
time. She has been a very great sufferer, but we feel to hope 
and believe that she is now resting from all her toils and tri- 
als. She was called a very good and quiet woman, and was a 
great blessing to her afflicted husband, who feels the loss of 
her, but his loss we hope is her gain. She cannot come back 
to him, but a few more days and he will go to her, when they 
will be at rest forever and ever. She leaves behind two boys 
and two girls, and a great many relatives and friends to 
mourn their loss. One of her sons is greatly afflicted with 
rheumatism and cannot walk a step. I have thought it the 
most afflicted family I ever saw. But the Lord has been with 
them and greatly blest them. Her daughter (sister Mary Lu- 
per) had a dream of meeting her mother (since her death) and 
she had a long white robe on and she looked to be perfectly 
happy. She embraced her in her arms and was happy too. 
May the Lord comfort the bereaved and cause them to feel 
that he doeth all things well, and may they by the grace of 
God meet their loved one in that bright and happy world 
above. 


Much love to you all. Mattie Luper. 
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JAMES DANIEL FAMILY 
Contributed by C. Clement Lucas, Jr., MD 





Husband: James Daniel 





Born: December 09, 1825 in: Wayne County, North Carolina 
Married: January 06,1852 in: Wayne County, North Carolina 
Died: December 19, 1902 in: Wilson County, North Carolina 
Burial: in: J. Daniel Cemetery, Black Creek Township, Wilson County, North Carolina 
Father: Jacob Daniel 
Mother: Sarah (Sallie) Barnes 
Other Spouses: 





Wife: Elephair Tomlinson 





Born: December 03, 1827 in: Wayne County, North Carolina 
Died: May 03, 1900 in: Wilson County, North Carolina 
Burial: in: J. Daniel Cemetery, Black Creek Township, Wilson County, North Carolina 
Father: Jonathan W. Tomlinson, Sr. 
Mother: Precilla Rentfrow 
Other Spouses: 





CHILDREN 


] Name: David Daniel 


Born: July 16, 1853 in: Wayne County, North Carolina 
Married: in: 
M Died: February 25,1915 in: Wilson County, North Carolina 
Burial: in: J. Daniel Cemetery, Black Creek Township, Wilson County, North 
Carolina 
Spouse: 
2 Name: Barnes Daniel 
Born: July 20, 1854 in: Wayne County, North Carolina 
Died: November 21, 1935 in: Wilson County, North Carolina 
Burial: in: J. Daniel Cemetery, Black Creek Township, Wilson County, North 
M Carolina 


Married: October 23, 1881 in: Residence of M. H. Newsome, Wilson, NC, by J. H. Guinn, Meth, Min. 
Spouse: Emma E, Newsome 


Married: Aft. 1900 in: Wilson County, North Carolina 
Spouse: Mahalia May 
3 Name: Jinsey Jane Daniel 
Born: 1855 in: Wilson County, North Carolina 
F Died: Bef. 1887 in: Wilson County, North Carolina 
Burial: 


Married: February 29, 1880 in: Wilson County, North Carolina 
Spouse: William (Durden) Darden 


4 Name: Joseph S. Daniel 
Born: October 13,1855 in: Wilson County, North Carolina 
Died: December 28, 1934 in: Wilson County, North Carolina 


M Burial: in: Daniels Cemetery, Black Creek Township, North Carolina 
Married: February 04, 1879 in: Wilson County, North Carolina 
Spouse: Bettie T. Branch 
Married: November 04, 1886 in: home of W. B. Mercer, Wilson County, North Carolina 
Spouse: Frances Mercer 


5 Name: Jacob Daniel 
Born: February 1857 in: Wilson County, North Carolina 
Died: in: 

M Burial: 


Married: February 22, 1882 in: residence of Perry Bass, Wilson County, North Carolina 
Spouse: Mary Bass 

Married: February 16, 1888 in: Wilson County, North Carolina 

Spouse: Isabelle Parrish 
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6 Name: 
Born: 
Died: 

Burial: 
Married: 
Spouse: 
Married: 
Spouse: 


Name: 
Born: 
Died: 

Burial: 

Married: 


Spouse: 


Name: 
Born: 
Died: 

Burial: 


Married: 
Spouse: 


Name: 
Born: 
Died: 

Burial: 


Married: 
Spouse: 


Name: 
Born: 
Died: 

Burial: 

Married: 


Spouse: 


Name: 
Born: 
Died: 

Burial: 

Married: 


Spouse: 


12 Name: 
Born: 
Died: 

Burial: 
Married: 
Spouse: 
Married: 
Spouse: 


Mary Ann Daniel 
July 20, 1858 
March 26, 1931 


Gabriel Ferrell, Sr. 
February 08, 1880 
Riddick Barnes 


Priscilla Daniel 
October 31, 1859 
January 01, 1888 


BEE 


January 10, 1878 


Nathan Bass 
James Stephen Daniel 


February 03, 1861 in: 
January 09,1935 in: 
in: 


September 23, 1886 in: 


Susan Alice Hayes 
Sallie Daniel 


November 14, 1862 in: 


August 23,1939 in: 
in: 
March 19, 1882 in: 


: Wilson County, North Carolina 
: Wilson County, North Carolina 
: Upper Black Creek Church Cemetery, Wilson County, North Carolina 


: home of Jas. Daniels, Wilson County, North Carolina 


: Wilson County, North Carolina 

: Wilson County, North Carolina 

: Nathan Bass Cemetery, Black Creek, North Carolina 

: Residence of of James Daniel by John Tomlinson, J. P., Black Creek, 


Wilson County, North Carolina 


Wilson County, North Carolina 

Wilson County, North Carolina 

R. W. Tomlinson Cemetery, Cross Roads Township, Wilson County, 
North Carolina . 

home of Rhuben Hayes, Wilson County, North Carolina 


* 


Wilson County, North Carolina 

Wilson County, North Carolina 

Lower Black Creek Primitive Baptist Church, Black Creek, North 
Carolina 

home of Jas. Daniels, Wilson County, North Carolina 


William Franklin Bardin 


Ellefair J. Daniel 


December 12, 1864 in: 


Wilson County, North Carolina 


August 09,1898 — in: Wilson County, North Carolina ; 
in: J. Daniel Cemetery, Black Creek, North Carolina 
August 08, 1897 in: Black Creek Township by Barnes Daniel, JP, Wilson County, North 
Carolina 
William (Durden) Darden 
Jonathan Daniel 
October 24, 1866 in: Wilson County, North Carolina 
June 17, 1938 in: Wilson County, North Carolina 
in: Evergreen Memorial Gardens, Wilson, North Carolina 
March 04, 1903 in: James Daniel Homeplace, Black Creek Township, Wilson County, 
North Carolina 
Henrietta Hayes 
Jethro Lewis Daniel 


April 26, 1869 in: 
January 25,1939 in: 
in: 


October 22, 1903 
Effie Estelle Carrow 

Aft. 1908 i 
Bessie Davis 


in: 


In: 


Black Creek Township, Wilson County, North Carolina 
Wilson County, North Carolina 

Daniels Cemetery, Black Creek, North Carolina 

Black Creek Township, Wilson County, North Carolina 


Wilson County, North Carolina 





J. Daniel Cemetery Update 

Clement Lucas wrote that on a recent trip to Wilson he searched for the J. Daniel Cemetery in which James Daniel was 
buried. He finally found it almost buried in soybeans. 

He observed that a new tombstone has been placed next to the old one recording his Confederate military service in Com- 
pany A, 55th Regiment N C Troops, Davis Brigade, Heths Div., Hills Corps, Army of Northern Virginia, C. S. A. “A Gal- 
lant Patriot Wounded in the Fight for the Railroad Cut. Gettysburg PA July 1, 1863. He Later Served at Confederate Hospi- 
tal #2 Wilson N. C. A Valiant Soldier in the Cause of Southern Independence..” 

He further stated that Elefair Tomlinson Daniel was the wife of James Daniel not Josiah Daniel as stated in Wilson 
County, North Carolina Cemeteries—Volume I, page 40. 
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PLANTATION LIFE 


As We Were, A Personal Sketch of Family Life 
By Bruce Cotton 
Contributed by Mary Mason 

I recollect very distinctly our move to Cottendale [near 
Falkland]. In preparation of our coming, two rooms had been 
added on as wings to the little cottage that constituted the 
dwelling :here, and a dining room and kitchen built on in the 
rear. One end of the back porch was cut off and built into a 
bathroom, which was, I believe, the first room ever, so ex- 
clusively built for bath purposes in Pitt County. 

The house even as improved was merely a frame cottage of 
plain construction, containing six rooms, a dining room and 
kitchen. There was a two-room house to one side called the 
laundry, which was also used for storage and other purposes. 
Further on in the rear stood the Gin House, barns, sheds and 
stables, the whole set in a splendid grove of oak trees, as can 
be seen to this day. The negro quarters sat in a row some dis- 
tance back, the entire picture being rural and typically south- 
erm. 

Plantation life in the decades prior to our Civil War, at- 
tained a fine dignity, and produced a social and cultural class 
that dominated the South. Almost founding an Empire, it 
was broken by the war, yet its spirit marched on, growing 
ever weaker and weaker under the changes wrought by the 
Revolution. It has long since disappeared now. "Masse is in 
the cold, cold ground" and "Uncle Ned has gone where the 
good darkies go", and nothing can be reserved of their ex- 
traordinary life and companionship. 

The winning of the west, with its wagon trains, buffalo 
herds, and Indian fights, will remain with us very truly re- 
served, but the old plantation is among things lost upon the 
face of the earth; for it was a soul, a thing quite without inci- 
dent, a thing that can no more be preserved in literature than 
the odor of the Jasmine, so for that I will attempt nothing. 

Yet it was in the dying embers of the old plantation that I 
had my being and was reared to manhood days. The odor of 
the Jasmine still lingers on my sense and speaks of many 
things that are dead and gone, and were of no importance to 
commence with, except for the soul that was in them. But of 
these I will speak, only of some customs and things that yet 
survived during my boyhood, and surrounded our home life 
at Cottendale, even though they must appear commonplace 
and wholly unimportant. 

At the time we established our home at Cottendale, the 
Civil War was some fifteen years behind us and the State 
had passed through the agonies of reconstruction. There was 
not a railroad or telegraph line in the county. "We had a mail 
twice a week and the roads were wholly unimproved and at 
times all but impassable. We had practically no neighbors, 
So were entirely dependent upon ourselves for such social 
and intellectual recreation as we could devise. 


It is strange to look back upon it all now and reflect how 
simple life was, yet how happy and contented we were in 
those surroundings. I can not explain it, but it is nevertheless 
true—we were always a close family, extremely happy and 


fond of each other, and even proud of our humble little home 
at Cottendale. 
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The plantations were in charge of overseers, one at Cotten- 
dale and one at Southwood, and the entire cultivation was 
done in those days with hired negro labor. Fifteen dollars per 
month was the wage of a man, and twelve dollars, that of a 
woman. In addition, they received five pounds of meat and a 
peck of meal each Monday at noon, as a weekly ration. It 
was a favorite pastime of mine to be present at these ration 
times and enjoy the jokes and banter that took place as the 
overseer passed out the rations. 

Cottendale was largely a forest when we first moved there 
and much land was cleared during my boyhood. The timber 
was mostly immense pine trees, scarred by turpentine boxes, 
though the tar, pitch and turpentine industry had long since 
passed from this locality. These beautiful and immense trees 
were, everywhere, cut down and their bodies burned merely 
for the riddance. In order for them to burn effectively, they 
had to be piled in heaps before firing. This very heavy labor 
was accomplished by making it something of a neighbor- 
hood affair and the occasion was known as a "logrolling". 

Whenever a sufficient number of these trees were ready to 
be "heaped", neighbors of the more masculine sort were in- 
vited to a logrolling. There was no pay for this work, it be- 
ing, in a way, a mixed social affair, for men only. Free whis- 
key was furnished along with barbacue in plenty, so the oc- 
casion was always boisterous. Men would be pitted against 
each other in physical strength and not infrequently some 
man's reputation would be completely ruined by being 
"pulled down" as they called it, at a “logrolling". 

The corn shucking was another ancient social institution 
which, like the logrolling, had for long played an important 
part in the life of the rural south. This was designed to assist 
in ridding the corn from the shuck, a very considerable task 
on the farm, so it was also made, something of a social occa- 
sion. 

The corn having been gathered and placed in a long row in 
the barnyard, invitations would be sent out to the adjoining 
plantations to whites and blacks alike to a corn shucking, on 
a selected evening. Usually, the hands of each plantation 
would arrive, marching in a body headed by their 
"whooper". It was an interesting sight to see them arrive, 
each singing in a body, and marching three times around the 
corn pile, before stopping to be greeted by their host group. 

The host group would then pass around a jug of whiskey, 
singing themselves this time, some melody of welcome, but 
usually carrying a refrain, reflecting upon the poverty or 
laziness of the visiting group. 

All having arrived and been well "drammed", the parties 
placed themselves behind the corn pile on their knees, still 
retaining their plantation formation. The whoopers would 
then mount the corn pile opposite their respective groups, 
and the shucking commenced, along with the singing and 
fun that was sure to be in plenty. Whoopers were selected for 
their wit and quickness in corning to turn little rhymes and 
phrases that would reflect upon some other group or 
whooper—a sort of teasing and blackguarding, back and 
forth, as the shucking proceeded. He who shucked a red ear 
of corn received an extra drink, and the wit and quickness of 
the whoopers was often remarkable and highly amusing. 

(Continued on page 45) 
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(Plantation Life, Continued from page 44) 

Sometimes the jesting between rival whoopers would grow 
rather fierce, and display too much feeling, so that the over- 
seer would place another on the corn pile, or stop shucking 
altogether for the purpose of taking a drink all around. I re- 
member myself having my feelings considerably aroused © 
because a visiting whooper had gotten decidedly the best of 
our whooper. Uncle Joe Cates. A good whooper added con- 
siderable prestige to the reputation of a plantation, and dur- 
ing the days of slavery sold for a much better price, on that 
account. Under the combination of fun, rivalry, and free 
whiskey, it was amazing how much corn would be shucked 
before midnight. 

In antibellum days the slaves were aroused in the morning 
by the blowing of a trumpet, but, by the time of which I am 
speaking, every plantation was equipped with a bell. The 
plantation bell was the time piece by which all labor was 
regulated, the sun being the master clock. 

Much of the old-time equipment used on the plantation in 
antibellum days, was still in use in my young days, the most 
picturesque, of which, was the home-made cotton press. This 
was a familiar object in almost every farmyard, and stood 
sometimes, fully forty feet in the air. It was usually capped 
with a shed-like roof, to protect it from the weather, which 
roof, turned as the screw was driven up or down by horse- 
power. The cotton screw was constructed from a trunk of a 
tree about 20" in diameter, and screwmakers were highly 
valued in a community; I dare say that there is not a country- 
man in the State who can make one today. 

Wells were, everywhere, equipped with a swinging pole 
attached to a huge lever, held in the air by an upright beam— 
see-saw fashion—weighted at the other end with waste iron. 
I have seen this device for drawing water elsewhere, only in 
China and in Russia. In my early boyhood days oxen were 
very plentifully found in use as draft animals in our commu- 
nity as well as home-made wooden axels for carts. Also, I 
have seen cabins with solid wooden sliding shutters in place 
of the frame glass used today, and all of the older log houses 
had stick ,chimnies covered with clay. But none of these 
things were to be found at Cottendale; father was far too pro- 
gressive for such antiquated equipment. Our negroes lived in 
very good frame cottages, set in a row some distance from 
the house, and each was provided with ample ground for a 
vegetable garden, and potato patch, which generally re- 
mained uncultivated then, as now. 

Up until I was a grown man, the fields were, everywhere, 
in North Carolina, as indeed, throughout the south, enclosed 
by a worm rail fence, that completely surrounded the culti- 
vated portions. These fences were about eight rails high and 
there must have been hundreds of thousands of miles of them 
in North Carolina alone. The whole of this stupendous waste 
of timber and labor was for the purpose of keeping out a few 
hogs and an occasional stray cow. From the earliest period of 
our history, the woodland everywhere, regardless of owner- 
ship, was considered a public range and cultivators were re- 
quired by law to fence against cattle, instead of stock owners 
being required to keep their stock on their own property. 

Finally the strain and expense of maintaining such a vast 
system of fences became so great that landowners began to 
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organize for the purpose of having the requirement removed 
by Legislative enactment. The non-landowning class along 
with the small farmers resisted vigorously what they consid- 
ered an invasion of their ancient rights, and the result was a 
long and bitter political fight that went on for years. Even as 
late as 1912, my father decided not again to stand for the 
Legislature on account of the feeling that had developed 
against him for having secured an extension of the no-fence 
law during the last session. 

The negroes at Cottendale, and indeed, throughout Eastern 
North Carolina, were and still are, a well behaved and, gen- 
erally speaking, well working lot of people. Most of them are 
from two to six generations American born, and were origi- 
nally Angolas and Carramantes. I think there were very few, 
if any, African born negroes in North Carolina at the time of 
which I am writing, though further south a considerable 
number still survived. I have seen a few myself in South 
Carolina, and there are perhaps some yet remaining, when 
we consider that the smuggling in of negroes from Africa 
continued briskly, in spite of the law and watchfulness, and 
that the last cargo was abandoned on the coast of Florida 
shortly after General Lee surrendered. 

Beyond petty thieving, now and then, there was little crime 
among our negroes, nor did we ever have any trouble at all 
with them. The old slave, like the old plantation, can never 
be painted or preserved to posterity. They were entirely dif- 
ferent from any set of human beings that ever existed, and 
very many of them, superior men in character and habits of 
life. 


SALE OF REAL ESTATE FOR TAXES 
The Wilson Advance, May 10, 1894 
Contributed by Deborah Coggins Gammon 


Notice. 
Sale of Real Estate for Taxes. 

On Monday, the 2" day of April, 1894, I will offer for sale 
to the highest bidder for cash, at the Court House door, the 
following described real estate for taxes due on the same for 
1892 and 1893: 

1 Lot in Black Creek, N. C., known as the Judson Vernon 
lot, two years due $3.25. 

1 Tract of land in Wilson Township, known as the Zilphia 
Privett tract, two years, amount due $2.13. 

1 Town lot in Wilson, N. C., known as the Mahala Artis’ 
lot; amount due, $2.54. 

1 Lot near Wilson, known as the W. R. Daughtry lot; 
amount due, $3.85. 

1 Tract of land in Black Creek Township, known as the 
Mordicai Bass tract; amount due, $5.91. 

1 Tract of land in Toisnot Township, known as the Thomas 
Wiggins land; amount due, $4.88. 

1 House and lot in Wilson, N. C., known as the Lewis 
Thorn lot; amount due $10.47. 

J. W. CROWELL, Sheriff 
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JONATHAN BARNES FAMILY 
Contributed by Judy O’Neal 


Jonathan Barnes was born in 1805 in Wayne County, N. C., 
and died before July 9, 1880, in Wilson County, N. C. He 


[Judy O’Neal has located a previously unknown family was the son of John Barnes and Mary “Polly” Newsom and 
cemetery on family land and has submitted it to WCGS to _| Married Nancy Horn about 1829 in Wayne County, N. C. 
record it. While there is not a marker for him, it is likely that Nancy was born about 1813 in Wayne County and died be- 
Jonathan T. Barnes was also buried here as there are markers | fore 1880 in Wilson County. 

for his son William, daughter Edith Rowe and grandchildren | _ Their children were . 

by two other daughters, Peaty Clark and Nancy Briggs.] 1. James Barnes, born 1830 in Wayne County, N. C. 

The cemetery is in a wooded area on the east side of High- |2- John Thomas Barnes, born December 20, 1830 in Wayne 
way 117 south opposite the southern intersection with Ba- County, N. C., died before December 3, 1890, in Wilson 
nana Loop Road approximately .5 mile off the road. It is County, N. C. : 
about 50 X 75 feet and has about 20 graves; however, there cat caea tad in Wayne County, N. C. She 
are only six markers which are listed below. Ai« Aiigustus Bares! bor 25 7mniWayneCounGe NnGe 

was Postmaster and Mayor, of Black Creek, N. C., and 
Sheriff of Wilson County, N. C. 


Frances N. 
Daughter of 


Thos. & Peaty Clark 

Born Sept. 8, 1875. 

Died Aug. 30, 1877. 
Jesus has called the little Saint, 


Mary Barnes, born 1837 in Wayne County, N. C. 
Hardy Barnes, born 1839 in Wayne County, N. C. 
Nancy Barnes, born 1841 in Wayne County, N. C. 
Sarah (Sallie) Barnes, born July 12, 1842, in Wayne 


County, N. C. 

9. William Thomas Barnes, born July 3, 1843, in Wayne 
County, N. C., died January 1, 1888. 

10. Edith J. Barnes, born February 10, 1848 in Wayne 


For Jesus said suffer little children 
To come unto me and forbid them not 
For as such is the Kingdom of Heaven. 






infant County, N. C., died April 25, 1887. She married Thomas 
peed sy J. Rowe. 
Thos. & Peaty Clark. 11. Bunyan Barnes, born 1850 in Wayne County, N. C. 
Apr. 24, 1872 [Information taken from “John Lucas of Eastern North Caro- 
lina Descendants and Kinfolks” web site and the grave mark- 
nea ers in the cemetery. ] 
Daughter of ate EEE 
B. F. & N. J. Briggs pede 
July 29, 
1866. 


Jeffe, Son of 
B. F. & N. J. Briggs 
Born 
July 14, 1861 
Died 
Sept. 4, 1862 


William T. Barnes 
Born 
July 2, 1843. 
Died 
Jan. 1, 1888. 


Our Dear Mother 
Edith Barnes Rowe 
Daughter of 
Jonathan and 
Nannie Barnes. 
Wife of 
Thomas J. Rowe. 
Born Feb. 10, 1848. 
Died Apr. 25, 1887. 
At Rest 





John T. Barnes house (now gone) was probably built in the 
1830’s possibly by Jonathan Barnes. (Kate Ohno, 1981) 
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Minutes, WCGS Meeting, March 25, 2003 


President Sue Powell welcomed members and recognized guests. 
The minutes for the January meeting stood as written in the February 
issue of Trees of Wilson. There was not a business session in Febru- 
ary. Treasurer Henry Powell read the Treasurer’s report. 

Old Business: WCPL: The genealogy area has been moved in" 
preparation for the construction of the library’s new expansion. Carol 
Forbes, Joan Howell, and Sue Powell helped with the transfer of the 
books. 

Founding Families: The February meeting was a work session at 
the library. The April meeting will be another work session. We will 
gather in the new genealogy area of the library to work. A suggestion 
has been made that we have weekly or periodic work sessions where 
any who can will come to use the library collection to work on infor- 
mation for the book. 

Waterways Map: When the names of the identified waterways 
were placed on the map prepared by the county mapping dept., it was 
found that the names of several creeks are still unknown. In an effort 
to identify them before the map is considered ready for publication, 
three persons have been identified who might be able to assist. 

Membership: current-193, non-renewals-34 as of 3-25-03. Trees 
mailing list is 229 (includes exchanges and complimentary issues to 
selected individuals). 

Hugh Johnston records: Presented to WCPL today were these 
files: Batts-Generations 1-6 (manuscript & working notes-2 vol- 
umes), Descendants of Narcissa Jane Bridgers and Thomas H. Hol- 
land, Farmer-Generations 3-8, Farmer-Generation 9, Price Family 
Related to the Thomas Family, Thomas (Miscellaneous Unconnected 
Individuals), Willford (Descendants of John and Jordan), and The 
Past Speaks from Old Letters (a collection of early NC letters). 

New Business: Donations to WCPL: Swem’s Historical Virginia 
Index, considered to be the ultimate source of information for any 
Virginia immigrant,has been out of print for over 60 years and has 
just been reprinted. While it was on sale, WCGS purchased a copy 
for the library. Other donations: A Genealogical Study of the Larkin 
George Boyette Family and Descendants contributed by Ray Keith 
Hodge, Genealogy of Finch Families Who are Same Clan by J. D. 
Finch located by Brenda Thorne. 

2004 Calendar will focus on the Stantonsburg area. Suggestions are 
welcomed for sites to include in the calendar. 

Publications sale: Since there has been a significant decline in the 
sales of our books, the board decided to offer a price reduction from 
March 15 to May 1, 2003. The census and cemetery books will be 
$20 and They Moved Away will be $10 for this limited time. Now is 
the time to buy them if you do not already have them, or consider 
buying them for gifts. 

Announcements: 

J Robert Boykin II has convinced Greene County Commissioners to 
allow a Historic Marker to be put up in Greene County for Col. 
James Glasgow. Glasgow was the first Secretary of State, held this 
postion for 20 years, was an outstanding patriot during the Revolu- 
tion serving as Colonel in the states’s militia, was a member of the 
Provincial Congress at Hillsborough and Halifax in 1775 and 1776, a 
member of the Committee of Safety and was for many years Grand 
Secretary and Deputy Grand Member of the North Carolina Masonic 
Lodge.” Greene County was named for Col. James Glasgow before 
it’s name was changed to Greene. The marker will be placed on high- 
way 58 near Stantonsburg and the Greene Co. line. Boykin is also 
working to get a Historic Marker for Little Goshen Church in the 
Speight’s Bridge area. 

Judy O’Neal’s photographs: She has family photos that were not 
labeled and has given copies to WCGS for showing in hopes some- 
one can help identify them. Some members were able to identify 
some of the pictures. 

Tar River Connections: workshop on Saturday at Braswell Memo- 


rial Library. There will be three speakers on census records. 

Old Dobber/Jones County Reunion: June 25-28, 2003 

May meeting Program: “The Porter House,” a historic property in 
Edgecombe County, believed to be the oldest home in Nash County, 
presented by James Proctor, the owner. We will meet at Durwood 
Stancil, Inc. 

June Social: We need to identify another location. Grace Turner 
will be the social/entertainment chair as she has done so well for the 
past several years. 

Member Report: Carol Forbes gave a report on newly found ceme- 
teries and a cemetery in Greene County that is in danger of being 
destroyed. Mike Edge, who came and spoke to us some time back on 
confederate soldiers, is fighting to preserve the Holiday - Dixon 
Graveyard. Buried in this cemetery is Col. Thomas Holiday of the 
War of 1812 fame, and his wife. The earliest burial is 1816. Anyone 
with descendants in the Holiday - Dixon Cemetery is urged to con- 
tact Mike Edge, Snow Hill, NC. 

Laura Alley, member of Old Dobbs Genealogical Society and edi- 
tor of their newsletter, spoke to us on the special census schedules, 
how to abstract information, and what we can learn from them. She 
gave an interesting account of people’s lives that was gleaned from 
the Agricultural Schedule. Hidden information was brought to light 
of the early farmers lives and livelihood. Laura had forms she created 
to use in recording the Agriculturial Schedule as read from micro- 
film. Several members purchased copies from her. 

Respectfully submitted by Carol Forbes. Pro Tem 





WCGS BOARD MEETING March 12, 2003 


The board voted to buy the Swem Historical Virginia Index book at 
a cost of $125.00 and donate it to the Library. It was noted that the 
genealogical area has already been relocated in the Library and 
seems to be more spacious, though more public. 

It was decided to contact the non renewals from the past year by 
email or letter. Those, for whom we have the email addresses can be 
done through the group effort. Nothing will be done about the lapsed 
members this year. 

The library committee who is to scout other libraries for ideas to be 
utilized in our renovated library will meet this Friday to make plans 
for their beginning studies. 

Proposed programs for the coming months are: 

March: Laura Alley. Special Census Schedules 

April: Founding Families work session 

May: James Proctor on the historic Porter house in Edgecombe 
County 

June: Social 

October: Tim Rackley on Edgecombe County 

November: Annual meeting. 

Henry noted that the 2004 calendar will focus on Stantonsburg. 

We discussed the overstock of books and decided to have a price 
reduction through May 1, 2003, put an article in Trees, perhaps ex- 
change with other clubs and have a sale day at the Mall. With Mary 
Anne's health problems in mind, Dick Rountree graciously volun- 
teered to assist her with the mailings. It was decided to approach the 
County for permission to reprint Wilson County's Architectural Heri- 
tage book. We already have verbal permission from the N. C. Dept. 
of Cultural Resources who supported the first printing. We have a 
quote of $1026.90 to reprint 100 copies of with a perfect binding, but 
it was suggested that we shop for competitive pricing. 

Officers for the coming year were discussed and tabled. Sue had a 
drawing of the waterways map. It is looking very good and profes- 
sional, but she needs names for some more of the creeks. She will 
have it reduced and a few printed and hopefully others can help in 
the naming. 

Frances Roberson 
March 13, 2003 
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WCGS Publications: please call or write for a catalog with com- 
plete details, or view the list on our web site. 
Books 
___ They Moved Away - North Carolinians Who Went to 

Other States. $15.00 
____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1860. $30.00 
____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1870. $30.00 
____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume | 


$30.00 

____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume II 
$30.00 

____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume III 
$30.00 

Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume IV 
$30.00 


NON-PROFIT 
U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 


WILSON, NC 
PERMIT #8 





Address Service Requested 






Maps 

____ Wilson County Historical Map. $5.00 

___ Confederate Field Map #1. $5.00 

___ Confederate Field Map #2. $5.00 

___ Confederate Field Map #3. $5.00 

____ Confederate Field Map #4. $5.00 

____ Town of Wilson, Map 1872. $5.00 

____ Town of Wilson, Map 1882. $5.00 

Roy Taylor Books (discontinued) 

Miscellaneous 

____ Cemetery Finder (paper) donation $5.00 shipping included 

____ Wilson Co. Estates Inventory (paper) $5.00 shipping included 

____ 2003 WCGS Calendar $11 + .70 NC tax, shipping 
included. Family heritage of Eastern Wilson Co. 





Payment and shipping: Shipping cost for each book is $3.00. Shipping cost for maps is $3.00 for 1-4 items. 


Add 6.5% sales tax for NC residents on merchandise total (not on shipping). 


Total of items ordered $ 




















Bee A UDDINe bas 
© Check Enclosed O Bill my Credit Card #.(Visa or MasterCard) 
Expires Authorized by: 
Ship to: 
Street 
City 
Telephone: E-Mail: 





Sales Tax $ 


State 


Total of Order$ 








(Signature for charges please) 








Zip 





(] Please enroll me as a member of WCGS. I enclose $20 for personal membership & subscription to Trees. Please allow 3-5 week’. 


for shipping on all orders. You may order books & membership through our website. http://www.wegs.org. 
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Hello, 

The month I have 
asked Henry to help 
us remember the dis- 
covery of the mechanism of our own 
heredity. Sue Powell 

It was 50 years ago this month that 
Francis Crick walked into the Eagle 
Pub in Cambridge, England and an- 
nounced “we have found the secret of 
life.” Crick and his co-worker James 
Watson, had discovered, that morning, 
the structure of DNA. And that struc- 
ture—a “double helix” that can 
“unzip” to make copies of itself— 
confirmed suspicions that DNA carries 
hereditary information. 

This was a true “odd couple”. Crick, 
at age 35 had no PhD. Watson, 12 
years younger, graduated from The 
University of Chicago at 19. They 
shared a common indifference to 
boundaries and shared a fascination 
with genetics. Their joint efforts pro- 
duced the most significant happening 
in the history of life science and 
earned them a Nobel Prize. 

Their work was later chronicled in 
the Watson’s 1958 book, The Double 
Helix. 


President’s 


Message 








Watson (left) and Crick, 1953, shared 
a mutual disregard for what other scien- 
tists believed and pushed ahead to 
prove their theories about heredity. 
_ The Human Genome project, for- 
_ merly headed by Watson is just now 
_ completing the map of the entire human 
genetic code. Who knows where that 
_ will lead us in genealogy? 


\May 2003 





Chronicles of the 


Wilson County Genealogical Society 


May 27th Meeting 

Our next meeting will be at 7:00 pm., 
Tuesday, May 27, 2003, in the confer- 
ence room of Durwood Stancil Refrig- 
eration, 3425 Ward Blvd., Wilson, lo- 
cated midway between Brentwood and 
the Bucks VFW facility, across from the 
Wilson Woods Apartments. 

The program will be presented by 
James Proctor on the Porter Houses, two 
of the oldest extant houses in Edge- 
combe County. The houses are located 
on land that was granted to Charles Por- 
ter, Sr. in 1749. In 1788 he gave the 
“plantation on which I now live” to his 
son Moody Porter. 

The gambrel-roofed Porter house and 
the gable-roofed Porter house were con- 
structed in the last quarter of the eight- 
eenth century. Also on the property is 
the Armstrong Kitchen which appears to 
date to the last quarter of the nineteenth 
century. 

Mr. Proctor owns the houses, and he 
lives in the gambrel roofed house which 
he purchased after dreaming for several 
years of owning it. He has registered the 
properties with the National Register of 
Historic Places and will explain the 
process of registration. He will also 
show photographs of the restoration of 
the houses. 


Highlights of This Issue 


Family Connections, Fulgham......... 


John Satterfield Pension ................. >] 
John Satterfield Obituary................ 51 
Margaret Williams Obituary info... 51 
World Wars eters cites. -snceose ser cntee a2 
Thomas Haywood Best Obituary.... 54 
Thomas Haywood Best Tribute...... 54 
Thomas Haywood Best War Record 55 
Cahoon Revolutionary Accounts....... 55 
Wilson -CountyelroOpsi1,22.--:.0cce-nerdes 56 
Spanish-American War Soldiet......... 56 
Descendants of CSA Veterans........... 2) 
WWI Draft Registration Info............. 59 
PATINOUM COME IES eeseee ene sete se eereee career 59 
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MEMORIAL ISSUE 


The recent conflict in Iraq reminds us 
of the men who have served in military 
conflicts since the beginning of our 
country. This issue of Trees is dedicated 
to our military veterans of all wars. 

Included you will find articles related 
to the Revolutionary War, the Civil War 
and World War I. There are lost letters, 
which were found in the cavities of a 
desk, written from France in 1918 de- 
scribing some experiences of a Wilson 
County infantryman, 

An article on the American Civil War 
includes some information about the 
Confederate Navy as experienced by a 
Greene County native who later lived 
and died in Wilson. Another article re- 
cords pension information for an elderly 
Confederate veteran. 

Beginning in this issue is a record 
compiled in 1918 by the United Daugh- 
ters of the Confederacy, Lineal Descen- 
dants of Confederate Veterans. Their 
members talked to World War I veter- 
ans and those who had an ancestor who 
served in the Civil War are recorded. 
All information was taken from per- 
sonal interviews; therefore, the data is 
somewhat sketchy, a true example of 
recorded oral history. The information 
came into the possession of Marion 
Woodard “Monk” Moore who used a 
simple form to record a few basic facts 
for each Confederate veteran and con- 
tributed the collection to WCGS. Joan 
Howell added some census information. 

There have been questions and infor- 
mation on the WCGS email discussion 
group about World War I draft records. 
Readers of Trees during the last five 
years will remember that Lisa Hender- 
son, a WCGS member who lives in the 
Atlanta area, has abstracted many of the 
draft registrations and submitted them 
for publication. There is a wealth of in- 
formation of genealogical interest in- 
cluded in both the draft registrations 
and the discharge papers. 
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This chronicle is published by the Wilson County 
Genealogical Society, organized February 26, 
1991. Address: P.O. Box 802, Wilson, NC 
27894-0802. Telephone 252-243-1660. Internet 
address: 

http://www.wcgs.org 

Trees is published monthly except for Decem- 
ber and July. An annual index is published ina 
spring issue. Trees is indexed in PERSI Active 
membership is for a calendar year and includes a 
subscription to the ten issues published each year 
or issues remaining from the date of receipt of 
payment. Annual individual membership is $15. 

Materials of genealogical interest to the mem- 
bers of WCGS are accepted for publication at the 
discretion of the Editors and should pertain to 
families with connections in Wilson County and 
its neighboring and parent counties. WCGS can- 
not accept any responsibility for the content of 
contributed materials, including errors and omis- 
sions. Please direct any questions to the contribu- 
tor. Their names and addresses will be provided 
upon request for worthwhile purposes. 

Queries from WCGS members are accepted 
and posted at WilsonNC@yahoogroups.com 
Officers 2001 

President: Sue Powell 

Vice President: Mary Anne Sheak 

Secretary: Frances Roberson 

Treasurer: Henry Powell 

Board Members: Carol Forbes, Dick Rountree, 

Grace Turner 

Past Presidents: Joan Howell, Reese ferrell, 

Katye Alford, Henry Powell, Sue Powell, Carol 

Forbes 

Newsletter Editors: Henry & Sue Powell 

Contributors: Grace Turner, Joyner Stanton, 

J. Robert Boykin HI, Albert Page, Lisa Y. 

Henderson, Horace Peele, Richard F. Barnes. 
Committees: 

H.B. Johnston Papers: Sue Powell 

Cemetery Publications: Joan Howell 

Internet Coordinators: Horace Peele & Henry 

Powell 

Wilson Founding Families: Marion Moore 

Programs: Sue Powell, Carol Forbes 
Please send address changes to WCGS, PO Box 
802, Wilson, NC 27894. 

Email: ancestor@wegs.org 

Trees is mailed under our non-profit bulk mailing 
permit to subscribers of record at the date of mail- 
ing. Bulk mail is not forwarded by the Post Office. 


Contents © 2003 Wilson County Genealcgical 
Society, Inc. All rights reserved. No items may 
be used without permission in writing from 
WCGS except for brief reviews. 


WCGS has been designated as a 501(c)3 non- 
profit corporation by the U.S. Internal Revenue 
Service. The Tax Identification number for 
WCGS is 56-1869136. 


Family Connections - Wilson Daily Times 
More on the Fulghum Family 


Family histories are often compiled by a member of a family as a 
hobby, while genealogies are often compiled by professionals. The 
main difference is in the details that are used to prove the origins of the 
family. Herein is a good example of the difference. 

We last wrote on the Fulghum family in May 1996. At that time we 
had details provided by a family historian, the late Dr. James Fulghum 
of Florida who described the American family as having originated 
with an Anthony Fulgham of Isle of Wight County in Virginia in the 
1600s and his descendants who settled in the Oldfield area of (now) 
Wilson County in the 1700s. Dr Fulghum made extensive references to 
the English family as having come there with the Norman Conquest in 
1066. 

We visited the town of Tideswell in England in February where the 
Foljambes (an early spelling of the name) had made their home since 
the time of the Conquest. This isolated town is nestled between the 
peaks of the Pennine hills in eastern Derbyshire in the center of Eng- 
land. It is not a pretty place, being built of dull gray stone, but it has 
been there for a very long time and is critical to the population for 
miles around as it provides important local services. The nearest towns 
are Chesterfield, Derby and Sheffield, all many miles away. We found 
the town folk to be friendly and helpful, characteristic of a small settle- 
ment that is content with its own resources. 

Our main stop was to #% 
visit the Church of St. 
John the Baptist, built 
sometime during the 
1200s and kept in good , 
condition since that ; 
time. This structure has § 
been called the 
"Cathedral of the 
Peaks," which com- 
memorates its hand- 
some appearance and 
isolated location. 








We had been directed to search for the grave 

, __ of Sir John Foljambe who was buried there in 
} .,: 1358. The large brass plaque which covered 
_ his tomb had been stolen some years later, but 
~ areplica was placed there in the 19th century 
by a descendant. 

‘ The plaque shows a man in armor typical of 
"4. the period of the late crusades which indicates 
a that Sir John took part in the effort to rid the 

% Holy Land of infidels. His feel are shown as 

$ resting on the body ofa lion to indicate cour- 
age. Medieval records of the period state that 
he asked to buried in the high altar of St John's 
with his ancestors. This infers that there are 
earlier Foljambes buried in the church as well 
~;. Vand legend has told of his father, Thomas Fol- 

*4¥ jambe, lying beneath John's tomb. 

In our search for further information on Sir John, we came across a 
disturbing document entitled "Feudal History of the County of Derby- 
shire, 11th to 13th Century" by John P. Yeatman, Barrister of Lincoln's 

(Continued on page 51) 
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(Fulghum, Continued from page 50) 

Inn, London. This book was written about 1906 by a person 
trained in the use of historical documents in the construction 
of genealogical proofs. Prof. Yeatman included considerable 
details about prominent Derbyshire families, noting that the 
Foljambes were among the most noted. He traced the history 
of the family from their first appearance but found no evi- 
dence of any connection with the Norman invasion of 1066, 
nor of any relationship to the King of Denmark as had been 
told to Dr. Fulghum some years ago. Yeatman carefully 
built his conclusions on the data available to show that the 
purported "royal" connection had been invented many years 
before by a family historian named Johnstone and that there 
was further evidence of tampering with the lineage through 
undue influence with the College of Heralds (agents of the 
Crown who verify lineages). His final conclusion was that, 
while this was indeed an old and honorable family, there 
was no proof of noble lineage. He felt that the Duke of Liv- 
erpool, who based his claim to nobility upon his Foljambe 
lineage, had been misled by an ancestor who claimed a con- 
nection that simply did not exist. 

Yeatman describes the settlement at the time of the Con- 
quest with Thomas Foljambe in Derbyshire as a forester to 
the King (William I) for which right Thomas paid a fee to 
the Crown. His domain included the hamlets of Wormhill 
and Tideswell. Thomas left two oxen to the King in his will, 
and the forest rights passed to his son. The family became 
entrenched over the centuries, and descendant John (buried 
in Tideswell church) was knighted and made an officer of 
the Crown in recognition of the family's status in the area. 

There is still no evidence for the origin of Anthony Ful- 
gham of Virginia. Dr. Fulghum saw him as the son of Her- 
cules who settled in Barbados, but the "noble" Foljambe line 
in England has no record that Hercules had a son by that 
name. Considering the volume of immigrants from that part 
of England to Virginia in the 1600s, it is entirely possible 
that Anthony came from the Tideswell or Wormhill branch 
of the family and not from the questionable Liverpool 
branch. Many passenger records have been lost over the 
centuries and perhaps Anthony's as well. 

Henry & Sue Powell 


Prepared by 
Henry & Sue Powell 





The gentle rolling hills of the Peak District surround the 
settlement of Tideswell. The grassy hills, once forested, are 
dotted with flocks of sheep. The forests disappeared in the 
demand for charcoal for heating, cooking and smelting, and 
for lumber to build the ships used to bring settlers to Amer- 
ica. Most fields are separated by dry stone walls, that is, 
walls without mortar. 





JOHN SATTERFIELD 
The Wilson Times 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 
July 16, 1911 
An Old Confederate Soldier. 

A few days ago Mrs. Satterfield, the wife of Mr. J. D. 
Satterfield, an old Confederate soldier 87 years of age, ap- 
plied to the Associated Charities for relief. Enquiry elicited 
the fact that her husband was receiving a pension of $26.00 
per year from the State and that he was totally blind. 

His wife stated further that they had been working with a 
cousin on a farm in Nash county, and that they could not get 
along with the landlord and had left, removing to Wilson 
where she was taking in washing for a living, but it was 
“hard to get a toe holt,” and wanted the Association to give 
her a little start. 

Asked how much it cost her to live she replied, “mighty 
nigh or nothing,” I have been making about a dollar per 
week, but it takes nearly all my time to wait on my old man. 

We sought information from Clerk of the Court Mewborn 
and asked if the old soldier was not entitled to more than 
$26.00 per year. Mr. Mewborn replied that he was totally 
blind and should be receiving $10.00 per month. 

So Dr. W. S. Anderson very kindly visited the old soldier 
this morning, made the necessary examination with refer- 
ence to his disabilities, and has filed his application with the 
pension board. 

But the appropriations are not available until December, 
and in the meantime the Association will endeavor to see 
that the “Defender of the Lost Cause” does not suffer. 

Mr. Satterfield was a member of Co. F, 17" Regiment N. 
C. Troops, Capt. Daniel’s Company. 


July 23,1912 
Death of Old Soldier. 

Mr. John Satterfield, a brave Confederate veteran, who 
followed the fortunes of Jackson and Lee, died yesterday at 
his home on Jones street and was buried in Maplewood 
cemetery this morning at 11 o’clock, the funeral having 
been conducted by Elder P. D. Gold. 

Mr. Satterfield was 88 years old and entirely blind and 
was dependent on the services of his faithful wife and the 
charity of the people until the Associated Charities discov- 
ered that he was entitled to a regular pension of $10.00 per 
month under the list of entirely disabled. 

[Editor’s note: John D. Satterfield, Private, a farmer, was 
born in Person County and enlisted for the war in Person 
County on March 1, 1862. He was present or accounted for 
through October 1864. N. C. pension records indicate he was 
wounded at Hamilton on January 15, 1863 (N C Troops, 
Manarin and Jordan). The WPA records of Maplewood 
Cemetery in Wilson, N. C., record the burial of J. D. 
Satterfield (pauper), aged 87 years, died July 19, 1912 
(Wilson County, North Carolina Cemeteries, Vol. IV, How- 
ell). 

Margaret M. Williams Obituary Additional Information 

Mattie Luper, the author of the obituary in Zion's Lana- 
mark that was included in April 2003 Trees, wrote from 
Sharpsburg, N. C. on February 5, 1908. 
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WORLD WAR LETTERS 


From the Hugh B. Johnston files 

“Not long ago my friend Ray Etheridge of Wilson tore 
down an old desk. Within some of its inner cavities he ran 
across two and one-half letters of the First World War period, 
which he passed along to me as of possible historical interest. 
It happened that I could identify the writer of the letters as a 
distant cousin, because of the family names and circum- 
stances mentioned. They reflect credit on their writer, in addi- 
tion to throwing light on some of the activities of a Wilson 
County soldier in that war.” 

Isaac Herbert Farmer, son of Joshua Barnes Farmer and 
wife Annie Emily Nelson, was born on November 16, 1886, 
in Wilson County. In December, 1917, he was commissioned 
1‘ Lieutenant and was assigned to the 317” Infantry Regi- 
ment, 80" Division, from the 2"! Officers’ Training Camp. He 
received his honorable discharge on April 27, 1919. 


Somewhere in France 
Sept. 11, 1918 
Dear Leslie— 

Your long looked for letter reached me 3 or 4 days ago, and 
I was very pleased to get it. It was a fine letter, well com- 
posed. The phrases are fine. It told a lot of news. It told me a 
whole lot about you that you didn’t think you were telling. I 
liked the way you were thinking, the working of your mind, 
and it was long. 

I am very sorry that I have not had the time to write more to 
you and the others of the family, and then my many friends. 
But we only have a little time of our own and we just can’t 
write to everyone. 

Papa’s cablegram informing me of J. B.’s death in action on 
July 18" reached me Sept. 3 or 4". I had feared that some- 
thing had happened to him as I have not heard from him at all 
since I’ve been over. He was over a whole year before they 
got him and he must have accounted for a good number of 
Huns. It hit me like a shot and grieved me. I so much wanted 
him to return home. If it had to be one of us, I had rather that 
he should return. 

While I am on the subject of the war which is the eternal 
one—it seems—you stay in your present branch of the ser- 
vice. You are not strong enough to endure the hardships the 
infantry sometimes have to endure. For instance, I had been 
in the trenches 5 days and made an advance of 2000 yards, 
stood heavy shelling, and on being relieved walked 12 miles 
to camp, arriving 5:30 A. M., then at 9:00 marched 12 miles 
to billets and next day marched 12 to 15 to entrain, then on 
train 2 days and 2 nights without sufficient rest, and upon de- 
training march 24 miles in one day—with your possessions 
on your back. It takes good men—and strong—to stand it. 

I congratulate you upon getting to the training camp at 
Jax.—stay in O. M., you know it. If you do come over, get 
you a French and English book with French pronunciation in 
English and learn at least one word a day. It will be invalu- 
able to you, and another thing, don’t buy a whole lot of 
clothes and equipment, because you will be forced to leave it 
somewhere. At every place I throw out some of my baggage. 
I am almost afraid when winter comes III not have enough. 

Now I’ve been to the front twice on the British Front; now I 
am in the American sector in the south. While at the Front we 


had it pretty hot. Heavy Shelling. Our casualties were very 
slight—I1 Sgt. Neck and legs and 1 officer shell struck. How 
we got by is a miracle. In a radius of 30 feet of our dugout, 
which was only about 12 feet deep and had 2 entrances facing 
the Hun guns, I feel certain that 300 shells landed in a day 
and 2 nights. They almost got me but I pulled together and 
kept working and visiting. The men got by O. K. Our men 
repelled an attack of the Hun after a heavy barrage without a 
single injury—we turned him to either side of our sector. In 
the advance I made with another Co., a Hun officer had a ma- 
chine gun and he put up the white flag and the party went for- 
ward to take him and when in suitable range he opened up. 
Later he raised the white flag again—and when I saw him 
later he lay dead on his back with the white flag still in his 
hands. A shell hit near a party of 7, killing 2 wounding 4— 
one strong man only slightly shell shocked—one of the 
wounded was blown clean out 15 feet in front of the trench, 
and the Hun snipers were so busy that we could not get to 
him except by digging a trench, which took some time, and 
he lay there suffering, but they finally got him and cared for 
his wounds. The Hun at night uses a tremendous amount of 
flares and rockets, and with the other implements of war it 
almost reminds one of Christmas fire works 

Leslie, I could write and write on for hours, page after page, 
but haven’t time. We are waiting now for orders to come at 
any moment to move forward as there is something doing, 
and I am robbing myself of a little sleep to write this. So 
please let the rest of the family have the benefit of it as I can’t 
write to all. 

Yes, I received your letter to me just before I left Camp 
Lee. I will try to acknowledge each letter and to number 
them, and always address me to my Co. and Regiment, as 
follows, Lt. I. H. F., Co. I, 317" Inf., until I advise you other- 
wise. Mail is received and if we are at the Front it comes right 
up to us. 

I have learned a little French and I only wish I had more 
time. It is easy with the help of a French woman, if she can 
talk just a little English, as I was fortunate enough to have a 
young lady, French, who was a stenographer in an English 
factory to help me at one town up on the northern front. 

I must stop now though I could write a book. I am deeply 
grieved about J. B. on Mama and Papa’s account for I know 
how they will take it. But they must not let it worry them. He 
was a good boy and he died doing his duty and that a good 
one, for a good cause. It will be just like it has been for the 
last year, only they won’t have his letters. Write me when you 
can and take the advice I have offered you herein. 

With love to all, 
Herbert 
Somewhere in France 
Sept. 20, 1918 
My dear Sister:- 

Last night was a terrible night. We marched from one 
woods to another. It has been raining nearly every day for the 
last 2 weeks or more. The roads were terribly muddy. Our 
Battalion lost contact with the Battalion in front and we were 
therefore lost. But finally we arrived a our new home in the 


(Continued on page 53) 


a 


Page 52 


Trees of Wilson 


May 2003 


(World War I Letters Continued from page 52) 


woods about 2 A. M. and the ground was very wet and it’s 
not very comfortable sleeping with nothing on or under ex- 
cept a raincoat. 

I am in reserve still, about 10 miles from the line, in the vi- 
cinity of that famous town which the French have held 
throughout the war—Verdun. I have not been to the line since 
we left the British Sector south of Arros, or rather that part of 
the line where the New Zealanders were. No doubt you have 
seen it mentioned in the papers. I have. The line at that point 
now has advanced 20 or 25 miles. The day we came in the 
line, I was with the front line Co. and advanced about one 
mile and half with it. 

Your letter on the back of which were copies of J. B.’s last 
letters, as well as copies of Clyde’s and perhaps others includ- 
ing Miss Parr’s was received about 10 days ago. And I was 
very glad to hear from you, and appreciated very much the 
copies of the others, also Miss Parr’s letter. I was very busy 
then and did not answer at once, but sent you a cablegram as I 
was in a small town where there was a “Telegraphe” office. I 
have answered Miss Parr’s letter 3 or 4 days ago and intended 
to write you at same time, but was interrupted. 

The news that J. B. was killed in action reached me, as I 
remember, about the 3 or 4" of Sept. By cable from Papa. I 
sent a cable to Papa the next day from Bar-le-Duc, and I have 
wanted to write Mama and Papa ever since. But I have been 
so that I didn't feel able to express myself as I wanted to and 
then we have been continually moving, and therefore 


I have wished so often and prayed that J. B. would be 
spared so that he could return home. I wanted him to return so 
bad that I wish I could have taken his place, if it had to be one 
of us. We all have missed him, and his loss is a great loss to 
our family. Perhaps the greatest. He was a fine boy, and if he 
could have returned home without an injury, he no doubt 
would have made quite a success of his life, not that his life 
has not been a success, for it has. He gave his life for a great 
cause—a cause worthy of any man’s life—that in itself is a 
success. But if he could have returned before his death, I 
would have been more reconciled to it. And I feel that all of 
us and especially Mama and Papa would. There is a great deal 
more that I would like to say, but the words don’t seem to 
form or express just what I want you all to feel. It may be that 
I am too uncomfortable in my little tent out here in the cold 
damp woods. I wish you would send this letter home so they 
can read it. 

Everyone has a feeling of confidence over the success of the 
recent operations. I have just read of the British success in 
front of Saint Quentin on Sept. 18 and 19—8000 prisoners 
and some guns. I hope it will soon be over so all the boys 
over here can return to their homes and loved ones and follow 
their own ideals and progress in the pursuit of peace and hap- 
piness. Remember me to Miss Parr and Anne. With love to 
all, 

Herbert 
—Don’t wait for me to write. 

I sent papa $200.00 some time ago. Tell him to please let 

me know if he received the money orders and also to write 


me, if he sold my farm—and all other news. 
H. 


15" October 1918 
My dear Mother:-- 

Today I sent you a cable. Tonight I write, although I am not 
very comfortable. There is no fire in my room and it is raining 
and quite chilly. I have a nice room and a mahogany table to 
write on. 

We are now about 20 or 30 miles behind the lines and it’s 
awfully strange not to hear the big guns banging away and the 
Hun shells falling all about. But the change is a most wel- 
come one. Today I stood under a hot shower bath and it was 
most delightful. All my men had one also. It had been rainy 
weather and at times very cold for the last six weeks and all 
the time we have spent in the open, sleeping on the ground, in 
the woods, and in the trenches. We have been out of the line 
for two days now and I sincerely hope that before we are 
ready to return hostilities will cease. Now that I am safe, I 
wouldn’t take anything for my experience in battle. 

My Captain had a nervous break down, or shell shock, and 
was evacuated to the hospital, and won’t come back, so I’ve 
been in command since about the 5" and during the time we 
actually engaged the enemy the company was under my com- 
mand. Since we came out I’ve overheard several remarks 
made by my men that were very gratifying to me. I only hope 
I deserve as much respect and confidence as they appear to 
have in me. 

In regard to my health, I am very glad to say that I feel bet- 
ter and am in better health now than I’ve been for several 
years. If I could go to the front again, with the assurance that I 
would return safe, I think it would improve me more. 

You remember I wrote that the battle started on the 25 ulto 
and I was under shell fire the entire time. I was in the very 
front line only twice—one time about 2:30 P. M. on Oct. 5 I 
went over a small hill with the Company and all of a sudden 
we were under an extremely heavy shower of machine gun 
and rifle bullets in addition to a heavy artillery fire. There I 
had a chance for the men to fire at a target. I lost a few men 
by shell fire—none by rifle bullets. Had a few casualties from 
bullets however. I had a rifle shot from my hands. I guess 15 
or 20 bullets hit the ground 4 or 5 feet in front of me. My men 
say they never saw me so cool in their life, and I felt that way. 
But I am glad it’s past, and I hope I won’t have to go up 
again. It looks now that hostilities will cease in a very short 
time since Germany has agreed to accept all of President Wil- 
son’s terms—and evacuate allied territory—and I hope that 
the evacuation will soon take place. 

On the 7" or 8" a German officer was taken prisoner. He 
spoke perfect English. He said “That it is a h—I of a note to 
be captured two days before the end of the war and I’ve been 
fighting during the whole war.” 

I received Lydia’s letter a few days ago, also one from Julia 
and Clyde—also Annie Nell’s. Tell them I appreciate them 
very much and I wish I had time to write to all, but one will 
have to do. In the last three weeks I have received over 75 
letters and I just can’t begin to do justice to all. 

[The second sheet of this letter is missing. ] 
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THOMAS HAYWOOD BEST OBITUARY 
AND TRIBUTES 
The Wilson Times, January 10, 1914, January 


24, 1914, February 10, 1914 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 


January 10, 1914 
Thomas Haywood Best. 

This morning at 3:30 a. m. Mr. Thomas Haywood Best, 
one of Wilson’s oldest and most beloved citizens fell to sleep 
after a beneficial and well spent life of 69 years. 

Mr. Best was born in Green county, November TTSISAa 

During his active life he was a successful salesman, and 
won much distinction in the business world. 

About three years ago he suffered a stroke of paralysis and 
since that time has been an invalid. 

The deceased always wore a cheerful smile and seemed to 
enjoy life to its highest, fullest and best notwithstanding his 
afflictions. 

He leaves a wife and son, Dr. Henry Blount Best, one of 
Wilson’s most prominent physicians, as well as a host of 
relatives and friends, who mourn his departure. 

The funeral services were conducted at the Methodist 
church this afternoon at 1 o’clock by Rev. M. Bradshaw, af- 
ter which the remains were removed to Snow Hill for inter- 
ment tomorrow at 10:30 a. m. 

The pallbearers were: Honorary. Messrs. T. J. Hadley, 
Elijah Barnes, W. D. Hackney, F. A. Woodard, J. D. Bul- 
lock, G. H. Wainwright, J. H. Marshburn, T. C. Davis, R. S. 
Barnes, J. A. Corbett, T. J. Herring, Lat Williams, W. J. 
Davis, Drs. W. S. Anderson and E. T. Dickinson. 

Active: Messrs. E. B. Mayo, W. M. Wells, R. P. Watson, 
K. C. Moore, F. M. Williams and N. L. Finch. 


January 24, 1914 
In Memory of 
THOMAS HAYWOOD BEST. 

Rarely, if ever, does it fall to the lot of one man to write 
memorials or obituaries of six brothers, but that has come 
within the province and experience of the writer of these 
lines. In 1881 when he moved to Greene County there were 
living the six Best brothers, Robert W.; Capt. Henry H.; Wil- 
liam E.; B. J.; R. E.; and T. H. Best. They were large, tall, 
stalwart men, each one was more than six feet tall and each 
one weighed more than two hundred pounds, and were the 
sons of Mr. Henry and Mrs. Maria Best large landowners and 
as fine and noble sire and matron as ever lived. These sons 
inherited large estates from their father and mother and all, 
save Robert W., the elder—who had gone into political life, 
being at one time Secretary of State of North Carolina and 
afterward held official position in the Pension Department of 
the government at Washington—lived on their lauded estates 
near Snow Hill and were engaged in agricultural pursuits, the 
three younger, Jim, Rufe and Haywood devoting a part of 
each year, for a number of years, to traveling for large 
wholesale mercantile houses of Baltimore. One by one these 
fine, stalwart, brainy, brawny men passed across the mystic 
river. Robert W., was the first and of him this writer wrote a 


memorial, then Rufus E., then W. E., then B. J., then Capt. 
Henry H.—all of them prominent and influential in the po- 
litical and material upbuild and advancement of county and 
State—and now he takes up pen to pay tribute, meagre 
though it be, to the memory of the last one of those fine men, 
the lamented and beloved Thomas Haywood Best. 

He was born on the 7" of November, 1844 and was happily 
married January 20", 1876 to Miss Mollie J. Blount, the old- 
est daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin H. Blount, formerly 
of Nashville, N. C., but, who, at that time were residents of 
Wilson. Three children were born unto them, the two daugh- 
ters being called to the Higher Home years ago, little Maria 
in her childhood and Lida Leigh in the beauty and splendor 
of her brilliant young womanhood and the son, Dr. Henry B. 
Best now a learned popular, successful physician and splen- 
did gentleman and citizen of Wilson, is spared by the Divine 
One to be to his fond, devoted mother her stay, her comfort 
and support in the great, whelmning sorrow that has come to 
her in her declining years. Though reared on the farm with 
all rural advantages surrounding him he was allured there- 
from by the commercial life and a fine proposition being 
made him by the Boykin and Carmer drug house of Balti- 
more, he accepted the same as its traveling representative in 
Eastern Carolina, became a member of the firm and was until 
the death of the two senior members, Drs. Boydin and Car- 
mer. After this, M. Best retired from active business life, be- 
came a courtant and permanent resident of Wilson to which 
town he had moved his family a few years before and there 
spent his remaining years. Some six or seven years ago he 
had a stroke of paralysis, several other strokes followed mak- 
ing him an invalid and helpless. During the last three years 
he was unable to walk or talk but his mental faculties were 
happily retained throughout in infliction that rested on him 
like an iron hand, but he did not murmur or complain, was 
always cheerful, always considerate of those about him and 
to the fullest he enjoyed the coming in of his friends, showed 
by nod of head, by smile and other indication that he was 
appreciative of the topics discussed. About three weeks be- 
fore the silent, noiseless Messenger came, Bright’s Kidney 
disease made its attack on his frail system and to this he suc- 
cumbed in the early morning of the 10" and tranquilly qui- 
etly, gently, as a child falls on sleep he entered the everlast- 
ing rest and the sweet peace vouchsafed by the crucified one 
to the tired and weary ones of earth. The next afternoon, fol- 
lowed by a large crowd of sympathetic friends, his remains 
were taken to the Coast Line station thence to Snow Hill and 
on Sunday morning were laid away in burial under the sod of 
his own choosing over which a family monument he himself 
had erected and by the side of his sleeping daughters. En 
route to Snow Hill, at Goldsboro and Kinston, sorrowing 
friends were gathered with their floral offerings to pay affec- 
tions tribute to the beloved friend of olden days then on his 
way to the tomb. At Snow Hill another large crowd had gath- 
ered at the station and these were his old home friends and 
the tear-filled eye and tremulous hand told in unspoken 
speech that the dead was fondly beloved and that their hearts 
were athrob with tenderest sympathy for the grief-stricken 
and bereft ones. 

(Continued on page 55) 
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Of that splendid original Best family there is one sister now 


living Mrs. Bettie Frant who lives almost in sight of the old 
home and she is one of the best and noblest of that county’s 
splendid womanhood and to her countless hearts send loving 
sympathy in the speechless desolation hovering about the old 
home, now consecrated to the memory of loved ones gone 
and to tears. But there is a promised reunion beyond this vale 
of tears and the blessed doctrine of the resurrection and of 
immortal life now soothes and lulls aching hearts into holy 
calm and resignation. 

Peaceful be the sleep of our friend and God bless his im- 
mortal soul. 


J.W.B. 


February 10, 1914 
IN MEMORY OF LATE THOMAS 
HAYWOOD BEST. 
Sketch of His War Record While in the Confederate Navy at 
Charleston, S. C., By His Naval Comrade, W. B. Fist, Ashe- 
ville, N. C. 


Many people are living today who do not know that the 
Confederate government had a navy, yet there are men like 
my naval comrade, Thomas Haywood Best, who served us 
gallant on the water and suffered as many hardships as did 
the brave men who fought on land, and who went down to a 
soutery tomb with nothing to musk their resting place and yet 
they do not sleep alone, for in the mighty ocean sepulchre 
myriads lie buried like those of the ill-fated Titanic and the 
waves mourn them as thus sung by the trees who rest upon 
the land. 

My comrade, Thomas Haywood Best uses one of the brave 
and faithful guardsmen, the picked men of the Confederate 
navy then stationed at Charleston, S. C., selected to perform 
this arduous and dangerous picket duty at night off Charles- 
ton bar in front of Fort Sumter, to warn the approach of the 
Federal iron clad fleet at night off Fort Sumter. The enemy’s 
favorite time was to attack in the night. All through the night 
these picket boats moved up and down their respective beats. 
When the picket boats spotted the intrudent Monitor, to 
sneak in unobserved, the guard boats flushed the alarm out 
against the darkness by sending up the signal rocket which 
was answered by the calcium light on Fort Sumter fixing its 
finger in the black spot of the intruding Monitor. A few miles 
further out at sea, black as the night with every light screened 
was seen in line of Monitors steaming up to the attack, then 
the call of arms sounded the alarm on the different Confeder- 
ate forts and iron clads. The enemy saw her night attack frus- 
trated by the ever watchful guard boats and beats a hasty re- 
treat. Such was the duty of my brave and fearless comrade, 
Thomas Haywood Best, which rendered the noble defence of 
Charleston by General Beauregard, one of the grandest 
events of the war. Well do I remember as the guard boats 
returned from picket duty one beautiful morning, as the sun 

_ was rising from her bed in the ocean, into a bright clear sky 

_ with only a few fleecy clouds, while a balmy and gentle wind 
_ tippled without roughing the surface of the sea, far to the 

_ southward could be seen a black smoke curling from the fun- 
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nels of some large steamer, hull down, she was at first taken 
to be another blockade iron clad of the ironsides type, but 
after closer inspection with our powerful glasses we found 
her to be a large man of war rapidly approaching the blocad- 
ing line of the Federal fleet as they were bombarding the city 
and forts. As she approached the fleet she hoisted the English 
flag and sailed close into Fort Sumter, so near that we could 
see from the decks of our iron clad gunboats and forts the 
expression of the officers and men, many of them viewing us 
with marine glasses, evidently admiring the beautiful propor- 
tions of our formidable iron clad fleets and forts, that had 
already resisted the whole Federal iron clad fleet of Monitors 
after sinking several to the bottom of the sea. She hoisted the 
stars and bars and her band played Dixie amidst shouting and 
cheering on both sides, while our flag saluted their’s and our 
bands played God Save the Queen. Grim war was forgotten 
for the time being, and both Confederates and Federals 
ceased firing to salute the colors of the nation that was mis- 
tress of the seas, and upon whose possessions the sun never 
sets. 

The English man of war was making her annual trip north 
to her Canada home, after being stationed during the winter 
among the English West India Islands. 

Haywood and I have often __ referred to this remarkable 
incident while feasting upon the delicious barbecue feasts 
(using our old navy knives) that Mrs. Dug Hackney selected 
especially for us at 10" May dinners in Wilson. Haywood 
would often ask me to their annual barbecue at Wilson on 
Memorial Day, 10 May, and would never fail to remind me 
to carry my old naval knife with me as he always ate on this 
occasion with the old navy knife he took from the Iron Clad 
in Charleston harbor, Palmetto State. 


PHILLIP CAHOON and SAMUEL COHOON 
REVOLUTIONARY ARMY ACCOUNTS 
Hugh B. Johnston files 

Phillip Cahoon, son of John Cohoon and wife Priscilla 
Flowers, lived in Edgecombe County, North Carolina. Dur- 
ing the Revolutionary War he served in the Edgecombe 
County Militia. On February 8, 1782, Phillip Cohoon was 
paid £13.10.0 in Halifax Military District. (No. 5490, Origi- 
nal Voucher Receipt in the State Archives at Raleigh). On 
December 19, 1783, Phillip Cahoon of Edgecombe County 
received £5.0.0 through the endorsement of John Cohoon. 
(No. 9518, Original Voucher Receipt in the State Archives). 
In Bunch 13 of the Certificates paid by Green Hill for Hali- 
fax District in 1783, Phillip Cahoon received £5.0.0 (North 
Carolina Revolutionary Army Accounts, X, p. 4, f. 2, No. 
SWAY 

Samuel Cohoon apparently ;was living in Edgecombe 
County during the Revolutionary Period. On February 11, 
1782, he received pay of £3.4.0 for a tour in the Militia Ser- 
vice in Halifax Military District, and the receipt is endorsed 
S. Cohorn (Original Certificate in the North Carolina State 
Archives, No. 5649). Among the Certificates received for 
1786 was No. 306, S. Cohorn, for £3.4.0 plus £1.0.5 interest 
(North Carolina Revolutionary Army Accounts, VI, p. 92, f. 


2). 
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6 Se NS STD ey ST A eee 
TROOPS FURNISHED BY WILSON COUNTY DURING CIVIL WAR 
FROM MOORE’S HISTORY 


Mr. S. W. Worthington Has Kindly Furnished us With a List of the Officers 
and Non-Commissioned Officers; Space Prevents Giving List of Privates. 


The Wilson Times, February 25, 1928 
Contributed by Doug Wilkerson 


Company C—Regiment 67 
D. W. Edwards, Captain 
Theo. Edwards, First Lieut. 
John Patrick, 2" Lieut. 
Owen J. Pate, 2"4 Lieut. 

F. W. Barnes, First Sergt. 
W. Farmer, 2™ Sergt. 
Thomas Hilliard, 3 Sergt. 
W. H. Edwards, 4" Sergt. 
R. H. Powell, Sth Sergt. 

J. L. Finch, 1“ Corp. 

W. V. Renfrow, 2™ Corp. 
Robert Raper, 3" Corp. 

S. J. Deele, 4° Corp. 


Company A—Regiment 75 
E. W. Maise, Captain 

D.C. Levy, 1* Corp. 

M. M. McCullers, 2"¢ Corp. 


Company H—Regiment 75 
Joseph J. Lawrence, Capt. 
Lycurgus J. Barrett, Capt. 
Moses T. Mays, 1* Lieut. 
R. P. Edwards, 1* Lieut. 
Joseph B. Davis, 2" Lieut. 
Joseph W. Taylor, 2"! Lieut. 
John T. Tomlinson, 1* Sergt. 
John D. Pitt, 3 Sergt. 
Thomas J. Gardner, 4" Sergt. 
George B. Ballinger, 5" Sergt. 
Elbert Felton, 1° Corp. 
William H. Farmer, 2” Corp. 
Robert Raper 3™ Corp. [not in 
Moore’s Roster] 
[William T. Taylor, 3" Corp.] 
Andrew C. Jackson, 4" Corp. 


Company B—Regiment 2 
John Howard, Capt. 

John C. Gorham, Capt. 
Calvin Barnes, 1* Lieut. 
Orrin Williams, 2™ Lieut. 
William Howard, 1* Lieut. 
R. C. Caulder, 1* Lieut. 
J.C. Pierce, 1* Lieut. 

G. Fulghum, 1* Lieut. 

B. J. Barnes, 2" Lieut. 

L. B. Boyett, 2" Lieut. 

W. C. Ferrell, 2" Lieut. 
Jesse M. Taylor, 1* Sergt. 
Bemzan J. Barnes, 2" Sergt. 
Benj. H. Boykin, 3“ Sergt. 
Willie H. Boykin, 4" Sergt. 


Jonathan Hinnant, 5" Sergt. 
Alfred Moore, 1* Corp. 
Nathaniel Moore, 2" Corp. 
Joseph D. Williams, 3" Corp. 
John T. Williford, 4" Corp. 


Company D—Regiment 2 
W. S. Stallings, Capt. 

Isaac C. Applewhite, Capt. 
Matt Manly, Capt. 

Joseph C. Pierce, 2" Lieut. 
W. H. H. Cobb, 2 Lieut. 

W. E. Yelverton, 2" Lieut. 
W. H. Applewhite, 2" Lieut. 
Wyatt E. Yelverton, 1* Sergt. 
J. M. Caho, 2” Sergt. 

Lewis R. Edwards, 4™ Sergt. 
Edwin Mayo, 5"™ Sergt. 
Elisha Owens, 1* Corp. 
Kindred Lewis, 2"! Corp. 
Samuel Marco, 3" Corp. 
Jesse Barnes, 4" Corp. 
James Edmundson, Musician. 


Company F—Regiment 4 

Jesse S. Barnes, Capt. 

John W. Dunham, Capt. 

T[homas] E. Thompson, Capt. 

T[homas] G. Lee, 1“ Lieut. 

J. W. Shinn, 1* Lieut. 

H[enry]. M. Warren, |“ Lieut 

Patrick H. Simms, 2™ Lieut. 

Thomas E. Thompson, 2" 
Lieut. 

Samuel Y. Parker, 2" Lieut. 

Wm. V. Stevens, 2™ Lieut. 

T. B. Stith, 2"? Lieut. 

John]. D. Wells, 2" Lieut. 

Lafayette Barnes, 1“ Sergt. 

Williamm R. Hamell, 3“ 
Sergt. 


Robert R. Lancaster, 4" Sergt. 


Wm. P. Fitzgerald, 5™ Sergt. 
William S. Barnes, 1* Corp. 
Thomas G. Lee, 3“ Corp. 


Wm. Virgil Stevens, 4" Corp. 


Company G—Regiment 5 
Norman A. H. Godkin, Capt. 
James M. Taylor, Capt. 
Thomas P. Thompson, Capt. 
Francis W. Taylor, 1* Lieut. 
Jas. M. Taylor, 1* Lieut. 
John T. Clark, 1* Lieut. 


Editor: Proofed to Moore’s Roster. 
Information in North Carolina Troops 


has numerous differences in names, 


ranks, and additional companies. 


Caleb H. Parker, 2" Lieut. 
John P. Clark, 2" Lieut. 
John W. Barnes, 2™ Lieut. 
Theodore D. G. Deems, 24 
Lieut. 
Charles G. Rawles, 2™ Lieut. 
John J. Gatling, 2" Lieut. 
John M. Felton, 2"! Lieut. 
John H. Perry, 1* Sergt. 
Jas. Davis, 3“ Sergt. 
James E. Batts, 4" Sergt. 
Stanley Kirby, 5" Sergt. 
Chas. O’Neal, 1“ Corp. 
Wiley J. Petway, 2"! Corp. 
Blake H. Wiggins, 3“ Corp. 
John Pittman, 4" Corp. 
Wm. F. Webb, Musician 
Bird C. Whitehead, Musician. 


Company C—Regiment 43 
James L.[S.] Woodard, Capt. 
Ruffin Barnes, Capt. 

Henry King, 1* Lieut. 

L. D. Killett, 1° Lieut. 
William T. Brewer, 2"? Lieut. 
Bennett Barnes, 2" Lieut. 
Hezekiah Brown, 2" Lieut. 
William L. Dew, 2™ Sergt. 
Thomas J. Rowe, 4" Sergt. 
John C. Mercer, 5" Sergt. 
John M. Darden, 1* Corporal 
Moses D. Dew, 2™ Corp. 
James L. Privett, 3"! Corp. 
Joseph J. Bridgers, 4" Corp. 


Company A—Regiment 55 
William J. Bullock, Capt. 
Benjamin F. Briggs, Capt. 
George W. Blount, 1* Lieut. 
Thomas J. Hadley, 1* Lieut. 
James H. Barnes, 2™ Lieut. 
Albert E. Upchurch, 2" Lieut. 
Thomas R. Bass, 2™ Lieut. 
John Hayles, 2™ Sergt. 

John W. Hunt, 4" Sergt. 
Francis M. May, 5™ Sergt. 
John T. Barnes, 1* Corp. 
Augustus Barnes, 2™ Corp. 
Robert M. Paterson 3“ Corp. 
Jos. J. Marshburn, 4" Corp. 


Company F—Regiment 61 
Andrew J. Moore, Capt. 
W. A. Darden, Capt. 





J. H. Exum, 1* Lieut. 
Andrew J. Darden, 1* Lieut. 
Jno. R. Belcher, 2" Lieut. 
Jesse D. Barnes, 2"™ Lieut. 
Alfred May, 1* Sergt. 
William Moore, 2" Sergt. 
Geo. R. Owens, 3” Sergt. 
B. M. Owens, 4" Sergt. 
H. L. Darden, 5" Sergt. 
W. D. Ruff, 1° Corp. 
Jno. R. Pruden, 2™ Corp. 
James A. Crawford, 3“ Corp. 
Wm. Murray, Musician. 
“The lack of space prohibits 
our giving the list of privates 
enrolled in the ten (10) fore- 
going Wilson County compa- 
nies.” 





WILSON COLORED 
MAN IN THE FIGHT 
The Wilson Times, April 
11, 1917 
Contributed by J. Robert 
Boykin 

We are informed by Rev. O. 
L. W. Smith that one of the 
soldiers with Pershings col- 
umn in Mexico sent to recon- 
noitre at Carizal was a negro 
from Wilson named Dalley 
Farrior a sergeant in Troop C 
cavalry which had a brush 
with the Mexicans in which 
several of the negroes were 
killed. Farrior is now in 
Washington city and holds a 
position in the war depart- 
ment. His mother is living in 
this city and is a dress maker. 

By the way Rev. Smith has 
a flag which he brought home 
from Liberia when he was a 
minister to that country from 
America The flag was used as 
the legation flag and is nine 
feet in length. 
[Editor’s note: Rev. Owen Lun 
West Smith is recognized with a 
N. C. highway historical marker 
on Pender Street in Wilson. See 
Oct. 2001 Trees. | 
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LINEAL DESCENDANTS OF CONFEDERATE SOLDIERS 


Contributed by Marion M 


Moore 
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Lineal Descendants, continued 
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WORLD WAR | MILITARY RECORDS 
DRAFT REGISTRATIONS AND DISCHARGE PAPERS 


The first World War I era draft for all men between the ages of 21 and 31 began 
on June 5, 1917. There were two subsequent drafts in 1918. Two basic draft forms 


were used. The information found on each is listed below: 


Type I 
Serial number and Order number 
Name 
Permanent home address 
Age in years 
Date of birth 
Race 


Citizenship, incl. Naturalized (self or 


father) or declaration of intent 
If not US citizen, citizen where? 
Occupation 
Employer’s name 
Place of employment or business 
Nearest relative, name and address 
Signature 
Height and build 
Color of eyes and hair 
Missing limb, eye, or other obvious 
physical disqualification 
Signature of registrar and date 


Type 2 

Full name 

Age in years 

Home address 

Date of birth 

US Citizen by birth or naturalization or 
alien. Declaration of intent? 

If not US citizen, citizen where? 

Place of birth 

Trade, occupation, or office 

Employer 

Place of employment 

Dependants 

Marital status 

Race 

Prior military service (branch, rank, 
duration, nation or state) 

Exemption claimed and grounds 

Signature 

Height and build 

Color of eyes and hair 

Missing limb, eye, or other obvious 
physical disqualification 

Signature of registrar and date 


Discharge notices in the 1910’s contained the reason for discharge, date and 
state of birth, age and occupation when enlisted, physical description when 
enlisted (color eyes and hair, height and complexion), date of date of discharge, 


and signature of commanding officer. 


The individual’s enlistment record is included and lists the person’s name, 


grade, enlistment or induction date and place, the enlistment period at date of dis- 


charge, prior service, rank, marksmanship, gunner qualification or rating, horse- 
manship, battles, engagements, skirmishes, expeditions, knowledge of any voca- 
tion, wounds received in service, physical condition when discharged, typhoid 

prophylaxis, marital status, character, remarks, signature of commanding officer. 


Queries 


Queries may be posted by WCGS members to the WCGS discussion group 


WilsonNC@yahoogroups.com 


If your are not a member of WCGS then send your query to 


Ancestor@wegs.org 


If your query is reasonable then it may be posted to the WilsonNC group as a 
courtesy. There is no charge for this service. 


Postal queries will be dealt with on an individual basis with no guarantee that any 


will be posted to the discussion group. We do not answer queries in Trees. 


Wilson County Public Library Genealogy Resources 

The library is just beginning a major addition and renovation. The staff has 
promised to do all they can to maintain access to the fine collection of local ge- 
nealogical resources but users should be prepared to make adjustments in their 
plans. Please ask at the second floor reference desk for information on where to 
find these resources. The library is open M-W 9-9, Thu-Sat 9-6, not on Sunday. 


HISTORIC WILSON IN VIN- 
TAGE POSTCARDS 


Readers of Trees are aware of J. 
Robert Boykin’s interest in Wilson 
County history and genealogy. The edi- 
tors welcome his contributions and feel 
that our readers benefit from them. 

He has published abstracts of Wilson 
County’s 1880 federal census, 1855- 
1899 marriage records, and wills. These 
books have been valuable aids to re- 
searchers of Wilson County families. 

This week a new book, Historic Wil- 
son in Vintage Postcards, compiled by 
him went on sale. Bobby began collect- 
ing Wilson related postcards in 1957 
and has now accumulated more than 
500. Initially he purchased the cards in 
dime stores. In the 1980’s, he began 
going to postcard shows, and once pur- 
chased one written by his grandfather. 
In the 1990’s, he began purchasing 
cards through the Internet, and pur- 
chased his rarest card through e-bay. 
One card was dropped in front of him 
by a dog. 

The book pictures nearly half of the 
collection, ones that represent a cross- 
section of Wilson, with a caption for 
each. Speaking of his book, Boykin 
says, “One can see a photographic his- 
tory of the city in postcards. It has lots 
of cards of buildings that are no longer 
here.” 

Persons interested in purchasing a 
copy ($19.99, plus tax if in N. C., and 
shipping) should contact Boykin at 
boykinappraisals@coastalnet.com . 


A DAY WITH HELEN LEARY 

The North Carolina Genealogical So- 
ciety and Old Dobbs Genealogical So- 
ciety will present a workshop on July 
19, 2003, with lecturer Helen F. M. 
Leary, co-editor and contributing author 
to North Carolina Research. 

Ms. Leary will present four lectures: 
e Avoiding Dead Ends, Part I—Birth, 
Death and Marriages 
e Avoiding Dead Ends, Part IlI— 
Identity and Relationships 
e Heirs, Heiresses, Landowners and 
Married Women 
e What to Do When You Can’t Find 
“The Record”: Going Beyond the Ba- 
SICS. 

Contact NCGS for further informa- 
tion and registration. 
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Trees of Wilson 


Family Chronicles of the 
Wilson County 
Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box 802 
Wilson, NC 27894 
252-243-1660 


WWW.WCgs.org 


Memorial Day 
Observance 


May 2003 





WCGS Publications: please call or write for a catalog with com- 
plete details, or view the list on our web site. 
Books 
___ They Moved Away - North Carolinians Who Went to 

Other States. $15.00 
____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1860. $30.00 
____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1870. $30.00 
____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume | 


$30.00 

____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume I 
$30.00 

____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume Ill 
$30.00 

Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume IV 
$30.00 














NON-PROFIT 
U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 
WILSON, NC 
PERMIT #8 


Address Service Requested 


Maps 

____ Wilson County Historical Map. $5.00 

___ Confederate Field Map #1. $5.00 

___ Confederate Field Map #2. $5.00 

____ Confederate Field Map #3. $5.00 

____ Confederate Field Map #4. $5.00 

____ Town of Wilson, Map 1872. $5.00 

___ Town of Wilson, Map 1882. $5.00 

Roy Taylor Books (discontinued) 

Miscellaneous 

___ Cemetery Finder (paper) donation $5.00 shipping included 

___ Wilson Co. Estates Inventory (paper) $5.00 shipping included 

____ 2003 WCGS Calendar $11 + .70 NC tax, shipping. 
included. Family heritage of Eastern Wilson Co. 


Payment and shipping: Shipping cost for each book is $3.00. Shipping cost for maps is $3.00 for 1-4 items. 
Add 6.5% sales tax for NC residents on merchandise total (not on shipping). 


Total of items ordered $ Shipping $ 





Sales Tax $ 
CO Check Enclosed O Bill my Credit Card #.(Visa or MasterCard) 


Total of Order$ 


(Signature for charges please) 

















Expires Authorized by: 

Ship to: 

Street 

City 

Telephone: E-Mail: 





L} Please enroll me as a member of WCGS. I enclose $20 for personal membership & subscription to Trees. Please allow 3-5 weeks 
for shipping on all orders. You may order books & membership through our website. http://www.wcegs.org. 
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TREES OF WILSON 


Wilson’s Family Heritage 


Chronicles of the 


Wilson County Genealogical Society 


June 2003 


Hello, 

It’s nearly summer 
again, and time to hit 
the road to do some 
more ancestor digging. No more ex- 
cuses about cold weather or icy roads. 
By this point you should have had the 
spring time for exploring old cemeter- 
ies before the snakes came out; now for 
the old records that are locked away in 
libraries and archives. 

Why not give yourself a treat and 
schedule a day to visit a nearby library? 
Our parent counties (Nash, Edgecombe, 
Wayne and Johnston) all have good 
collections of material. Edgecombe also 
has the world’s nicest Register of 
Deeds. Judy is always glad to have visi- 
tors, and their records are superb—all 
the original records right back to day 
one, and you are allowed to work di- 
rectly with them (they are all Jami- 
nated). If you have a brick wall for a 
Wilson family that was in Edgecombe 
prior to 1855, then head for Tarboro to 
see what you can find. I guarantee that 
an afternoon spent reading original old 
deeds will open more doors than you 
ever believed possible. You will find 
things that just don’t appear in pub- 
lished abstracts. Try it and see. 

You could make a visit to the Family 
History Society in Elizabeth City. They 
cover the original old counties of the 
Albemarle Precinct where it is all too 
easy to lose the trail for any family. 
They are open two afternoons a week 
(Tuesday and Saturday) and have a 
wonderful private library in a commer- 
cial office building. We have just added 
their journal to our exchange collection 
at the Wilson County Public Library. 
This is a good stop on the way to or 


President’s 
Message 


_ from Nags Head. It’s a shame that the 


old colonial village was burned by the 
British, but the old narrow streets still 


_Femain as a hint of the old days. 





Remember, we take a break in July so 
we'll see you again in the August issue 


of Trees of Wilson. 


Sue Powell 
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Annual Social, June 24 

Put away your best bib and tucker, 
don your most comfortable outfit, throw 
something good to eat on the stove, and 
come along to our annual rib-tickling, 
belly-laughing good time. 

Well, perhaps that’s a little strong for 
a description of the WCGS social, but 
we have a good time. Comfortable, re- 
laxed and unpretentious are better words 
if we add culinary satisfaction to the list. 
There is always something good to eat. 
Like any reunion there is always too 
much good food. 

This wondrous event will take place 
on Tuesday, June 24, at 6:30 PM, at the 
VFW on Ward Boulevard. This facility 
is in the same building as Bucks’ Sa- 
loon—just make sure that you get the 
correct door (it’s the one on the right 
hand end of the building). If you wander 
into the saloon by mistake then you are 
on your own! 

Grace Turner has agreed to be the 
hostess again, and thanks go to Larry for 
arranging the use of the facility. Grace’s 
daughter will help with the decorations, 
Bring a wrapped item to be contributed 
as a door prize. There will be entertain- 





| ment if you bring some along. All con- 


tributions welcomed! 
EES Se SS 
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| More on the Descendants 


of CSA Veterans 

The last issue of Trees (May 2003) 
included an article on this topic. The 
data was contributed to us by Marion 
“Monk” Moore who received it some 
years ago from a former member of the 
United Daughters of the Confederacy. 
The collection of papers was seemingly 
a project conducted by the UDC prior to 
1920 and kept by the former member. 

We got several questions about this 
information so asked Monk to let us 
look at the original documents. Upon 
examination, we saw that there is more 
data included than what we had pub- 
lished. We made copies of the sheets, 
alphabetized them, and realized that 
they were not all there. Monk’s search 
for the others has not located them. We 
still hope that they will be found. At this 
time, the series can not be published in 
its entirety. 

However, we are evaluating the best 
way to present the full data on each 
available sheet. The information is ob- 
viously valuable, so we want to be sure 
that readers have everything with which 
to work. The series will be continued in 
future issues of Trees. 

We hope to have the collection placed 
in the genealogy collection at the library 
sometime in the future. 


Wednesday Work Sessions 


Scheduled at WCPL 

To help with the further preparation 
of family histories for the upcoming 
book Founding Families of Wilson 
County, president Sue Powell has set up 
work sessions every Wednesday after- 
noon from 2:00 to 5:00 at the library. 

The list of families includes about 350 
surnames. Each family unit will be de- 
scribed. We would like to have their 
origin and arrival in Wilson County 
with summary information on the an- 
cestors. Please come along and help 
with this project. 
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Family Connections - Wi/son Daily Times 
The Hamlet of Stanton 


We first wrote on the Stanton family in November of 1998 and gave 
details of the arrival of the Stanton family into our local area in 1782. 
The family was known to have been in Northampton County, N.C. be- 
fore and in Virginia before that. Some records showed their ancestor as 
a Thomas Stanton. This does not now appear to be correct. 

We have located James Stanton, Jr, of Northampton County, NC as 
formerly a resident of Surrey County, V.A. The family had lived there 
since at least 1696 when James Stanton, Sr., purchased 150 acres of 
land for the price of 1,450 pounds of tobacco. This suggests that James, 
Sr., was already there and had perhaps reached the age of 21 when he 
could legally purchase and hold property. 

There were two other Stantons in Surrey County prior to that time. 
Nathan witnessed a deed in 1666, and Robert was the Clerk of the 
County Court in 1652. Whether these are ancestors of James, Sr., is not 
known, but there is no evidence of the immigration of a James Stanton 
into Virginia at any time prior to the revolution, nor is there any record 
of Nathan or Nathaniel. However, there were two Robert Stantons 
found, the most probable being one who arrived in 1641 and settled 
along the James River to the north of Jamestown (we don't know which 
side of the river). Surrey County is directly across the river from 
Jamestown. The Stantons were neighbors there to two families who 
later settled in the Wilson County area, the Newsomes and the Ruffins. 

In fairness, we should state that not all passenger records for arrivals 
into Virginia are available. In many cases there was never a list made 
by the captain of a given ship, and arrivals were not considered immi- 
grants as this was simply movement between two parts of the same 
country. The Royal Governor in Jamestown was required to keep a re- 
cord of land transfers to those who paid for the passage of newcomers 
(the indenture process by which the owner got 50 acres of land for such 
payment, and the services of the new arrival for a period of years). 
These records have been so thoroughly documented by the Virginia 
State Archives that we may have confidence in their reliability. 

Unfortunately, there are few records of any kind to point to the place 
of origin of a new arrival. Assuming that Robert Stanton might be the 
correct choice (and that is only an assumption), we can examine the 
parish records of England as documented by the LDS (another reliable 
source) to find one of the right age to fit the arrival date of 1641. We 
found Robert of Woburn, Bedfordshire, b. 1592; another Robert of 
Woburn b. 1601; and yet another Robert of Woburn b. 1628. The flaw 

with this method lies in the fact that the LDS have not yet been able to 
document all parish records in England. 


(Continued on page 63) 





Trees of Wilson June 2003 


































MAJOR BRUCE COTTON 
“Looking Backward,” July 29, 1954 
Hugh B. Johnston 

Probably not one person out of a thousand in Wilson 
County is aware that a very distinguished native of Wilson 
died within the past three or four months. I refer to Major 
Bruce Cotten who had resided for many years in Baltimore. 
His parents moved to Pitt County when he was a child, and 
he was reared on the estate still known as “Cottendale,” be- 
tween Greenville and Falkland. 

I am not too conversant with the details of his life, but be- 
lieve his military rank came from the period of the Spanish- 
American War. He was stationed by the Government in 
Paris at a later date and became acquainted with the beauti- 
ful and wealthy young widow whom he later married. She 
was of a distinguished Maryland family and was ranked 
among the twelve most beautiful women of contemporary 
Baltimore. They had no children and resided in a three- 
story brownstone mansion called “Cylburn” and surrounded 
by extensive grounds. After her death, Major Cotten gave it 
to the City of Baltimore, principally to eliminate the tremen- 
dous annual taxes and cost of upkeep. 

Major Cotten will be remembered principally for his large 
and immensely rare and valuable collection of North Caro- 
liniana (1. e., books and pamphlets pertaining to the Colony 
and State of North Carolina from its earliest settlement). 
The collection was “Housed on The Third Floor” (the name 
of a book that he published about it) at Cylburn, and was 
later moved to his new quarters in a large, quaint, renovated 
stable. None of his nieces or nephews appears to have had 
the instincts of a bibliophile, since by the terms of his will 
the University of North Carolina received the collection in- 
tact, although the Greenville Public Library (or is it called 
the Pitt County Public Library?) had long entertained the 
hope that they might serve as the repository of his distin- 
guished collection. 

Perhaps one of my readers can inform me of the exact lo- 
cation of the lot in Wilson on which Robert R. and Sally 
Southal! Cotten lived and where Major Cotten was born. I 
should be glad to get any other details of interest for a 
sketch of his life for my “History of Wilson County.” 

On July 1, 1877, Robert R. and Sally S. Cotten deeded to 
Henry G. Connor a lot of one acre on Nash Street in Wilson, 
adjoining the lots of O. W. Jones, James D. Barnes, W. H. 
Farmer, and others. Not having traced the title backward or 
forward, I do not know whether or not it was the lot on 
which the Cottens actually resided at that time. 


(Stanton, Continued from page 62) 

We described in the earlier article the process of tracing a 
family to its origin by the name of a village or hamlet from 
which the family possibly descended. There are several vil- 
lages throughout the mid section of England with Stanton as 
their name or part of their name. The name derives from the 
Saxon term for stony place (stane = stone, tun or ton = 
place) 

We visited the village of Stanton in Staffordshire in Febru- 
ary of this year after an arduous journey along a single-track 
dirt road. We found a tiny village with only a few houses, a 
church which had been built in the 1800s and one telephone. 
There are no parish records as there was no church there in 
the 1600s. Was this a possible home for Robert Stanton? We 
don't know, but it was an interesting venture. There is a 
view of the village sign on p.62. 

There were major population changes in England in about 
1350 (caused by the Black Death) and 1550 (dissolution of 
the monasteries by Henry VIII). We find a large population 
of Stantons some miles to the south of this village in Bed- 
fordshire dating from the mid 1500s, which include a num- 
ber of Robert Stantons. It might just be possible that one or 
more members of this family found a reason to remove 
themselves to Bedfordshire about 60 miles to the south. It 
will require some very detailed research to prove or dis- 
prove this theory. Of course one should not overlook the 
other nearby Stanton villages (Stanton in the Peak, Stanton 
in the Moor). Any one could be the possible point of origin 
for this notable Wilson County family. 






The tiny hamlet of Stanton has only a few houses, no pub, 
no shops and one public telephone. The nearest town, 
Ashbourne, Derbyshire (about 6 miles away) is a thriving 
community with everything one could need for a comfort- 
able country life. 









MARTHA ERIE HINES OBITUARY 

Hugh B. Johnston, “Looking Backward,” August 18, 1951 
“Died, in Wilson, on the 20th of May, 1876, Martha Erie, 

infant daughter of Capt. A. J. and Eliza A. Hines, aged four 

months and fifteen days.” 

[Editor’s Note: Amos Johnston Hines, age 45, merchant, 

lived on Tarboro Street in Wilson in 1880. Living with him 

were his wife, Eliza Ashe, age 33, and Ash J., age 3; and 

aa’ two house servants, Holland Hines, age 50, cook, and Julia 
ee ee bey amet Nathan Henig Wallan Bennett, age 16. All four of these family members are bur- 
pee borough, Sr. ied in Maplewood Cemetery in Wilson. ] 
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Text and photographs by 
Henry & Sue Powell 





NATHAN ALLEN APPRENTICESHIP 
Hugh B. Johnston, “Looking Backward,” August 21, 1951 
On February 24, 1773, the Edgecombe County Court ap- 
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THE HOMES OF BRUCE COTTEN 
Excerpts from As We Were by Bruce Cotten 

Near the close of the war, father came home for the pur- 
pose of securing a remount, as required under the system, 
and while on this leave, his mother told him that there was a 
very attractive young girl teaching school over at the home 
of his Uncle John Johnson, and added that she would make 
him a good wife. Her name was Sallie Swepson Sims South- 
all. 

The idea of seeing this girl who would make him a good 
wife evidently appealed to the young rifleman, for he 
mounted his horse and rode over to the plantation of his un- 
cle to reconnoiter the situation for himself. The girl of the 
four ‘“‘S’s” was just seventeen years of age at that time and 
stood before him gowned in yards and yards of gray Confed- 
erate homespun, so that you could not really be sure of any- 
thing about her except her hair and eyes. What happened 
then as for some time afterwards has never been told, though 
we children often importuned them. 

However | can picture the affair quite accurately. Father 
fell hard, there is no question of that, and lost no consider- 
able time in declaring himself; he was ever a man of action, 
painted a fine future and was ardent, sincere and gallant with 
it all. Poor little mother, how she must have been impressed 
with his fine bearing and the splendid shape of his head as 
well as his courage and confidence. She was so young, al- 
most alone in the world which seemed crumbling about her 
as the war continued, and here stood her knight, strong, con- 
fident and true. 

This leave drew to a close and she consented to corre- 
spond—a concession almost equivalent to surrender in those 
days. Father went back to his regiment, and mother, having 
finished her engagement at Mr. Johnson’s accepted a posi- 
tion in the household of General Rufus Barringer, at Con- 
COL eee 

They decided very shortly to get married as soon as father 
could “get on his feet”. It is not plain how much “on his feet 
he must first get; however, they could decide that later. Fa- 
ther decided to become a merchant in Tarboro, having first 
considered Scotland Neck. He had no money, none at all, but 
shortly secured enough to go up to Baltimore and thence on 
to New York. 

It was only a few months after the surrender of General 
Lee and, if I remember aright, he wore his Confederate uni- 
form on this trip. He presented himself to his old friends, the 
Bruces, at 44 Pine Street, and this was the only time in all his 
long life that I ever heard of father flinching or hesitating in 
anything that he had made up his mind to do. He told me that 
he walked by the place several times before entering. 

When he did enter, Mr. John Bruce came forward and 
greeted him warmly and with marked kindness. "Well, 
Bob, the war is over, how are you all getting along down 
there?" Father explained the situation, not dwelling I 
imagine, on the darker side. Mr. Bruce inquired after 
many old friends and customers and the conversation 
continued at length without father being able to open 
the subject that he had come on purpose to do. Finally 
Mr. Bruce said abruptly: "Bob, you want to borrow 
some money. How much is it?" Father, relieved, then 


explained his situation and plans, and ended by saying 
that he needed about $40,000.00 to be used over a pe- 
riod of a year or two. Mr. Bruce said: "You can have it." 
Thus it was, without further ado, that this young rebel 
still in uniform, arranged a credit of $40,000.00 without 
even so much as giving a note. 

In this way was recommenced a business association 
and personal friendship, of great intimacy, that contin- 
ued without the slightest interruption until the last of 
the Bruces died in 1908. With this credit father estab- 
lished a mercantile business in Tarboro, on the lot now 
occupied by the rear of the Hotel Farror, and in a few 
months had the audacity to consider himself "on his 
feet", figuratively speaking, and befit to betake unto 
himself a bride. 

Sallie Swepson Sims Southall was a daughter of Thomas 
James Southall, of Amelia County, Virginia. This South- 
all family is descended from Dacy Southall, who settled 
in Henrico County, Virginia, in 1720, married Martha 
Vanderwall and died in 1762. ...James Southall was our 
grandfather and married Susanna Swepson Sims, a 
daughter of Dr. Richard Sims, Ist, oof Brunswick 
County, Virginia, and wife, Rebecca Dromgoole. 

Our grandfather Southall was rather a helpless man and 
unsuccessful in all he undertook. Though upright and 
much beloved, he quickly lost the small fortune that 
came to his wife, and as his family grew, our mother, be- 
ing the youngest child, was taken into the household of 
her father’s cousin, John W. Southall, at Murfreesboro, 
and raised there as a member of his family, ... 

They [Robert Randolph Cotton and Sallie Southall] 
were married on the 14th of March, 1866, at the resi- 
dence of Mr. John W. Southall at Murfreesboro, N. C. ... 

Father had bought a comfortable little house located on 
the Commons in Tarboro, and there he took his bride, 
after a trip to Baltimore and a stay at the Old Barnum 
Hotel. An attractive little poem dedicated to Mr. R. R. 
Cotton and bride, appeared in the Tarboro Southerner 
and they were welcomed by a number of friends. 

Mother was exceedingly popular from the first. She 
played and sang exceptionally well, was winsome and 
attractive in conversation, so that their home at once be- 
came a rendezvous for those informal gatherings of 
young people so much in vogue at that time in the south. 
Tarboro is an old town, with its families’ traditions and 
well established social set. Indeed, its atmosphere in this 
respect was unsurpassed by any town of similar size in 
the State, and it was in other respects a pleasant place to 
live. Our Sister Agnes was born in this little house on the 
Commons. 

Father in the meantime had established a branch business 
in Wilson and had purchased two plantations on credit, lo- 
cated along Tar River in the adjoining county of Pitt. One 
he purchased from a Mr. Evans and the other from the 
Foreman family. These places, almost adjoining, were 
mostly woodland at the time, but having placed some negro 
farmers there, the price of cotton was so good that father's 
share of the proceeds alone practically paid for the places 


(Continued on page 65) 


re ree ee hk ee 


Page 64 


Trees of Wilson 


June 2003 


| 





(Cotien Homes, continued from page 64) 
the first year. 

This so encouraged him that he permitted the really great 
ambition and desire of his life to exert itself—that is, to be- 
come a planter. This was the one highly respectable calling 
in the South, it had always been so, he had been raised on 
this idea and had imbibed it deeply into his soul. So he 
closed his business in Tarboro and placed his business at 
Wilson in the hands of a junior partner and moved himself, 
wife and child to the plantation. He invited mother to name 
these places and she christened one Cottendale and the 
other Southwood, not Southall as father suggested, for she 
had with her a strong feeling that Southall was an unfortu- 
nate name. Southwood had been known for a generation as 
Eggville and was a favorite spot for cock-fighting. Port 
Crayon's drawing of a cock-fight, made near Greenville in 
1857, is thought to have been made there. These two plan- 
tations were destined to be father's greatest joy, his pride 
and care for life. 

The location was as rural and rustic as could well be 
imagined; no conveniences, no neighbors, and a mail once 
a week. Nothing whatever seems to have been thought of 
the hardships of burying a young girl of twenty in this soli- 
tude; indeed, mother has said herself that she thought 
nothing whatever of it, she had her child, her books, and 
her duty with her husband, though it was eighteen 
months before anyone called upon her. 

Here, my eldest brother, Robert Randolph, was born, 
at Southwood. The places did splendidly and were 
much improved, cleared and built up. The business at 
Wilson, however, was not doing so well, so after two 
years father felt it encumbent upon him to move to 
Wilson and take charge of the business himself. This he 
did in 1869. 

In Wilson, father did an exceedingly good business and 
did very well considering the dreadfully disturbed condi- 
tions that existed everywhere in our Southland at that 
time. He bought a two-story frame dwelling located on 
Nash Street, next to where the Briggs Hotel [see below] is 
now located, and here I was born and christened Bruce 
in honor of the New York house that had so befriended 
my father immediately after the war. This house, in 
which | was born, was built by Dr. Alexander Spots- 
wood Cotten, a distant cousin of my father's, who, after 
graduating at the University of Pennsylvania, married 
Miss Sarah Vick of Nash County in 1854, and located 
in the town of Wilson for the practice of medicine. I 
think he was the first graduate physician to so locate in 
the town and after his death his widow married Dr. N. B. 
Herrin [see below]. 

The house is still standing, though moved to a side street 
in the same block. I especially state this in case some 
of our ladies should, some day, become tablet minded. 


My brother Lyman Atkinson Cotten, and my sister, 
_ Sallie Dromgoole Cotten, were also born in Wilson, as 
_ Well as two children who died very young. Wilson was 


| then, and is today, a pleasant place, has grown very 
_ much, and both father and mother always looked back 


| 
/ 


with pleasure upon their ten years' residence on Nash 


Street, and valued through life the many friends they had 
there. 

Father had established a branch business at the village 
of Falkland in Pitt County near his farm, and in 1878 de- 
cided to remove to Falkland, the business at Wilson not 
doing so well and he still hearing the call of the planta- 
tion. I was five years of age at the time we made this move 
and remember well, how mother looked, but father made 
no impression upon me at that age, and existed not at all 
so far as my memory goes. 

We remained one year at Falkland, during which time 
my brother, Preston Sims, was born, and I started to 
school with my elder brother and sister, under a govern- 
ess. We then moved to Cottendale, which was destined to 
be our home for the remaining forty-eight years of father's 
life. 

The village of Falkland is very near Cottendale and for 
many years was our postoffice. I have seen it stated, that it 
was named for Lord Falkland, but this I am sure is an er- 
ror. I find that a man named George Falkner, of that 
neighborhood, secured license to conduct an Ordinary 
shortly after the Revolutionary War, and from an old diary | 
find it referred to as Falkner House. The place was un- 
doubtedy known as Falkner House until 1837, when it be- 
came a postoffice. As a postoffice the spelling was changed to 
Falkland. 

The house we lived in while there, is still standing. It 
was built by James Lang Cobb, who having married Fanny 
May Williams, secured a good estate adjoining. Their 
daughter married the Rev. Nedham Bryan Cobb and was 
the mother of the late Professor and highly regarded Col- 
lier Cobb of the University of North Carolina. 


[Editor’s notes: Hugh Johnston stated that the home was 
next to the Cherry Hotel. See his article on page 63. 

A. S. Cotton married Sarah F. Vick in Nash County 
on November 28, 1854. A. S. Cotton, age 20, a stu- 
dent, was living in Edgecombe County in 1850 in the 
household of John R. Mercer, a physician. John R. 
Mercer married Susan M. Vick in Nash County on No- 
vember 9, 1849. Sarah F., age 11, was listed in the 
1850 Nash County Census in the household of Mrs. 
M. Vick, age 50, along with Josiah J. Vick, age 14. In 
1860, A. S., age 28, physician, and S. F., age 21, Cot- 
ton were living in the Town of Wilson with two chil- 
dren, Susan, age 5, and Margaret, age 2. Sarah F. Cot- 
ton married Needham B. Herring in Nash County on 
March 12, 1862. Sallie F. Herring died December 11, 
1892, at the age of 54. She is buried in Maplewood 
Cemetery in Wilson next to the grave of Dr. N. B. 
Herring. 

Dr. N. B. Herrin was Needham Bryan Herring, who was 
born April 1839, near Calypso in Duplin County, North Caro- 
lina, graduated in 1861 from Bellevue Medical College in 
New York City (a predecessor of today's New York University 
School of Medicine) and married Sallie Vick Cotton, the 
young widow of Dr. Cotton. He served for a time in the Con- 


federate Army, working at one time in the temporary hospital 
(Continued on page 66) 
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(Cotten Homes, continued from page 65) 

in Wilson. After the work he practiced first in Stanhope in 
Nash County and then for a short while, in Toisnot (now Elm 
City) before moving to Wilson and raising seven children in 
a home just east of the railraod and north of Herring Avenue. 
The Wilson County 1880 Census lists the family living in Tois- 
not Township. The family included N. B., age 41, practicing 
physician, his wife, Sallie F, age 41; Doane, age 16, a drug 
clerk; Willie, age 13; Lucy, age 11; Robert, age 9; Sallie, age 5; 
and Benj., age 3. Another daughter, Julia was born November 
1882. Sallie Vick Herring died in 1892 and later Dr. Herring 
married Alice Harvey. 

His oldest son, Doane, who, as a boy, drove the family cow 
on foot on the move from Elm City to Wilson and broke his toe 
kicking her to speed the trip, became a pharmacist and es- 
tablished Herring's Drug Store at its present location, 211 E. 
Nash Street while his father practiced next door at 213. 
Above the drug store near the turn of the century were a dance 
hall and a pool hall, a center of the social life of the com- 
munity. Doane married Maggie Bridgman of Washington, N. 
C. He served as mayor of Wilson, as Chairman of the Board 
of County Commissioners, and for many years as Chairman of 
the Board of Education. His son, Needham later ran the drug 
store. Lucy Herring married Dr. John Stevens and moved to 
Clinton. William Herring, also a pharmacist, remained single 
and joined his brother in the drug store. Robert married and moved 
to Rocky Mount. Sallie married William Gray Carr. 

Benjamin Simms Herring, born in 1877, graduated from the 
University of Michigan School of Medicine, with no visit home 
during his years in attendance there. He returned to Wilson to 
practice, joming Dr. C. E. Moore to build the Moore-Herring 
Hospital in 1913. He married Mamie Lynnwood Tilghman and 
had four children: Ben, Jr. who died ininfancy, Sarah (Willis), 
Mary Frances "Frankie" (Anderson) and Theodore Tilghman 
who graduated from Johns Hopkins University School of 
Medicine and practiced medicine in the Wilson Clinic from 1941 to 
1985. 

Dr. Needham Herring's youngest child, Julia, married 
Robert Barnes of Wilson and had a daughter Mathilda 
(Woodard). 

Dr. N. B. Herring died May 27, 1923, at the age of 84, and 
is buried in Maplewood Cemetery in Wilson. Alice Harvey 
Herring is also buried in Maplewood. According to her grave 
marker she was born May 11, 1858, died July 26, 1914, and 
she was the daughter of Dr. John Harvey of Greene County, 
IN 
History of Wilson County, North Carolina, 1850, Edgecombe 
County Census, 1850 Nash County Census, Nash County, 
North Carolina, Marriaage Records, 1783-1868, Wilson 
County 1860, 1880, Wilson County Cemeteries IV] 


DELILAH CALHOUN 
Hugh B. Johnston files 

Delilah Calhoun, daughter of Etheldred Calhoun and wife 
Feriby [sic.], was born on February 7, 1797, was baptized on 
November 14, 1852, and died on February 26, 1862. She 
married, on June 18, 1813, Moses Spicer who was born on 
March 6, 1778, and died on January 28, 1838. 


ROBERT DIGGES WIMBERLY CONNOR 
“Looking Backward,” December 20, 1951 
Hugh B. Johnston 

R. D. W. Connor 

Robert Digges Wimberly Connor, son of Judge Henry 
Groves Connor and wife Kate Whitfield, was born in Wilson 
on September 26, 1878. Graduating from the University of 
North Carolina in 1899 with the degree of Bachelor of Arts, 
he taught and was Principal in the Public Schools for several 
years. In 1903 he took a leading part in organizing the North 
Carolina Historical Commission, serving as a Member until 
1907 and as its Secretary until 1921, when he became a 
Kenan Professor of History and Government at the Univer- 
sity of North Carolina. He became Chairman of the History 
Department in 1930. In 1934 President Franklin D. Roose- 
velt appointed him Archivist of the United States. 

In 1941 Mr. Connor returned to the University as a Burton 
Craige Professor of Jurisprudence and History, a post that he 
held until his retirement at the end of 1949. From 1942 until 
his death he was Chairman of the Executive Board of the 
North Carolina State Department of Archives and History 
(formerly the Historical Commission). He died in Durham on 
February 25, 1950. He had published many books and arti- 
cles on the history of North Carolina and left an unfinished 
History of the University of North Carolina. His best known 
work was North Carolina: Rebuilding an Ancient Common- 
wealth, 1929. 

[Editor’s note: The 1900 Wilson County census lists the 
Connor family living in Wilson Township, household num- 
ber 343. The members of the household included Henry Con- 
nor, born July 1852, a lawyer; Catherine, his wife of 28 
years, born July 1853; Groves, born July 1876, a lawyer; 
Robt. D. W., born September 1878; Kate B., born February 
1881; David M. Connor, born February 1884, a student; 
Margret, born May 1887; Fred W., born March 1889; Lewis 
M., born June 1891; and daughter Mary G. Macnair, born 
August 1974; and her two children Cathrine, born August 
1896; and Harva C. Macnair, born February 1898. Mary 
Groves Connor married Harvey C. MacNair January 2, 1895, 
at St. Timothy’s Church in Wilson. Harvey Church MacNair, 
born October 17, 1870, died April 29, 1898, is buried in Ma- 
plewood Cemetery in Wilson. Mary Groves Connor 
MacNair, born August 10, 1874, died October 25, 1959, is 
also buried there. ] 


“UNCLE” WADE BARNES 
The Wilson Times, July 2, 1917 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 

“Uncle” Wade Barnes, one of Wilson county’s oldest col- 
ored residents, paid us a visit today. He is now in his 72d 
year and was borne in Wilson county, where he has spent 
most of his life. He is in good health and able to work on his 
farm every day. He says he can well remember when Wilson 
did not have a court house or jail. Uncle Wade also remem- 
bers the civil war. He was then owned by Mr. Larry Farmer 
and went with him to war and helped throw up breast works 
for the soldiers to fight behind. 
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Research in Bumed Counties 

By Debra A. Blake, Project Archivist 

North Carolina State Archives 

Printed by permission from WCGS UPDATES, newsletter of 
Wake County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

At some point in our genealogical careers we run full tilt into a 
burned county. After the keening-and-wailing phase passes most 
researchers can move on to the I-can-overcome-this phase. And to 
some extent we can overcome many of the problems inherent in 
this perennial roadblock. Burned (or otherwise damaged) court- 
houses are a genealogical fact of life and, like any other genealogi- 
cal fact of life, researchers have developed ways to deal with it. 

One bit of advice for attacking the problem is to use all of the re- 
cords (no matter how unhelpful they may seem) that do exist for the 
particular county. Many researchers have reported amazing results 
about their successful use of extant records and have written articles 
about their successes. Their techniques may be just the thing to get 
you through what appears to be an unsolvable problem. To learn 
from these experts, check back issues of such journals as that of the 
National Genealogical Society. 

When using the records that do exist for a bumed county, be sure 
to glean everything out of each document. Do not just gloss over it. 
Read carefully what the document says. Learn about the document 
type—what its use was, what its various sections mean. Helen 
Leary's North Carolina Research is an excellent place to learn 
about document types and their uses. Additionally, try to pinpoint 
where in the county the family lived. Could they actually be in a 
child or parent county of the bumed one? If they are on the border 
between two counties could they have created records in the adja- 
cent county? 

Besides using all available documents for the county another tech- 
nique is to engage in "cluster" research. "Cluster" research in- 
volves researching, not only the family in which you are interested, 
but also the families surrounding them or associated with them. 
Where you may not find records relating to your specific ancestor 
you may find records relating to his siblings or neighbors that men- 
tion your ancestor. 

Another technique is to think outside the box (or in this case, 
outside the county records). At various times in our state's his- 
tory, certain types of documents were created by a particular 
state agency rather than the county. A case in point is the Dis- 
trict Superior Court Records. Because these records were main- 
tained by a state agency, they escaped the conflagration (or other 
disaster) that took the county records. The card files in the 
Search Room will indicate what time periods are covered by 
records of this type and what is available for a given county. 

An additional example is tax records. Many tax lists exist for 
the General Assembly, Secretary of State and Treasurer and 
Comptroller. Again, the cards for the particular county will in- 
dicate these records. Of truly superior use to genealogical re- 
searchers are the and grants made by the proprietors, the crown, 
or the state. The information found in these records is often un- 
surpassed for giving location of property, neighbors and, some- 


_ times, family information. 


Federal records are another source for information. Nobody 
_ can doubt the tremendous amount of information found in the 
_ federal census. No researcher should treat this source with 
_ Mere cursory inspection. Each census should be studied in 
depth in order to glean every ounce of information out of it. 
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Keep in mind that the federal government was not exempt from 
fire and the 1890 census was almost completely destroyed. 
Other federal records can be helpful as well. Service and pen- 
sion records for soldiers often contain a wealth of information as 
do records of various Native American tribes, Loyalists, and the 
list could go on and on. 

Private sources will also provide information for the re- 
searcher of a burned county. Newspapers, Bible records, family 
photographs and church records may contain information help- 
ful to a search. While the North Carolina State Archives does 
not have exhaustive collections of any of the above there are 
some of each type available. Another source for private records 
are local history rooms of public libraries, as well as university 
libraries. Often people will give collections of family papers to 
such organizations. 

If you have questions about particular counties and whether or 
not their courthouse burned see the map on the next page. For 
more in-depth information about record loss, see the Guide to 
Research Materials in the North Carolina State Archives: 
County Records published by the Division of Archives and His- 
tory and available through Publications or in the Search Room. 
At the beginning of each county chapter is an explanation of 
what is known about any record loss occurring in that county. 

Burned counties are a formidable problem for researchers but 
they should not be seen as completely unsolvable problems. 
With extra effort and perseverance a researcher can often break 
through the not-so-solid wall of a burned (or otherwise devas- 
tated) courthouse. 


[Editor’s note: The researcher’s object is to try to figure out 
what records were not in the courthouse when it burned. 
Know the county history. When was it formed and what was 
its parent county? Were any other counties formed from it? 
Could there be records in another county? Could there be 
records that were kept outside the courthouse? In rare occa- 
sions land deeds were registered long after the transaction. 

Examine records of organizations—civic or volunteer—to 
which your ancestor might have belonged. City, business 
and professional directories might provide information. Mu- 
nicipal records might be helpful. 

Elsewhere in this issue of 7rees is reference to a private 
collection of North Carolina materials which was donated to 
a university library. Several major libraries in North Carolina 
have been recipients of private collections. Among them, 
Perkins Library at Duke University, Davis Library and Wil- 
son Library at the University of North Carolina, and Joyner 
Library at East Carolina University have collections which 
would be of value for genealogical researchers. Joyner Li- 
brary has aimed to focus on the section of the state east of 
highway I-95. Readers of Trees are familiar with the Hugh B. 
Johnston records, some of which have been donated to N. C. 
Archives, UNC Library, and Wilson County Public Library. 

While this article is focused on strategies to use when 
searching in a burned county, all of the suggestions offered 
should be used in our research anyway even if we are work- 
ing in a county that has had no loss of records. If our research 
aim is to know as much as possible about our ancestors, we 
also need to know the history and community of the area 
where they lived. ] 
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THE BURNED COUNTIES Gaston (1846): 1874 Courthouse fire 

The “burned counties” are listed below with the dates they Greene (1799): 1876 Courthouse fire 
were established followed by the date(s) of destruction. Some Guilford (1771): 1872 Courthouse fire 
counties suffered only minor losses. There are other counties not Harnett (1855): 1892 & 1894 fires 
in this list with known losses and unknown causes. For example Hertford (1759): 1830 & 1862 fires 
Currituck Courthouse has had no known fires, but the early re- Iredell (1788): 1854 Courthouse fire 
cords are missing. Jones (1779): 1862 Courthouse fire 

Lenoir (1791): 1878 & 1880 fires 
Alexander (1847): 1865 Federal troops burned court records = Martin (1774): 1884 Courthouse fire 
Alleghany (1859): 1932 Courthouse fire 
Anson (1750): 1868 Courthouse fire Mitchell (1861): 1907 Courthouse move; some record 
Ashe (1799): 1865 Courthouse fire losses 
Bladen (1734): 1800 & 1893 Courthouse fires Montgomery (1779): 1835 Courthouse fire 
Brunswick (1764): 1865 Federal troops burned courtrecords | Moore (1784): 1889 Courthouse fire 
Buncombe (1791): 1830 & 1865 Courthouse fires Onslow (1734): 1752 & 1786 Storms 
Burke (1777): 1865 Federal troops burned court records Pitt (1760): 1857 Courthouse fire 
Cabarrus (1792): 1876 Courthouse fire Rowan (1753): 1865 Federal troops destroyed some 
Camden (1777): Record loss due to storage room fire records 
Caswell (1777): Record losses during Reconstruction Rutherford (1779): 1907 Courthouse fire 
Cherokee (1839): 1865, 1895 & 1926 Courthouse fires Sampson (1784): 1865 & 1921 losses 
Chowan (1670): 1848 Record losses Swain (1871): 1879 Courthouse fire 
Clay (1870): 1870 Fire Wake (1771): 1832 Register's office fire 
Davidson —_—(1822): 1866 Courthouse fire Washington (1799): 1862, 1869 & 1881 losses 
Dobbs (1758): 1880 Lenoir Co. courthouse fire destroyed — Watauga (1949): 1873 Courthouse fire 
land records 





North Carolina 





[Editor’s Note: Wilson County is marked as a county with a loss due to other reasons. A phone call to the Clerk of Court 
and the Register of Deeds offices obtained information about missing records. The Clerk of Courts Civil Division has de- 
stroyed some of the records prior to 1992; however, those have been microfilmed. The Register of Deeds does not have a 
complete file of the marriage certificates. For the period 1855-1870 there are only a handful on file. For the period 1870- 

| 880, there are no certificates at all. The Index of Marriage Records contains all the information that is known for the miss- 
ing documents, 
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BUNCH CEMETERY 
Located by Judy O’Neal 
Surveyed by Carol Forbes, Judy 
O’Neal, Joel O’Neal, and Sue Powell 

This abandoned overgrown cemetery 
measures about 200’ by 120’ and has 
approximately fifty graves. It is ina 
wooded area on private land about half 
a mile off Jaycross Road just inside the 
Wilson County line and is not visible 
from the road. Of the thirteen readable 
markers, four are military markers, 
three are funeral home markers, and 
one was homemade. Many of the 


Rev Mack Bunch 
Died Jan 6, 1914 
Age 67 yrs. 

He followed virtue 
As his truest guide 
Lived as a Christian 
As a Christian Died. 


Mattie H. Bunch 

Jan 15, 1968 

Age 66 yrs. m___ days 

Darden Memorial Funeral Home 
Wilson North Carolina 


Mrs. Hannah 
Smith, Born. April 
2, 1874 

Died. Feb. 10 1946 
Sleep On 


Laura Vick 
Ochiai 901 

Aug 31, 1934 
Sleeping in peace. 


John Whitley 
Born Dec. 29, 1882. 
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graves have caved in. 


M Jake Coley 
March 19 | North Carolina 
Age 36 yrs PVT. 


Edwards Funeral Home 


Mrs. Nellie __ ell 

Died January _ 196? Clara Davis 

Age 60 [?] Wife of 
Richard Davis 
1880-1939 


George Best 
North Carolina 


PFC 610 Base Unit AAF Gone, But Not 


333 Serv. BN. QMC 
September 14, 1935 


Her trust was in God 


Died Feb, 24, 1922: 
Not lost, Blest Thought 
But gone before 

Where we shall meet 
To part no more 


John Wilson 
North Carolina 
Pvt 371 Infantry 
93 Division 
World War I 
November 5 1889 
May 13 1950 


World War II Forgotten. 
Caroline Ben Green 
Bunch North Carolina 
Died Pvt 323 Labor BN QMC 
Apr. 12, 1925 World War I 
Jan 12 1893 


Age 67 years 
Gone, but not forgotten. 


DR. ALEXANDER SPOTSWOOD COTTON 
“Looking Backward,” December 22, 1951 
Hugh B. Johnston 

Alexander Spotswood Cotten, son of Alexander S. Cotten 
I] and wife Martha Wilkins, was born on Town Creek two 
miles above Old Sparta in Edgecombe County on May 12, 
1830. He graduated in Medicine from the University of 
Pennsylvania in 1853 and began his practice in the infant 
Town of Wilson. James Lawrence Cotten was here on May 
1, 1853, and wrote in his Journal: “He is practicing physic 
here. He has a good office and takes his meals in bachelor 
style with a Mr. Myers. Alex shows impregnance to relig- 
ion.” He wrote again on November 28, 1854: “Tonight 
Brother Alex is married to Miss Sarah Vick, daughter of 
Josiah Vick, deceased, late of Nash County. He is married by 
Rev. Mark Bennett. None of us go to the wedding, or mar- 
riage rather, for I understand they have no wedding. She is 
only about 16 years of age. She inherits a good estate. She is 


Dec3 11951 


_ asister of Dr. J. R. Mercer’s wife.” 


In the Census of 1860 the worth of Dr. Cotten was esti- 


_ mated at $57,600.00. Sally Frances Vick was born on Sep- 
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tember 22, 1838, and died on December I 1, 1892. Their 
daughter Susan was born in 1855 and married Jesse Battle of 
Nash County, by whom she had Alexander Spotswood Battle 
and perhaps other children. Margaret Elizabeth was born in 
1858 and lived near Whitakers. Dr. Cotten died just before 
the beginning of the War between the States, and his sister, 
Mrs. Belcher, reared the two children after his widow mar- 
ried Dr. Needham Bryan Herring (April 2, 1839-May 27, 
1923), son of Bryant Whitfield Herring and wife Penelope 
Simms. The Herring connections are well known in Wilson. 
[Editor’s note: James Lawrence Cotten was the brother of A. 
S. Cotten. He was born June |, 1817. He attended Mr. Bab- 
bett’s School at Louisburg, then studied medicine under Dr. 
Josiah Lawrence at Tarboro. He returned to Louisburg and 
began the study of Law under William Horne Battle. How- 
ever, he abandoned the Law in 1843 and went to Alabama to 
teach school. In the following year he entered the Methodist 
ministry. The Rev. Cotton traveled and preached extensively 
between Alabama and North Carolina and kept a detailed 
Journal of his labors. Only the volumes from May 24, 1848, 
to December 8, 1854, seem to have survived the years. He 
died in the 1870’s. Source: Hugh B. Johnston Records] 
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JAMES H. FULGHUM OBITUARY 
The Wilson Times, July 20, 1914 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 
Mr. James H. Fulghum 
Mr. James H. Fulghum of the Rock Ridge section of Wil- 
son County died Saturday night about nine o’clock at the old 


Fulghum home place. While he was seventy-six years old and 


somewhat feeble from a heart trouble that had troubled him 
for several weeks past, he was feeling about as usual when he 
retired early Saturday night and passed away a few minutes 
later. 

He was the last of several brothers and is survived by his 
wife and two sons, Messrs R. T. Fulghum on Kenly and 
Braxton Fulghum, also one sister, Mrs. Piety Flowers of Nash 
county and a whole host of grand children, cousins, nephews 
and neices. He was an uncle of townsmen Messrs. R. H. Ful- 
ghum, T. A. Fulghum, E. C. Fulghum and G. T. Fulghum. 

The funeral services were conducted by his pastor, Rev. J. 
M. Benson of the Methodist church, at his late residence and 
was one of the largest attended funerals ever held in this sec- 
tion.! Mr. Fulghum was a Confederate veteran and always 
attended the reunions at Wilson on May 19" of each year. 


He had always led a model Christian life and was one of the 


most respected citizens of his neighborhood. 
{Editor’s note: Wilson County, North Carolina, 1880 Census, 
J. Robert Boykin, records the Fulghum family in Oldfields 
Township headed by James Fulghum, farmer, age 41. Living 
with him were his wife Lenora, age 32; sons Alfred, age 9, 
and |. Braxton, age 6; and daughters Sarah, age 11, Elizabeth, 
age 8, and Jane, age 3. Wilson County, North Carolina, 1900 
Census, Joan L. Howell and Janice C. Sharpe, records James 
H. Fulghum, born Nov. 1838, a farmer, living in Old Fields 
Township with his wife of 35 years, Lenora Fulghum, born 
Dec. 1847. Living with them were their sons Alfred, born 
Feb. 1870; James B., born August 1875; and Raiford T. born 
Feb. 1881. Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries—Vol. 
I, Joan L. Howell, records James Henry Fulghum, born Nov. 
25, 1838, died July 18, 1914, buried in the Raiford Fulghum 
Cemetery located at the NW corner of the intersection of 
Rock Ridge School Road and Fulghum Road. Also buried 
there is Lenora Boykin Fulghum, born Dec. 16, 1847, died 
Jan. 25, 1940.] 
A HISTORIC SITE 
Hugh Johnston Files 

The Ricks Gulf Service Station beside the Cherry Hotel 
does not look like a historic spot, but it is because two distin- 
guished persons were born there. My column of July 29, 
1954, gave a sketch of the life and services of Major Bruce 
Cotton who was born there not long before his father moved 
to “Cottendale” in Pitt County. Colonel Robert R. Cotton sold 
this property to Judge Henry Groves Connor in 1877, and Dr. 
Robert Digges Wimberly Connor was born in the same house 
on September 26, 1878. Dr. Connor was sketched in my col- 
umn of December 20, 1951. It may be remembered that in 
1934 he was appointed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt to 
serve as the first National Archivist of the United States of 
America. 


The owner after Judge Connor was Ashley Young, father of 


































DEATH OF JANE FULGHUM 
The Wilson Times, August 4, 1899 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 
A HORRIBLE ACCIDENT. 
A Falling Tree Kills a Young Lady, and Terribly Injures 
Her Escort. 

Last Thursday afternoon in Old Fields township, of this 
county, there occurred an accident which for peculiar horrible 
details, we have never heard an equal. Mr. Fab Lewis, of 
Nash county, a young man, had taken Miss Jane Fulghum, a 
young lady of 20 years of age, to a picnic at Lee’s Chapel. 

They were on their way home, and were almost at Miss 
Fulghum’s home, when the terrible accident occurred. 

Mr. Matthew Parker had been cutting on a tall pine, intend- 
ing to throw it from the road, of course; but seeing that it was 
going to fall across the road, he jumped out to warn any one 
passing. 

The tree was falling in the direction in which Mr. Lewis 
was driving, but he attempted to pass it and get out of danger 
on the other side. He got just far enough to have the horse, 
buggy and occupants caught directly under the fallen tree. 

The horse was instantly killed and the buggy smashed. A 
heavy limb struck across both Miss Fulghum’s and Mr. 
Lewis’ legs, breaking both of each person’s. 

Mr. Parker called for help, and the stricken sufferers were 
taken to the home of Miss Fulghum. 

Drs. Moore and Anderson, of this city, were summoned, 
and did all possible to alleviate the pains and sufferings of 
both. 

On Saturday afternoon Miss Fulghum, after heroically en- 
during her pain for forty-two hours, died. 

Mr. Lewis on Saturday was taken to his home in Nash 
county. He is getting along very well. 

Miss Jane Fulghum was a daughter of Mr. James Fulghum, 
and a neice {sic.] of Mrs. Pattie Fulghum, of this city. 

The sympathy of the 7imes is extended to the stricken rela- 
tives of the deceased lady. 

[Editor’s note: Wilson County, North Carolina, 1880 Census, J. 
Robert Boykin, records the Fulghum family in Oldfields Township 
headed by James Fulghum, farmer, age 41. Living with him were his 
wife Lenora, age 32; sons Alfred, age 9, and J. Braxton, age 6; and 
daughters Sarah, age 11, Elizabeth, age 8, and Jane, age 3. Wilson 
County, North Carolina, Cemeteries—Vol. II, Joan L. Howell, re- 
cords Janie Fulghum, born Dec. 20, 1877, died July 29, 1899, 
daughter of J. H. and Lenora Fulghum, buried in the Raiford Ful- 
ghum Cemetery located at the NW corner of the intersection of 
Rock Ridge School Road and Fulghum Road. | 

Calvin Young of Wilson. In the days of the Cottens and Con- 
nors, the home of Colonel Henry Gustin Williams occupied 
the approximate site of the present Cherry Hotel. I am in- 
formed that it was of an architecture almost identical with 
that of the Connor house. Colonel Williams was an early 
newspaperman of Wilson, publishing The Wilson Advance 
from about 1871 to 1881, when he moved to Washington to 
become Clerk of the House Committee. 

[Editor’s note: The Thomas Yelverton Funeral Home once occupied 
the house next to the Cotton/Conner House/Ricks Gulf Station. 
When they decided to expand, they bought the station lot and built a 
new building with it and the parking lot occupying both lots. The 
funeral home is now the King and Darden Funeral Home. | 
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Minutes May 22, 2003 

The WCGS held it's May meeting on May 22, 2003. A 
gracious welcome was given by the president and the visitors 
were introduced. There were no minutes as there was a 
work session at the library in April at which time those pre- 
sent wrote the data for individual family units that meet the 
definition for inclusion as founding families. It was a pro- 
ductive session, but more family write ups are needed so it 
has been decided to hold work sessions at the library from 2- 
Spm on Wednesdays. Paul Darden has submitted a couple 
of families that he worked on and he did a great job of gath- 
ering the information! We were reminded that the deadline 
for the book is January 2005. 

There have not been any additional identifications made on 
the waterways map, so it will probably be published as is. 

Our June meeting will be the annual social. Grace and 
Larry Turner have made arrangements for us to use the VFW 
Building which is on Ward Blvd, next to Bucks. Be there at 
6:30 with a covered dish. Use the side entrance. 

The publication sale produced several orders. Processing 
of the orders is behind schedule, but they will be processed 
soon. Carol Forbes had information on the Civil War Day at 
Maplewood Cemetery and gave us a brief report on that 
which had included salutes, music the laying of flowers and 
Dennis Rodgers as the speaker. 

There were numerous announcements including the Old 
Dobbers/Jones County reunion on June 25-28, 2003 at Len- 
ior Community College, "A Day with Helen Leary" on July 


“COME WALK WITH US 
The Sunny Side of Genealogy 
Fern Stokes Eller 


Come walk with us, 

Back through the vista of the years, 
Which our ancestors knew. 

We seek the trails which once they trod, 
To find the spots where they once dwelt. 


Queries 


19, 2003 in Goldsboro at the Walnut Creek Country Club 
and a Wake County GS workshop with Patricia Law Hatcher 
on September 27, 2003. 

Henry Powell gave a most interesting member report. He 
and Sue had traveled to Ireland and searched for his g- 
grandfather Lewis Cox. They are waiting for copies of docu- 
ments that were to be mailed and hopefully they will be the 
proof needed to know that their search was a success. 

James C, Proctor, our guest speaker for the evening, gave a 
most interesting presentation on the Porter House. It was 
originally known as the Parrish House. It is believed to date 
from the middle of the 18th century, is one of the oldest 
houses in Edgecombe County and one of the very few of 
gambrel-roofed structures remaining in the county. It was 
built with a rugged mortise and tenon frame on enormous 
sills, is a story and a half with double shouldered stuccoed 
brick chimneys at each end with two central doorways, side 
by side on the front. It is located four miles southeast of 
Whitakers. 

James had many pictures of the house showing the condi- 
tion when it was purchased and the way it looks now. He 
spoke of the difficulties and expense of getting it on The Na- 
tional Register of Historic Places. There was much interest 
and many questions. Thanks to James for a very informa- 
tive and interesting presentation of his home. 

Sue Powell, our president thanked James Proctor for being 
with us and the meeting was concluded. 

Frances W. Roberson 


And while we search about our hearts, 
Read weathered stones, 

And turn musty pages of the past, 

Their spirits come alive and walk with us. 
We learn of them, 

Their lives, their loves, their hates. 

And with their knowledge, 

Learn to understand ourselves, 

For each of them has given to us a past. 
We owe them this - 

That they shall be remembered for that gift. 


Queries may be posted by WCGS members to the WCGS discussion group. All members are entitled to free membership in 
this group. Please e-mail ancestor@wcgs.org if you want us to add you to the list. 


WilsonNC@yahoogroups.com 


If your are not a member of WCGS then send your query to 
Ancestor@wegs.org 


_ If your query is reasonable then it may be posted to the WilsonNC group as a courtesy. There is no charge for this service. 
Postal queries will be dealt with on an individual basis with no guarantee that any will be posted to the discussion group. 


We do not answer queries in Trees. 


Wilson County Public Library Genealogy Resources 


The library is just beginning a major addition and renovation. The staff has promised to do all they can to maintain access 
_ to the fine collection of local genealogical resources but users should be prepared to make adjustments in their plans. Please 
_ ask at the second floor reference desk for information on where to find these resources. The library is open M-W 9-9, Thu- 
Sat 9-6, not on Sunday. 

__ The parking lot has recently been relocated to the area beside the library on Jackson Street, and access to the building is 

_ now through the downstairs front entrance (the side that faces Nash Street). The new addition is going out from the wall 

_ where the old genealogy room was located. 

_ Patrick Valentine, library director, has asked for patience. The work will be completed in about 2 years. 
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Hello, 

Here in the heat of 
July it is nice to find a 
cool spot and just 
camp out. The best spot we can think of 
(other than home) is the Wilson County 
Public Library. 

Don’t let the construction scare you 
off. Parking may get a little cramped 
sometimes, but you can always find a 
place nearby. Rufus Swain’s rose garden 
has been moved and is none the worse 
for wear. The roses love this weather as 
long as they get plenty of water. 

The genealogy collection is far more 
usable than it was before construction 
began. The library staff has done us a 
big favor by placing the collection in the 
main reading room with lots of space to 
spread out. There is one table marked as 
reserved for genealogists, and there are 
plenty of other tables available. It’s big, 
airy and comfortable and just a real 
pleasure after all the years of being 
crammed into a tiny back room. 

Frances Roberson and I camp out 
there every Wednesday afternoon for the 
purpose of working on the Founding 
Families book. We can use all the help 
we can get as well. We have a stack of 
sheets, one for each founding family, 
and encourage you to dig in and help to 
do the research on the 200 or so that 
have yet to be completed. It isn’t hard, it 
is often rewarding, and it is nice to have 
several other folks around to help out 
when you hit a snag. 

If you have doubts about your own re- 
search abilities, set those doubts aside. 


President’s 


Message 
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Annual Social June 24 

The Wilson VFW rose to a new Jevel 
of appearance for our annual social. 
Perennial hostess, Grace Turner, has 
always provided an interesting color 
scheme with table covers, napkins and 
decorations. 

This year, Grace called on her daugh- 
ter and fiancé to help with the décor . 
We were greeted by masses of leis (alas 
all plastic), grass-skirted tables, and a 
highly colorful show of decorations. An 
abundant profusion of fine foods was 
contributed and demolished with vigor 
by the attendees. Some comments were 
made about the fine quality of the 
chicken pastry brought by Sarah Kirby 
but, in fairness, there were no com- 
plaints about any of the food items. 

Typical of our group, entertainment 
was provided by conversations between 
guests. One never tires of trying to find 
someone new to listen to a family story. 
Everyone brought “door prizes,” which 
were handed out by drawing tickets. 

The most amazing feature of this 
event is the stable number of guests. It 
always ranges from 14 to 25, and man- 
aged 16 this year. Mark your calendar 
now for the 4th Tuesday in June 2004. 

The next meeting will be Sept. 23. 
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Wilson County’s Architec- 
tural Heritage book to be 


reprinted. 

Originally published in 1981 by Kate 
Ohno, a former Wilson resident, this 
interesting book has been out of print 
for over 20 years now. There is a copy 
in the Public Library, and numerous 
copies are in private libraries. 

WCGS has had a steady stream of 
inquiries over the years about availabil- 
ity of this book. Being uncertain as to 
the copyright status, the Society con- 
sulted the County Manager’s office and 
was given permission to reissue the 
book. Preservationist Lou Ann Monson 
approached the State Office of Cultural 
Resources who also agreed to the reis- 
sue. Inquiries to locate Kate Ohno have 
proved unsuccessful. 

As the interest of the Society lies 
mainly in the family connections listed 
in the book, an index has been prepared 
which references the numerous indi- 
viduals mentioned in the book. Ms. 
Monson has agreed to write a preface 
addressing the current condition of his- 
toric properties in the county and the 
value of this work to preserve our heri- 
tage. 

It is important to note that WCGS is 
not rewriting the contents of the book. It 
will be reprinted by a high quality xero- 
graphic process by a local printing 
house. Sample pages appear to be equal 
in quality to the original which is being 
used. The printing plates were lost some 
years ago ina fire in Wendell. 

It is expected that the new copies will] 
be available for sale sometime in Sep- 
tember of this year. We are not taking 
advance orders as the Society will print 
enough copies to fill all requests. An 
announcement will be made when the 
book is available and orders will] be 
taken. The expected cost will be $20 
plus tax, for NC residents, and shipping. 
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Family Connections -Wi/son Daily Times 
The Sugg Family. June 17, 2003 


Some readers may recall that our local Genealogical Society is pre- 
paraing a new publication to be entitled Founding Families of Wilson 
County. Scheduled for publication in 2005, this book will detail the 
origins of about 350 families who resided in Wilson County at the time 
of its formation in 1855. The publication date is set to commemorate 
the 150th anniversary of the founding of our county. 

The Society has been collecting family histories for over two years 
now and has received well over 100 submissions. The editorial com- 
mittee is reconciled to the fact that some of the families will not be 
documented for lack of information, while others have more details 
than could possibly be included in one book. All families, however, 
will have at least minimal information about the family at the begin- 
ning of Wilson County. There is a list of these families available for 
viewing at the Society web site which is www.wcgs.org. 

Our readers are invited to send along information on any of these 
families. To the extent possible, all submisions will be included and ac- 
knowledged. The editorial committee is particularly interested in infor- 
mation on where the family originated, how they got to Wilson, and 
some summary information about their life around the time of founda- 
tion of the county. We don’t have room for detailed family trees or for 
biographical information. 

For our column this month, we have chosen one family history sub- 
mitted by a faithful contributor. We use this as an example of the type 
of information which we hope will be useful to buyers of the new pub- 
lication. The family is Sugg. We have added information on the early 
origins of the family taken from other sources. 

This family name falls into the category of surnames that have sur- 
vived from the days of “Old English” when the language was quite dif- 
ferent than ours today and there were no surnames as we know them. 
England was a mixture of people with different origins and languages, 
among them being the Norse or Viking language brought by invaders 
from Scandinavia in the 8th century AD. Some of the Viking terms 
came into common use throughout England thereafter. One of the most 
common was a way to distinguish individuals within a community 
when they had the same name. The Vikings commonly created an 
“other” name to add to the given name. In Viking, this was called an 
“eke” name and today we call it a nickname. 

In old English (used in | 1th century England), a bird was known as a 
sucga, and the word was in common use in the southern part of the 
country. Within a few years, in the 12th century, middle English had 
come into use, and the word then was sugge. One can easily see how 
an “eke” name could be created for a person with a small build or high- 
pitched voice by adding sugge to his or her given name. When sur- 
names came into common use by the fourteenth century, it was natural 
to have some adopt the surname of Sugg as it had been in common use 
for many years before. It is possible that some individuals took the sur- 
name of Bird, using a modern version of the word. 

By the middle of the seventeenth century, there were Sugg individu- 
als in both Virginia and in New England. Colonial script was hard to 
decipher, and the name became changed to Lugg in some New England 
locations as the “‘S” looked somewhat like an “L.” 

There were several Sugg individuals in Isle of Wight County , Vir- 
ginia, by the mid 1600s. It is not known if they were related nor is it 
clear that there was any connection between them. The family of inter- 


est to us locally is that of William Sugg who was thought to have been 
(Continued on page §3) 
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FAMILY CONNECTIONS 


THE ETHERIDGE FAMILY 

Wilson Daily Times. July 15, 2003 

Question: I would like to know about my Etheridge family 
and particularly if there is any significance between the 
various spellings of the name. E.E., Wilson 

This family name has been around for many hundreds of 
years and began in England in the dark ages with the per- 
sonal name “Aedeiric”. When last names came into use by 
the 1400s, this became the surname Atteriche, Etherych 
and, eventually, Etheridge. Over the years since, it has been 
spelled several different ways, depending on the variation 
chosen by a particular branch of the family. There does not 
appear to be any significance to these differences. It is sim- 
ply a matter of personal choice. 

Our local Etheridge family members are all related and 
descended from the immigrant, Thomas Etheridge, who ar- 
rived in Norfolk County, Virginia, in about 1637. The 
Royal Governor of the Colony was not required to record 
the names of new arrivals but was required to record land 
transactions. Because of that, we know that Thomas was 
granted 200 acres of land in 1647 for importing four per- 
sons to Virginia. All of this suggests that Thomas arrived 
some years earlier with his own resources as he is not listed 
as a headright. We know from English Parish records that 
he came from the village of Wood Green in Middlesex 
(England) which is now a part of greater London in the bor- 
ough of Haringay (formerly Tottenham). This borough had 
been the personal estate of Robert Bruce (later Robert de 
Bruce, King Robert I of Scotland who was the successor to 
William Wallace of “Braveheart” fame). The English King 
had confiscated the estate, and it remained crown property 
(and may still be). The residents there were, therefore, ten- 
ants of the Crown. Ordinary folks in England simply did not 
Own property. They had to rent from the owner, and the 
only way to get ahead was to emigrate to America where 
one could own land. 

The village of Wood Green still exists today as a stop on 
the London underground train system. This has become a 
multi-ethnic neighborhood where English is a minority lan- 
guage. 

Village life in the 1500s in England was a collection of 
small merchants and artisans. A boy was placed into an ap- 
prenticeship at age 13 where he spent seven years learning a 
trade. At the end of that time he was given a new suit of 
clothes, his working tools, and a small sum of money which 
represented his accumulated earnings. Apprenticeships usu- 
ally were sealed with a legal document, but these were pri- 
vate and not a matter of public record so there are few if 
any available to verify the training of any individual. A 
clever young man of 21, newly released from his appren- 
ticeship, could start his own business and soon become his 
Own master with apprentices. Other young men would sim- 


ply go to work for an established business, living on a mea- 


ger wage. 
It appears that young Thomas Etheridge (b. about 1615) 
chose to become his own master and set sail for the new 


' World to make his fortune as a cooper (barre! maker) which 
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was noted in his will as his lifetime occupation. He married 
soon after his arrival in 1637 and had several children. 

Thomas Etheridge thrived in Norfolk County, and his sev- 
eral sons became prosperous land owners. Some chose to 
follow the family craft, with one working as a carpenter, an- 
other as a boatwright (boat builder). Son, Marmaduke, was 
living at the southern edge of the county when the state line 
was set, and found that he was suddenly a resident of Curri- 
tuck County, North Carolina, although he had not moved. 
This part of the family has remained in that county ever 
since and were the keepers of the Currituck Lighthouse as 
well as farmers on Roanoke Island. The oldest house stil] 
standing on that island 1s an Etheridge dwelling (from about 
1840) which has been restored by a local preservation soci- 
ety. 

Thomas’ great-grandsons, Caleb and Lott, were lured by 
availability of new land in Halifax (later Edgecombe) 
County and moved there before 1750 where their descen- 
dants make up the largest part of the local Etheridge popula- 
tion today. Early Wilson County census records show two 
separate family groups. One is that as just described, all lo- 
cated in the area of Wilson County that was once Edge- 
combe County. 

The second group was found in the Saratoga district and 
required some in-depth research to uncover their origins. 
They descend from a Simon Etheridge, a descendant of the 
immigrant Thomas, who moved to the Pamlico/Hyde County 
area in the 1700s. Simon later returned to Norfolk County 
but left several sons in North Carolina. One, Willoughby, 
appears to be the ancestor of the Etheridge family of the 
Saratoga district. They are distant cousins to the Edgecombe 
Etheridge family. 

There was one Etheridge in the Oldfield area of Wilson 
County. Research showed him to be listed as the son of Fre- 
derick Etheridge of Edgecombe County. The circumstances 
of his birth and his being in Oldfield are clouded by a family 
scandal which is best left in the dust of history. 

It is interesting to note that many of the present-day 
Etheridge residents of Wilson County make their living 
through some form of wood working, some as skilled crafts- 
men, and others in construction. 


SLEEP-WALKER 
“Looking Backward,” August 18, 1951 
Hugh B. Johnston 

Uncle Eli Gray Peele moved down to Georgia in 1832, and 
married, and had one son named William. Cousin William 
was addicted to sleep-walking, which once placed him in a 
very embarrassing situation. The incident took place at the 
end of the Civil War, when the population was still quite 
scattered, and there were not many horses or other means of 
getting anywhere. It was the custom that, if a boy’s sweet- 
heart lived several miles away and had brothers, he would go 
to see her Saturday afternoon, spend the night, and return 
home late Sunday afternoon or evening. Cousin William was 
courting Winnifred Oliver, and one Saturday night he walked 
all the way home, crossing the creek on a foot-log, and 
waked up at home on Sunday morning with his only suit at 
his girl’s house, five miles away. 
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A SHORT HISTORY OF THE WILSON 
GRADED SCHOOL 

By Miss M. L. Watson. 

The Wilson Times, May 22, 1911 

Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 

The following essay concerning school history was read by 
Miss M. L. Watson at the Graded School last Friday eve- 
ning. We are sure it will be found interesting to all: 

There are a number of persons in Wilson who know the 
Graded School only as it is now, not as it has been from the 
beginning up to the present time. 

More than thirty years ago there was talk of a graded 
school in Wilson, so a mass meeting was held on the 15" of 
July, 1881. At this meeting Messrs. M. Rountree, G. W. 
Blount, G. D. Green, K. H. Winstead, H. C. Moss, H. G. 
Connor, T. J. Hadley, R. J. Taylor, Warren Woodard, A. 
Branch and M. T. Moye were elected as a board of trustees 
of the Wilson Graded School, and these men were empow- 
ered to take such action to establish a graded school as they 
deemed advisable. 

The board decided to rent the Female Seminary (where 
Captain Wiggins now lives) then in charge of Prof. J. B. 
Brewer. The price of rent being $600.00 a year and the taxes 
additional. Mr. J. L. Tomlinson, of Baltimore, but originally 
a North Carolinian, was elected superintendent with one 
male assistant and three female assistants. The first teachers 
were: Mr. J. B. Williams, of Fremont; Mrs. E. W. Adams, 
Mrs. W. F. Mercer, and Miss Margaret A. Hearne. The sala- 
ries were as follows: Superintendent, $1,000 a year; male 
assistant, $600.00; the ladies $250.00 to $333 1-3 a year. 

Miss Mollie A. Whitaker, of Wilson, was elected music 
teacher, with a room in the school building, unfurnished and 
unsupplied; the music pupils’ parents or guardians alone 
were responsible for their tuition, as the board did not recog- 
nize the music department as any part of the school proper, 
but the music teacher furnished music for Calisthenics and 
was subject to the direction of the principal of the school, 
being controlled by him relative to her class hours. 

This first Wilson Graded School opened on the 5" day of 
September, 1881, with eight grades and 256 pupils. By Janu- 
ary 1", 1882, the whole number enrolled was 325. Mr. 
Tomlinson complained of the school rooms being too 
crowded and that an additional room was necessary and also 
another teacher. Mr. Tomlinson was authorized not to re- 
ceive any more pupils until provision was made for them. 
When additional room was provided, Miss L. Sulton, of 
Randolph county, and Miss A. Marsh, of Raleigh, were 
elected additional teachers. Very soon after this it became 
necessary to employ Miss Mamie Adams as assistant in the 
primary department. 

During the year there were complaints made to the board 
of smoking in the out houses of the seminary lot. Mr. 
Tomlinson was requested to prohibit smoking on the prem- 
ises by the pupils—and to use his influence to prevent the 
same while going to and from school. The novelty of the 
school attracted so many visitors that visiting by parents and 
others had to be limited. 

Up to June, 1883, the school was supported by private sub- 
scriptions, aided by the county school fund and the Peabody 


Board, but finding that these were not sufficient to meet the 
demands of the school, the board decided that a tax levy was 
necessary. During the summer of 1883 the school district 
was laid off and a school tax election held. 

There was talk about a new school building, but it was fi- 
nally decided to continue to rent the same building at 
$500.00 per year. 

Mr. J. F. Bruton, now President of the First National Bank 
of Wilson, was elected superintendent for the school year 
1883-4, as Mr. Tomlinson had resigned and gone to 
Winston. During this year another teacher became necessary 
and Mr. Collier Cobb, of Waynesville, was chosen. It was 
found that the tuition pupils were sufficient to pay the inci- 
dental expenses of the school [sic.]. 

For the term beginning in September, 1884, Mr. E. C. 
Branson was elected superintendent, and Mill [Miss] Lily 
Gay took charge of the music department. The teachers were 
Prof. Collier Cobb, Miss M. F. Herring, Miss M. A. Hearne, 
Mrs. W. F. Mercer, and Mrs. E. W. Adams. Mr. Cobb’s sal- 
ary was $50.00 a month; the ladies, $30.00 to $40.00 per 
month. At the beginning of this term there was some discus- 
sion whether or not to organize a ninth grade, as there were 
several pupils in the schoo] who had completed the 8" grade. 
It was finally decided not to organize a 9" grade. It was also 
determined to drop geometry from the course of study in the 
8" grade and algebra from the 7™ grade, physiology being 
substituted. 

Mr. Branson continued as superintendent for the year 
1885-6, and the school improved much under his manage- 
ment. During this year the total enrollment was 385. On the 
8" of March, 1886, Mr. Branson sent in his resignation, 
which took effect the 13" of the month. Mr. Collier Cobb, 
who was principal of the school, was elected to superintend 
the school, as well as to teach his grade for the remainder of 
the term. Mr. Cobb is now, as we all know, an authority on 
the geology of North Carolina, and a professor in our State 
University. Mr. Branson is now president of the Georgia 
State Normal School at Athens. 

During this year (1885-6) the North Carolina Supreme 
Court decided that a school tax levied on white property to 
support a white school and a tax levied on negro property for 
the support of a negro school was contrary to our State Con- 
stitution. The people of Wilson then began to consider a 
graded school conformable to this decision of the Supreme 
Court. They finally decided that if they had to support a ne- 
gro school they would have no white graded school, and re- 
fused to revote a local school tax. The old subscription plan 
was resorted to again. 

In the fall of 1886, Mr. P. P. Claxton, of Tennessee, was 
made superintendent at a salary of $750.00 for the term. The 
teachers were: Mr. J. A. Monroe, assistant, at a salary of 
$50.00 per month; Mrs. Adams, Mrs. Mercer, Misses 
Hearne, Marsh and May Barnes, all at $30.00 per month. 
The school was not a success on account of lack of funds. 
Mr. Claxton went to Asheville in 1887 and organized the 
Asheville graded schools. Later he became a teacher at the 
State Normal College. At present he is a professor in the 


University of Tennessee. 
(Continued on page 77) 
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the attendance increased until December 11, 1899, the enroll- 
ment was 502. The second grade became so crowded that it 
was necessary to elect another teacher. Miss Kate Mercer, 
who worked under the direction of her mother, Mrs. Mercer, 
the regular teacher of this grade, was chosen. 

Mr. Mangum continued as superintendent for the years 
1901 and 1902. As the attendance of the school still in- 
creased, it was necessary to elect an additional teacher, Mrs. 
R. K. Taylor, for the fifth grade. 

As the Graded School building did not meet the demands 
of so many pupils, the board discussed whether to buy 
Kinsey’s Seminary, which was for sale, for the Graded 
School, but after careful consideration, it was decided that 
the building was badly arranged for a Graded School. In De- 
cember, 1901, a committee was appointed to choose a desir- 
able site and to consider the cost of a new building. There 
was much discussion over a suitable location for this build- 
ing. Some people wanted it where Mr. Frank Farmer now 
lives, but it was finally decided to move the old building off 
and to erect a new building in the same place. Mr. J. E. Wil- 
kins was awarded the contract for the new building. 

The opening of the fall term of 1902-3 was delayed, as the 
new building was not completed. Mr. Mangum did more for 
the graded school than any superintendent it had ever had up 
to this time. He was always energetic and even when his 
health became impaired, he worked when he was not able to 
work. 

During the summer of 1903 he died. Mr. Gray R. King, 
who had been principal of the school for the past two years, 
was promoted to the superintendency. Mr. King was a very 
efficient superintendent. He had really performed the duties 
of superintendent for two years while Mr. Mangum’s health 
was So bad. He was a man whom all the children loved. His 
superintendency lasted three years. 

In 1907 he resigned and Mr. Charles L. Coon, our present 
superintendent, was elected. Mr. Coon’s ideal school is a 
thoroughly democratic one, and all his efforts since he has 
been with us have been directed toward making our school 
measure up to his ideal. Can any one doubt this when he sees 
the cleanliness of the school, and sees the effect it has had on 
the pupils in cleaning up their own homes and town? The 
beautifying of the grounds by flowers, trees, grass and vines 
(together with the cleanliness) of the yard adds much to the 
school. Mr. Coon has not only improved the grounds, but it 
was through his influence that we have our present athletic 
friends, an asset which few High Schools are fortunate 
enough to possess. He has greatly improved the library also. 
In addition to all this he has raised the standard of the school 
by adding the tenth and eleventh grades. 


JENKINS LAND TRANSFER 
Hugh Johnston Files 

On March 28, 1892, Nena L. Bridgers, J. P. and Amariah F. 
Jenkins, J. L. Jenkins of Denison, Texas, Hellen C. Jenkins, 
Rosa F. Jenkins, and Z. B. Jenkins sold W. M. Daughtridge 
for $1,090.00 the Jenkins lot in Nashville, and the Still Water 
Farm of 350 acres. 
(Nash County, Deed Book 86, p. 333) 
[Editor: Nena L. Bridgers, wife of James Kelly Bridgers, was the 
daughter of Josiah Peace Jenkins and Amariah Frances Battle. ] 


(Wilson Graded Schools, continued from page 76) 

In the spring of 1887 the graded school idea was apparently 
abandoned. From 1887 to 1891 Wilson had no graded school. 
The district schoo] committee then bought the present graded 
school lot and erected a small wooden building, in which an 
ordinary public school was conducted for four or five months 
in each year. But this plan was unsatisfactory. In the spring 
of 1891 a special act of the Legislature was secured re- 
establishing the graded school. This act was approved by a 
vote of the people and the school began again in the fall of 
1891, 

As anew school building was greatly needed, a building 
committee was appointed to look after a proper location. As 
there were not sufficient funds in the treasury, it was decided 
to borrow as much as was needed for the building, which re- 
sulted in the erection of a neat wooden building, where the 
present school building now stands. 

The graded school re-opened October 5" 1891, in the new 
building with Mr. J. I. Foust, who is now President of the 
State Normal College, superintendent. During Mr. Foust’s 
superintendency some attention was devoted to securing a 
school library. The grades were also increased from six to 
eight. Mr. Foust was superintendent for the next two years. In 
1894 he declined to be elected superintendent and Mr. Geo. 
W. Connor, of Wilson, was elected. 

The school opened September 3, 1894, with an enrollment 
of 261. During this year the seventh grade became so 
crowded that it was necessary to use the auditorium for class 
purposes. 

In 1896, while Mr. Connor was still superintendent, the 
board authorized him to extend the course of study in the 
graded school one year, charging for instruction in the added 
grade $4.00 per month. During this year two wings were built 
to the school house. Miss Sudie Edmundson, a graduate of 
Peace Institute, Raleigh, was music teacher. Instead of the 
teachers furnishing everything as heretofore, the board did 
this, and she received 75 per cent of the gross income from 
this department. 

The other teachers for 1896-7 were: Mr. W. C. Allen, prin- 
cipal, at $600.00 a year; Mrs. M. A. Tomlinson, Mrs. L. W. 
Hart, Mrs. W. F. Mercer, Miss Iva Deans, Miss M. A. 
Hearne, Miss Gertrude Blount, Mrs. M. H. Murray, and Miss 
Azelia Winstead, each with a salary of $30.00 per month. 

In January, 1897, Mr. Connor resigned and Mr. E. P. Man- 
gum was elected superintendent. Possibly all of the pupils 
now in the High School remember him, as it was during his 
superintendency that they begun that part of their lives that 
most people say is the happiest. 

In 1897, as there were not enough pupils in the 10" grade 
to make is self-sustaining, this grade was discontinued. Later 
in the year the 9" grade was also discontinued, as there was 
not enough money to meet the expenses. 

During the year 1898 two of the rooms of the school were 
_ enlarged and water works placed in the school building, ren- 
_ dering the school pump of no further use. 

On September 13", 1899, the enrollment was 428, the larg- 
est Opening in the history of the school. The primary depart- 
ment became so crowded it was necessary to have another 
_ teacher. Miss Mary Speight was chosen. All during the fall 
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SCHOOL FUND RAISING 
The Wilson Times, January 2, 1917 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 
BOTH WHITE AND COLORED 
PEOPLE ARE TAKING A LIVELY INTEREST IN 
THEIR SCHOOLS 
NEARLY $2,000 RAISED 

During the months of November and December, the fol- 
lowing amounts of money were reported raised to supple- 
ment the ordinary district school funds of white schools in 
Wilson County: 

UPPER BLACK CREEK 

The teacher, Miss Sibyl Brown, raised $16. at a box party, 

to improve the equipment of the school room, Dec. 21. 
PARKER’S 

The teachers, Misses Ethel Brinkley and Crisp, raised 

$14.20 at a box party, December 14. 
WOODARD’S 

Miss Vivian Boyd, the teacher, on December 15, raised 
$25 at a box party. 

PITTMAN’S SCHOOL 

Miss Summerlin reports $58.48 raised at a handkerchief 
party on December 21. The money will be spent to buy cur- 
tains, improve the house, etc. 

BOSWELL’S 

Miss Lucy Edwards and May Warren raised $115 at a box 
party on Dec. 15. This money will help to buy a piano for the 
school. 

ROCK HILL 

On November 28, Misses Pearson, O’ Daniel and Farmer, 
the teachers, raised $110.50 at a box party. The money will 
be used to improve the building and to get supplies for the 
school. 

SARATOGA 

Miss Fannie Perry, the principal, reports $25. raised at a 

box party on December 15. 
SIMS 

Miss Helen Outland, the principal, reports $39 raised at a 
box party on December 20. 

WELLS’ GROVE 

The teachers, Misses Lula and Gladys Brantley, have 
raised $60 at a box party to buy new stoves, curtains, etc. 
The Farmers’ Union aided them. 

NEVERSON 

Miss Mamie Williams raised at a box party on December 

22, $16.70 to aid in buying some new desks. 
BARNES (Cross Roads) 

The principal, Mrs. L. P. Flowers, reports $27.47 raised for 

improving the school house. 
REVELL?S 

Miss Minnie Stephenson reports $30 raised on December 
16, to buy new seats and curtains. 

Rock Ridge, Black Creek, Town Creek and other schools 
have raised considerable amounts which I shall report later, 
when I receive the exact amounts. 

The total of the above contributions amounts to $537.35. 
These teachers deserve everybody’s thanks. I am sure the 
spirit which co-operates to supplement the meager school 
fund we have with which to conduct our country schools de- 


serves every encouragement. Personally, I want to thank 

every one who has ever smiled on this cause. To those who 

have given money, I am grateful in the name of the children. 
CHARLES L. COON, 

January 1, 1917. 

During October and November the following amounts have 
been raised and paid in to supplement the district funds of 
colored schools in Wilson County: 

WILLIAMSON (Spring Hill) 

The people have raised $300 to aid in building a new 

schoo] house and to put cooking and sewing in their school. 
ROCKY BRANCH (Spring Hill) 

The people raised $200 in October to improve their school 
house and buy 20 new patent desks. 

JONES HILL (Old Fields) 

The people of this neighborhood raised $120 during Octo- 
ber to improve their school house and buy 15 patent desks. 
They raised more than fifty dollars last spring for the same 
purpose. 

LOVER’S LANE (Wilson) 
This district has raised $50 to improve their school house. 
EVANSDALE 

This district has raised $200.62 for building a new house 
and buying desks. 

POWELL’S (Cross Roads) 

The people have raised $25 to get a good well and to put a 
pump in it. 

LANE’S (Wilson) 

This school has raised $75 with which to repair their 
school house and put in 15 new patent desks. 

LUCAMA 

The people have raised $100. They have installed 20 new 

patent desks and expect to add another school room later. 
HOWARD’S (Taylor’s) 

The people at Howard’s have raised $60. They ceiled their 

school house and have bought 15 new patent desks. 
STANTONSBURG 

The people of this district have raised $250. They have 
painted the school house, bought $100 worth of new patent 
desks, cleaned up the yard, put electric lights in the school 
house, and have secured a cook stove and a sewing machine. 

SARATOGA 

The people here have raised $7. They mean to increase this 
amount soon. 

The above amounts totals $1387.62. Other colored districts 
are now engaged in raising money to improve their school 
house. The results will be reported later on. The interest of 
the colored people in improving their school facilities has 
been greatly stimulated by the intelligent and untiring work 
of J. R. Reid, who has led in raising the amounts of money 
referred to above. For the first time in the history of the 
county the colored people have this fall made more voluntary 
contributions to their schools than the white people. Who 
____ gain say the statement that the above amounts and the 
many others which will be reported later on show that our 
colored people really want to help along their own educa- 
tion? 

(Continued on page 79) 
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' Son, except yourself. 


I shall expect you to find her child shoes the next ensuing 





(School Fund Raising, Continued from page 78) Property Taxes in North Carolina 
I am sure it will pay handsomely to encourage this spirit of By Debbi Blake 

self-help on the part of our colored citizens. Those who show Reprinted from Wake Treasures, Vol. XII, No. 1 

the interest in the welfare of their children indicated by the 


above sums of money deserve our thanks. I am certain all Land...it was what brought most of our ancestors to the 

right thinking people appreciate the spirit which has shores of this continent. It was what they needed to survive 

prompted these donations. here; it was considered a necessity for life in this vast wilder- 
CHARLES L. COON, ness. Our ancestors were willing to put up with a Jot to ob- 

January 1, 1917. tain and hang on to land. 

[Editor’s note: The box party was probably what was also Taxes on land...they've always been a fact of life in North 


termed a box supper or a box social. It was an old-time party | Carolina, right? Well, not exactly. The first tax on land was 
where the girls would fix food for two people from their best | levied around 1715. The need for this tax was the Tuscarora 


recipes. They would then put the food in a box which they War and its subsequent cost. A charge of two shillings six 
would decorate quite elaborately. Then as a money-raising pence per hundred acres was levied on Jandowners. In 1720 
project the boxes would be auctioned to the highest bidder this tax went to one shilling eight pence per hundred acres 


among the gentlemen, who would gain not only the excellent | and in 1722 the tax was repealed. The primary form of taxa- 
food, but the company of the lady who had prepared the box. | tion at that time was that of poll taxes or taxes on heads 
Many times the dinner would include music and dancing. 4 fo | rather than a land tax. In 1777 the tax on property became 
Zax, A Comprehensive Dictionary for Genealogists & Histori- | permanent although the types of property varied and the rate 
ans, compiled by Barbara Jean Evans of taxation varied as well. At the time of the levy, 1777, the 

See page 10, January 2003 Trees, for the location of the amount was a half penny on each pound value of the land, 
named schools. Neverson was just off present Highway 264 _| Jots, and other property. If a person failed to list their prop- 
Alternate between Sims and Bailey. Neverson, a post offfice erty they were subject to pay a double tax. 


site from 1908-1911, was named for Neverson Williams. There are two types of property that might be listed on tax 
“In 1917, the general county school fund was sufficient only | jists. Real property, that is land, was taxable, during certain 

for a four and one-hale month’s term and a $40 per month periods, from at least the early 18" century. The value of the 

white teacher’s salary. State aid increased the term by ten land or the amount of land could be taxed. The amount of 


days. Eighteen of the schoo! districts in Wilson County levied | Jand, of course, appeared in acres or lots—if in town—and 
a special tax for the purpose of extending the school term. The | the value appeared as the appraised or the assessed value. 
other thirty school districts with no special tax were restricted | The other type of property tax was that on personal property. 
fo the minimum term.” History of Wilson County and Its This type of tax was on a person's "stuff. The “stuff that was 
Families. | taxable changed through time. After 1777, when this tax be- 
HENRY DRAKE LETTER gan, it was often levied on luxuries like jewelry and car- 
Hugh Johnston Files riages. This was the case until] after the Civil War. 
Tarboro Decem. 27" 1823. One boon of property tax records to genealogists is the fact 
Mr. Henry Drake that white females (widows and single adults) and free A fri- 
Dr. can-American women sometimes appear in them. These 
Sir: women were responsible for listing and paying taxes on 
It seems that Mary has a desire to live with you the ensuing | Property, as well as, some polls. et 
year and she tells me that you would not be willing to give Another boon of property tax lists to genealogists is that 
more than $12 which is not enough by $6. But however I people appear in them that may not be the actual property 
have concluded to let you have her for $12 by finding her & owner. (Of course, this has a down side, too, if the researcher 
child the same clothing as you did this year &c. is looking for the property owner.) When a property owner 
I shall want you to let her & her child to come down first died the taxes on his or her land were not forfeit. Therefore, 
Jan’. next so as she may see her Mother & sisters &Brothers | the executor or administrator may be listed on the tax list, 


& when you come to Town we can arrange matters relative since they were responsible for the taxes. This is true for 
to giving your note &c. guardians, as well. It is even possible for the deceased to ap- 


pear on tax lists for some time after death. Frequently, the 





I am yours hac : 
Respectfully abbreviation “decd" appears after the name. Obviously the 
G. Cotten deceased did not pay but his or her estate certainly did. 


The main drawback of property tax lists is, of course, that 
the landless generally do not appear on them. Another draw- 
back is that men often listed their wives' property and the 
woman remains hidden. But all of those who have done ge- 
nealogy for a while run into those drawbacks all the time... 
and that is the topic for another day. For today we look at the 
value of land to our ancestors and pay the records, the tax 
records, which relate to them the respect they deserve. 


P. S. When Mary comes down 1*. Jan’. you will say in writ- 
ing what you will give &c because $12 is much lower than I 
had an Idea of taking & would not take it from another per- 


Yours, 
G. Cotten 


year. 
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GEORGE WASHINGTON SUGGS 
The Wilson Times 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 
February 21, 1914 
George Washington Suggs. 

George Washington Suggs, commonly known to his white 
friends as “Uncle Washington” died at his home here in the 
city yesterday at six o’clock. He was one of the oldest, and 
most highly respected of our colored citizens. By trade he 
was a brickmason and plasterer and most of the older houses 
of the city still bear testimony of his superior skill and honest 
workmanship. To secure his service was a guarantee of a 
good job. He was honest, industrious and of sober [sic.] and 
law-abiding. He enjoyed the confidence and respect of both 
races. He took care of his money and wisely invested it in the 
education of his children and property. As a result he reared 
and educated a family of two sons and four daughters. One 
of his sons, D. C. Suggs is at the head of the A. and M. Col- 
lege of Georgia and has been for more than twenty years, 
while his other son, J. T. Suggs, is a practicing physician in 
Florence, Ala. All of his daughters are married. Two live 
here in Wilson, one Lorena is the wife of Dr. E. Moore of 
Livingstone College, Salisbury, the other lives in Chicago. 

His funeral takes place from the Trinity A. M. E. Zion 
church on Sunday afternoon at two o’clock. His many 
friends, white and colored, are cordially invited. 

The funeral will be preached by Rev. Wm. Coward, pastor 
of the church and Elder P. D. Gold who has known the de- 
ceased nearly all of his life, and was familiar with his good 
qualities as a man and a citizen wil] deliver a short address. 





February 24, 1914 
George Washington Sugg 

Higher tributes could scarcely be paid any man white or 
colored than were those paid Uncle George Washington 
Sugg, a colored man of this city who moving here when the 
town was an infant has left a shining example of what indus- 
try and thrift, generous instincts and motives, progressive- 
ness and correct living and a life devoted to the uplift of his 
people, would bring in the way of heartfelt eulogies at his 
departure. 

The man in the north and west who does not understand the 
kindly relations existing between the white man and the 
black man in the south, would probably have been surprised 
to have seen representative white and colored citizens min- 
gling their tears together with their tributes at the bier of Un- 
cle George Washington Sugg whose memory we all delight 
to honor, for his life in his sphere of activity has been all that 
could be asked of any man, and in order to set aside any su- 
perficial ideas resting upon the minds of those who are not 
informed, we regret they could not have witnessed the scene 
presented yesterday afternoon. 

Rev. Cowan, pastor of the A. M. E. Zion church opened 
the services by asking Elder P. D. Gold to read the 90" 
Psalm. He did so and that tradition says that Moses 
wrote this psalm while Israelites were sojourning in the wil- 
derness and to the vision of Moses there seemed to be noth- 
ing tangible and his life work had been thrown away, and yet 
in the purpose of God all things are known. It is not for us to 





reason or to question why, it is for us to remain in our places 
and do our part and the blessing always comes. 

Then followed appropriate resolutions from the church 
read by a member of the committee. Rev. Cowan then read a 
sketch of the life of the deceased. His worth as a citizen, his 
activity as a trustee of the colored school, his help to his race 
generally. It stated that he moved here in 1868 [?] before the 
county was able to support a school and became personally 
responsible for the salary of J. C. Price who conducted a 
school here for the colored people. 

Elder Gold was then asked to speak and stated that he was 
glad to see such an interest manifested in the funeral of a 
man who in honoring you yourselves honor. I have known 
him for 50 years and always esteemed him. That he has 
reared a family of children well raised and properly tutored 
who have distinguished themselves in the world is a credit to 
him if he has done nothing else. 

“Raise up a child in the way he should go and when he is 
old he will not depart therefrom.” 

A man is judged by the company he keeps. A good man 
likes good men and likes their company. Our deceased 
brother sought the company of the best white and colored 
men and in this way he found the best rather than the worst 
in life. A man fond of evil company shows he likes that sort 
of living. That it pays to seek good company and that a man 
is judged by the company he keeps was illustrated by Elder 
Gold who related a story of a young man who came to one of 
the Rothschilds for assistance and the Baron said to him, 
“come with me.” Together they walked up and down the 
bourse and then the Baron remarked, “They will be pleased 
to Jend you all the assistance you need and you will hence- 
forth be sought after.” 

A man joined with Jesus Christ has enough. His conduct 
will be good, his deportment good and he will be found striv- 
ing to do right and when he goes hence he will receive the 
reward that remains to those of the redeemed. 

Rev. Cowan then delivered an eloquent funeral address and 
at its close called upon Hon. John E. Woodard who compli- 
mented the pastor upon what he had so well said. 

Mr. Woodard stated that he deemed this a melancholy 
pleasure to say a word over the bier of a man who had been 
his friend and a true friend to his race. He had known him 35 
years as a distinct type of a man, a man who easily passed 
from the state of slavery to that of a citizen with the right 
ideas in his head and ideals in his mind as to the duties of 
citizenship. He gave to his people better opportunities than 
he had enjoyed. It was his pleasure to do so. He invested his 
wages for their good. He has reaped a noble harvest in the 
children he gives to his country and in the regard he has left 
in the hearts of his countrymen. 

Prof. J. D. Reid followed in a laudation of the deceased as 
a promoter and supported of the schools. He visited the 
schools and encouraged the children. 

Prof. S. H. Vick delivered a beautiful eulogy and glowing 
tribute and Rev. Taylor of Calvary Presbyterian church also 
added a word to the many fine tributes that had been paid. 

The exercises were interspersed with hymns and solos, and 
the large audience viewed the remains which were laid to 

(Continued on page 81) 
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(George Washington Suggs, Continued from page 80) 

the large audience viewed the remains which were laid to 
rest by the Masons, of which he was an honored member. 
[Editor’s note: Washington Suggs, age 42, brick mason, 
lived in Wilson Township in 1870. Living with him were 
Sarena, age 8; Mary, age 2; Decatur, age 6; and Richard 
Harper, age 17, farm laborer. 

In 1880, Washington Sugg, age 51, brick mason, and his 
wife Esther, age 38, lived south of Plank Road, Nash Street, 
Nash Road, in Wilson Township. Living with them were 
sons Cator, age 16, and James, age 3; and daughters Nicy, 
age 21; Sarena, age 17; Molly, age 12; Ehmenia, age 10; and 
Jyda, age 5. 

In 1900, G. Washington Suggs, born January 1836, farmer, 
and his wife of forty years, Esther, born February 1842, lived 
in the Town of Wilson. 

Sarena Sugg married Edward Moore on November 14, 
1881. Mollie Sugg married T. W. Watson on January 18, 
1883, at W. Sugg’s home. Edmonia Suggs married James 
Purrington on January 16, 1890, at the home of Washington 
Sugg. Julia Suggs married Harry Bryan on September 26, 
1895. The other family marriages were not recorded in Wil- 
son County records. ] 


L. P. WHITFIELD OBITUARY 
Zion’s Landmark, June 15, 1892, No. 15, page 
367 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 
L. P. WHITFIELD. 

Brother L. P. Whitfield was born in Nash County, N. C. on 
the 18" December 1827, and was the son of Archibald Whit- 
field. In 1851 he was married to Mary Burgess. By her he 
had 8 children 5 of them are still living. In 1866 he professed 
a hope in Christ and was received into the fellowship of the 
church at the Falls of Tar River, and was baptised by Elder 
H. Taylor in 1873. He was received by letter into the fellow- 
Ship of the church at Deep Creek, Halifax County, N. C., 
where his membership remained at his death, which occurred 
Feb. 10" 1892, being 64 years, one month and twenty three 
days old. He served in the Confederate Army during the late 
war, was a peaceable and quiet citizen, punctual in his atten- 
dance at his church, till he was taken with Paralysis near 2 
years ago from which he never recovered, but bore his afflic- 
tions with christian resignation, ... . He leaves an affection- 
ate wife, 5 children and many friends to mourn his loss. 
Peace to his ashes. 





L. J. DeBerry 
[Editor’s note: This appears to have been Patrick L. Whit- 
field who was listed at the age of 22 in the household of 
Archibald, age 55, and Adeline Whitfield, age 50, in the 
Nash County 1850 Federal Census (abstracted by Flora 
Brantley). Also in the household was Dilly Ann Whitfield, 
age 12. In the 1870 Nash County Federal Census (abstracted 
by Joan Howell), P. L. Whitfield, age 42, farmer, and Mary 
Whitfield, age 42, are listed in Liberty Township with the 
following Whitfield children: Charles, age 17; Benja. H., age 
13; Sarah E., age 11; John T., age 10; William A., age 5; and 


DOUBLE WEDDING 
Williams—Howards; Bullock—Williford 
The Wilson Advance, May 30, 1895 

Contributed by Deborah Coggins Gammon 

At the Methodist church last night was witnessed one of 
the prettiest double weddings ever celebrated in Wilson. The 
contracting parties were Mr. John T. Williams, a member of 
the firm of Godwin & Williams, and one of Wilson’s most 
progressive young merchants, and Miss Mattie Howard, a 
daughter of our highly esteemed townsman, Mr. B. A. How- 
ard. 

The second couple were Mr. R. G. Bullock, of Charleston, 
S.C. and Miss Annie Williford, of Elm City. The bridal 
party entered to the inspiring strains of the wedding march, 
in the following order. The four ushers Messrs. T. J. Hadley 
Jr., Lacy Farrior, J. B. Batts and B. E. Howard, came first 
and took their position, two on either side of the main isle. 
Next followed a flower girl, Miss Mary Williford, who took 
up a position on the left of the minister, then came Miss 
Howard with her maid of honor, Miss Nannie Gardner; as 
they approached the altar they were met by the groom and 
his best man, Mr. F. M. Williams. Next came another flower 
girl, Miss Mamie Jennings, who stood on Mr. Iveys right, 
then Miss Williford entered with her sister, Miss Hattie Wil- 
liford and were met by the groom and his friend Mr. A. G. 
Cox. The services were read by Mr. Ivey in the most impres- 
sive manner, and the four were made two in short order. 

Immediately after the cermony the bridal party gathered at 
the residence of Mr. John D. Williams, where an elegant sup- 
per was served. The two happy couples left on the south 
bound train for Charleston, S. C. 

The Advance wishes them a pleasant journey. 

[Typed as originally printed.] 

[Editor’s note: Marriages of Wilson County, North Carolina, 
1855-1899, abstracted by J. Robert Boykin, III contains these 
entries for the marriages: 

Williams, John T. to Mattie Howard. (License issued on 
May 29, 1895) Male: 27, white, Wilson Co. resident. Female: 
20, white, Wilson Co. resident. Marriage performed by Rev. 
Thos. N. Ivey, Min. of the Gospel, on May 29, 1895 at Meth. 
Church, Wilson. Witnessed by : E. K. Wright, Albert Ander- 
son and Jno. A. Corbett. 

Bullock, Robt. G. to Annie Williford. (License issued on 
May 29, 1895) Male: 21, white, Charleston, S. C. resident. 
Female: 19, white, Elm City resident. Marriage performed by 
T. N. Ivey, M. E. Min., on May 29, 1895 at M. E. Church. 
Witnessed by Thos. Hadley, Jr., E. K. Wright and Albert 
Anderson. 

An effort to identify the families of the brides indicates that 
Mattie may have been the daughter of Ben and Millicent 
Howard who lived in Saratoga Township at the time of the 
1880 census, with sons George F., age 13; Benjamin E., age 
8; and Mattie J., age S. 

Annie and Hattie Williford were the daughters of George 
W. Williford who lived in Toisnot Township at the time of 
the 1880 census with his wife Nannie, age 23; daughters 
Flora, age 7; Annie, age 5; Hattie, age 3; Mary, age 6 months. 
Wilson County, North Carolina, 1880 Census, abstracted by 


| Jesse J., age 2. Dillie Whitfield, age 69, is recorded as living 
_ im the next household. ] J. Robert Boykin, III] 
ee ne 
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MEMBERS OF JESSE S. BARNES CAMP OF 


CONFEDERATE VETERANS, NO. 1264, WILSON, N.C. 


Contributed by M. M. “Monk” Moore 
[page 1 of 6 pages which will be included in future issues of Trees of Wilson] 
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JOHN HARPER FAMILY 
Contributed by Thomas B. 
Harper, Jr. 


John Harper, farmer 


born 7 OCT 1805 in Edgecombe Co. 
died 23 NOV 1879 in Wilson, N.C. 
buried in Maplewood Cemetery 
married 15 NOV 1827 to 
Mary Barnes 
born 10 MAY 1810 
died 27 MAR 1895 in Wilson, N. C. 
buried in Maplewood Cemetery 
Children: 
Martha Harper 
born 18 OCT 1828 
died 11 MAY 1900 in Wilson, N. C. 
married Joseph J. Bryant on 13 
JULY 1854 in Edgecombe Co. 
William Harper 
born 10 MAY 1830 
died 15 APR 1888 in Eutah Ala. 
John D. Harper, merchant 
born 19 MAR 1832 
died | JUNE 1882 in Kingstree S.C. 
married Margaret Wilson on 20 
NOV 1857 in Pee Dee Dist., S. C. 
military service: Co. D, 2nd SC Reg. 
Res., 1861- 
Elizabeth Harper 
born 11 APPR 1834 
died 1854 
James Harper, turpentine mfg. 
born 19 DEC 1836 
died 14 MAR 1882 in Kingstree SC 
buried in Presb. Cem., Kingstree 
Mary Ann Harper 
born 24 MAR 1839 
died in Ocala, Fla. 
spouse Edward Tucke 
Matilda Priscilla Harper, school 
teacher 
born 1842 
married Nathaniel Allen about 1868 
Edwin H. Harper, farmer & real estate 
born 8 FEB 1845 
died 14 JUNE 1914 in Kingstree SC 
buried in Presb. Cem., Kingstree 
married Sarah Thermutis Davidson 
on 6 DEC 1877 in Georgetown SC 
military service as Confed. Courier 
in N. C. & Va., 1863-Appomatox 
Emily Jane Harper 
born 1847 
died in Ridgeway, N. C. 
Samuel Arthur Harper 
born 6 OCT 1849 


Births of Mary Barnes and all of the 
children were in what is now Wilson 
County, N.C. 
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(Sugg, continued from page 74) 

born in Bristol, England, in about 1635. 
There were a number of Suggs in the 
west of England throughout Gloucester- 
shire prior to the arrival of William in 
Virginia about 1660. He married a Miss 
Brown and had at least three sons after 
moving to Norfolk County. These were 
William (1663-1707), George (1665- 
1735), and Joseph (1668-7). 

George is thought to be the ancestor of 
our local line. He married Sarah Ives and 
had at least one son, Aquilla Sugg (1706- 
1780). George and Sarah moved to Edge- 
combe County. Family history says that 
Aquilla was born in Britain, but we have 
not found proof of that. It is possible that 
George spent some time in Britain as an 
agent or “Factor,” and he may had taken 
his wife along. A Factor took agricultural 
products on consignment from farmers, 
exported them to Britain, and sold them, 
remitting the income to the farmer less 
his expenses and commission (usually 10 
percent). There were many very wealthy 
Factors in the 18th century. The City of 
Glasgow, Scotland, reached its greatest 
glory in that period based on the income 
of Factors who handled American to- 
bacco. 

It has been said that Aquilla served in 
the American Revolution although he was 
an old man at the time. It is more likely 
that he was named as a patriot for provid- 
ing supplies to the Continental Line. He 
was a merchant in Edgecombe County 
with business interests in Beaufort where 
he maintained a warehouse. Aquilla and 
wife Elizabeth Battle had two children, 
Aquilla Jr. (1730-1781) and John (1732- 
1790). Both sons served the nation in the 
Revolution. Both married and Aquailla Jr. 
left one daughter. John married and had 
eleven children who are the ancestors of 
the Sugg family in our area. John oper- 
| ated a warehouse in Williamsburg as part 
| Of his father’s busines interests and later 
moved to Dobbs/Greene County where he 
died. Nine of his children were born in 
| Williamsburg, the remaining two in 
| Dobbs County. 

The descendants of the eleven children 
_ of John Sugg are widely spread through- 
out our area today and have intermarried 
_ with many other founding families, in- 
_ cluding Exum, Harper, Dixon, Mewborn, 
_ Pridgen, Eason, and others. 
Henry & Sue Powell 
With information provided by 


Charles Clement Lucas M.D. 
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HATCHER LODGE 
SCHOOL CLASS 

The Wilson Times, April 29, 
1914 

Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 

The closing exercises of Hatcher 
Lodge school were held Friday night. 
The teachers, Misses Daisy Jordan and 
Mamie Saterfield were assisted in the 
exercises by Mr. W. T. Barnes, of 
Rock Ridge, who acted as manager; 
and by Mrs. Esther Barnes, who pre- 
sided at the organ. 

The children gave every evidence of 
thorough training and discipline. 

At the close of the school exercises 
Mr. Barnes presented Dr. Thos. M. 
Jordan, of Raleigh, who had been re- 
quested to deliver an address upon 
sanitary education, and the lack of 
proper consideration given to it in the 
public schools. 

During the remarks, Dr. Jordan re- 


ferred to Prof. Coon, superintendent of 


public education, in Wilson county, in 
very complimentary terms, saying that 
he heartily agreed with Prof. Coon in 
his views, that the system of public 
education and teaching in the public 
schools of the state needed changing. 
The doctor suggests that the time de- 


voted to wars and the study of warriors 


should be devoted to hygiene, and 
learning how to live. He gave it as his 
opinion, that the slow progress in sani- 
tary education in our state was due to 
the fact of our not having it properly 
and persistently taught to the child 
while he is yet in school. 

[{Editor’s note: This may have been 
Lodge School in Oldfields Township. 
Verification is requested from readers. } 


i PROF. J. D. REID INVITED 
| TO SPEAK AT NATIONAL 
| MEETING 

| 7he Wilson Times, January 
129, 1917 

i Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 

1 INVITATION TO SPEAK 


I Prof. J. D. Reid, principal of the Col- 


| ored Graded Schools in this city, and a 

I man who is a Jeader in his profession 
has been invited to deliver an address 

| before the National Association of 

| Teachers of Colored Schools in New 

y Orleans, July 29". Reid expects if pos- 

/ sible to make the trip. 
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The Sunny Side of Genealogy 

Overheard at a genealogical society 
meeting: 

“Jane is a sweet gal, but she needs 
some help with her genealogy. She 
thinks that oak in the backyard is her 
family tree.” 

“Her mother told her that Time is 
Relative and now she is looking for 
her ancestor named Time.” 


Queries 
Questions about Wilson County 
families may be emailed to 


WilsonNC@Yahoogroups.com or to 
ancestor@wegs.org. 


Queries from WCGS members will 
be automatically posted and printed in 
the next available issue of Trees. Que- 
ries from non-members may be posted 
on the internet discussion group at the 
discretion of WCGS. 

To become a member of the list, 
visit our web site at http:/Awww.wegs. 
org 
Go to the “discussion” section to view 
previous queries and answers or to 


join the group or post a query. 


WCGS members have full posting 
privileges for the E-group. 


Notice 

The Wilson County Public Li- 
brary is no longer open on 
Thursday evenings due to 
budget cuts from the State and 
the County. It is open Mon-Wed 
9:00 AM 9:00 PM, Thurs-Sat. 
9:00 AM-6:PM 


His reputation as a fund raiser here in 
Wilson county, and the efforts he has 
made to improve the schools in this 
county have redounded so greatly to 
his credit and given him so much repu- 
tation abroad that he is requested to tell 
them how he does it and therefore he 
has been asked to speak on the follow- 
ing subject: “How the negro school 
supervisor influences the school and 
supervisor influences funds to better 
the schools.” 

The invitation comes from the Presi- 
dent of the National Teachers Associa- 
tion, W. H. Singleton, Chattanooga, 
Tenn. 
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September 2003 


Hello, 

Autumn is just 
around the corner, and 
with it will come the 
indoor search season. Buckle down be- 
fore the holiday rush and take that trip to 
Raleigh, Greenville, Richmond, Wash- 
ington or wherever to add more to your 
family history. And if you have not yet 
made the first excursion to any of these 
locations, then pick one and make your 
plans. Remember to design your search 
time so that you get maximum value 
from your visit. Set an objective, e.g. “I 
am going to the Virginia State Archives 
to search for my 4th great grandfather 
who lived in Sussex County in 1790.” 
That will send you to the microfilm col- 
lection of records of that county and will 
likely provide valuable information. Be 
sure to allow some free browsing time 
as well. That library has a wealth of 
stuff that is just fun to look at, being the 
repository of relics of our Nation’s birth 
at Jamestown. 

Richmond is a do-able day trip from 
Wilson and there is free parking in the 
basement of the Library-Archives. 

Be sure to mark your calendar for Sep- 
tember 23rd when Tim Rackley will 
bring us up to speed on Nash County re- 
cords. You can’t miss this! 


President’s 


Message 











Sue Powell 


eG eae ea 
Highlights of This Issue 


Family Connections-Strokestown.....86 
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Wilson County Genealogical Society 


Tim Rackley to speak at 
September 23rd Meeting 


After our summer recess, we will 
meet again at 7:00 pm, on September 
23rd at Durwood Stancil Refrigeration, 
3425 Ward Blvd., Wilson. 

We are pleased to announce that Tim 
Rackley of Kernersville will provide 
our program. Tim has made a fine repu- 
tation for himself and has won awards 
for his work on Nash County records. 
His hour-long presentation will give 
members a much better idea of what 
information is available and how to use 
it. Tim says he has a good deal of new 
information as well. Remember that 
Nash County provided a portion of our 
present Wilson County and that you will 
find records of many ancestors in Nash 
County records prior to 1855. You can’t 
afford to miss this meeting. 

Tim will bring a selection of his many 
publications for purchase if desired. He 
is also co-author of the monumental 
Rackley Family Genealogy along with 
his cousin, Eloise Potter (who also au- 
thored the best-selling Birds of North 
Carolina). 

Also at the September meeting, the 
nominations for officers for 2004 will 
be presented, and the floor will be open 
for additional nominations. The follow- 
ing nominees will be submitted: 

President: Carol Forbes 

Vice-President: Sue Powell 

Secretary: Frances Roberson 

Treasurer: Henry Powell 

Member of the Board: Mary Anne 
Sheak (2 years to complete Carol 
Forbes’ term) 

Member of the Board: Judy O’Neal 
(3 year term) 

Our bylaws specify that the nomina- 
tions be presented at the September 
meeting and the floor to be open for ad- 
ditional nominations of persons who 
have agreed to serve if elected. The 
election will be held in October. 
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HERITAGE QUEST 

Our Wilson County Public Library has 
recently subscribed to Heritage Quest, 
and we wanted to spread the word about 
this search tool to those in the Wilson 
area. For those who are not in our area, 
we encourage you to locate a library that 
provides this service or to ask your li- 
brary to consider subscribing. 

Heritage Quest has two components: 
census and books. 

It is a tool for finding families in the 
censuses. Their search engine is not yet 
complete, but when it is, one will be 
able to search each of the censuses by 
name of the head of household for all 
states. The years 1790, 1800, 1810, 
1820, 1860, 1870, 1890 (a small part of 
this census was not destroyed), 1910, 
1920 are nearly complete. To perform a 
search, one enters the name of the head 
of the household, selects the year, and 
selects the state or “all states.” The re- 
sults of the search are displayed which 
could range from none found to multiple 
entries. When there are multiple entries 
found, several characteristics are dis- 
played to help one narrow the search. 
When a family is found, the actual cen- 
sus page can be viewed and printed. 

If the census for the area one is search- 
ing has not been completed, that infor- 
mation is given; however, one might 
need to read the information section to 
learn what is not yet available. For those 
areas and for the other censuses, a 
browse search can be done, but it is 
cumbersome unless one knows the 
county and township. 

Your editors have used Heritage Quest 
and have been successful in finding per- 
sons in states in the mid-west that we 
had previously been unable to locate. 

The book search section allows one to 
search for information about ancestors 
or relatives or places and to browse 
books and publications. The actual 
pages of the books listed can be read. 
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This chronicle is published by the Wilson County 
Genealogical Society, organized February 26, 
1991. There were sixteen founding members. 
Address: P.O. Box 802, Wilson, NC 27894-0802. 
Telephone 252-243-1660. Internet address: 
http://Awww.wcgs.org 

Trees is published monthly except for Decem- 
ber and July. An annual index is published in a 
spring issue. Trees is indexed in PERSI Active 
membership is for a calendar year and includes a 
subscription to the ten issues published each year 
or issues remaining from the date of receipt of 
payment. Annual individual membership is $15. 

Materials of genealogical interest to the mem- 
bers of WCGS are accepted for publication at the 
discretion of the Editors and should pertain to 
families with connections in Wilson County and 
its neighboring and parent counties. WCGS can- 
not accept any responsibility for the content of 
contributed materials, including errors and omis- 
sions. Please direct any questions to the contribu- 
tor. Their names and addresses will be provided 
upon request for worthwhile purposes. 

Queries from WCGS members are accepted 
and posted at WilsonNC@yahoogroups.com 
Officers 2001 

President: Sue Powell 

Vice President: Mary Anne Sheak 

Secretary: Frances Roberson 

Treasurer: Henry Powell 

Board Members: Carol Forbes, Dick Rountree, 

Grace Turner 

Past Presidents: Joan Howell, Reese Ferrell, 

Katye Alford, Henry Powell, Sue Powell, Carol 

Forbes 

Newsletter Editors: Henry & Sue Powell 

Contributors: Grace Turner, 

J. Robert Boykin II, Albert Page, Lisa Y. 

Henderson, Horace Peele, Richard F. Barnes. 
Committees: 

H.B. Johnston Papers: Sue Powell 

Cemetery Publications: Joan Howell 

Internet Coordinators: Horace Peele & Henry 

Powell 

Wilson Founding Families: Marion Moore 

Programs: Sue Powell, Carol Forbes 
Please send address changes to WCGS, PO Box 
802, Wilson, NC 27894. 

Email: ancestor@wegs.org 

Trees is mailed under our non-profit bulk mailing 
permit to subscribers of record at the date of mail- 
ing. Bulk mail is not forwarded by the Post Office. 


Contents © 2002 Wilson County Genealogical 
Society, Inc. All rights reserved, No items may 
be used without permission in writing from 
WCGS except for brief reviews. 


WCGS has been designated as a 501(c)3 non- 
profit corporation by the U.S. Internal Revenue 
Service. The Tax Identification number for 
WCGS is 56-1869136. 
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Family Connections—The Strokestown Disaster 
Wilson Daily Times, August 19, 2003 


This month we share information about a group of immigrants who 
came to America in desperation, starving and penniless. These were the 
Irish potato famine immigrants, victims of a vicious potato blight 
which destroyed their primary source of food for two years in a row, 
and victims of a harsh landlord/tenant system left from the middle 
ages. 

We focus our report on the ancient Irish kingdom of Connaught, an- 
cestral lands of the Clan O'Connor, which includes the modern coun- 
ties of Roscommon, Leitram, Longford, Cavan and Sligo. This area is 
in north-central Ireland, about 75 miles north-east of Dublin and is still 
today the poorest part of the Republic of Ireland. The ancient land 
rights and traditions lasted longer here than any place else in Ireland, 
and local families stayed put for centuries. This caused a population 
glut by the 1800s, and the failure of the critical potato crop brought dis- 
aster. 

The largest land owner of the period was the Mahon family who con- 
trolled about 15,000 acres of agricultural land scattered over several 
counties. Their family home was a handsome Georgian mansion house 
in the village of Strokestown in County Roscommon. Dennis Mahon, 
the family head at the time of the famine, suddenly became faced with 
thousands of tenants who could not pay their rent or feed themselves. 
Under the existing Irish law, he was required to take care of these ten- 
ants. 

History has shown Mahon to have good intentions but weak charac- 
ter. He left management of the estates to his overseer who was totally 
lacking in compassion and whose answer to the problem of starving 
tenants was to hire several ships, pack them full of people, and send 
them off to Canada. The overcrowded ships had inadequate food and 
little medical assistance, and, by the time that the ships arrived in Can- 
ada, over half the passengers had died. 

When word of this slaughter reached Strokestown, there was a great 
uproar and call for redress. Mahon disclaimed responsibility and, for 
his efforts, was greeted with a bullet through his head on a dark night 
from an unknown assailant. New managers were appointed to deal with 
the yet-unresolved matter of starving tenants, and a solution was imme- 
diately forthcoming. Over 3,000 tenants were evicted from their homes 
for non-payment of rent, leaving starving families to wander the coun- 
tryside, scrounging for morsels of food and living in ditches, pig sties 
or wherever a shelter could be found. The county governments stepped 
in to help but were badly financed. Many displaced persons were sent 
to workhouses, nasty places but an improvement over living in a pig 
sty. The British Government (Ireland was still a part of the Kingdom of 
Great Britain at that time) organized emigrations and many shiploads 
were transported to America. In all, over four million Irish residents 
were brought to American in a four year period. 

The magnitude of this people movement was so vast that records 
have yet to be found for some of the passengers. This is a tremendously 
difficult challenge for those with Irish famine ancestors. In the case of 
these writers, there was great-grandfather Cox who showed up in 
Stantonsburg in 1860, served in the Civil War, married, had a child, 
and died in 1875, all the while having left no records of his origins. 

Exhaustive research over the years has finally led us to the 
Strokestown Estate. The Cox ancestor has not yet been located, but we 
have found members of what may be his extended family and have 
traced them from Strokestown to New York and to the prairie land 

(Continued on page 87) 
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FOREIGN BORN WILSON COUNTY 


RESIDENTS IN 1860 and 1870 
Compiled from the Wilson County 1860 Census 
Bavaria 
Jacob Friedler, coach trimmer 
Philip Korn, cabinet maker, and Barbara Korn 
Canada 
Ella Normans, Principal, Female School 
England 
William Hayman, painter, and Emily Hayman 
Charles Ibbetson, merchant, and Ann Ibbetson, Thomas B. 
Ibbetson, Elizabeth A. Ibbetson, Edith Ibbetson 
France 
Sophia Moranda, teacher of French 
Ireland 
John C. Callaghan, tailor; Lewis Cox, harness maker 
____ Fullitten, harness maker; John C. McBride, watchmaker 
McGuire, plasterer; Malone, tailor 
Martin Mulane, tailor, Mrs. Mulane, domestic 
Scotland 
H. D. Patton, painter 
Spain 
Louis DeArker, painter 
West India Island 
Anthony Nadal, coach maker 


All but Ella Normans lived in the Town of Wilson. Ella 
lived in Wilson District. Only three of these persons were 
still here in 1870—Lewis Cox, John McBride, and Anthony 
Nadal. 


Compiled from the Wilson County 1870 Census 
Bavaria 
Frank Rohledor, butcher 
Emil Rosenthal, merchant, DG retail, and Vena Rosenthal 
Canada 
Charles Norton, farmer 
England 
John Dickinson, farm laborer 
Greece/Island of Crete 
Angelo Benton, minister; Henry E. Benton, rail road agent 
{sons of American missionaries in Crete] 
Ireland 
Lewis Cox, saddle & harness maker; A Dynott, plumber 
John Johnson, stone mason; Patrick Linchan, stone mason 
John McBride, watch maker; Charles Onell, carpenter 
James Onell, tailor 


Italy 
Joseph Conte, G & DG merchant, retail, and Mary Conte 
Poland 
Jacob Goldstien, store clerk; Dan’] Wassiwaski, store clerk 
Prussia 


Aaron Cohn, dry goods merchant, and Lena Cohn, Rosa 
Cohn, Lewis Cohn 
Wyatt Cohn, dry goods merchant, retail, and Jesse Cohn 


_ William Harriss, merchant, DG retail, Rusa Harriss 


Isaac Hecht, store clerk; Marcus Hecht, D G merchant 


Samuel! Hirsh, G & D merchant; Hugh Rudolph, musician 


Spain 
| Lewis/Louis Auguer/DeArker/Arquer, ornamental painter 


Switzerland 

Fredk. Betcher, farm laborer 

Jacob Miller, farm laborer, and Anna Miller, Condrat Miller, 
farm laborer, Herman Miller, farm laborer, John Miller, 
Jacob Miller, Amelia Miller, Edor Miller 

David Moore, farm laborer, and Mariah Moore, Godfrey 
Moore, Eliza Moore, Rosena Moore 

West Indies St. Martins Island 
Anthony Nadal, farmer 
Wirtenburg 


‘ Abraham Oettinger, store clerk 


Frank Betcher lived in Black Creek Township, and the 
Aaron Cohn family lived in the Town of Black Creek. The 
Wyatt Cohn family, Jno. Dickson, Samuel Hirsh, Joseph and 
Mary Conte lived in Joyners Township. The David Moore 
family lived in Saratoga. Charles Norton lived in Springhill 
Township, and the Jacob Miller family and (in 1870) Lewis 
Cox (he was in Wilson in 1860) lived in Stantonsburg Town- 
ship. James Onell, A. Dynott, and Lewis Auguer lived in Wil- 
son Township. All the others lived in the Town of Wilson. 


(Strokestown, cont. from page 86) 

settlements of the 1850s. Research continues and we hope to 
eventually make a connection to show the continuity for the 
great-grandfather from Strokestown to Stantonsburg. 

The last member of the Mahon family died late in the 20th 
century, and the mansion house was put up for sale by auc- 
tion. It was purchased by a local filling station owner who 
wanted some of the land for parking. Soon realizing the his- 
torical significance of his purchase, the new owner made ar- 
rangements with the Irish Government to restore the mansion 
and to open a museum there to commemorate the disaster of 
Strokestown in 1846. The museum, house, and gardens are 
open to the public and should be a required visit for anyone 
with an ancestor who arrived in the United States at the time 
of the famine. We all need this kind of experience to help us 
to appreciate the freedom and plenty that we take for granted 
today. 

Further information on Strokestown is available on the 
internet at ... http://www.strokestownpark.ie/. 

While there have been numerous films made on the subject 
of famine immigration, there is one which closely parallels 
our own particular family situation, that being Far and 
Away, a 1998 Ron Howard production with Tom Cruise as 
the young immigrant. Rated PG-13, it is available at local 
outlets. 

We have one poignant souvenir from our visit to 
Strokestown in May of this year. It is a reprint of the page 
from a local newspaper in 1847 which lists some 3,000 ten- 
ants who were evicted from the Strokestown Estates. This 
was printed by the local bishop in an effort to embarrass the 
Mahon family. That family later pointed out that the Bishop's 
own family had been guilty of similar practices, so the matter 
was dropped but not forgotten. 

Other early Irish immigrants to Wilson include O'Cal- 
laghan, McBride, McGuire, Malone, Mulane and O'Nell. 
Census records indicate that they either moved away or died 


without children. 
Henry & Sue Powell 
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YOUTHFUL WILSON 
The Wilson Times, May 13, 1913 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 
Some Interesting Glimpses of Former Days from Two Old 
Newspapers 
(From the Ledger.) 

A short time ago I received through the kindness of Rev. 
Edward Stone, of Rutland, Vermont, two copies of the Wil- 
son Ledger, April 28, 1858 and July 1, 1858. Mr. Stone was 
a teacher here in 1857. These papers give one a glimpse of 
the life of Wilson nearly 55 years ago. 

In April 1858 William H. Bunn was the editor of the 
Ledger in the political department and D. S. Richardson was 
the editor in the literary department. The publisher of the 
Ledger was A. D. Tumbro. In July 1858, A. D. Tumbro had 
taken the place of Mr. Bunn as political editor. The April 28, 
1858, Ledger was volume one, number nine. The July 1, 
1858 Ledger was volume one, number eighteen. The price of 
the Ledger was $2.00 a year. Advertisements of 12 lines or 
less were inserted at $1__[?] for the first insertion and 20 
cents for each subsequent insertion. The Ledger was a four 
page, seven column paper whose motto was, “Independent in 
all things; neutral in nothing.” It was devoted to the progress, 
mental, moral and social of all classes, sexes, ages, and de- 
nominations.” 

Town and County Officers in 1858. 

The Ledger of April 28, 1858 said that the officers of the 
town of Wilson were the following: George Howard, mayor; 
Thomas C. Davis, treasurer; James D. Barnes, Jacob B. Bar- 
nes and Jesse H. Adams, commissioners. The Superior court 
officers were Geo. S. Stevenson, solicitor; W. S. Duggan, 
clerk; and Wm. H. Bunn, clerk and master in equity. The 
officers of the court of pleas and quarter sessions were Dr. 
A. G. Brooks, chairman; T. C. Davis, clerk; George Howard, 
Jr., county attorney. 

The county officers were Elias Barnes sheriff; Silas Lucas, 
court crier; B. H. Barden, county trustee; R. J. Taylor, regis- 
ter of deeds; A. H. Aycock, coroner; R. W. Ellis, surveyor 
and Joseph Barbee, standard keeper. 

The court of wardens were composed of Mabry Rentfrow, 
Jesse Peel, treasurer, Josiah Barnes, Wm. Thompson, Jas. D. 
Barnes, James Barnes, Hartwell Williford and John G. Wil- 
liams, clerk. 

The finance committee were John G. Williams, J. D. Roun- 
tree and Washington Barnes. The board of superintendents 
of common schools were L. D. Farmer, chairman; William 
Barnes, Jr., Asa Barnes, J. T. Dew and Edwin Barnes. 

Wilson’s First Fire Company. 

The following account of the organization of Wilson’s first 
fire company is from the Ledger of April 28, 1858: 
“Pursuant to a previous notice the citizens of Wilson con- 
vened in the court house on Tuesday night, the 20" inst., on 
motion of F. W. Taylor, William Murray was called to the 
chair and S. Fountain appointed secretary. 

“The chairman explained the object of the meeting to be 
the organization of a fire company in the town of Wilson. 
After a few remarks from C. Parker relative to the use and 
expediency of a fire company on motion of A. D’G. Tumbro, 


the roll was open to receive enlistments. After some remarks 
from John T. Barnes and T. F. Bain in regard to appointing 
committees, on motion of T. F. Bain, the meeting went into 
the election of officers. 

“On motion of A. D’G. Tumbro, C. Parker was declared 
President of the company by acclamation. 

“Jno. T. Barnes was duly elected Vice President; L. Sauls, 
Secretary; C. J. Rountree, Treasurer; J. Beaman, R. D. Alley, 
T. F. Bain, Directors of the company. 

“On motion a committee of three, Jno. T. Barnes, C. Parker 
and L. Sauls were appointed to draw up by-laws. 

“On motion of J. T. Barnes, C. J. Rountree, L. H. Moye 
and A. D’G. Tumbro were appointed to draw up a subscrip- 
tion and circulate the same in aid of contributions and wait 
upon the commissioners and ask aid from the town funds. 

“On motion of L. H. Moye, the thanks of the meeting were 
tendered to the chairman and secretary for the faithful dis- 
charge of their duties. 

“On motion the proceedings of this meeting be published 
in the Wilson Weekly Ledger. 

“On motion of C. Parker, the meeting adjourned to meet 
again on Monday night week.” 

The Ledger adds that 27 names were enrolled at this first 
meeting as members of the company. In another column it 
says: “Our quiet town was thrown into considerable excite- 
ment on Friday morning last by the alarm of fire and the 
ringing of the bells. The result was nothing more or less than 
the burning of a rosin barrel. Ichabod things [sic.] that if our 
new fire company had had their engine, some body would 
have got a ducking.” 


JOHN M. STEPHENSON OBITUARY 
Zion’s Landmark, September 15, 1903 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 

By request of the bereaved companions I send you for publi- 
cation a notice of the death of our dear brother, John M. Ste- 
phenson. Brother Stephenson was a son of old Elder Stephen- 
son of Johnson county, N. C. He was borned September 3, 
1833, and died January 29, 1903, making his stay here on 
earth 69 years, 9 months and 26 days. His disease was paraly- 
sis, from which he was a great sufferer for months though he 
was patiently attended to by his wife and children and friends. 
He leaves a wife and five children, one son and four daughters 
to mourn the loss of him, who was so dear to them. Brother 
Stephenson always filled the position that he was appointed to 
well. He was received into the fellowship of the Primitive 
Baptist Church at Upper Town Creek Thursday before the 
second Sunday in October, 1897. He was chosen deacon in 
May, 1900, and appointed treasurer in June of the same year. 
He was a faithful member, a good deacon and treasurer, filling 
his offices well, and many years before he united with the 
church his walk was much more like a Baptist should be than 
great many whose names were upon the church roll. Brother 
Stephenson was also a good neighbor. In my judgment this 
scripture is never better filled that says honor thy father and 
mother than it is when children so kindly and patiently attend 
to them, as the children of Bro. Stephenson did during his af- 
flictions. I would be glad that all children could have that 
much care for their parents. 


[The rest of the article was torn.] Jeremiah [last name missing] 


i 
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THE WILSON TIMES DIRECTORY 
Friday, April 17, 1896 
Contributed by Richard F. Barnes 


DIRECTORY. 
Departure of Trains. 

N. Bound. S. Bound 
Between Florence and Weldon, 
No. 78. No. 23. 

1:20 P. M. leaves Wilson 2:05 P. M. 


Between Wilmington and Norfolk: 
No. 48. No. 49. 
1:00 P. M.leaves Wilson, 2:10 P. M. 


“Shoo Fly”—Wilmington to Rocky Mount: 


No. 40. No. 41 
10:23 P. M. Leaves Wilson, 6:20 A. M. 


Through Trains: 
Between Florence and Weldon: 
No. 32. No.35 
11:35 P. M. Leaves Wilson, 11:18 P. M. 


Local Freight—North Bound: 
Leaves Wilson 7:05 A. M. 


County Officers. 
Board of Commissioners: 
W. W. Farmer, Chairman 
Perry Renfrow, J.J. Bynum, 
W. D. P. Sharp, William Woodard, Jr. 


J. W. Crowell, Sheriff, 

W. E. Deans, Deputy, 

J. D. Bardin, Clerk of Superior Court. 
W. M. Wells, Register of Deeds, 

W. T. Farmer, Treasurer, 

F. W. Taylor, Standard Keeper, 

Dr. C. E. Moore, Coroner, 

James W. Taylor, Surveyour. 


Town Officers 
Aldermen: 
John L. Weaver, 1° Ward. 
| 2.B. Deans, 2 “ 
| Emest Deans, 3% “ 
| Geo. Hackney, 4" <“ 
wer, Bilis, 5" 
_ Jno. F. Bruton, Mayor; 
Jno. R. Moore, Town Clerk. 








Police: 
D. P. Christman, Chief 
Ephriam Harrell, Frank Felton, 
James Marshbourne. 
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Churches. 

St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church, Rev. J. C. Wingate, Rec- 
tor; morning services 11 o’clock, evening 7:30 o’clock. Sun- 
day School at 3 o’clock, P. M. Prayer meeting Wednesday 
and Friday, 5 o’clock P. M. 

Methodist Church, Rev. T. N. Ivey, Pastor; services at 1} 
A. M. and 7:30 P. M. Sunday School, 3 P. M., J. F. Bruton, 
Supt. Prayer meeting Wednesday night at 7:30. 

Disciples Church, Rev. D. W. Davis, Pastor; services on 
Second, Third and Fourth Sundays at 11:00 A. M. and 7:30 
P. M. Prayer meeting every Thursday night. Sunday School 
at 3 o’clock, P. M., Geo. Hackney, Supt. 

Presbyterian Church. Sunday School at 3 o’clock, P. M. 
Missionary Baptist Church as follow: Preaching Sunday 
morning at 11 o’clock and at 8 p. m. Rev. J. A. Rood Pastor, 
Prayer meeting Wednesday evening at 8 o’clock. Sunday 

School at 3 p. m. D. S. Boykin, Supt. 

Primitive Baptist Church, services every 4°" Sunday and 
Saturday before, at 11 o’clock, A. M.; Elder P. D. Gold, Pas- 
tor. Prayer meeting each Thursday evening at the residence of 
different members of the church. 





Lodges 
Regular meeting of Mt. Lebanon Lodge No. 117 A. F. & A. 
M. are held in their hall, corner of Nash and Goldsboro 
streets on the 1‘ and 34 Monday nights at 7:30 o’clock P. M. 
each month. 
J. D, Bullock, W. M. 
Regular meetings of Mr. Lebanon Chapter No. 27 are held 
in the Masonic Hall every 2"* Monday night at 7:30 o’clock 
P. M. each month. 
Lat Williams, H. P. 


Regular meetings of Mt. Lebanon Commandery No. 7 are 
held in the Masonic hall every 4th Monday night at 7:30 


o'clock each month. 
B.-F. Briggs E.C. 


Regular meetings of Wilson Lodge, k. of H. No. 1694 are 
held in their hall over the First National Bank every 1* 
Thursday evening at 3:30 o'clock, P.M. 

B.F. Briggs, Director 


JOHN BARNES OBITUARY 
The Wilson Times, November 24, 1911 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 

Mr. John Barnes Dead. 

Mr. John Barnes, one of the oldest residents of the county 
and the first child born in this city, passed away at two 
o’clock this morning at his home some two miles from town. 
Mr. Barnes was 75 years of age and first saw the light in 
1836, while the town was incorporated in 1855. 

The services will be conducted at the cemetery tomorrow 
morning at 10:30 by Elder J. F. Farmer of the Primitive Bap- 
tist church. 

The deceased has been in poor health since he was crippled 
sometime ago when he fell from a loaded wagon. 

He has been actively engaged in farming all of his life and 
leaves a wife and one child, Mr. Roscoe Barnes, besides a 
large number of relatives. 
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JESSE BARNES CONFEDERATE 


VETERANS CAMP ROSTER, page 2 


Contributed by M. M. “Monk” Moore 
{Editor’s note: This 1s page 2 of 6 pages. 
Page 1 was included in August 2003 Trees. ] 


Beland, M. P. 
Bestalat: 

Best, J. H. L. 
Barkley, E. T. 
Boykin, Alfred B. 
Brewer, J. A. 
Browning, T. J. 
Boykin, W. T. 
Brasswell, J. H. 
Burross, Jesse R. 
Bartlett, J. W. 
Barkley, J. H. 
Bragg, W. W. 


Coley, P. C. 
Clark, S. P. 
Capps, C. B. 
Carroll, J. R. 
Crocker, Debro 
Cook, J. E. 
Cooley, L. C. 
Christman, D. P. 
Crawley, J. W. 


Dew, Moses 
Davis, B. B. 
Deans, W. E. 
Deans, David 
Davis, Elijah 
Davis, J. M. 
Dunn, Wiley.J. 
Dunn, Robert 
Davis, J. R. 
Dew, John 
Davis, Jos. B. 
Dickerson, Wm. 
Dixon, Thos. 
Daniel, Barnes 


Eason, Moody 
Ellis, Wiley 
Etheridge, Edwin 


Etheridge, Granberry B. 


Etheridge, W. M. 
Evans, Wm. 
Eatman, Taylor 
Eatmon, Irvin C. 
Ellis, Will 
Eatmon, Raymond 
Edwards, W. F. 


Farmer, W. H. 
Ferrell eB: 
Farmer, Wiley W. 
Farmer, J. C. 
Felton, Thos. 


Co. D, 16th Art. 
Co. G, 8th NC 

Co. H, 62nd Art. 
1“ NC 

Co. I, 36th NC Inf. 
Co. A, 68th NC 


Co. H, 16th NC Cav. 


Co. C, Ith NC 
Co. G, 2nd NC Inf. 
Co. I, 30th NC 


Co. F, 36th NC 


Co. I, 15th NC Inf. 
Co. A, 55th NC 
Co. E, 9th NC 


Co. F, 36th NC 


Co. C, 43rd NC 
Co. H, llth NC 

Co. E, 7th NC 

Co. B, 2nd NC 

Co. C, 2nd NC Inf 
Sth 

Co. H, 7th NC Cav. 
Co. H, 7th NC 

Co. G, 40" NC 


Co. H, 7" Cav 
Co. C, 43rd NC Inf. 


Co. I, 61st NC 

Co. C, 43rd NC 
Co. A, 55th NC 
Co. A, 55th NC 
Co. B, 26th NC Inf. 


Co. A, 47th NC 

Co. H, 2nd NC 

Co. B, 2nd NC 

Co. A, 47th NC Inf. 


16th Cav. 

Co. I, 43rd NC 
Co. F, 4th NC Inf. 
Co. F, 4th NC 
Co. E, 2nd NC 


JOHN C. CALLAGHAN NATURALIZATION 


PETITION 
Contributed by Grace W. Turner 
State of North Carolina 

Edgecombe County Superior Court of Law 
Spring Term 1851 
To his Honor the Judge of the Superior Court of Law for said 
County 

The Petition of John C Callaghan showeth unto your Honor 
your petitioner the aforesaid John C. Callaghan that he is na- 
tive of the County of Lowth, kingdom of Ireland, that in the 
year 1847 he emigrated from the port of Liverpool in the 
ship Yorkshire, Capt Bailey, and landed in the City of New 
York during the same year. Your petitioner further shows 
unto your Honor that he now resides in the town of Wilson, 
County aforesaid and has resided there for several years, and 
that he is bona fide desirous of declaring his intention to be- 
come a citizen of the United States of America, and of re- 
nouncing forever, all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign 
prince, potentate, State or sovereignty whatever and particu- 
larly to her majesty Victoria queen of great Britain and Ire- 
land of whom he is now a subject—and therefore prays Your 
Honor that he may be permitted so to do 

Conigland for Petitioner 
I John C. Callaghan, do declare on oath that it is bona fide 
my intention to become a citizen of the United States, and to 
renounce forever all allegiance and fidelity to all and any 
foreign prince, potentate, state or sovereignty whatever, and 
particularly to Victoria queen of the United kingdom of great 
Britain and Ireland 
Sworn to and subscribed in 
Open Court before me this 
10" day of March A. D. 1861 
R H Pender clk 
[Editor’s note: This document was filed with the court to re- 
cord his intention to become a United States citizen. On Sep- 
tember 11, 1853, he again appeared before the court with his 
petition to be admitted as a citizen of the United States. The 
court record shows that it was “ordered by the Court that the 
said John C. Callaghan be admitted a citizen of the United 
States and he is admitted accordingly—and it is ordered that 
these proceedings be recorded.” 

In a separate document, John Callaghan took his oath of 
allegiance to the State of North Carolina. 

John O’Callaghan, born in 1818, worked as a tailor. In 1850 
he lived in the Edgecombe County household of Jno. W. 
Farmer, merchant. On August 14, 1851, he married Penniah 
Thomas in Edgecombe County. In 1860, John and Penina, 
born in 1830, lived in the Town of Wilson. 

John C. O;Callaghan, private, born in County Louth, Ire- 
land, enlisted in Company E. 19th Regiment N. C. T. (2nd 
Regiment, NC Cavalry) on July 8, 1861. He was discharged 
at Camp Campbell, near Kinston, N. C. at the age of 46, on 
August 31, 1862, by reason of “an injury received from the 
fall of a horse.” 

John died in 1863 and Penina died in 1866. At the time of 
her death, she owned two lots in the Town of Wilson which 
were sold and the proceeds divided among her siblings, her 
only heirs.] 


John oCallaghan 
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RICHARD THOMAS FULGHUM 
By Dan Fulghum 
Contributed by Jim Fulghum 

Richard Thomas Fulghum was born in 1841, in Nash 
County, North Carolina. He was the son of James Fulghum 
(b: 1814, in Wayne County, North Carolina) and Abigail 
(unknown last name) (b: in 1818, North Carolina). Richard 
was also the grandson of Jacob Fulghum (b: in 1764, in 
Wayne County, North Carolina) and Elizabeth Smith (b: 
April 13, 1775, married September 10, 1795, in Wayne 
County, North Carolina). 

Richard T. Fulghum enlisted in the Ist Regiment, North 
Carolina Cavalry, 9th Regiment Volunteers. The unit was 
organized at Camp Beauregard, Ridgeway, North Carolina, 
in August 1861. The Ist North Carolina Cavalry was part of 
J. E. B. Stuart's command. The Brigade was commanded by 
Brigadier General Wade Hampton, who sometimes was 
known as a "giant in grey." General Hampton was known as 
a crack shot with his revolver and an expert with a saber. 
Hampton was not a West Point graduate, but appeared to be 
a natural born soldier and leader. Records indicate he was 
also the largest slave owner in South Carolina. His enemies 
hesitated to meet him in face to face action during the Civil 
War because of his reputation as a fierce fighter. Several of 
his horses were killed in battle. 

During this time, Richard Fulghum rose in rank to Regi- 
mental Sergeant Major of the Ist North Carolina Cavalry. 
His unit fought in military actions at Frayser's Farm, Malvern 
Hill, Fairfax Court House, Sharpsburg, Dumfries, Brandy 
Station, Aldie, Upperville, Carlisle, Mine Run, The Wilder- 
ness, Todd's Tavern, Reams' Station, and Five Forks. 

Following Stuart's raid in Dover, Pennsylvania, on July 1, 
1863, the army halted in Dillsburg with captured wagons and 
prisoners. It was there that General Hampton received word 
of the federal army's location at Gettysburg. On July 3, 1863, 
General Hampton engaged federal forces which included 
General George Armstrong Custer and his 7th Michigan 
Wolverines. At one point, in hand to hand fighting, Hampton 
shot three federal troopers from their horses and ran a fourth 
through with his sword. Seeing one of his men surrounded, 
General Hampton charged to the trooper’s assistance knock- 
ing a federal from his horse. Already wounded from fighting 
the day before, Hampton became involved in a duel with 
several of Custer's Wolverines. General Hampton received a 
saber wound to the head, but managed to kill several more 


| federal soldiers before being shot in the arm and receiving a 


shrapnel wound to his side. The General's horse, Beauregard, 
was killed in the action and Hampton lay wounded on the 
battlefield. Sgt. Major Fulghum arrived at the scene and real- 
ized that General Hampton was in danger of being captured 
by Union forces. Fulghum quickly carried the General from 
the field. Hampton was carried back to Virginia in the same 


_ ambulance with Major General John Bell Hood. 


On September 3, 1963, Hampton was promoted to Major 





_ General and later assumed command of Stuart's army after 


_ his death. West Point Graduate, Colonel Lawrence S. Baker, 
_ Was promoted to Brigadier General and was put in command 
| of Hampton's brigade following the July 3rd battle. For his 

| Part in this action, Sergeant Major Richard T. Fulghum was 

| Promoted to Lieutenant and became aide-de-camp for Gen- 
eral Baker. During the Civil War, Fulghum progressed to the 


rank of major. 

After conclusion of the war, Richard settled in Wayne 
County, North Carolina. On September 21, 1867, he married 
Elizabeth Collier (b: October 31, 1843, in New Bern, North 
Carolina), daughter of G. W. Collier and Caroline E. Collier. 

Fulghum was employed for a time by the Wilmington & 
Weldon Railroad (forerunner of the present day CSX Rail- 
road). This railway brought prosperity to eastern North Caro- 
lina and helped in the creation of towns like Mount Olive, 
Calypso, Dudley, Faison, Bowdens, Warsaw, Magnolia, and 
Wallace. When completed, the railroad was 16] miles in 
length and ran from Wilmington to Weldon. At Weldon, it 
connected with lines running to Portsmough, Petersburg and 
Richmond. 

After his time with the railroad, Richard Fulghum became 
a merchant in Goldsboro, From there, he moved to Raleigh 
taking a job with the editorial staff of the News & Observer. 
According to records, the News & Observer had 3,600 morn- 
ing subscribers and 14,000 weekly subscribers. Fulghum 
later became the editor of the Greensboro Patriot in Greens- 
boro, North Carolina. Richard and Elizabeth were the parents 
of George Collier Fulghum; Richard Hampton Fulghum; 
Caroline Fulghum; Elizabeth Collier Fulghum; Susan Collier 
Fulghum; and Alexander Andrews Fulghum. Richard Ful- 
ghum died on September 5, 1885, in Goldsboro, North Caro- 
lina. Richard was buried at Willow Dale, in Goldsboro. 


JOSEPH POPE 
Hugh B. Johnston files 

Joseph Pope, son of Hardyman Pope and wife Sarah, lived 
in Edgecombe County. He died July 1825, in Nash County, 
NIG 

On January 4, 1805, James (x) and Mary (x) Alsobrook of 
Halifax County, Wilkinson and Rebeckah (x) Mabrey of 
Edgecombe County, and Joseph (x) Pope of Edgecombe 
County sold John Knight for £30 in currency three-quarters 
of 40 acres left them in the will of Joseph Braddy (the other 
quarter went to Susannah Knight), adjoining Boaz Kitchen 
and Lawrence, witnessed by Job Braddy and Mary (x) 
Braddy. (Deed Book 11, p. 342) 

On June 25, 1810, Joseph (x) Pope of Edgecombe County 
sold Wilkinson Mabrey for £30 North Carolina currency one 
quarter (52.5 acres) of 110 acres south of Marsh Swamp ad- 
joining Braddy, Biggs, and Willis Howard, and of 100 acres 
south of Marsh Swamp adjoining Biggs and Philip Pope (the 
will of Joseph Braddy said that if Mary Knight died without 
issue, her land would go to his daughters Molly Alsobrook, 
Suckey Knight, Rebeckah Mabrey, and grandson Joseph 
Pope), witnessed by Joshua Lawrence and James Parker. 
(Deed Book 14, p. 330) 

On November 15, 1816, Joseph (x) Pope of Edgecombe 
County sold John Knight for $400.00 a tract of 160 acres 
north of Fishing Creek adjoining Andrew Irwin, John Law- 
rence, Sarah Weeks, and Jesse Pope, witnessed by Benjamin 
Mason and Marshal Bryan. (Deed Book O, p. 49) 

On May 29, 1821, Joseph (x) Pope of Edgecombe County 
sold Willis Bradley for $257.00 a tract of 95 acres adjoining 
the Road, Boaz Kitchen, and Lawrence, witnessed by Philip 
Causey and W. P. Hadly. (Deed Book 17, p. 343) 
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ISHAM EVANS WILL 


State of North Carolina In the name of God Amen I Isham Evans of the County & 
Wayne County State aforesaid being In a low State of health but of a sound 
& perfect mind & memory & noing that its appointed onst for man to die I resine my body up into the hands of that God 
that made it and having also Called to mind my worldly Estate to dispose of as folows 
In the first place my Will & desier is that all my Just debts Shale be paid 


Item I give & bequeath unto my beloved wife Marah Evans one dark bay mare called gin, one bridle & sadle, two feather 
beds & firniture & stids, the firniture is to be but just reasonable one blew painted Chist, one wooling wheeal, one cow & 
calf & five head of the best of my Stock of hogs, ten barrels of corn, three bushels of wheat & five dollars in money, one 


Item I lend unto my beloved wife Marah Evans that part of my lands as follows bengining at the ford of black creek at the 
lower part of broad water & runing from there along my lane up to ward my hous until it cums to the mouth of the guley 
then up the guley along through my field to head then a direct East corse out to Jacob Evans,s line the uper line is to run as 
folows begining at the uperpart of my rock field on black creek then runing just without side of the rock field fence until it 
cums round to the bars between the rock field & the uper field then a South East corse until it striks the litle branch then up 
said branch through my plantation & out to the flax pond the back line all the lands within these lines I lend to my wife 
above mentioned to her her nateral life or widowhood. I also lend her one Iron pot, one p’. of pot hooks, one Iron pot rack, 
one frying pan, two puter dishis, two puter basons, & a half dozen puter plats, half dozen puter spoons, one table, six seting 
chairs, one wevers loom & all the gear belongin there unto, one flax wheeal, Six sider barels, one fluke plow, on cuter plow, 
one weading hoe, one plow frame gear, one water pole & pigin, one pr. [pair] of fier tongs & Shovel, one looking glass, one 
pr. of flat irons, one skilet & one Negro girl by the name of Nance, to her her nateral life or widowhood. 





Item I give & bequeath unto Jacob Evans son of Joel Evans de'. that lower part of my lands lying and being as folows be- 
gining at the run of black creek at the mouth of a gut making out at the rocks at the uper corner of my rock field then runing 
just without side of the rock field fence on East corse until that line cums near the fence of my uper field fence then corner 
then turns & run a Southeast corse until that line Striks a line that my father made between me & my brother John Evans 
then runing with Said line to the corner in the back line which taks in all the lower part of my lands which lands I give to 
him the said Jacob Evans his heirs or assines forever my wifes time excepted as before Writen. I also give him three Negros, 
one man by the name of Gorge, one Woman by the Name Cate, one boy named Dick & there increas to him his heirs or as- 
sines forever 


Item I give & bequeath unto Joel Evans son of Joel Evans dst. All my lands lying above the lands that I give to Jacob Evans 
to him his heirs or assinges forever. I also give him two negros, one girl by the name of bet & one boy by the name of Will 
& their increas to him his heirs or assins for ever 


Item I give & bequeath unto Sally Evans daughter of Joel Evan dst one Negro girl by the Name of Nance after the death or 
widowhood of my wife as above written and her increas to her or heirs for ever 


Item I lend unto Prissila Evans one Negro girl by the Name of Gine to her her Natural live or widowhood & after that I give 
the said Negro girl gine to Polly Evans daughter of Joel Evans dst & her increas to her her heirs forever 


Item I give & bequeath unto Jordan Howell one gray mare by the name of Silse & two hundred dollars to him or his heirs 
forever 


Item I give & bequeath unto my brother David Evans fifty dollars to him or his heirs forever 
Item I give unto my brother John Evans fifty dollars to him or his heirs forever 
Item I give unto Elias Evans son of Joel Evans dst fifty dollars to him or his heirs forever 


My will & desier is that all the rest of my property besids what is given in legase may be sold and the money arising from 
said sale to be divided as folows that is to be Equally divided between all the sons of my brothers David Evans & Joel Ev- 
ans. Except Jacob Evans & Joel Evans which are to have no part of said moneys 


I also constitute & appoint my trusty friends Jacob Evans & Arthur Bardin my hole & sole Executors to this my last Will & 
testament in wittness whereof I have here unto set my hand & fixed my seal Jan 16” 1815 


Isham Evans 
Ecknowed in preasents of 
A‘. Bardin Arthur Bardin and 
Joel Dickinson Jacob Evans qualified as 
William Speir Eccr to the Same 


Isham Evans’s Last Will & testament rec® during May Court 1815. 
[Punctuation was added to facilitate reading. | 
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A CRIMINAL IN THE FAMILY 

By Debra A. Blake, Project Archivist 

North Carolina State Archives 

Reprinted from WCGS UPDATES, Wake County Genealogical Soci- 
ety 

The search for records is the quest of all good genealogists. For many 
of us that search for our ancestors is often frustrating since many of our 
ancestors, especially the non-landowners, left few records. For this rea- 
son a criminal in the family is often a breath of fresh air (so to speak) in 
genealogical research. Criminals, or people that had a brush with the 
law, almost always left records. 

Indeed, some of the most fascinating reading in the North Carolina 
State Archives is court records. Among the court records are the very 
interesting criminal action papers. These papers are actually the only 
ones that can be called "transcripts" of court proceedings. While reading 
these records may necessitate having a copy of Black's Law Dictionary 
alongside since there are many unfamiliar terms (based on English com- 
mon law) in these records, it is usually well worth the effort. In order 
for the researcher to pursue the correct documents a certain amount of 
effort will also be necessary to ferret out and understand the laws in ef- 
fect at the time the crime was committed. Again, it is worth the effort. 

Criminal actions are‘actions by the state against a person who has been 
charged with an offense. Less often it is an action by the state at the be- 
hest of an individual to prevent a crime against that individual. 

A cniminal action begins with the magistrate's preliminary examination. 
The sheriff wrote out an indictment outlming the alleged offense that was 
then taken to the grand jury. The grand jury found the indictment to be 
either a true bill or not a true bill. In the former case the action went to 
court to be tried, otherwise it was dismissed. 

Typically in criminal action files several documents may be found. 
Writs are the most common and are orders that a person perform a cer- 
tain act (or not do a certain act), such as a writ of arrest that commands 
the shenff to take custody of an individual. Another document that may 
appear in criminal action files is a complaint. This nonnally tells why the 
complainant brought the action in the first place. The researcher should 
keep in mind that this document reflects a certain bias on the part of the 
petitioner since it is his or her side of the issue. The indictment is an- 
other document that states the alleged offense. Other common documents 
found would be summonses, subpoenas, arrest writs, bonds and warrants 
that informed the witnesses, as well as, the defendant that they should 
appear in court at a certain time. The defendant's plea may also be a part 
of the file and this is the document in which the defendant spoke to the 
complaint. Again, the researcher should realize that such a document 
contains bias. Depositions can be found in such files and they are the 
Statements of the witnesses. The final document in a criminal action file 
is likely to be the resolution. The resolution is sometimes to continue the 
case, in which instance the researcher now has some additional search- 
ing to do. A completed action may also be appealed so even more 
searching may be called for if the researcher wants all the documentation 
that he or she can find about a particular case. Dockets for that county 
Will be helpful here since they will list the actions and what steps were 
taken in each action. 

Over time in North Carolina criminal actions may have been under- 
taken for a number of offenses, ranging widely from stopping up a ditch 
to murder. An excellent list of such offenses, as well as, a more complete 


__ explanation of criminal actions can be found in Helen Leary's North 
_ Carolina Research in Chapter 18 "Civil and Criminal Action Papers" by 
| Raymond A. Winslow, Jr. 


For very serious crimes after 1868 when North Carolina's new constitu- 


tion stated that state funds would be spent on the erection of a state peni- 
tentiary, researchers must check additional records. Until that time pris- 
ons were the responsibility of the counties, so the researcher would 
search county records. After 1868 the researcher may need to search 
state agency records. Many of these records are restricted so it is a 
good idea to check the Guide to Research Materials in the North Caro- 
lina State Archives: State Agency Records to determine what restric- 
tions apply to these records. Among these records the volumes of great- 
est use to researchers are the Registers of Prisoners 1870-1955. There 
are, among others, alphabetical registers (1870-1933) of prisoners and 
descriptive registers of prisoners (1884-1955). Because there are multi- 
ple entries on each page the registers may not be photo duplicated and the 
researcher may only see the stated entry. 

In my own research I have found that my great, great grandfather, 
though he did not commit the crime, was on the receiving end of a 
crime. He was killed in 1886 in a fight with another man (and that tells 
me something about my ancestor, too). The documents and information 
] found were wonderful and gave me a much clearer (in some ways) 
picture of this particular ancestor and the community in which he lived. 

Documents relating to the commission of crimes provide not only valu- 
able information on and insight into the lives of our ancestors but also on 
the times and society in which our ancestors lived. The charging of some- 
one for the commission ofa crime almost always created a plethora of 
records. And since documents are what the genealogist wants and needs, 
this is a records series guaranteed to please. 


ROBERT AARON JOHNSON 
Hugh B. Johnston files 


Robert Aaron “Bob” Johnson, son of Aaron Johnson and 
wife Winifred Walker, was born in Edgecombe County on 
July 15, 1834. On April 4, 1861, he married Prudence Bul- 
lock, but she soon died. On June 19, 1862, he married her 
sister, Lucinda Bullock, and she died about 1869. On Sep- 
tember 8, 1870, he was listed in Gardner’s Township of Wil- 
son County with three children and property valued at 
$5,350. 

Children of Bob and Lucinda Johnson 
1. James I. Johnson, born 1864, died unmarried in Norfolk, 
Virginia, about 1930. On June 15, 1880, he was aged 15 
and living with Jordan W. Johnson. 
Prudence Johnson, b. 1866. 
Robert Aaron Johnson, Jr., born 1868, died young. In 
1880, June 14, he was aged twelve and lived with Dollie 

Bullock, his widowed grandmother, and uncle George 

Bullock. 

On March 23, 1871, R. A. Johnson married Martha Tho- 
mas (1843-1901), daughter of William Howell Thomas and 
wife Mary Eure of Wilson County. Elder Andrew Jackson 
Moore performed the ceremony. They left Wilson County 
and settled in Lenoir County, where they died. 

Children of Bob and Martha Johnson 
1. Mary Johnson married a Jones and later a Huss and is 
said to have died in Kansas. 
Winnie Johnson married a Rawlings first, but nobody 
seems to remember the name of her second husband. 
She died in South Carolina, leaving children named 
Clyde and Jane, and also a son whose name is not re- 
membered. 


Im 
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THE BASS TORY PROBLEM 
From Hugh Johnston’s files 
26" July, 1779. 
Governor Richard Caswell 
Dear Sir: 

Mr. John Barefoot informed me yesterday that he saw one 
Stanly that was confined in Kingston to a bar of lead, and has 
since been two or three days and nights with the Bass’s, in 
the woods. He told Mr. Barefoot that Moses Bass told him 
that while he was confined in Kingston he watched several 
days for an opportunity to get a loaded Gun, and said if he 
could get one he would be damned to hell if he did not way- 
lay the Road from your house to Kingston and kill you as 
you passed, for you passed every day that way. If you see 
Stanly you can inform yourself of their behaviour while he 
was with them. I am informed that they are determined to kill 
me and Jas. Simms and every other person that attempts to 
take them, if they can, and are determined to fight as long as 
life subsist. I have tried everything and way in my power to 
take them without killing them, but to no purpose. 

I have lived some time in expectation of the State Regi- 
ment coming up, and Capt. [William] Harrison appointed to 
be up last Saturday to try to take them, but he failed coming. 
If neither the State Regiment nor Capt. Harrison will not 
come up, I wish if in your power you’! send me a warrant to 
take them dead or alive, and to destroy what they have if 
they will not surrender themselves, and I will endeavor to get 
some men in whom I can confide, and encamp myself in the 
woods where they pass and try lives with them, as I cannot 
be satisfied to live so, and I do not believe they will surren- 
der till some of them are killed, tho’ I had much rather that a 
part of the state Regiment or Capt. Harrison would come up 
to do something with them, as I expect every time I go out of 
sight of my house to be shot from behind some log, bush or 
thick place. 

I am, Dear Sir, 

Your mo. ob. Serv’t, 
Stephen Cobb 


August 3, 1779. 

This is to certify that on the second day of July, 1779, Mr. 
Jacob [sic] Barefoot, James Simms & Edward Hood, went to 
Moses Bass’s and took said Moses Bass and Elnor Skipper 
for harboring the deserters, Aaron Bass, junr., Ned Bass and 
Caleb Hawley, and that the above mentioned Wm. Bass was 
at Moses Bass’s when they went to take the above offenders, 
and that Wm. Bass was there when they left the house, and 
that after the above-mentioned John Barefoot, James Simms 
& Edward Hood had got about two & a half miles on their 
return with the above Moses Bass and Elnor Skipper, two 
Guns fired, and the said John Barefoot received four wounds 
by said Guns, which was fired from behind a log undiscov- 
ered. 

Stephen Cobb 


Camp, at Capt. Cobbs’, August 3", 1779. 
Governor Richard Caswell 
Sir: 
Agreeable to my orders, I proceeded to this place in order 


to apprehend the vilians by the names of Aaron, Moses, Ed- 
ward, Aaron, jun., and William Bass. After getting the best 
intelligence I could, I went and took three of those villians, 
viz.: Aaron Bass, Senior, Moses and William. The other two, 
I believe, has left these parts, and, by the best accounts I can 
get, they are about sixty miles from this. I have dispatched a 
Sergeant and six men, who I am in hopes will apprehend 
them. The said Moses Bass is the vilian that threatened Your 
Excellency’s life; I therefore send him and William Bass, 
who, I believe, is almost as great a vilian as the other, to your 
Excellency that you may order them sent where you think 
proper, as it is my opinion that said Moses Bass has been 
guilty of treason against the State. 

I think he comes under the Civil power. If your Excellency 
thinks he can be tried by the Military power, the Sergeant 
can carry them in to Col. Lamb, and, if not, he can carry 
them where your excellency will direct. I also send the depo- 
sition of Sarah Lamb against the said William Bass. Jonathan 
Stanley, a Soldier, is witness against the said Moses Bass, 
who I shall send to your Excellency as soon as he returns 
from after the other vilians, and if your Excellency should 
think proper to send the vilians to Col. Lamb, the said 
Stanley can return after them. 

I am your Excellency’s mo. ob. humbl. Serv’t, 

J. Ballard, 
Capt. 3 N. C. Reg’t. 


5" August, 1779 
Governor Richard Caswell 
Kind Sir: 

I am greatly obliged to you for the measure you have taken 
in apprehending the vilians in this settlement, as I am in 
hopes it will answer good purposes; we have taken three of 
them and are in pursuit of several others. I have prevailed on 
the Capt. to send two of them, viz., Moses & William Bass, 
to Kingston, to have your approbation on them whether to be 
tried by the civil power or Military. I think they deserve 
death; if they are sent into the service they certainly will de- 
sert the first opportunity they have. You have in this Wm. 
Bass’s furlough from Col. John Heritage, in Capt. Ballard’s 
letter to you the deposition of (Sarah Lamb). If they are kept 
in confinement I believe there may be more evidences had 
against them. If you have an opportunity I wish you to ob- 
serve to Col. Lamb to deal with old Aaron closely, as I be- 
lieve him to be a means of his Sons’ doing as they have. 

I am, Sir, with respect, 

Your friend & humble Serv’t. 
Stephen Cobb 


15 August, 1779. 
Governor Richard Caswell 
Dear Sir: 

I understand, by Mr. Edward Moore, that James Brown, of 
Nash County, who was at the party that met a Little River 
Bridge, in Johnston County, is now very sorry for what was 
done, and is willing and appears desirous of making any con- 
cessions and give any security for his future behaviour that 
may be thought necessary, and promises very faithfully that 

(Continued on page 95) 
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The WCGS Board Meeting of July 22, 2003 

Founding families are being researched at the library during the summer on 
Wednesdays. Members are urged to join Sue and Frances during these weeks. 

Permission has been received from Ellis Williford to reprint Wilson County's 
Architectural Heritage book, and it was agreed that we would print 100 copies. 
Lu Ann Munson will write an introduction, and Henry has done the data input for 
the index. 

The waterways map still has unidentified streams, and progress continues to be 
made on the Hugh Johnson records. Sue's goal is to have them completed before 
the year is over!!!! 

The book sales from April to July brought in $509 from the clearance and regu- 
lar sales. 

Suggestions for the fall programs were for Show and Tell during the month of 
September, a speaker for October, and for the annual meeting in November a so- 
cial with Bobby Boykin and the group who sings with him. Tim Rackley and 
David Gammon will be contacted for the October meeting and or next year. 

MPI is now our host on the web site and for the e-mail service we will be 
charged $14.95 a month. It seems that Coastal Net was purchased, and there was 
some confusion as to the host. 

There was no table at the NCGS workshop as the request for one was late, but it 
was reported that Helen Leary's lectures were outstanding, and the members who 
attended felt that there was great information that will be helpful in searches. 

The library committee has visited other libraries and shared reports with the goal 
being to make recommendations for the genealogy area in the remodeled library. 

It was agreed to have a fall membership special which includes the newsletters 
from October through December of this year. Also, we will try another book sale 
prior to Christmas. The prices will be the same as the earlier sales offer. It was 
suggested that they might make good presents!!! There will be an inventory done 
to see just what we do have remaining. 

The 1860 census book supply has nearly been depleted, and we will investigate 
prices for printing others. 

Dick needs more supplies for his book mailings. 

NCGS is having a fall workshop at the Zebulon Civic center on November 7th 
and 8th. The Wake County Genealogical Society and the Olivia Rainey Library 
are having a workshop on Sept 27th at the Commons Building in Raleigh. 

Nominations for officers for the coming year are: 

Carol Forbes, president 

Sue Powell, vice president 

Frances Roberson, secretary 

Henry Powell, Treasurer 

Mary Anne Sheak, 2 year board member to finish Carol Forbes term 
Judy O'Neal, 3 year board member 


Frances W. Roberson, Secretary 


THOUGHTS ON LINEAGE 
RESEARCH 


No trace of scandal ever touched 


. My grandpa or his kin ... 
, acer es Pra Pee Nor sordid, underhanded deeds 
gy Were they included in. 
My grandpa was the nicest man Each lived—then passed to his reward 
Who ever drew a breath of air; Within the starry skies ... 


And not a single bit of sin 
Had EVER touched their lives. 


But constantly I wish there had 
For I’m left in the lurch ... 

And records on some nasty folks 
Would sure help my research. 


He came from good and simple folks 
Whose lives were bright and fair ... 


And they, in turn, descended from 
Identically the same. 
Well-bred and ordinary type 

| Of gentleman and dame. 


Notice 


The Wilson County Public Library is 
no longer open on Thursday evenings 
due to budget cuts from the State and 
the County. It is open Mon-Wed 9:00 
AM 9:00 PM, Thurs-Sat. 9:00 AM-6: 
PM 

The parking area is now located at the 
side of the library building with the en- 
trance and exit on Jackson Street. Over- 
flow parking is available in the shop- 
ping center across the street. 


Queries 
Questions about Wilson County fami- 
lies may be emailed to 


WilsonNC@Yahoogroups.com or to 


ancestor@wcgs.org. 
Queries from WCGS members will be 


automatically posted and printed in the 
next available issue of Trees. Queries 
from non-members may be posted on 
the internet discussion group at the dis- 
cretion of WCGS. 

To become a member of the list, visit 
our web site at http://www.wcgs.org 
Go to the “discussion” section to view 
previous queries and answers or to join 
the group or post a query. 

WCGS members have full posting 
privileges for the E-group. 


(Bass Family, continued from page 94) 

he will hereafter exert himself in every 
respect for the good Government and 
service of this State. If your Excellency 
thinks proper to admit the above Brown 
to security, I think Capt. [Joseph] Wil- 
liamson, of said County, a proper per- 
son to take the security, or, if you think 
proper to appoint any place and time for 
the said Brown to appear, he professes 
he will appear & give any satisfaction 
in his power, as he is determined to re- 
sign himself wholly to your clemency; 
if it’s your pleasure to admit him to 
bail, I am induced to believe it will an- 
swer a good purpose, as I think it proba- 
bly will be a means to bring our several 
disaffected people in that Quarter to a 
sense of their duty. 

If the Bass’s is not gone from King- 
ston, I beg you’! give the Officer that 
carry’s them away a charge to be very 
careful or they will get away. 

J am, Dear Sir, 

Your sincere friend and servant, 
Stephen Cobb. 
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WCGS Publications: please call (252-243-1660) or write for a Maps 


catalog with complete details, or view the list on our web site. Wilson County Historical Map. $5.00 
www.wcgs.org Confederate Field Map #1. $5.00 


____ They Moved Away - North Carolinians Who Went to Confederate Field Map #3. $5.00 
Other States. $15.00 Confederate Field Map #4. $5.00 


Books ae Confederate Field Map #2. $5.00 
____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1860. $30.00 ~__ Town of Wilson, Map 1872. $5.00 


____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1870. $30.00 ___ Town of Wilson, Map 1882. $5.00 
___ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume | Miscellaneous 

$30.00 ____ Cemetery Finder (paper) donation $5.00 shipping included 
____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Vol, Il $30.00 ___ Wilson Co. Estates Inventory (paper) $5.00 shipping included 
____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Vol. Ill $30.00 ____ 2002 WCGS Calendar (Rock Ridge area) or 2003 
____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Vol. |V $30.00 WCGS Calendar (Gardners Township) $11+NC tax 





Payment and shipping: Shipping cost for each book is $3.00. Shipping cost for maps is $3.00 for 1-4 items. 
Add 7.0% sales tax for NC residents on merchandise total (not on shipping). 



































Total of items ordered$ ss Shipping $$ =———sSSales Tax$ = =~=—__ Total of Order$ 

O Check Enclosed 0 Bill my Credit Card No. (Visa or MasterCard) 

Expires Authorized by: (Signature for charges please) 

Ship to: 

Street 
City State Zip | 
Telephone: E-Mail: 





L) Please enroll me as a member of WCGS. I enclose $20 for personal membership & subscription to Trees. Please allow 3-5 weeks | 
for shipping on all orders. You may order books & membership through our website. http://www.wegs.org. | 
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Wilson’s Family Heritage 


Chronicles of the 


Wilson County Genealogical Society 


October 2003 


Hello, 

We are pleased to 
announce that the re- 
print of Wilson 
County's Architectural Heritage book 
has gone to the printers and will be 
ready for sale later this month. We will 
announce the availability on our e-mail 
group. The price will be $20 plus $3 
shipping plus $1.40 tax for NC resi- 
dents. Advance orders are not needed as 
we will continue to reprint copies as 
long as there is a demand; however, you 
may send your check or credit card num- 
ber along now if you wish, and we will 
mail your copy as soon as possible. 

Another project that has been on hold 
for a long time is the Wilson County Wa- 
terways map. We have reached the point 
that there seems to be no reason to hold 
off any longer. We have endeavored to 
identify all waterways; however, there 
are still a few “unknowns.” The only 
way to find their names seems to be to 
release the map and let the buyers tell us 
of any missing names. Even though wa- 
terway names may have changed, we 
hope this map will be useful when using 
a record that refers to a waterway that 
doesn’t sound familiar. The price will be 
$5 plus $0.35 tax and $3 shipping for 1- 
4 maps. Send your check or credit card 
number along now if you wish, and 
we’ ll ship when it is ready in a few 
weeks. 

I am particularly grateful to Tim Rack- 
ley for his presentation at our September 
meeting. I see so many people at the Li- 
brary who seem at a dead end in their re- 
search when they could use a practical 
application of Tim’s methods to bring 
new light to any problem. If you aren’t a 
subscriber to WilsonNC@Yahoogroups. 
com (our email group) then let us know, 
and we’!l mail you a copy of Tim’s 
notes on tracing ancestors before 1850. 
Tt might work for you. 

I hope to see lots of our members at 
the October meeting with some fascinat- 
ing new family artifacts. 


President’s 


Message 





Sue Powell 


October 2003 





October 25, 2003 Meeting 


Once every year we like to share fam- 
ily artifacts within our group. It seems 
that something new comes to light with 
each session. Past sessions have pro- 
duced granny’s bloomers, a Victorian 
wedding nightgown, Lord Comwallis’ 
eyeglasses, tobacco twine doilies, a vin- 
tage copy of the second American pub- 
lished novel (Charlotte Temple), old 
Bibles and many valuable old letters. 

The program will include the election 
of officers, the slate for which was ap- 
proved at the September meeting with 
no further nominations from the floor. 

Dig into that closet full of stuff that 
you plan to do something with someday. 
Open the old cedar chest. Poke around 
in the pack house. Pick out several items 
that will be of interest to your fellow 
members and bring them along to the 
meeting and tell everyone what you 
know about the items. 

We’ll meet again at Durwood Stancil 
Refrigeration on Ward Blvd., in the 
William Dorsey Pender Room, 7:00. 
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The Human Genome Report 

Regular readers of Trees over the past 
year may recall the series of articles on 
the astounding progress being made in 
the field of human genetics. The entire 
genetic makeup or the genome of our 
species is now being defined. This feat 
will hopefully lead to new ways to look- 
ing at hereditary conditions and treat- 
ment of diseases and untangle some 
family tree questions as well. 

One fascinating piece of information 
that has come to light as a result of re- 
cent research is the fact that cell bodies 
known as mitochondria have their own 
set of genes. All mitochondria are inher- 
ited from a mother because sperm cells 
don’t contain mitochondria. Careful 
analyses show that the genes in the hu- 
man mitochondria can be traced back to 
an “earth mother” of possibly 150,000 
years ago. 

A new study of fossils found in the 
Dead Sea region of the eastern Mediter- 
ranean show that area as having once 
been fertile, lush and green. Today it is 
arid and inhospitable. The Dead Sea, 
once an arm of the Mediterranean, was 
cut off by geological activity and slowly 
dried into the salty wilderness of today. 

This was once an ideal place to live, a 
long narrow valley leading northward 
from Ethiopia into Turkey filled with 
lakes and wildlife. It is thought that 
early man (who probably originated in 
Ethiopia) migrated into this valley and 
then onward into Europe and Asia as 
the valley closed up through earth 
movement, leaving behind only the 
Dead Sea and fossils. The peak period 
of activity for this once-lush area was 
about 150,000 years ago. 

Interested readers may wish to consult 
the full article “Promised Land” in 
Natural History 10/03 (American Mu- 
seum of Natural History) available in 
most local libraries. 

Henry Powell 
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Family Connections 
The Wilson Daily Times, September 1003 


Our Irish Cox Family 

We continue this month with more information on an Irish immigrant 
who arrived in Stantonsburg in 1860 and died there 16 years later, 
leaving no information on his origins. 

Know to the community and his family as Lewis Cox, this young 
man was a harness maker. He was "recruited" in New York to come to 
Wilson County to work for John Wilkinson at his general store on 
Main Street in Stantonsburg. Wilkinson's employee, William Shelton, 
was sent to New York for this task and found "Lewis" working at a tin 
shop in Brooklyn. We will never know what incentive was used to get 
this young man of 24 to make such a move. However, he came pre- 
pared with a affidavit of good character from a fellow worker at the tin 
shop and, soon thereafter, filed a declaration of intent to become an 
American citizen. Wilkinson's cousin and business partner, W. S. 
Dunn, sponsored Lewis and appeared in court at his naturalization 
hearing in Wilson County Superior Court in October 1860, when 
American citizenship was granted. 

The War between the States soon pulled Lewis into the Confederate 
ranks where he lost his hearing by standing too near a canon when it 
was fired. He was dispatched to the shops in Richmond where he 
served out the rest of the war. Shortly after his discharge and return to 
Stantonsburg, he married Laurenia Wilkinson, a ward of John Wilkin- 
son who had been appointed by the court to raise the orphan children 
of his uncle Joshua Wilkinson. 

Laurenia and Lewis had five children, but the four girl babies did not 
survive infancy. Only the boy, William, grew to manhood. Lewis had 
served the town of Stantonsburg as a town commissioner and mayor 
prior to his death of cancer in 1876. Laurenia bought John Wilkinson's 
house where she raised little Willie and where they lived until her 
death in 1910. The blue-painted Wilkinson/Cox house still stands on 
Shelton Road in Stantonsburg, possibly the oldest dwelling in that 
quiet little town. 

Now back to the question of Lewis's origins. We have suspected for 
some years that "Lewis" was not the given name for this man but rather 
a name he took when he arrived in America. The proof was not easy to 
find. We first had to find his family connections in Ireland, and that is 
where a visit to Strokestown turned up useful information. At this point 
we have been able to construct a plausible theory to incorporate the 
known data. The complexities are such that we may never be able to 
get beyond this point. 

We knew from an old letter in the family box of memorabilia that 
Lewis had siblings, Timothy, James and Bridget, and we knew from 
grandfather William Cox that the parents were named Patrick and 
Mary. A query placed at the Strokestown Research Centre produced 
the puzzling answer that there was not a family living there with the 
parents and children we were seeking. Even though there are no re- 
cords for some of the parishes of County Roscommon for this time pe- 
riod, this indicated that we might need to refine our search. We had 
noted on the tour of the Famine Museum at Strokestown a framed no- 
tice, addressed to William Cox and his wife Bridget, acknowledging 
that their rent had been paid for 1847 which would allow them to re- 
main. This was the year of the mass eviction of 3,000 tenants who had 
not been able to pay their rent. 

A short time later, we got notice of the Wilson County Library sub- 
scription to Heritage Quest, an on-line genealogy service with access to 
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all census documents for all states from 1790 through 1930. PAULINE FREEMAN’S REFERENCE 
Our problem with the siblings has been finding them and LETTER 


Heritage Quest turned up the answers we had been looking Contributed by Vicki Stott Fulghum 


for. 
Timothy Cox was living in Carthage, Illinois, in 1860, a WILSON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
WILSON, N. C. 


farmer with wife and children. He remained there until his 

death many years later. James moved around a bit but settled May 4, 1926 

in Louisville, Kentucky where he was a barrel maker. 

Bridget had lived with Timothy for a while but moved on. Shelby 

According to our old letter, she went to California. We have Dear Miss Keller 

not found her yet. 1. Miss Pauline Freeman of Shelby has given me your 
What about the parents? This one was difficult. We finally "ame as one who can tell me of her ability as a teacher, etc. 

worked out that Patrick had married Catherine before 1820 2. Some Wilson teachers, 1923-4, have failed for the fol- 

and had the four children. She died after Lewis's birth in lowing reasons: (a) lack of knowledge of subject matter and 

1835, and Patrick married Mary. It seems that they decided inability to manage children; (b) attention to card play ing, 

to move to New York and leave the children behind, pre- dancing and other society interests to the neglect of their 

sumably with William and Bridget, possibly their grandpar- school work; (c) on account of falling in love with high 

ents or an uncle and aunt. We find a passenger record for school pupils; (d) on account of keeping the company of 

Patrick and Mary arriving in New York in 1842, and later sorry men; (e) on account of night riding without a chaper- 

censuses show the birth of Michael in 1842 in New York. one; (f) on account of attendance on rotten vaudeville and 

Patrick probably sent money home on a regular basis which Sly Moving picture shows; (g) on account of entertaining 

explains why William and Bridget were able to pay their company until late hours at night, making good school work 

rent. In January 1849, Timothy (22) and Bridget (15) arrived next day impossible; (h) on account of failure to take any vi- 

in New York. Timothy soon married an Irish immigrant girl tal interest in Church and Sunday Schoo! work and other 

and moved on to Kentucky and eventually Illinois. Two of — Community activities. 

his daughters married, but his sons remained at home and 3. If you think this applicant will and can avoid all the 

died single. He has no known descendants. James (18) ar- above sources of failure, I shall appreciate your saying so. If 

rived in New York in 1852 and later went to Ohio and set- YOu think there is doubt about her having enough good sense 


tled in Kentucky. He left no known descendants either. to avoid these sources of failure, I shall appreciate your 
Passenger records show the arrival of William Cox (17) in frankness. We are after teachers who are in earnest about do- 
1853, and we think this is our Lewis. Patrick, Mary, and Mi- ing what they are paid to do. We prefer that all other kinds 


chael continued to live in New York, but we have not fol- go elsewhere. 
lowed their line any further. 4. Answer: Pauline Freeman has been in my teacher 


We have several theories about William/Lewis's name training class here at Shelby for the past year, and has 
change but no real evidence. One cousin thinks he may have shown ability both as a student and as a teacher. Though she 
taken his middle "saint" name, given at the time of his Chris- 4S still quite young, she is capable and level-headed and has, 
tening in the local Catholic Parish Church, being St. Lua. I feel sure “enough good sense to avoid the sources of fail- 
Another thinks he was given the nickname of "fast" which is “"@” "eferred to above. d : 
"luas" in Gaelic. 5. Reply sent to Supt. C. L. Coon, Wilson, N. C., on 18 


What do we know about the Cox family itself? Clearly of day of May 1926. 


Miss Mary Keller 


Irish origin, the surname derives from a local Gaelic tribe, Mary M. Keller 
Choiligh which has variants of MacQuilly and similar Teacher Training Instructor 
Shelby, N. C. 


names. These descend from earliest settlers of Ireland, the 


Milesian Celts of Spain who arrived in Ireland many centu- [Editor’s note: Italics indicate portions of the form letter that 


ries before. were hand written. Pauline Freeman was employed to teach 
There are English Coxes in Ireland, but our line has been third/fourth grade at Bullocks School. Bess Freeman, her sis- 


planted solidly in County Roscommon for many hundreds of te? was the principal. Bullocks School was in Oldfields 
years, living their tribal lives and maintaining their Celtic Township. A 1927 map of Wilson County included in the 
traditions. Wilson County’s Architectural Heritage, being reprinted by 


Henry & Sue Powell WCGS this month, shows pictures of the schools in the 
county. Bullocks, Lamms, and Sims schools appear to have 

LAMON TO TAYLOR LAND RECORD been built from the same blueprints. 

Hugh Johnston family records Pauline Fern Freeman married Henry Roland Stott, born 
On October 30, 1765, Duncan Lamon sold to Benjamin July 7, 1875, son of John Relmon Stott, and Fannie Pauline 

Taylor of Edgecombe County for £30 Proclamation Money — Boykin Stott. John Relmon, born May 2, 1840, died March 

200 acres (from Lamon’s patent of July 23, 1761), witnessed 27, 1924, was the son of James Henry Stott and Amanda 

by Edward Moore, Thomas Hardie, and Christopher Straw- Glover Stott (married December 14, 1830). James Henry’s 

ther. parents were Dempsey Stott, born 1806, and Gilly Strickland 

(Edgecombe County, Deed Book C, p. 489) Stott, born 1813. They were married December 14, 1830.] 
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ROCK RIDGE FARM-LIFE SCHOOL 
The Wilson Times, August 31, 1916 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 

GREAT OPPORTUNITIES AT ROCK RIDGE 
For Boys and Girls Interested in Country Life—Only School 
of Its Kind in Wilson County—Offers Courses in Agricul- 
ture and Domestic Science in Addition to Regular High 
School Course. 

For some years the Rock Ridge High school has been in 
successful operation. Two years ago the farm-life department 
was added. This department was secured by complying with 
the provisions of an act of the General Assembly of North 
Carolina for the establishment and maintainance of County 
Farm-Life schools, and for the promotion of Agriculture and 
home making. Until this year the school has been somewhat 
handicapped for lack of room and equipment. The building 
being done this summer will give us ample room, and all 
necessary equipment will be put in as soon as possible. This 
school has as its aim the better preparation of boys and girls 
for farm-live and home-making and we intend to spare no 
means to this end. 

Location 

Rock Ridge has an ideal location for a farm-life school. It 
is in a splendid thickly settled farming section, ten miles 
from Wilson, and four miles from Simms, our nearest rail- 
road station. The campus is well elevated, having good air 
and water drainage. Water for the school is from a deep 
bored well. 

Buildings and Equipment 

The main school building is a practically new frame build- 
ing containing five large class rooms and a large auditorium. 

The girls’ dormitory was just completed last year. It con- 
tains the dining room and kitchen, where all boarding stu- 
dents get their meals. 

The boys’ dormitory is just being completed this summer. 
The first floor of this building contains class rooms and labo- 
ratories for teaching agriculture and domestic science. The 
basement will contain a modern dairy room and a poultry 
room. The second and third floors are to be used as a dormi- 
tory. 

Expenses 

Pupils from Wilson county will pay no tuition. Those not 
living in the country will be charged $2.00 per month tuition. 
Board and room-rent will be only $12.50 per month. The 
rooms are furnished with all necessary furniture, heat and 


lights. 
School Farms 

The school farm contains about fifteen acres of land. In 
addition to this we rent some of the land around the school. 
On the farm we raise general farm crops. Also have a large 
garden and truck patch, from which we raise vegetables for 
the school, and secure practice in the principles of growing 
them. Much of our work will be done in an experimental 
way. We want to know when certain things happen and why 
they happen. 

Extension Work 

The teachers of agriculture and domestic science will con- 
duct extensive work in cooperation with and under the direc- 
tion of the state department of agriculture, the A. and M. 


College, and the United States department of agriculture. 
They will be glad to do this in any way possible, by holding 
meetings of farmers and their wives, which will be addressed 
by experts from college and station, by organizing boys corn 
clubs, girls canning clubs, etc. Not only do we want to coop- 
erate with the farmers, but we want them to work with us in 
making their school a success. By suggestion and advice, in 
every way the practical farmers of the county are urged to 
cooperate in making their school one of the best in the state. 
Honest open criticism does an institution no harm and may 
help it, but idle gossip may ruin it. 
School Opens September 25 

Anyone thinking of going to school or desiring further in- 
formation should address Rock Ridge Farm-Life School, 
Wilson, N. C. 


ROCK RIDGE ITEMS 
The Wilson Times, December 12, 1913 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 

ROCK RIDGE, Dec. 12.—There were services at the Free 
Will Baptist church last Sunday at 11 o’clock and at night 
conducted by the pastor, C. O. Armstrong. 

Dr. L. V. Grady and C. O. Armstrong were to Wilson 
Monday night to hear the play “Esther Wake.” They were 
very much pleased with the presentation. 

The farmers throughout this part of the county are all smil- 
ing. They have received good prices for their tobacco and 
cotton, so far as they have sold. They have practically 
housed all of their crops and are now ready for Christmas. 

Rock Ridge High School has been the best this fall that it 
has been in all of its history. There have already been over a 
hundred students enrolled, including about thirty high school 
students. There is being constructed a commodious dormi- 
tory which will be opened for boarding students next fall. 
This, with a six room cottage will make it possible for us to 
accommodate some thirty or thirty-five boarding students. 

The school building contains a very spacious auditorium 
which has recently been completed. The teachers, students 
and patrons of the school are making strenuous efforts to get 
chairs enough to seat it. There will be given on Friday eve- 
ning, December 19, at 7:30 o’clock “The Old Maid’s Beaux” 
a very fascinating play, for the purpose of raising money for 
seating the auditorium. A full house is expected. The admis- 
sion will be 25 and 15 cents. Come and get your money’s 
worth and at the same time aid a noble cause. 

[Editor’s notes: The Free Will Baptist Church mentioned in 
the first paragraph was Marsh Swamp Free Will Baptist 
Church. C. O. Armstrong was the pastor in 1913-1914 and at 
the same time served as the principal of Rock Ridge School. 
Dr. Leland Vain Grady was the fifth doctor to practice medi- 
cine in Rock Ridge. He was born at Seven Springs, in Wayne 
County, N. C., on February 7, 1889, the son of Edgar Grady 
and Susie Kornegay. He studied two years at the Tennessee 
Military Institute, Sweetwater, Tennessee, and later at North 
Carolina Medical College, Charlotte, N. C., where he gradu- 
ated in 1913 with the degree of Doctor of Medicine. Dr. 
Grady began his practice in Rock Ridge and continued there 
until 1924 when he established himself in Wilson. In Wilson 
he specialized in obstetrics and internal medicine. 

Rock Ridge: A Brief History, by Mary Rachael Barnes Miller] 
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HIGH-SCHOOL BASKET BALL IMPRESSED WITH WILSON 









CHAMPIONS OF THE STATE The Wilson Times, May 6, 1913 
The Wilson Times, March 17, 1914 Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin Yarborough House, 
———— ee Raleigh, N. C. 
May 3, 1913. 














i Mr. Chas. L. Coon, Supt. Of Schools. 
. e% 3 Wilson, N. C. 
ise Dear Mr. Coon: 
ge 3 a My visit to Wilson was most delightful. I was delighted 
", with the schools. So many improvements have been made in 
aa ! the schools since I was there fourteen years ago that it does 
Pe not look like the same place. The building is situated on a 
_ 4 little rise and with the sloping effect in front and in the rear, 
ww you have an ideal landscape. I was especially pleased with 
Pi © your large play ground and your school garden, both the 
i Rg j flowers and vegetables. The progressive schools over the 
fed @ land are all undertaking similar work. 
ad g =I have travelled and worked in the schools in nearly every 
State in the Union but I cannot recall a school ground now 
" that is equal to yours both in beauty and abundance of space 
It is with much pleasure that we reproduce a picture of the for the children to play in. Not only was I impressed with the 
High School Basket Ball Champions of North Carolina. well kept garden but the grounds were clean, not a bit of 
Four years ago when this “game of games” was introduced waste paper that once used to mar our school grounds. I have 
into the athletic circles of the Wilson Graded School its students not seen a play ground that was used by so many children as 
did not dream that in their midst were the future champions ina yours. Every part of the play ground at recess was occupied 
sport that is now played by nearly every institution in the State. by groups of joyous children enjoying wholesome recreation. 


Each suceeding year the teams have shown a marked im- I was impressed too, with the earnest enthusiastic spirit that 
provement and this season the Wilson boys are hailed as the prevaded the whole school. Your work fore-shadows the 
best. coming school which will lay emphasis in cultivating in chil- 


Coach G. C. Mann who has been directing the team for the dren optimism, kindness and sympathy and a developing of 
Es ae oad su to be a most capable director as attested the creative faculties rather than the parrot-like saying of les- 
y their extraordinary success. ean 
ee ality ne Jaden eee Hs especialy aoe I was very much impressed with the schools for the colored 
: Bp ‘ BP 
Wray, captain at center, has held a berth on the team for the people, both the building and little farm and garden they 
: : have. We must give people practical example of garden and 
past three years and is the acknowledged star, being declared : i h 
the most versatile player in the line-up. farm and you are doing that for the colored people better than 
Branch, forward, has the covetous record of having thrown tM Clty et aded schools I have taaat Your work should be 
written up with pictures, illustrations, etc., so that people in 


more goals for his team than any of his teammates. Branch xf 

showed up better towards the first of the season than the latter, Other communities could see what a graded school system 

owing to a sprained ankle which has proved a serious handicap. © do. It was an inspriation to be with you in the school and 
I bid you God speed in your work. 


Magette, forward, is the “feather weight” member of the quin- 


tette. Notwithstanding his size he is very active and was the Faithfully yours, 
bright particular star in the last two games which were played Richard T. Wyche. 
with the strongest teams on the schedule. Home address, 27 West 23d St., 

Dew is one of those rare players who can fill any position and w_ York 
is used as a utility, always to the best advantage. MAGGIE MOSS OBITUARY 


Blount, forward, is also a valuable asset to the team being a The Wilson Advance, May 10, 1894 

Seen athlete. Blount has a bright outlook in base ball Contributed by Deborah Coggins Gammon 
is year. Died 

Davis, guard, played during the first of the season, but left the Little Maggie, daughter of at Vernon Moss, on Sunday 
ne Ba connec pe assisted ihe team evening, May 6", in the tenth year of her age. The funeral 

Manager Moss, guard, is the Senriest man in the squad. took ie on anaes gic Peak at 5 o’clock. We offer our 

Never has his position been filled more creditably and it is SS to : reaped ae a 1884. died May 7, 1894 
safe statement that he was instrumental in the unusual success [Maggie Aure 18 OSS OOS MNS E atone oe: Met 2 

was buried in Maplewood Cemetery, Wilson, N. C. Wilson 


which has attended the team this season. : IV ‘led 
Moss has proved a splendid manager in connection with his County, Nor th Carolina Cemeteries—Volume IV, compile 
by Joan L. Howell] 


Services in the line-up. 
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(GRR A Se SE OL eG 
EVANS VS. MARSHBOURN SUIT 
N. C. Archives, Wilson County Civil Action Papers, 1860 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Wilson County. 
BE IT REMEMBERED, That on the 27 day of September ist, 1860 
Arthur Evans sued and prosecuted out of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions of Wilson County, against Saml/ Mar- 
shbourn a writ which is herewith filed as a part of this record; and on the return thereof at the Court House of said County 
before A G Brooks, John G Williams & Amos Horne Justices of said Court, John T Barnes Sheriff of Said County, returns 
that he had executed the said writ: And thereupon, the said defendant comes and pleads as follows, to wit: Giv Issu Paymt 
off Statute of Limitation account and satisfaction and thereupon, the case is continued from Term to Term, till the 4’ Mon- 
day of July, A. D., 1861. 
I, T C Davis, Clerk of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions of the County of Wilson, do hereby certify that the forego- 
ing contains a full and true transcript of the record in the above case pending in said Court, and the original papers thereof 
are herewith sent. 


In Witness whereof, I hereunto set my hand, and affix the seal of said Court, this 22 day of October, 1860. 
T C Davis Cl’k. C. C. 


Bill of Courts 


[Editor’s note: Ages below as given in the 1860 Wilson County 


Census. 
Arthur Evans, son of Thomas and Cherry Evans, married Rebecca 


De BarnesyiS bites | Snes | ens oO Barnes, daughter of Bunyan Barnes of Black Creek District. For 
Shes LO] several generations, Arthur’s family lived in the Wayne County 
| = {| | ~——__— area around Black Creek which became part of Wilson County . 
140 In 1860, he was living in Edgecombe County operating a saw 
yee oe Re ereer 
: Samuel Marshbourn, age 57, carpenter, lived in Wilson District. 
2continuances | 60 | | See January 2002 Trees article about the Marshbourn family. 
usr porate a a7 | | | A.G. Brooks, age 32, farmer and physician, lived in Black Creek 
pill ofCout____+|_35_| |__| District. 
Amos Hom, age 39, farmer, lived in Black Creek District 
5 ; ames Lancaster lived in Wayne County in : 
: —e, oe B. H. Lancaster, age 32, lived in the Town of Wilson. 
CYE ee borers L. H. Moye, age 31, fisherman and hunter, lived in Black Creek 
oseph Payne 240 —_| District 
MB Stuart 90 | Joseph Payne, Arthur Evans’ business partner, lived in Edge- 
David Wolly |_| __2,ps__| sombe County | 
ee ns Gn ne Zeb Stuart, age 28, carpenter, lived in a boarding house in the 
Town of Wilson. 
fos Jackson _——*+| +i «abo 


David Nolly, age 65, farmer, lived in the Town of Wilson. 
CHARLIE RUFFIN STOTT FAMILY BIBLE Marriages. 







en Se 
[WotancasterAty [| __— 40. 












— 


















Joseph J. Jackson, age 25, carpenter, lived in the Town of Wilson. 


Contributed by Vicki Stott Fulghum C. R. Stott and Jennie Whitley were married Mar. 11, 1896. 
Births Deaths Parents of Charlie Ruffin Stott: 

Charlie Ruffin Stott June 24, 1868 Oct. 12, 1925 Amanda GloverJuly 22, 1842 — Oct. 2, 1920 

Jennie Whitley Jan. 3, 1870 Nov. 21, 1945 James Henry Stott May 2, 1840 — March 27, 1924 

Children of C. R. Stott and Jennie Stott (Information from tombstone in cemetery at Pleasant Grove 
Eddie Milton Stott was born Dec. 14, 1896 Methodist Church in Wilson County, Aug., 1954) 

Janadus Doane Stott was born Apr. 26, 1878. Parents of Jennie Whitley 

Hester Myatt Stott was born Oct. 2, 1899 Winnie Barnes 1847 — March 3, 1907 


Augustus Foster Whitley 1842 — 1914 


William Elmore Stott was born Sept. 4, 1902. 
(Information from Justus Whitley, Dec. 1954) 


James Henry Stott was born June 10, 1904. 


Juanita Stott was born Jan. 1, 1906. [Editor’s note: James Henry Stott was the son of Dempsey 
Estelle Harold Stott was born Sept. 23, 1907 and Gilly Strickland Stott. Louisa Jane “Jennie” Whitley was 
Sallie Kathlene Stott was born Apr. 21, 1909. the first child of Augustus “Gus” Foster Whitley, born Janu- 
Lucile Stott was born July 23, 1910. ary 14, 1842, died November 30, 1914, and Winnie A. Bar- 
Charlie Carmon Stott was born Mar. 17, 1912. nes Whitley, born 1849, died March 3, 1907. They were 


married in 1867. 


Sn ee ee oe 
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Sa ae a a Sa a AN EE TONE UE py PNA IU pee ST aN AS PE Re 
WILLIAM PEERSON’S REQUEST FOR TEACHER PAY 
Wilson County Miscellaneous Records, N. C. Archives 


Explanations —The forms below are for drafts in favor of Teachers and for Reports of School Committees, required in Sec. 17, on page 8”, of the Com- 
mon School Laws, pamphlet of 1853.—When a Teacher is employed let the Committee place in his hands a copy of this blank, containing lists of the names 
of all the male and female children in the District, entitled to the benefit of the School Laws: and the Teacher should keep an account of the attendance of 
each child, and at the end of the School, set the number of days attended by each opposite to the name.—The teacher should also fill out the blank left for 
an account of the Branches Taught; and then the Committee can fill all the other blanks, sign the Draft and the Report, &c., and let both together be pre- 
sented to the Chairman of the Board of Superintendents before he pays the Teacher. —It will, however, be sufficient to answer the requirements of the law, 
if the lists contain only the names of those who attend the School, while it is recommended that the names of all the children be inserted for more specific 
information. 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, To John H. Daniel, Chairman of the Board of Superintendents of Common 
County of Johnston Schools for said County; 


Pay to William H. Peerson, or Order, the sum of Eighty four dollars and forty cents, for Teaching the Common School 
in District No. 43” of said County, for Three months and days, and charge to account. 


This the 29" day of November 1856 Hardy H. Williamson 
Mabary Rentfrow } Com. 


We, the undersigned, School Committee in the District above named, certify that the Common School in said District has 
been taught by William H Peerson from August 19" 1856 to November 29" 1856 at Thirty dollars per month; that the 
branches taught were Spelling, reading, Writing & Arithmetic ; and that the following contains the names of a// the white 
children in the District, and the number of days attended by each one that went to said School, to wit. :-- 


NAMES OF THE MALE | No. OF DAYS EACH | NAMES OF THE FEMALE | No. of DAYS EACH 
CHILDREN. ATTENDED SCHOOL. CHILDREN. ATTENDED SCHOOL. 
Tey Wann #7 


Tse Winsome Row 
7, 

















ft 


PaaSeot | 
2 
I 






ont Renfow ‘ary tm Newsom | 






‘ 






William H. Rentfrow 









Hardy H Williamson 


Mabary Renifrow } Com. 


[Editor’s note: Entries in bold italics were hand written.] 
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MORRISON THOMAS LETTER 
From the Hugh B. Johnston files 

Morrison Thomas, son of Ichabod Thomas, Esq., and wife 
Susannah Barnes, was born on April 7, 1802, in Edgecombe 
County, North Carolina, and died on May 16, 1872, in Gre- 
nada County, Mississippi. On September 16, 1826, he mar- 
ried Sarah Turner, bonded by Nathan H. Rountree. She soon 
died. On February 12, 1828, he married Patience Barnes 
Horn, daughter of John Horn and wife Asenath Simms. She 
was born in Edgecombe County on May 24, 1805, and died 
on January 1, 1874. 

On May 29, 1827, the Edgecombe County Court noted a 
suit: State of North Carolina vs. Morrison Thomas. In the 
Census of 1830, District 4, he and wife were aged 20-30 and 
had a daughter under five and five slaves. About 1831 they 
moved to Sumter County, Alabama, and resided there until 
1849, when they removed to Grenada County, Mississippi, 
and settled about eight miles west of the County Seat on 
what was later called “Whig Island” on the Yalobushas 
River. 

On October 22, 1825, at the organization of the Joseph 
Warren Masonic Lodge, No. 92, at Stantonsburg, North 
Carolina, Morrison Thomas was a Charter Member. He later 
belonged to the Odd Fellows Lodge, The family were Pres- 
byterian and Whig. He became the owner in Mississippi of 
an extensive cotton plantation and of numerous slaves. In 
1947 their family Bible was in the possession of J. L. Peete 
of Memphis, Tennessee, along with the following letter. 


At Sister Treacy Barnes’ near Wilson 
Wilson County, N. C., Monday 
April 5" 1869 
Mr. Morrison Thomas 
Near Granada, Miss. 
My Dear friend and Kinsman: 

According to promise I now write you and give you a cor- 
rect transcript of the births & deaths found on record in an 
old Bible formerly the property of John R. Thomas Your Un- 
cle which was printed at Oxford in England by Thomas 
Baskett, Printer to the University MDCCXLIX (1749). But 
before proceeding, let me state to you that I find two records 
in the Bible, one of your grandfather and mother and their 
children, the other of your Uncle John R. Thomas’ children 
including the date of his death. No other records are to be 
found in the Book (it is much mutilated), but could be re- 
bound and preserved and might prove a blessing to future 
generations; it is a scarce book, being 120 years old and con- 
taining many forms of prayers and catechisms not found in 
our present copies of the Bible. 

Sister Treacy and her Children are in pretty good health. I 
left my family in good health. My son Needham expects to 
go to Kentucky in a few days on a visit to Benjamin and to 
find him a house should he like the country. I expect to stay. 

[The records copied from the old Bible appeared at this 
point in the letter.] 

I, Bryan W. Herring of the County of Duplin and state of 
North Carolina, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a cor- 
rect copy of the original found in an old family Bible now 


the property of Treasea Barnes and Transcribed by me this 
Tuesday the 6" day of April A. D. 1869. 
Bryan W. Herring 
Children of Morrison and Patience Thomas: 


3. Adrian Van Brocklin Thomas was born on May 31, 
1835. 
4. Rebecca F. H. Thomas was born on May 17, 1841. 


6. Benjamin Franklin Thomas was born on March 23, 
1846. 

[Project Coordinator’s Addendum: The Bible records omit- 

ted from the prevoius letter were included in Bible Records 

of Early Edgecombe by Ruth Smith Williams and Margarette 

Glenn Griffin. Feeling that the letter is incomplete without 

the Bible information, I am including it here as they are in 

the Williams and Griffin book as found on pages 247-249. ] 
JOHN THOMAS BIBLE 

The Holy Bible (Oxford, 1752) originally belonged to John 
Thomas, s. of John Thomas and wife Elizabeth Rogers, and 
his wife Elizabeth Marshall, dau. of Humphrey Marshall. 
The book was first carried in the 1750s from Nansemond 
Co., Va., to Edgecombe (now Nash) Co., N. C., but about 
1791 traveled onward to Robertson Co., Tenn. It is now the 
property of Miss Jane M. Fort of Adams, Tenn. Contributed 
by Hugh B. Johnston, Jr. 

Children 

1. John Thomas b. Sept. 22, 1710, d. Apr. 16, 1776. 

2. Mary Thomas b. Aug. 18, 1712. 

3. Joseph Thomas b. Feb. 27, 1713/14, d. Apr. 25, 1758. 

4. Christian Thomas b. Mar. 14, 1715/16. 

5. Elizabeth Thomas b. Jan. 14, 1717/18. 

6. Martha Thomas b. Jan. 9, 1719/20. 

7. Susannah Thomas b. Feb. 26, 1721/22. In 1741 she m. 

Sampson Pope, s. of Jacob and Mourning Pope. 

Children 
a. Solomon Pope b. Mar. 11, 1741/42. 
b. Elijah Pope b. Sept. 10, 1743. 
c. Jacob Pope b. Feb. 29, 1744/45. 
d. Henry Pope b. May 10, 1746. 

8. Jacob Thomas b. Nov. 4, 1723. 

9. Micajah Thomas b. Feb. 13, 1725/26, d. Dec. 14, 1769. 
JOHN ROGERS THOMAS FAMILY RECORD 
This record is in the Bible of the Reverend John Thomas of 

lower Edgecombe County. Contributed by Hugh B. Johns- 

ton, Jr. 

John Rogers Thomas, s. of Theophilus Thomas and wife 
Mary Rogers, b. Sept. 20, 1787, d. Feb. 22, 1826. In 1814 he 
m. Mary Hooker, dau. of Hymeric Hooker and wife Sally 
Lassiter of Greene County. 

Children 

Elizabeth Ann Hooker Thomas b. Jan. 14, 1815. 

Hymeric Hooker Thomas b. Oct. 22, 1816. 

Penninah Rogers Thomas b. Aug. 17, 1818. 

Mary Elizabeth Thomas b. Aug. 12, 1820. 

William John Rogers Thomas b. Aug. 20, 1822. 

Elnathan Hooker Thomas b. Mar. 5, 1824. 
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JESSE BARNES CONFEDERATE 


VETERANS CAMP ROSTER, page 3 
Contributed by M. M. “Monk” Moore 


[Editor’s note: This is page 3 of 6 pages. 
Page | was included in August 2003 Trees, page 2 in 


EDUCATION IN WILSON COUNTY IN 1860 
Source: 1860 Wilson County Census 
Colleges, Academies, and Schools: 

27 common schools with 27 teachers and 408 pupils funded by $740 
raised by taxation and $1620 received from public funds 

2 male schools with 8 teachers and 169 pupils funded by $3,960 re- 
ceived from other sources. 

2 female seminaries with 12 teachers and 189 pupils funded with 
$10,160 received from other sources 
Teachers as identified by occupation in the population schedule: 
William Ellis Black Creek District 
A. L. Mendenhall Black Creek District 


Harriet Kent Kirby’s District 
Annie Honfleur (music) Town of Wilson 
Mary E. Rice Town of Wilson 


Town of Wilson 
Town of Wilson 


Lucy E. Williams 
D. L. Richardson 
Principal in male school 
Mrs. D. L. Richardson 
Principal in female school 
C. D. Blackman (music) 


Town of Wilson 


Town of Wilson 


Sophia Moranda (French) Town of Wilson 
Lucy Manard Town of Wilson 
E. P. Tucke Town of Wilson 
Mariah Crafton Town of Wilson 
Ann E. Conner Wilson District 


Jas. D. Radcliff Wilson District 
Principal in male school 

Mrs. E. L. Radcliff (music) Wilson District 

Ella Normans Wilson District 


Principal in female school 


Molly Speed Wilson District 

Amelia Ripley (painting) | Wilson District 

J.B. Williams (anc. lang.) Wilson District 

John D. Cawthon Wilson District 

B. B. Smith Joyners & Gardners District 
Miss O. Smith Joyners & Gardners District 
Thomas Eatmon Oldfields District 


Obviously there were teachers who were not identified in the census. 
See August 1999 Trees for an article on William Anderson Ellis. 

















Pupils at the Black Creek School about 1912 





September 2003.] 


Felton, Eli 

Finch, J. R. J. 
Finch, Geo. W. 
Fulghum, Jas. FT. 
Flora, Elvin (Eli) 
Ferrell, W. C. 
Franklin, Mumford 
Fulghum, Garry 
Farmer, W. C. 
Flowers, E. K. 
Flowers, J. T. 
Finch, John C. 
Flora, J. C. 
Flowers, E. H. 
Flowers, Eatmon 
Flood, Jos. P. 
Fulghum, Thos, W. 
Ferrell, Benaja 
Gill, J. G. 

Green, Geo. D. 
Graves, J. T. 
Graves, Henry L. 
Gardner, H. C. 
Gay, G. W. 


| Gay, James 


Garris, J. H. 
Gardner, J. B. 
Gilbert, Jno. 
Gardner, Jno. W. 
Gilliam, J. B. 
Gay, Jno. J. 
Glover, H. L. 
Hinnant, J. H. 
Hagan, R. E. 
Harrell, W. H. 
Hadley, Jno. C. 
Hadley, T. J. 
Herring, N. B. 
Hester, H. J. 
Hayes, Reuben 
Hayes, N. T. 
Holden, Semproneous 
Hines, A. J. 
Henderson, T. P. 
Hill, James D. 
High, H. H. 
Harris, W. J. 
Harrell, Amos 
High, Allison 
Harris, Sidney 
Harrell, Elisha 
Hunt, Cal 


Co, F, 3Qth NC 


Co. 
Co. 
Co. 
Co. 


F, 7th. NC 

C, 4th NC 

F, 4th NC Inf. 
H, 4th NC Cav. 


Co. 
Co. 
Co. 
Co. 
Co. 
Co. 
Co. 
Co. 
Co. 
Co. 
Co. 


H, 4th NC Cav. 
F, 16th NC Cav. 
B, 2nd NC Inf. 
H, 4th NC Cav. 
R, 2nd NC 

H, 68th NC 

B, 2nd NC Inf. 
C, 24th NC 

I, 62nd NC Art. 
E, Whitford's Regt, 
C, 27th NC 

Co. B, 10th Inf. 

Co. B, 10th NC 

Jr. Res. 

Co. A, 10th NC Art. 


Co. F, 4th NC 


Co. H, 16th NC 
Co. D, 23rd NC 
Co. A, 10th NC 


Co. H, 16th NC Cav. 


2nd, Jr. Res. 
43rd NC 

Co. A, 55th NC 
Co. A, 55th NC 
Co. C, 43rd NC 
Ist NC Cav. 
Co. C, 43rd NC 


13th Art. 


Co. C, 27th NC 


54th NC 

Co. I, 17th NC 
Co. D, 47th NC 
Co. D, 24th NC 
Co. I, 17th NC 
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TOISNOT HALL ADVERTISEMENT MAPS AND GENEALOGY IN THE NORTH 


The Wilson Times, July 1, 1911 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 
TOISNOT HALL 
SELECT SCHOOL FOR BOYS AND 
GIRLS. 


Rev. Evans A. Edwards, M. A., Head-Master, High School 
and College work. Greek, Latin, English, The English Bible. 

Prof. Karl Moench, Ph. D., Secretary. German, French, 
Greek. 

High School: Prof. , B.A., Graduate, Johns Hopkins. 

Higher Grades: Prof. , B. A., experienced teacher, 
graduate Lehigh University. At present in Y. M. C. A. work. 

Middle Grades: A Deaconess, experienced in teaching. 

Primary Grades: Miss Annie Bishop, of Wilson, and the 
Deaconess. 

Music and Kindergarten affiliated: Further announcement 
to be made. 

School limited to fifty: a teacher to every eight pupils. Indi- 
vidual instruction that will assure all the progress possible. 

The work of any year in college may be taken if desired. 

Tuition per year: Primary, $50.00; Middle Grades, $60.00; 
Higher Grades and High School, $80.00; College work, 
$100.00. 

Special rates for one or two studies. A reduction for two or 
more from one family. The right of refusing any application 
without explanation is reserved. 

Please make application at once to the Head-Master in writ- 
ing. When he goes on vacation, mail addressed Wilson will 


be forwarded. 

[Bobby Boykin’s notes. “I’ve never heard of this school. Rev. Evan A. 
Edwards was the priest at St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church. He accepted a 
call to Lawrence, Kansas, in Sept. 1911, so the school must not have 
opened.”] 


NEW EQUIPMENT FOR ELM CITY SCHOOLS. 
The Wilson Times, March 18, 1913 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 

Elm City, March 17—Upon the invitation of ex-Senator J. 
D. Dawes, a large number of citizens met in his office to dis- 
cuss matter of importance. Dr. E. G. Moore was chosen chair- 
man and Mr. Clay Patterson, secretary, after which Senator 
Dawes stated that he had been advised by Superintendent W. 
G. Coltraine that funds were needed to pay for some audito- 
rium chairs which had been recently purchased by the super- 
intendent of schools. Therefore the object of the meeting was 
to devise ways and means for raising sufficient funds to pay 
off the indebtedness. 

After brief discussion it was moved that those present pay 
for the chairs. The secretary took contributions and more than 
the required amount was raised in a few minutes. 

As the meeting was in the act of adjourning Mr. J. W. Cox 
in a few happy and well chosen remarks complimented the 
management of the school and the splendid mood of those 
present, and suggested that while everybody was in such a 
generous frame of minds that perhaps some of them would 
like to pay off the remaining $70 due on the piano. The fol- 
lowing gentlemen agreed to pay this debt: S. R. Wells, J. D. 
Hawes, G. A. Barnes, J. W. Cox, W. H. Dixon, W. H. Prid- 
gen, T. W. Williams, J. L. Bailey and Rev. J. M. Ashby. 





CAROLINA STATE ARCHIVES 

Debbi Blake 

Reprinted from Wake Treasures, Volume XIII, Number 1, 
Winter/Spring 2003 


Maps can be helpful to genealogists in many different ways. 
Maps show the geography of an area and most researchers 
would love to be able to point to the area where an ancestor 
lived. From another perspective, researchers should remem- 
ber that geography was vitally important to our ancestors. Wa- 
terways were the major roads on which our ancestors used to 
travel. Where the waterways are and where they go is critical 
to the study of migration. Early North Carolinians were espe- 
cially affected by the geography of our state. Few people could 
come directly into our state because of our unique and diffi- 
cult-to-navigate coastline. For that reason most of our early 
inhabitants came here from other states, especially Virginia 
and South Carolina. Maps showing contiguous areas and wa- 
terways to move about are very important to any genealogical 
study. 

The most obvious use of maps, of course, is to locate the 
place where one's ancestors lived. The closer the date of the 
map is to the time period you are looking for, naturally the 
better off you are. Comparing maps of various time periods, 
however, can also be helpful as such maps can indicate 
changes in boundaries and natural areas. Comparing maps to 
census information is important as well. It can help es- 
tablish what the neighborhood of an ancestor looked like. 

There are some misleading assumptions that genealogists tend 











to make about maps. Assumption 1) In order to find the place 
where your ancestor lived you need only check a period map. 
It would, of course, be nice ifthis were true. The truth is 
that few old maps exist for local areas. We need to remember 
why older maps were created—most often it was to get from 
one place to another, not to document an area in 1750. In other 
words, the majority of older maps cover rather large chunks 
of real estate and most researchers are pining for maps of 
very tiny areas. Assumption 2) By looking on a period 
map, a researcher will find the names of landowners. Oh how 
we all wish this were true! Very few of these types of maps 
exist and even those maps that do exist will only have cer- 
tain landowners on them, not everyone who lived in the 
area. They also cannot show the descent of land; in other 
words, if landowners appear on a map it only shows who 
owned a piece of land at that one given moment. 

One has to remember also that place names and boundaries 
change over time and the careful researcher must be aware 
of those changes and when they occurred. A person's ances- 
tors can sit on one piece of land for 200 or more years and 
have the boundaries change all around them. Each time that 
the name of the place changes it may be necessary for the 
researcher to change the county or part of a county he or she 
is searching. 

“The past lives on, in art and memory, but it is not static: it 
shifts and changes as the present throws its shadows back- 
wards. The landscape also changes, but far more slowly; it is 
a living link between what we were and what we have be- 
come. Margaret Drabble, A Writer’s Britain 
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MINUTES, SEPT EMBER 23, 2003 

WCGS began its fall schedule on September 23rd with Sue Powell presiding at 
a meeting in Asbury Hall at the First Methodist Church. Arrangements were 
made by Mary Anne Sheak and Dick Roundtree. 

Minutes of the prior meeting were printed in the June issue of Trees of Wilson 
and were approved as written there. Henry Powell gave the treasurer's report 
which included miscellaneous income and publishing expenses leaving a total of 
$3884.00, one $6385.00 CD and an inventory of $5100.00. 

Our June social was a most enjoyable evening made possible by Grace Turner's 
family. They secured the location, and her daughter Deborah decorated in a fes- 
tive Hawaiian luau theme. 

Joan Waddell gave a report on the WCGS library committee's study and recom- 
mendations. 

Sue Powell and Frances Roberson have met at the library each Wednesday gath- 
ering information for the individual family units who meet the definition of 
"founding families." Working the way through the alphabet takes a great deal of 
time and assistance from other members would be welcome! 

The index for Wilson County's Architectural Heritage reprint is being proofread 
by Henry and Sue, and they are waiting for the preface to be done and hope to 
take the master to the printer by October. Availability of the book will be an- 
nounced in the next issue of Trees, and orders may be placed by writing or email. 
The cost will be $20 + $1.40 tax for in state purchases + $3 postage and handling, 
if mailed. 

Wilson County Waterways map will be printed in early October with the infor- 
mation that we have. Watch Trees for information on the availability. The cost 
will be $5 + $.35 tax for in state purchases plus $3 postage and handling, if 
mailed. 

Announcements were made about fall workshops. The first being a NCGS 
workshop/annual meeting at the Zebulon Civic Center on November 7-8. Informa- 
tion can be obtained by going to the e-mail address info@ncgenealogy.org. Sue 
and Henry Powell will be there on Saturday to promote WCGS membership and 
book sales. Two volunteers are needed to man the WCGS table on November 8. 
The Wake County Genealogical Society and Olivia Raney Library Workshop, on 
September 27, 2003, at the Commons Building, Wake County Office Park, will be 
on Evaluating Evidence, Using Land Records, Land Platting, and Organizing your 
Research Material. 

Nominations for the officers for 2004 are: 

President: Carol Forbes 

Vice-Presidnet: Sue Powell 

Secretary: Frances Roberson 

Treasurer: Henry Powell 

Board member: Mary Anne Sheak (2 year term to complete Carol Forbes' 
term) 

Board member: Judy O' Neal (3 year term) 
These will be presented for election at the October Meeting. 

There will be a fall membership special giving those who join the society be- 
tween October and December Trees for the remainder of this year plus the coming 
year. 

A pre-Christmas book special will be offered (October 1 through December 31, 
2003) which includes $25 for the census and cemetery books and $10 for They 
Moved Away. Orders requesting Christmas delivery should be received by the end 
of November to allow time for processing and delivery. 

Henry Powell introduced the speaker for the evening. Tim Rackley talked about 
"Methods and Techniques to Identify Probable Parents Using the Census Records 
Prior to 1850 and Other Recorded Information." His presentation was done fol- 
lowing one family and showed the diligence needed to pursue these records and 
suggested that we pay particular attention to birth dates and occupations. He 


showed a rather unique way of keeping the age in mind while searching as we 
(continued in next column) 





Notice 

The Wilson County Public Library is 
no longer open on Thursday evenings 
due to budget cuts from the State and 
the County. It is open Mon-Wed 9:00 
AM 9:00 PM, Thurs-Sat. 9:00 AM-6: 
PM 

The parking area is now located at the 
side of the library building with the en- 
trance and exit on Jackson Street. Over- 
flow parking is available in the shop- 
ping center across the street. 


Queries 
Questions about Wilson County fami- 
lies may be emailed to 


WilsonNC@Yahoogroups.com or to 


ancestor@wcegs.org. 
Queries from WCGS members will be 


automatically posted and printed in the 
next available issue of Trees. Queries 
from non-members may be posted on 
the internet discussion group at the dis- 
cretion of WCGS. 

To become a member of the list, visit 
our web site at http://www.wcgs.org 
Go to the “discussion” section to view 
previous queries and answers or to join 
the group or post a query. 

WCGS members have full posting 
privileges for the E-group. 


(continued from previous column) 

cannot depend on the dates on the cen- 
sus records as always being in agree- 
ment from one census to the next!! 

The meeting was adjourned following 
Tim's interesting, helpful and enjoyable 
presentation. 

Frances W. Roberson 
September 2003 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

North Carolina Genealogical Society 
will hold its Fall Workshop and Annual 
Meeting on November 7 & 8, 2003, at 
the Zebulon Civic Centre, Zebulon, N. 
C. Featured speakers will be Christine 
Rose and Donna Anderson. For more 
information check their website at 


Http//www.ncgenealogy.org or e-mail 


info@ncgenealogy.org. 
The Heritage of Columbus County, 


North Carolina is being prepared at the 
present time with an expected 2004 
publication date. The committee is tak- 
ing orders and requesting articles for 
inclusion in the book. Order deadline is 
Nov. 15, 2003. For more information e- 


mail Raiford94@ncez.net. 
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groin now, get ] 5 months 
fee $20 


Holiday Book Sale 
New publications: 
Waterways o/lap 
Ctrchitectural fteritage UNC Library 2313 


€B#3938 Davis Library 


October 2003 ; 
Chapel Hill NC 27514-8890 








WCGS Publications: please call (252-243-1660) or write for a ___ Confederate Field Map #1. $5.00 
catalog with complete details, or view the list on our wed site. ____ Confederate Field Map #2. $5.00 

____ Confederate Field Map #3. $5.00 
Books ____ Confederate Field Map #4. $5.00 


____ They Moved Away - North Carolinians Who Went to Town of Wilson, Map 1872. $5.00 
Other States. $15.00 Town of Wilson, Map 1882. $5.00 


____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1860. $30.00 ___ Wilson County Waterways $5.00 

____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1870. $30.00 Miscellaneous 

____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume | ____ Cemetery Finder (paper) donation $5.00 shipping included 
$30.00 ____ Wilson Co. Estates Inventory (paper) $5.00 shipping included 

____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Vol, Il $30.00 ____ 2002 WCGS Calendar (Rock Ridge area) or 2003 

____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Vol. IIl_ $30.00 WCGS Calendar (Gardners Township) $11+NC tax 

____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Vol. IV $30.00 | “+ shipping 

Maps oe any ___ Wilson County’s Architectural Heritage $20 





____ Wilson County Historical Map. $5.00 


Payment and shipping: Shipping cost for each book is $3.00. Shipping cost for maps is $3.00 for 1-4 items. 

Add 7.0% sales tax for NC residents on merchandise total (not on shipping). 

Total of items ordered $ Shipping $ Sales Tax § Total of Order$ 

O Check Enclosed O Bill my Credit Card No. (Visa or MasterCard) 
Expires Authorized by: (Signature for charges please) 
Ship to: 

Street 

City State Zip 
Telephone: E-Mail: 


L} Please enroll me as a member of WCGS. I enclose $20 for personal membership & subscription to Trees. Please allow 3-5 weeks | 
for shipping on all orders. You may order books & membership through our website. http:/Awww.wcegs.org. 
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Chronicles of the 





November 2003 





ANNUAL MEETING— 
NOVEMBER 25, 2003 


We meet again at Durwood Stancil 
Refrigeration on Ward Boulevard at 
7:00 PM. 

New officers will be installed for 
2004 (see minutes on p.119 for details). 
In accordance with the bylaws of the 
Society, there will be short status re- 
ports on the various WCGS activities. 
Following a brief business session we 
will adjourn for a reception honoring 
the new and old officers and a special 
recognition for the retirement of Grace 
Turner from the Board of Directors af- 
ter many years of service. 

Refreshments will be served and 
President, Sue Powell, promises to 
make this a taste of the past with treats 
from earlier days to sample. She has 
been busily examining her English, 
Scottish, Irish, Welsh, colonial-era, and 
Civil-war era cookbooks to find just the 
right items for this sampling. 

Please come along and share in the 
joy of this early holiday-season celebra- 
tion. WCGS does not have a Christmas 
event, having decided many years ago 
to schedule the annual social in lieu of 
the June meeting. 


NEW ¢ NEW eNEW ¢ NEW 
Wilson County’s Architectural Heri- 
tage, Kate Ohno, 172 pp. Reprint with 
expanded index, originally published 
1981 by Wilson County. $20 +$3 
shipping + $1.40 NC Sales tax for 
residents. An essential item in the li- 
brary of every Wilson County re- 
searcher. Out of print for 20 years, 
now available from WCGS. 

Wilson County Waterways Map, Sue 
Powell, 2003. All known waterways 
in the county, 5 years in preparation. 
The ideal companion for working with 
old land records. $5 + $3 shipping for 
1-4 maps (see p. 120 for others) +$.35 
NC Sales tax for residents. 


























President’s | Hello, 
Message You will see a new 

name in this column 
starting in the next 
issue as Carol Forbes returns to the of- 
fice of President of WCGS. We look 
forward to having Carol at the reins 
again as she has a considerable depth of 
local knowledge and interest and an in- 
satiable desire to know more. 

My two year term just ending has been 
rewarding. The Society continues to 
grow, with 212 members now. Publica- 
tions sales continue to be satisfactory 
but not booming as the internet siphons 







Highlights of This Issue 


off those looking for quick answers. Our | Family Connections-Webb 110 
meetings have been moved to atempo-_ | Jesse Barnes Camp, page 4 111 
rary location while the library is being | Military Company Elects Captain 111 
expanded. We are grateful to Jerry Stan- | 1891 Pension Warrant hie 
cil for his kindness and generous hospi- | Rejected Pension Applications 113 
tality in letting us use the William Dor- | Captain William White 114 
sey Pender SCV meeting room. It isin- | John Barnes Conscription 114 
spiring to meet under the fatherly gaze | Letter from Captain Giddens 115 
of General Lee, to remember his dedi- | Local Soldier’s Narrative 
cated service to our cause, and to have (Franklin W. Barnes) 116 
the battle flag of the Confederacy to re- | Wijjiam Henry Edwards 117 
mind us of our ancestors who served, Lindsey Moye Obituary 117 
Baeanno never came home: Wartooski to Ward Name Change 118 
Thanks to everyone for your help, co- Holiday Wish 118 
operation and support to me in the past Shirts. Lemenineene 119 
two years. Please give Carol the same. J. W. Worrell Obituary 119 


Sue Powell 
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Library Progress 

A report was given by Joan Waddell at 
the September meeting on the progress 
of the committee that is meeting with the 
Wilson County Public Library staff to 
design the new genealogical facilities in 
the renovated building. 

Work is moving along. Concrete has 
been poured for the lower floor and the 
new wing is just beginning to rise our of 
the ground. The library did experience 
some damage from the last hurricane in 
the form of roof leaks but that is being 
fixed. 

In the meanwhile, genealogy users 
continue to enjoy the larger temporary 
space in which to work. The is much to 
be said for have more than one small 
table with four chairs. This is a good 
way to see how things will be after com- 
pletion of the reconstruction... 

We applaud the work of this commit- 
tee and urge them to continue their work 
with strong input to the library planners 
for the best possible facility. 


Last Announcement! 

In case you missed the earlier notice 
of a seasonal price reduction in some of 
our publications: 

Through December 31 ... 


1860 Census $25 
1870 Census $25 
Cemeteries | $25 
Cemeteries II] $25 
Cemeteries III $25 
CemeteriesIV $25 


(All above are normally $30 each.) 
They Moved Away $10 

(normally $15) 
2002 Calendar $5 
2003 Calendar $5 
(reduced from original $10. Shipping 
now included for calendars. Shipping 
for all other books remains at $3.00 
each.) 
Free 2004 Calendar ($10 value) with 
purchase of $100 in above items in one 
order. 
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This chronicle is published by the Wilson County 
Genealogical Society, organized February 26, 
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Address: P.O. Box 802, Wilson, NC 27894-0802. 
Telephone 252-243-1660. Internet address: 
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spring issue. Trees is indexed in PERSI Active 
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subscription to the ten issues published each year 
or issues remaining from the date of receipt of 
payment. Annual individual membership is $15. 

Materials of genealogical interest to the mem- 
bers of WCGS are accepted for publication at the 
discretion of the Editors and should pertain to 
families with connections in Wilson County and 
its neighboring and parent counties. WCGS can- 
not accept any responsibility for the content of 
contributed materials, including errors and omis- 
sions. Please direct any questions to the contribu- 
tor. Their names and addresses will be provided 
upon request for worthwhile purposes. 

Queries from WCGS members are accepted 
and posted at WilsonNC@yahoogroups.com 
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Trees is mailed under our non-profit bulk mailing 
permit to subscribers of record at the date of mail- 
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Contents © 2002 Wilson County Genealogical 
Society, Inc. All rights reserved. No items may 
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profit corporation by the U.S. Internal Revenue 
Service. The Tax Identification number for 
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LL LL a LR I RT SE ET A 
Family Connections—A Webb Family 
Wilson Daily Times 


We would like to know about our Webb family. DWA & BWH, Wilson 

This request sounds like a pretty big task as Webb is certainly one of 
the larger families in America today (about 150th largest) and is wide- 
spread in virtually every state. However, it isn’t quite so frightful if 
one starts back at the beginning of our nation. 

The two major centers for settlement were the Virginia and the Mas- 
sachusetts Colonies, and those are the places from which we begin our 
search for the Webb family. There were several Webbs who settled in 
New England (a Richard and a Thomas among them) however, our 
concern is with those who settled in Virginia. 

All of these Webbs came from England and most from the county of 
Gloucestershire (pronounced gloster shire). This was sheep country, 
and the wool was used by local weavers to make cloth for clothing. The 
weavers went by names such as Agnes the web (descriptive of the fab- 
ric she created) which survives from the Saxon era in Britain (500-1100 
AD). The original Teutonic word was freeduwebbe which meant, 
loosely, a woman who weaves. The surname now survives as Webb or 
Webbe. Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales makes reference to “a webbe and 
a dyere” (a weaver and a dyer). Another surname which derives from 
this same source word is Webster, being a person who creates a web of 
fabric. 

The first Virginia references to Webbs are to William Webb of Lon- 
don who generously supported the Virginia Company and Thomas 
Webb who purchased three shares of land in the Company. There was 
also a George Webb who arrived with the Third Supply in 1609 and 
was made Sergeant Major of the fort at Jamestown in 1610. He became 
commander of Point Comfort in 1614 (now Fort Monroe in Hampton). 
We have no records of the offspring of any of these “Gentlemen,” as 
they were called in colonial terminology. 

Other early arrivals were John Webb who had 100 acres on the East- 
ern Shore of Virginia, Stephen Webb who had land in Surrey County, 
William Webb who had 400 acres in Westmoreland County in 1668, 
George Webb who had S0 acres in Elizabeth City County (Newport 
News), John Webb who had 1,900 acres in New Kent County, and nu- 
merous others including Giles Webb who settled in Nansemond County 
(present-day Suffolk) along with others of the same surname in the lit- 
tle town of Chuckatuck. Giles was likely from Gloucestershire based 
on references in his will to his brother, Thomas, of Gloucester. 

While there is no certainty to the assumption that Giles is one of the 
probable ancestor of our inquirers, he makes a likely suspect based on 
the family history. Giles was a Burgess (member of the legislature) in 
1658, 1659 and 1660. Shortly thereafter he moved north to Rappahan- 
nock County in the Northern Neck of Virginia where new land grants 
had been made available by Lord Fairfax. He patented 681 acres in 
1667 on the north side of the Rappahannock River. We have no further 
records of Giles in Nansemond County as those county records were 
destroyed in a courthouse fire many years ago. Existing wills from ad- 
joining Isle of Wight County name Giles as grandfather of James 
Webb.. of that county. 

The descendants of Giles Webb of Rappahannock County spread far 
and wide over the next two centuries, and several settled in Granville 
County, North Carolina, where they may still be found in the Town of 
Oxford. Other Webbs of Nansemond County remain obscure due to the 
destruction of those county records. One Edgecombe County record 


shows the arrival of a John Webb, probably from Nansemond County, 
(Continued on page 111) 
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JESSE BARNES CONFEDERATE 
VETERANS CAMP ROSTER, page 4 


Contributed by M. M. “Monk” Moore 


(Editor’s note: This is page 4 Of 6 pages. 
The series began in August 2003.] 


Jones, C. J. 
Jenkins, Jonathan 
Johnson, Woodard 
Jones, Rickey 
Jenkins, J. H. 
Johnson, B. T. 
Johnson, J. H. 
Jones, W. C. 
Jackson, D. F. 


Kidder, P. K. 
Kormegay, D. W. 
Knight, T. D. 
Killette, L. D. 
Kirby, Jessee 


Lucas, J. H. 
Leath, Jas. M. 
Lamm, Enos 
Lee, John H. 
Lamm, Isham 
Lamm, Barney 
Lewis, Griffin 
Lewis, B. B. 
Lamm, J. B. 
Lamm, Ed 
Lewis, Caswell 
Lucas, W. D. 
Lemmen, J. B. 
Land, Lafayette 
Langley, F. S. 
Langley, N. H. 


McKeel, Speight 
McKethan, John F. 


Co. B, 10th SC 
Co. K, 16th NC 
Co. H, 4th NC Cav. 


Co. C, 62nd NC 
Co. G, Ist NC 

Co. F, 10th NC 
Co. D 

Co. F, 4th NC Cav. 


16th NC Cav. 

Co. G, 40th NC 
Co. F, 4th NC 

Co. C, 43rd NC Inf. 


Co. E, 41st Va. 


Co. A, 55th NC 
Co. H, 2nd NC 
Co. E, 7th NC 

Co. H, 59th NC 


Co. A, 55th NC 

Co. D, 47th NC Inf. 
Co. H, 59th NC 
Cone 


Co. G, 13th NC 
Co. E, 7th NC Inf. 


(Webb, Continued from page 110) 

after 1780. John built a house on a ridge which is now right on the bor- 
der between Wilson and Edgecombe Counties. The house is still stand- 
ing but hopelessly derelict. It may be seen on the right side of Rt. 42 
east near St. Louis just before the Edgecombe County line. 

John Webb of Edgecombe is thought to be the ancestor of most of 
the Webbs in the Wilson—Edgecombe area. This is a large family, far 
too complex to include in this brief narrative. 

We find the ancestors of our inquirers beginning with an orphan boy, 
Wiley or William Webb, born about 1850, who was raised by the G. 
W. Ward family in the Saratoga area. For lack of further information 
we will consider that he could be a descendant of our local John 
Webb. Wiley married Sallie Skinner in 1878 and they farmed in the 
Saratoga area. Their first son, William James Albert Webb was born in 
1881 and, to make the tree more interesting, married Mamie Ella 
Webb. She does not appear to be connected with the local John Webb 
family but is possibly from Granville County where descendants of 
Giles Webb settled many years before. 

William and Mamie settled in Stantonsburg where your father, Roy, 
was born and raised. Roy married a local girl, Frances Hill and they 
moved to Wilson. You know the rest of the story from here. 

The Wilson County Genealogical Society is pleased to announce the 
reprinting of a local favorite, Wilson County’s Architectural Heritage. 
Originally published in 1981, this book has been out of print for many 
years. Permission has been granted for the Society to reissue this book. 
Copies may be obtained from the Society at PO Box 802, Wilson 
27894, by telephone at 243-1660 (check or Visa/MasterCard) or from 
the Wilson County Library (check or cash). The release date will 
probably be around October 25. The cost is $20 plus tax and $3 ship- 
ping if required. 

The Society is also making available several other publications at a 
special price for Holiday purchases. The Wilson County Census books 
(1860 and 1870) and the Wilson County Cemetery books (Volumes I, 
I, III and IV) are priced at $25 plus tax and $3 shipping if required. 
They Moved Away is priced at $10 plus tax and shipping. The same 
ordering & purchase procedures apply to these publications, and they 
are available now. 


He & Sue Powell 








Moore, Jno. R. Co. A, 40th NC MILITARY COMPANY ELECTS CAPTAIN. 

Moore, May Co. G, 5th NC The Wilson Daily Times, June 13, 1913 

Moore, Thomas J. Co. F, 30° NC Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 

Marshburn, Saml. D. Co. F, 4th NC ; 

Moore, Jesse R. Co. A, 40th NC The Wilson Light Infantry has elected Mr. G. K. Freeman to the cap- 
Marshburn, Jas. H. Co. F, 4th NC taincy, vice Captain Carl Batts resigned. 

Moore, Jim R. Co. A, 40th NC The selection of Mr. Freeman is a most excellent choice. This young 
Marlow, W. M. Co. K, 67th NC man is a hustler and though only a short while here from Goldsboro, 
Murray, Hugh Jr. Res his native city, where he was deeply interested in matters of military, 
Manning, Jno. T. Co. G, 5th NC has not only won a host of friends but has impressed all with his ster- 
Moore, John W. Co. A, 55th NC PEYE CREME . eee 

Mercer, W. B. Co. H. 55th NC The company is in splendid shape, considering the embarrassments 
Morgan, Jno. H. Co. < 47th NC and difficulties under which it has recently labored. For some time the 
Mathews, Geo. W. on Cc. 43rd NC Inf. men have had no proper place to drill and keep their equipment, their 
Meachum, Wm. Co. B, 47th NC armory having been disturbed by the renovation of the Linehan build- 
Mercer, W. H. Co. H, 4th NC Cav. ing. They have temporary quarters in the Lamm building on Barnes 
Manning, Joseph Co. A, 47th NC street and we sincerely trust that at no very distant date suitable quar- 
Mercer, J. W. Co. A, 55th NC ters will be provided. The company is making arrangements to get in 
Moye, Lindsey Co. K. 47th NC good shape for the coming encampment which it expects to attend. 
Morris, N. A. , There are now forty-five men enrolled. 

Moore, Benj. 
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DECEMBER 7, 1891, PENSION WARRANT 
N. C. Archives, Wilson County Miscellaneous Records 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
OFFICE Reg. of Deeds 
Wilson County, 
December 7” 1891 
To G. W. Sanderlin, State Auditor 


Raleigh, N. C. 
Sir:- I acknowledge receipt this day of pension warrants forwarded by you for each of the pensioners 


whose names are given below. 


NAME 
Bell, Lucinda os. H. Bell 
| 


WIDOWS. 











Post Office. 


Black Creek 


Killed Mail | 
Killed __[Boyette Mail aaa 
Killed | ilson Delivered 
Killed |Lucama Mail 
Killed [Wilson ice 
Killed | 

Killed | lack Creek 

Killed [Wilson 
son 
Disease [Taylors (Mail 
Disease _{Toisnot 
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lark, N. B ohn B. Clark 
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Perry, S 
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Given under my hand and seal this 7th day of Decm 7th 189] 
S M Warren 
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SOLDIERS. 






Mathis, Noel 


Moore, A. B. By wounds 


Pa 


Pittman, C. By wounds 


Pe ea ie) 
By wounds 
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aa J. A. 
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REJECTED APPLICATIONS FOR PENSION 
N. C. Archives, Miscellaneous Files 
Abstracted by Sue E. Powell 


Soldier’s Application for Pension 
Act of March 2d, 1901 

Elbert Webb, Co. I, 17" Regiment NCST, enlisted May 1862 

Albert Webb, Sr., age 64, resident of Saratoga (same as 
Elbert Webb) 

That by reason of having a sore leg and old age, he is par- 
tially unable to do manual labor 

Physician W. S. Anderson’s assessment: disability — one 
half 

Not allowed 25 June 1902 


J. L. Skinner, Co. B., 2"! Regiment NCST, enlisted May 
1862 

Jesse L. Skinner, age 64, resident of Wilson 

That by reason of old age and becoming crib[?] he is par- 
tially unable to do manual labor 

Dr. W. S. Anderson’s assessment: disability — one half 

Not allowed 5 July, 1902 


Wiley G. Dixon, Co. B, 2" Regiment NCST Infantry, 
enlisted January 1862 

Age 72, resident of Elm City 

That by reason of old age and failing health, he is almost 
wholly unable to perform manual labor 

Dr. W. S. Anderson’s assessment: disability — one half 

Not allowed June 30, 1902 


James I. Boykin, Co. C, Az Regiment, enlisted 15 February, 
1862 

Age 75, resident of Talbot 

That he is now totally unable to do any labor 

Dr. H. F. Freeman’s assessment — I have examined Mr. 
James I. Boykin carefully and have attended him several 
years in his sickness. For years he has been nearly blind and 
not able to work much __. This cause he says from his ser- 
vices in the war. He is now and has been for along time to- 
taly disable to do any work and almost helpless. 

Not allowed 3 July, 1902 


Truman Jones, Co. I, 35" Regiment, enlisted 22 August 1861 

Age 61, resident of Lucama 

While in said service at Plymouth, N. C., on or about 20 
April 1864, he received a wound or wounds. Gun shot 
wound through right leg, that by reason of said wound, and 
old age he is partially unable to perform manual labor 

Dr. W. S. Anderson’s assessment: disability — three 
fourths 

Not allowed July 7, 1902 
J. W. Holmes, Co. D, 50™ Regiment NCST, enlisted June 
1861 

Age 52, resident of Wilson 

That by reason of old age and very bad health, he is par- 
tially unable to do manual labor 

Dr. W. S. Anderson’s assessment: disability — two thirds 

Too young 
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CAPTAIN WILLIAM WHITE 
From the family files of Hugh B. Johnston 
Captain William White, ca. 1763-Oct. 3, 1822, son of 
White and wife , lived in lower Edgecombe 
(now Wilson) County near the Nash County line. He became 
a planter of some substance and also operated a mercantile 
business near Hickory Grove in the vicinity of the old cross- 
roads near Tosneot Baptist Church. The earliest surviving 
Minute Book of this church indicates that he was already a 
member on March 25, 1820 and that he was elected a deacon 
in July, 1822. He died on October 3, 1822. His wife Martha 
White was also a member of Tosneot Baptist Church on 
March 25, 1820, and the Minute Book states that she died in 
1840. The inventory of the personal estate of Martha White 
was actually taken on July 1, 1840, and was sold at public 
auction on August 13, 1840, by Benjamin White, administra- 
tor: among the purchasers were Benjamin White, Martha 
White, and Edith Dawson (Inventories & Accounts of Sales, 
1830-1842, p. 435). 

On December 19, 1795, William White, Jr., sold Joshua 
White for £130 in specie money 145 acres south of Hominy 
Swamp adjoining William Bond’s old corner, Stephen Cobb, 
Cornelius Jordan, Jr., John White, and David Godwin (from 
a grant to Samuel Yates in 1782), witnessed by John Morris, 
Sr., and Thomas Morris (Deed Book 8, p. 442). On January 
20, 1797, Thomas (x) Jordan sold William White, Jr., for 
£18.15.0 current North Carolina money 75 acres on both 
sides of Pocoson Branch adjoining Stephen Cobb and said 
White, witnessed by Joshua White and Henry (x) Jordan 
(Deed Book 8, p. 722). 

On July 27, 1805, Benjamin Farmer sold William White 
for £5 in North Carolina currency 3 % acres south of Hominy 
Swamp adjoining said Farmer, witnessed by Arthur Dew and 
Joshua White (Deed Book 11, p. 608). On July 24, 1817, 
William White of Edgecombe County sold Elijah Roberson 
for $1,000.00 a tract of 200 acres south of Hominy Swamp 
and north of “the road that leads from Horn’s Bridge in Nash 
County to Goddin’s Bridge across Tosnot in Edgecombe 
County,” bounded by Farmer & Daniel and White & Cobb, 
witnessed by Jacob Farmer and H. Harrison (Deed Book 0, 
p. 335). On April 11, 1818, Elijah Roberson of Edgecombe 
County sold William White for $1, 000.00 a tract of 200 
acres south of Hominy Swamp adjoining Benjamin Farmer, 
Josiah Daniel, Cobb, and “the Public Road Leading from 
Goddin’s Bridge to Horn’s Bridge, "witnessed by Jesse Bar- 
nes and John B. Cobb. (Deed Book 16, p.371). 

The inventory of William White was taken on February 1, 
1823, by Joseph Barnes, administrator, and listed 28 cattle, 4 
horses, !1 slaves, Notes, Old Judgments, Open Accounts on 
Books, and a considerable variety of personal property 
(Inventories & Accounts of Sales, 1820-1825, pp. 408/412). 
His personal property was exposed to public auction by Jo- 
seph Barnes on December 18, 1822, February 18, 1823, and 
September 24, 1823; among the purchasers were Benjamin 
White, Martha White, Polly White, Edy Dawson, Dawson 
Vasser, Dempsey Barnes, Jesse Barnes, Joseph Farmer, Ar- 
thur D. Farmer, James Permenter, John Peelle, Thomas 
Horn, John Horn, William Horn, and Willie Rountree 
(Inventories & Accounts of Sales, 1826-1830, pp. 148/151). 
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An account of the estate was rendered by the administrator 

on February 22, 1827 (Idem, pp. 163/164). 

On December 23, 1826, Benjamin White, Edith Dawson, 
and Martha White, “Heirs of W™ White Decd.” sold 
Dempsey Daniel for $400.00 a tract of 200 acres south of 
Hominy Swamp adjoining Ephraim Daniel, Benjamin 
Farmer, and “the publick Road leading from Godding’s 
Bridge to Horn’s Bridge,” witnessed by F. F. Robbins and 
Dempsey Barnes (Deed Book 19, p. 114). 

Martha White, widow of Capt. William White, made her 
will in Edgecombe County on January 26, 1838, and it was 
probated in May Court, 1840: (1) daughter Edith Dawson, 
one slave; (2) daughter Martha White, one slave; (3) son 
Benjamin White, one slave; (4) slave Tab may choose which 
child she prefers to live with, and old slave Nan is to be 
maintained by the family; (5) son Joshua White, $5.00; (6) 
son William, $5.00; (7) executor Edwin Barnes; and (8) wit- 
nesses Joshua Barnes and James D. Barnes (Will Book F, p. 
244). 

Children of William and Martha “Patsey” White: 

1. Joshua White was born in 1786, died 1866, married 
Polly Holt in 1813 in Williamson Co, Tenn. In !860, he 
was living Marshall Co. Tenn. 

2. William White was born in 1790. 

3. Edith White was born in 1794, died 1858, married 
Dempsey Dawson. 

4. Martha White was born in 1796, died September 1864. 

Benjamin White was born in 1798, died in 1860. 


JOHN BARNES’ CONSCRIPTION 
N.C. Archives, Wilson Co. Miscellaneous Records 
Abstracted by Sue E. Powell 

John Barnes, Wilson County resident, 27 years old, being 
liable to conscription, on 26 April 1862, employed C. Hines 
Barnes then over 40 years old, Wilson County resident, to 
become his substitute. C. Hines Barnes enlisted in Capt. Wil- 
liam Bullocks Co., 55" Regiment, NC Troops in John Barnes 
place. 

P. H. Simms, on October 15, 1863, arrested John Barnes 
and ordered him into the Court of Conscripts. 

[Editor’s note: According to North Carolina Troops: 1861- 
1865, Caswell Hines Barnes, private, was born in Nash 
County, resided in Wilson County, and worked as a shoe- 
maker, when at the age of 40, he enlisted in Company A, 
55th Regiment on April 29, 1862, as a substitute for John 
Barnes, Jr., of Wilson County. He was wounded in both legs 
at Wilderness, Virginia, on May 5, 1864. He was reported in 
the hospital at Richmond, Virginia, September 14-15, 1864, 
and retired from service on October 28, 1864, “presumably 
by reason of disability from wounds.” On December 15, 
1864, he was assigned to duty with the Invalid Corps. 

Hines Barnes married Nancy Bottoms in Nash Co. on May 
16, 1842. In the 1860 Wilson Co. Census, Hines Barnes, 37, 
day laborer, and Nancy, 34, lived in Wilson District. Living 
with them were Clinton, 14; Ansley, 12; Jackson, 11; Cap- 
tain, 9; William, 7; Sarah, 4; Clarisa, 1; Sallie Bottoms, 30, 
seamstress; and Cintha Farmer, 40, seamstress. 

Lt. Patrick Henry Simms, Co. A, 4"" Reg., NCST, resigned 
from active duty on Feb. 7, 1863, due to illness. He contin- 
ued to work in the service of the Confederate cause. ] 
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LETTER FROM CAPTAIN GIDDENS 
The Wilson Times, January 9, 1917 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 

Mrs. Jones has very kindly allowed us to publish the fol- 

lowing very good letter from her brother, Captain Giddings. 
Camp Stewart, Texas, Jan. 3, 1917 

Well, things here have been so on the move for the past 
few days, I have not had the proper chance to write you the 
promised letter. 

We have been having the worst sand storms, you ever saw, 
and then in the middle of this we have had to “board in” and 
floor our tents, so in this disturbed shape we have not been 
able to do any letter writing. 

Now for our Christmas, we went to the Mesa and got some 
of the only green things available, which consisted of Sage, 
Cactus, Cotton Wood etc. and with these small limbs and 
twigs, we built a very good looking tree, fixing cranberries 
on to represent Holly. The box of gifts from Wilson, with the 
gifts for each member of the company came in time, and we 
placed these packages on the tree, and at morning Mess we 
had a little ceremony, consisting of a prayer by Corpal 
Dempsey some songs by our quartette, Perry, Swinson, 
Dunn, Strickland and others and then we gave out the pre- 
sents, each man getting his. The Captain made a few remarks 
Stating the gifts had come from friends in Wilson and that 
you had arranged them with each tag bearing a Good Wish 
for Christmas and also that you had an idea that one of the 
happiest parts of getting the gifts was the fact that only a 
very few Wilson people had refused to help, which to us 
meant that “we were still remembered in a kind way by the 
Folks Back Home. There were cheers for Wilson, the good 
people and for you and your unselfishness in giving your 
time and labor for their good cheer. 

The men are saving the gifts as they would from a sweet- 
heart, as some of the men do not smoke or chew, you would 
think they would trade these things to others, but not so, they 
are keeping them, which show their appreciation. 

Our company is different from the others down here in 
many ways and to me at times they seem very strange to be 
soldiers. They are to me the very best lot I ever saw, as a 
whole, they have a “company spirit” that would be hard to 
beat in any organization, to show you how they are, when- 
ever one “bad one” gets “bawled out” for any violation the 
others make life miserable for him. We don’t have troubles 
other companies have, and so far we have the record for 
“Court Martials,” having had less than any company in the 
N. C. Brigade. We have more men transferred and promoted 
than any company in the brigade also, which is right much of 
a compliment. They are GOOD and have made GOOD ever 
since we came into this service. We have NOT had a man 
arrested for any violations of the Provost laws since getting 
to this station, and the City of El Paso is a wide open Bar 
Town, and to me I believe it is the wickedest place in the 
country, New Orleans not accepted. As Mr. Barbour said to 
me when he was here to see Norwood, “This is a veritable 
Sodom and Gomoriah.” I carried him to town and down to 
the Mexican quarter, as near the river as we were allowed. 

Well, since Christmas, there has been several “shooting- 
across-the-border” affairs, but our side has not lost any men 


on account of this, but there were several Mexican 
(Carranza) soldiers hit by our men. The Third Kentucky were 
on patrol at that time. 

You see E] Paso 1s the place on entry into this country from 
the Mexican side, so whenever any of that bunch is in trouble 
they haul out for El Paso. The lower part of the city is __ 
refugees, and you may see great numbers of the poor things, 
carrying _ clothing, food etc. in blankets, __wls etc. and 
laying around Abode _es which are so full others have to 
camp outside. They are pitifulto _ and especially now that 
Villa has practically ruined the section between here and 
Torreon. He is gaining strength all the time, and today’s re- 
ports say he has army of over 10,000 men equipped and with 
plenty of supplies. He takes a city, loots it of half they have, 
and then leaves the place unguarded. Then the Carranza 
bunch come in “claiming a great victory” and they then take 
all that is left. Villa repays the owners of property he takes, 
and Caranzaistas do not which to the Mexicans shows Villa 
to be the best man. Villa seems to like to take money and 
valuables of the rich, and with this he pays back the damage 
he is “forced” to do to the property of the poor. 

We have news today that Gen. Pershings troops are to 
come to our camp and the indications are that his move will 
start soon. We are also the have an Aviation Camp consisting 
of over 20 Biplanes. 

Our Division is breaking up at this time, and we will be 
(that is the N. C. Brigade) will be transferred to the Tenth 
Division, and if this is true we will have to do a lot of Patrol 
Duty right across the river from Mexico. 

The “Pennsy” soldiers are moving to the trains today, and I 
think the 16" Regiment will leave tonight. Gen. Clements 
and his staff will leave on the 8", and when this is done we 
will be directly under the command of Gen Bell of which I 
will be very glad, for as a part of the Pennsy Division, we 
have not been known, nor given a chance to show what we 
can do. 

Our N. C. Brigade officers were invited to a reception 
given by Gen. Clements at his headquarters, yesterday, so we 
went and had a nice talk with him. He thinks a lot of the N. 
C. Soldiers and stated that he considered it an honor to have 
known us. He was now convinced that the “old feeling be- 
tween the North and the South had all been wiped away,” 
and that he hoped that in case we are called upon to go into 
Mexico “he will have the honor of having us in his division.” 
He seems to be a real good old man, but I want the World to 
know that should the N. C. soldiers HAVE to get into Mex- 
ico, I would rather have our General Young in command 
than any man I know. Honestly I feel that Lawrence W. 
Young our Brigadier General is the BEST GENERAL the 
whole U. S. Army has today. He calls himself a “Hill Billie 
from Down Home.” 

Well, I had no idea I would take up so much of your time 
in thanking you for the Christmas things and through you the 
Good People of Wilson, when I started this, so you must ex- 
cuse me this time. With love and many, many thanks, 

Your Brother, 





L. D. Giddens 
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A LOCAL CIVIL WAR SOLDIER’S 


NARRATIVE 

Edited by Hugh Buckner Johnston 

[Editor’s note: The narrative was written as one paragraph. 
Paragraph breaks have been inserted to make it easier to 
read. All other insertions were made by Mr. Johnston.] 

The narrative being transcribed here was written by Frank- 
lin Washington Barnes (October 10, 1844-May 30, 1910), a 
son of Edwin Wyllie Barnes and wife Elizabeth Simms of 
Wilson County. Prior to the Civil War he had attended Dr. 
Charles F. Deem’s Military Academy at Wilson, North Caro- 
lina. On October 27, 1869, he married Matilda “Mattie” 
Bynum (April 21, 1848-December 5, 1925), daughter of 
Colonel Robert Bynum and wife Elizabeth Harrison, by 
whom he had four children: (1) Elizabeth, born September 
28, 1870, married Floyd Stith Davis; (2) Alice, born August 
2, 1873, married 1‘ Dr. Edward Kendall Wright and 2™ Wil- 
liam Sheppard Harriss; (3) Frank Bynum, (June 8, 1875- 
February 11, 1877); (4) Robert Edward, born December 3, 
1879, married Julia Herring. For over twenty years he was 
President of the First National Bank of Wilson. In 1986 the 
following manuscript belonged to Mrs. Virginia Pou Dough- 
ton of Raleigh, North Carolina. 

Frank Washington Barnes volunteered as a soldier in the 
Confederacy in Sept. 1862 at Wilson, N. C., in Captain Ar- 
thur Barnes’ Company, and was elected Orderly Sergeant. 
He was the business manager looking after the commissary 
department and he called the roll of men, doing it always 
from memory. 

His company left for Garysburg, N. C., in January 1863 
where they were equipped for service; they were then or- 
dered to Goldsboro, N. C., to meet the Union Army. From 
there they were ordered to Kinston, N. C., where in February 
they were assigned to Wheeler’s Battalion of four or five 
companies. They were then ordered to Snow Hill, N. C. 
From there they were ordered to Raleigh, N. C., remaining 
three or four days, then ordered back to Snow Hill and from 
there ordered to Washington, N. C., where F. W. Barnes per- 
formed his first active military service. 

He was detailed as a scout to get information as to the Un- 
ion Army in Washington, N. C. There they were transferred 
to Col. Ferebee’s Regiment the 4" North Carolina Cavalry, 
A Brigade of eight companies commanded by Beverly H. 
Robertson, a Baltimorean. From there they were ordered to 
Virginia by way of Murfreesboro, N. C., Franklin and Peters- 
burg, Va., on to Richmond where they participated in Stone- 
wall Jackson’s funeral. 

From Richmond they were ordered to Culpepper Court 
House, from there to Brandy Station where they fought in the 
largest cavalry fight during the war. This was on June 9 
[1863]. From there on their Route to Gettysburg, Pa., they 
had an encounter at Middleburg, Upperville, and Paris, Va. 
They fought six days. 

His Company of 80 men had traveled 20-30 miles when 
called with 4" Reg. to Middleburg to aid Gen. Stuart—after 
the long ride only about 12 or 15 reached their destination, F. 
W. Barnes being one of this number. Next day while he with 
others was on picket duty on Aldie Turnpike they were at- 
tacked. Several men and horses were wounded. His horse 


“Blaze” was shot by bullets through the thy [thigh] & dis- 
abled. 

They reached Gettysburg July 2" 1863 where F. W. Bar- 
nes was detailed to take charge of about seven hundred fed- 
eral prisoners, where he remained during the entire fight. At 
close of the fight July 4 he was detailed to guard a wagon- 
train back to Williamsport, Va. On account of the Potomac 
River being swollen by rains they were unable to cross and 
were forced to remain there 2 or 3 days and while there the 
wagon train was attacked. The Confederates were victorious. 
This was General Lee’s entire wagon train consisting of 26 
hundred wagons each wagon drawn by 4 some by 6 mules, 
about 11000 mules in all, distance traveled about 75 miles, 
line of wagons reaching 12 or 15 miles. 

They then went into Winter Quarters at Orange Court 
House, Va. From there they went to Richmond, then in camp 
around Drury’s Bluff, until May 1864, when F. W. Barmes 
was engaged in a fight on W. & W. Rail Road. 

On June 5" he engaged in a fight at Petersburg on Lieuten- 
ant Run, Gen. Beauregarde in command with small forces. 
June 8" at night, he was detailed with 30 men to picket City 
Point Road; he was Lieutenant in command. They were at- 
tacked at dawn on June 9". They were fighting in a ditch 
about 9 o’clock. One man was killed; he was touching the 
elbow of Lieut. Barnes. The man slain was William Henry 
Edwards who was [the] first man killed at Petersburg by 
Grant’s Army. Then Gen. Henry A. Wise ordered them back 
to breast works battery fire. 

After their arrival at [the] Battery Lieut. Barnes was or- 
dered to report to Gen. Wise who complimented him for 
holding Yankees in check for this time. He said, “Lieut., you 
have acted nobly; take the men & horses to [the]spring to 
water and have the men bathe their temples.” (Dr. Moore) 
Adjutant Thos. J. Moore said, “Lieut. Barnes saved Peters- 
burg that day from capture.” 

Lieut. F. W. Barnes was [the] only man in Wilson Co. who 
shot a Yankee in Wilson County & only man shot at by a 
Yankee in Wilson Co. [Editor: Explained later in the narra- 
tive. ] 

From June 9" until Sept. or Oct. he was on picket duties. 
When Union Cavalry officers broke through Confederate 
lines near Reams Station they tried to burn [the] bridge on 
south side R. R. near Blacks’ and Whites. After a hard fight 
they were driven back. They were met by Gen. Wade Hamp- 
ton and on their return several men, caissons and horses were 
captured while going over trees 3 to 5 inches in diameter. 

Next day as they returned near Black’s and White’s he was 
sent on picket post with about 15 men. He stationed men on 
a hill & as he was returning, having gone only about fifty 
yards toward his reserve, he recharged the Yankees & cap- 
tured small arms, scabres [sabres], and pistols, and five suits 
of clothes which had been taken from [the] house of a Con- 
federate scout. He was distressed of course to give these 
clothes up. 

The army then fought down the W. & W. Rail Road to Bell 
Field where the Junior Reserves first engaged in battle; it 
was very cold [and] several reserves froze to death in their 
rifle pits. This was in Jan. 1865. 

(Soldier’s Narrative, Continued on page 117) 
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(Soldier’s Narrative, Continued from page 7) 

The Yankees were driven back to their lines and his com- 
mand stopped on picket duty when two or three nights after 
this Lieut. Barnes was taken with measles and sent to [the] 
Hospital at Weldon, N. C. and then to Wilson Hospital by 
Surgeon Dr. Ed. Barnes of Wilson, N. C. This was the mid- 
dle of March 1865. 

After two weeks at home he recovered & was ordered to 
take charge of a Texan scouting party where at the lower 
edge of Wilson Co. he captured five Yankees near [the] 
home of Col. Geo. W. Stanton. Further down the road at 
[the] home of Mr. Isaac Williams he with his party of ten 
men attacked a party of 30 Yankees who were pillaging his 
house. They fought till they were run into the woods near 
where they waited until the Yankees came out of the house. 
They charged them, killing two & capturing five. They 
scouted the County of Greene for 4 or 5 days, capturing sev- 
eral men. 

He was paroled about April 20" 1865. He belonged to 
Army of Va., Company H, 4" N. C. Cavalry Regiment. 

During this period at home he went into the town [of] Wil- 
son for the day, accompanied by Drew, a negro boy of about 
14 years of age. They rode horseback, one of his war horses 
“June” a beautiful bay, graceful as a gazelle & very fleet of 
foot. Towards evening as they were about to return home he 
was halted & captured by a large company of Yankees who 
were surrounding the town. 

As Lieut. Barnes was approaching them he threw his pistol 
down and with his foot stamped it in the mud, from which 
place he afterward recovered it. He put his thumbs under in- 
signias of rank & tore straps from his coat for he knew they 
would kill on capture an officer as a vengeance because one 
of their Captains had just been killed. 

Drew started with the horse for home when they took both 
boy and horse captives. They marched towards Black Creek 
along Rountree Road, taking their captives. When traveling 
but a few miles they camped for supper [and] sent negro boy 
Drew out to gather wood, when he didn’t return, but by 9 
o’clock was safe at home. 

They halted below Black Creek; they paused to inspect 
things before crossing a swollen stream. They were slack in 
their watch here & Lieut. Barnes stole into the bushes and 
escaped under cover of darkness, reaching home about 2 
o'clock. 

The greatly loved and valued Jane was taken to and placed 
in camp at Goldsboro, N. C. Mrs. Edwin Barnes, Lieut. Bar- 
nes’ mother in company with Dr. Jas. T. Graves went to 
Goldsboro in quest of Jane. They saw [the] Commanding 
officer and he went with them through that great body of 
horses. She readily identified Jane and she was graciously 
restored to her. Jane was purchased from a high officered 
Yankee about 18 months before. She was perhaps the most 
valuable of the 4 or S horses that served Lieut. Barnes while 
he was a soldier. 

She lived several years after the war, and so did Starlight a 
large sorrel animal of imposing appearance & also a fast 
traveler to the day of his death. He took fright at a gun’s re- 
port and ran at the smell of powder. 





WILLIAM HENRY EDWARDS 
Hugh B. Johnston files 

According to other sources, the William Henry Edwards 
(1839-June 15, 1864) mentioned by Lt. Franklin Washington 
Barnes had been promoted to 4" Sergeant by April 30, 1863, 
and was killed near Petersburg by a cannonball that decapi- 
tated him as he was looking over the earthworks. He was the 
son of Edwin Edwards and wife Zilpha Batts, having been 
born and reared in the so-called William Dew Farmer house 
that still stands a mile north of Elm City where U. S. 301 
passes over the railroad. On December 24, 1865, Edward’s 
widow Mary Jane Woodard married as her second husband 
William Howell Thomas, and their first child was the mater- 
nal grandfather of your columnist. 
[Editor’s note: This family information differs slightly from 
the “William Henry Edwards Family Record” which Mr. 
Johnston contributed to Bible Records of Early Edgecombe, 
by Ruth Smith Williams and Margarette Glenn Griffin. In 
this book, the family record states “William H. Edwards, son 
of Edwin Edwards and wife Elizabeth Batts of Edgecombe 
County, was born in 1842 and was killed near Petersburg on 
June 14, 1864. On February 25, 1858, he married Mary Jane 
Woodard, daughter of James Bullock Woodard and wife 
Sarah Peelle. She was born on March 29, 1837, and died on 
April 28, 1905. 

Their children are listed below. 
1. James Edwin Edwards was born on November 3, 1858, 

and died in 1882. 
2. John Bunyan Edwards was born on May 23, 1860, and 
died on September 23, 1861. 

3. Zilphia Britannia Edwards was born on November 19, 
1861. She married David Wilson Woodard. 


LINDSEY MOYE OBITUARY 
The Wilson Times, June 6, 1914 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 

Mr. Lindsey Moye one of Wilson’s oldest and best citizens 
died last night after a long and well spent life of 75 years. 

The deceased leaves a family and host of friends and rela- 
tives who mourn his departure. 

Mr. Moye was one of the few remaining confederate veter- 
ans. He left his home in Franklin county in 1861 and with his 
nine brothers he enlisted in the confederate army. 

Three of his brothers were killed at the battle of Gettys- 
burg. 

After the war Mr. Moye came to this city and has been a 
resident of Wilson for 35 years. 

The funeral services which were conducted by Rev. T. W. 
Chambliss at the Baptist church this afternoon at 4:30, was 
attended by a concourse of sorrowing friends. 

The active pall bearers were Messrs. John E. Woodard, H. 
M. Rowe, W. M. Walls, K. H. Watson, C. Culpepper, W. E. 
Warren. 

The honorary were Messrs. R. A. Turlington, W. M. Moss, 
T. F. Pettus, A. B. Carroll, J. M. Daniel, G. W. Grady, B. S. 
Garris, J. B. Barnes, C. J. Strickland, A. D. McGowan and C. 
E. Blount. 

[Editor’s note: Lindsay Moye, b. 1839, was buried in Ma- 
plewood Cemetery, Wilson, on May 7, 1914. ] 
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SIMON WARTOOSKI PETITION FOR NAME CHANGE 

N. C. Archives, Wilson County Miscellaneous Records 

Transcribed by Sue E. Powell 


North Carolina 
Wilson County 
To J. D. Bardin, Clerk Superior Court. 
The undersigned petitioner respectfully shows: 
ihe That on the 3 day of Jany 1898, he caused to be posted at the Court House, in the town of Wilson, a notice that on 
this day he would apply to this court to have his named changed and the said notice has been posted for more than 
ten days. 
Ze That your petitioners true name is Simon Wartooski and that he has never before had the said name Change by 
law. That he wishes to change his name from that of Simon Wartooski to that of Simon Ward. 
3 That the reasons for your petitioners desiring this change in his name are: 
(a) Because the name of Wartooski is a Russian name and very difficult to pronounce correctly in the english lan- 
guage 
(b) That the name of Ward is the name to which his brother had his name changed, and because it is a shorter and 
more easier of pronounciation than the other, and it is one more familiar and easy for the citizens of this county 
to speak 
Wherefore your petitioner prays that you grant an order changing his name as above set forth and issue to him a proper cer- 
tificate setting forth such change. 


Sworn to and subscribed Simon Wartooski 
Before me this 18day of Jany 1898 
J. D. Bardin, CSC 


North Carolina 
Wilson County 
We and each of us do hereby certify that we are personally acquainted with and do know the character of Simon Wartooski, 
the above petitioner, and that we and each of us do for ourselves say that it is good, and that his standing in this community 
is good. 
J.W. 
J.M. Law 
Allen T Gay 
Severally sworn to before me 
This January 14" 1898 
J S Weaver J.P 





North Carolina In the Superior Court 
Wilson County Judgement 
In re Simon Wartooski 


This cause coming on to be heard upon the petition and affidavit of Simon Wartooski, and it appearing to the Satisfaction of 
this Court that the said petitioner, Simon Wartooski, has a good character, and has otherwise Complied with the require- 
ments of the laws of this State relative to this petitioners cause. It is now therefore adjudged, ordered and decreed that the 
petitioners name be changed from that of Simon Wartooski to that of Simon Ward, and that he be entitled to all the rights, 
privileges and immunities under and by said name of Simon Ward as if so Christened. 
Given under my hand and seal, this the 18" day of January A. D. 1898. 

J D Bardin CSC 


A HOLIDAY WISH, Sunny Side of Genealogy Hoping that our family’s in the next one we look. 


Another year of climbing the genealogy tree. May next year be fruitful, our lost one we find, 

I’ve looked under the leaves and what do I see? And soon that our families will be intertwined. 

You coming up, while I’m going down, I ask Santa to send us to all the right places, 

We compare notes on what we have found. To guide us and lead us, and to see smiling faces. 

At times it’s not much, just one name or two, May each of you find your lost pioneer, 

It’s better than nothing, I know it’s true. 1 wish you Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Still we search on, through films and a book, Johann Pierce Long 
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CORRECTION 

In “Pauline Freeman’s Reference Let- 
ter, the Stott family dates were incor- 
rect. James Henry Stott, b. May 2, 
1840, died March 27, 1924, married on 
Nov. 15, 1860, Amanda Glover, b. July 
22, 1842, d. Oct. 2, 1920. Their son 
John Relmon Stott, b. July 7, 1875, d. 
Sept. 30, 1942, married on Jan. 10, 
1900, Fannie Boykin, b. Dec. 11, 1877, 
d. Apr. 28, 1956. Henry Roland Stott, b. 
July 18, 1906, was their son. 


J. W. WORRELL OBITUARY 
The Wilson Times, June 27, 
1917 
Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 
MR. J. W. WORRELL 

The death of a former resident of Wil- 
son, who lived here and engaged in 
merchandising when the town was 
young, occurred yesterday in Raleigh at 
the soldiers’ home, when Mr. J. W. 


OCTOBER MINUTES area included notation of the publication of 
The WCGS met on October 28, 2003, ona Fighting with Lee, the 55th North Carolina in 
very rainy night, in the Durwood Stancil Build- the Army of: Northern Virgima, 1862-1 865, by 
ing on Ward Blvd. Bob Boyette of Edgecombe Jefirey M. Girvan. Company A of the regiment 
Tech was introduced as a guest. The minutes WaSTaised primarily in Wilson & Wayne Coun- 
were approved as written in the last issue of ties and enlisted in Wilson County in March- 
Trees, and in an incomplete treasurer's report, May, 1862. Also, The Bailey's Jrom Bullhead 
Henry Powell reported that $1028.00 was spent and Their Extended Families by Jim and Mar- 
for the reprinting of 100 copies of Wilson garet Bailey is available. The NCGS annual 
County Architectural Heritage book which is Meeting is on November 7 & 8. Someone is 
now available at the price of $21.40 (inc. tax), Needed to sit at the WCGS table on Saturday to 
The Waterways Map is also available at $5.35 Promote membership and sell our books. Henry 
(tax inc.). and Sue Powell will be there on Friday. The 
Work sessions for the Founding Families Moore County Society seminar meeting on 
book continue to be held on Wednesday after- March 20, 2004, will feature Helen Leary and 
noons at the library, but with the completion of Came Adamson speaking on the topic 


the first set of worksheets, there will be a break "Migration in alll its Forms." _ 
until after the holidays. During show and tell following the meeting, 


Our book sales continue with the census and Several members shared things of interest with 
cemetery books priced at $25 and They Moved _ the group. Laura Newsome brought a Bible on 
Away at $10 through December (plus tax). Do the Newsome family which she had found on the 
your Christmas shopping and remember to intemet. It was exciting for her to share the ac- 
treat yourself if you do not already have copies Count of that and the very helpful information 
















of these publications.!!! found in the Bible. It inspired those ofusstill | Worrell, a Confederate Veteran, de- 
Work continues on the 2004 calendar, and it !0oking for ancestral information to know that | parted this life. 

will be ready for the November meeting. somewhere there is the information for which The older residents will recall that 
The election of officers forthe coming year. Weare searching}!!!!!!! Mr. Worrell kept store below the rail- 


was held, and they will be installed at the next The meeting was adjoumed by Sue Powell, 
meeting (at the Stancil building). The newly our president. 
elected officers are Carol Forbes, President; Sue — Frances Roberson, Secretary 
Powell, Vice-President; Frances Roberson, Sec- 
retary; Henry Powell, Treasurer; Judy O’Neal, 
Board Member, and Mary Anne Sheak, Board 
Member (2 years to fill Carol Forbes’ incom- 
plete term). The “Annual” meeting (November) 
will include reports of the 2003 activities and a 
social. 

Announcements of upcoming events in the 


road and was highly esteemed by his 
friends. His remains reached Wilson on 
the Norfolk Southern at 4 o’clock and 
were laid to rest in Maplewood Ceme- 
tery immediately after. 

The funeral ceremony was conducted 
by Rev. Mr. Kester, pastor of the Bap- 
tist church. 

{Editor’s note: Wilson County, North 
Carolina, Cemeteries—Vol. IV, records 
the interment of J. H. Worrell on June 
26, 1917.] 






Notice 

The Wilson County Public Library is 
open Mon-Wed 9:00 AM-9:00 PM, 
Thurs-Sat. 9:00 AM-6:PM. Parking 1s 
available beside the building, along the 
street, and in the shopping center across 
the street. 

















ANNOUNCEMENTS the 55th Regiment and chronicle of the 
° The Baileys from Bullhead and Their history of the regiment, describing the 
Extended Families, by Margaret and everyday life, the influence of religion 
Jim Bailey, a 422 page genealogy book and politics, and the effects of disease 
which includes information on the sur- 494 combat. Company A of this regi- 
names Allen, Williams, Boykin, Tur- ment was raised primarily of men from 
nage, and Cooley from the Nash and Wilson and Wayne Counties. Pre- _ 
Wilson County areas. Documentation publication cost is $22.46, $4.00 ship- 
and Bailey surname grantor and grantee Png for first book/$1.00 for each addi- 
land index included. Cost of $34.00 in- tional book. On pre-release orders with 
cludes shipping. Contact Jim Bailey, payment by credit card, charge will not 
jbailey6@earthlink.net, or 617 Chestnut be made until the book is shipped. If 
St, Wilmington, NC 28401, or call 910- Paying by check, one will be notified 
343-0019. when check submittal is required. 

° Fighting with Lee, The 55th North To reserve a pre-release copy, contact 
Carolina in the Army of Northern Vir- White Mane Publishing Co., PO Box 
ginia, 1862-1865, by Jeffrey M. Girvan. 708, 63 W Burd St, Shippensburg st 
Pre-publication orders are being taken 17257, phone 1-717-532-2237, e-mai 


for this story of the men who made up _—‘™4rketing@whitemane.com, or fax 1- 
717-532-6110. 









Queries 
Questions about Wilson County fami- 
lies may be emailed to 


WilsonNC@Yahoogroups.com or to an- 


cestor@wegs.org. 
Queries from WCGS members will be 


automatically posted and printed in the 
next available issue of Trees. Queries 
from non-members may be posted on 
the internet discussion group at the dis- 
cretion of WCGS. 

To become a member of the list, visit 
our web site at http://www.wcgs.org 
Go to the “discussion” section to view 
previous queries and answers or to join 
the group or post a query. 

WCGS members have full posting 
privileges for the E-group. 
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WCGS Publications: piease call (252-243-1660) or write for a Maps 

catalog with complete details, or view the list on our web site. ___ Wilson County Historical Map $5.00 

www.wcgs.org (Sale prices in effect through 12/31/03) ____ Confederate Field Map #1 $5.00 

Books ____ Confederate Field Map #2 $5.00 

___ They Moved Away - North Carolinians Who Went to ____ Confederate Field Map #3 $5.00 

Other States $10.00 ____ Confederate Field Map #4 $5.00 

____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1860 $25.00 ____ Town of Wilson, Map 1872 $5.00 

___ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1870 $25.00 ____ Town of Wilson, Map 1882 $5.00 

___ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Vol.| $25.00 ___ Wilson County Waterways $5.00 (new) 

____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Vol, Il $25.00 Miscellaneous 

___ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Vol. Ill $25.00 ___ Cemetery Finder (paper) donation $5.00 shipping included 

___ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Vol. |V $25.00 ___ Wilson Co. Estates Inventory (paper) $5.00 shipping include 

___ Wilson County’s Architectural Heritage NEW $20.00 ____ 2002 WCGS Calendar (Rock Ridge area) $ 5.00) 
____ 2003 WCGS Calendar (Gardners Township)  $ 5.0) 
____ 2004 WCGS Calendar (Stantonsburg area) $10.0() 






Payment and shipping: Shipping cost for each book is $3.00. Shipping cost for maps is $3.00 for 1-4 items; for calendars $1.00. — 
Add 7.0% sales tax for NC residents on merchandise total (not on shipping). 





























Total of items ordered $ Shipping $ Sales Tax $ Total of Order$ 

0 Check Enclosed O Bill my Credit Card No.(Visa or MasterCard) 

Expires Authorized by: (Signature for charges please) 
Ship to: en 

Street 

City State Zip 

Telephone: E-Mail: 











OU Please enroll me as a member of WCGS. I enclose $15 for personal membership & subscription to Trees. Please allow 3-5 week| 
for shipping on all orders. You may order books & membership through our website. http://(www.wcgs.org. 
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